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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Senior BJP
leader and former legislator
Devender Singh Rana on
Saturday said the terror
eco-system in Jammu and
Kashmir is on the last
breath due to pro-people
and pro-development poli-
cies of the union govern-
ment.

He said Pakistan-spon-
sored terrorists, supported
by chosen few sympathisers
including irrelevant and dis-
gruntled political actors are
destined to fail in their
machinations on the face of
strong resentment by the
people and resolute strategy
of the forces.

Jammu and Kashmir,
especially the valley, is on
the path of recovery, peace
and normalcy due to pro-
people and the pro-develop-
ment policies of the Centre,
pro-actively being pursued
and implemented by the UT
administration, Rana said
welcoming Choudhary
Showkat, who heads an
NGO into the BJP at a
function held in Nagrota
constituency here.

He said the terrorists have

become desperate and are
on run for their lives in the
wake of sustained anti-ter-
ror operations by the valiant
security forces with the
active public cooperation.

The terror ecosystem is on
the last breath. The zero
tolerance strategy for ter-
rorism is delivering positive
results with terrorists find-
ing their space shrinking,
the BJP leader said.

Without naming anyone
but apparently referring to
the recent statements of for-
mer chief ministers Omar
Abdullah and Mehbooba
Mufti on the prevailing
security situation, he said
the decisive war against ter-

ror has unnerved the entire
eco-system, especially the
vested interests that have
based their politics on dead
bodies and have unfortu-
nately benefitted from the
cult of terror.

The people are apprecia-
tive of the fast improving
situation with stone pelting
and the culture of shut
downs becoming a night-
mare of the past. The eco-
nomic activities have gained
momentum and tourism is
picking up much to the
delight of the people in gen-
eral and those engaged with
tourism trade in particular,
he said and referred to the
advance bookings and 100

per cent occupancy in hotels
and lodges.

This has raised hope
among the stakeholders as
also varied segments of the
society associated with
trade and tourism directly
or indirectly, he said, asking
how can this scenario be
acceptable to those believing
in boiling Kashmir for fur-
therance of their political
agenda, which is why they
are questioning the parame-
ters of normalcy with bar-
baric acts of terror incidents
that have claimed the lives
of innocent civilians in
recent weeks, triggering
shock and grief across the
nation.

Rana exuded confidence
that the people will continue
to support the initiatives of

heralding peace and nor-
malcy in J&K, which is
imperative for overall devel-
opment of all the regions
and sub regions, irrespec-
tive of caste, creed and reli-
gion, as per the cherished
agenda of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi seeking
Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka Vishwas'.

He said peaceful Jammu
and Kashmir will also lead
to massive investments, a
key to growth and job gener-
ation.

The BJP leader cautioned
the people against myopic
political leaders, who do not
hesitate in sacrificing public
interest for personal benefit
to remain relevant in poli-
tics.

Normalised J&K is
against their scheme of
things and political maneu-
vering that has kept them
closer to power corridors by
indulging in deceit, decep-
tion and double speak, he
said.

He said time has come to
call their bluff and work for
realising prosperous, peace-
ful and progressive J&K
where equitable opportuni-
ties are available to all, with
discrimination or appease-
ment to none.

J&K terror ecosystem on last breath: Rana

Senior BJP leader, Devender Singh Rana addressing gathering at Nagrota. 
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JAMMU: CME on 'Research
Methodology' accredited by
J&K Medical Council, was
jointly organised by PG
Department of PSM &
Pharmacology, Government
Medical College (GMC),
Jammu for faculty members,
residents/demonstrators,
postgraduates and DNB stu-
dents on Saturday at
NMCN, Hall in GMC
Jammu.

Dr Shashi Sudan Sharma,
Principal Dean Govt Medical
College Jammu was the chief

Guest of the said Function.
She said in her inaugural
address that the GMC
Jammu is continuously pro-
ducing good research and sci-
ence and is contributing in
the reforms of medical treat-
ment for mankind at
National Level.

She said good researcher
has to be very good observer
and analyser of the data.
HoD PSM Dr Rajeev Gupta,
Organising Chairperson,
delivered a talk on the basic
aspects of health research,
Dr Seema Gupta HOD phar-

macology, organising
Chairperson delivered the
lecture on Phases of the
Clinical Trial.

Prof Dr Vishal R. Tandon,
Organising Secretary of the
said event delivered an elabo-
rated lecture on Various
study designs and how to
choose a research question.
CME was very well attended
by Various Faculty members,
Residents and Postgraduate
students of the institution.
DNB students of J&K across
the state also participated in
the said event in online mode.  

GMC Jammu holds CME on Research Methodology

Principal GMC Jammu, Dr Shashi Sudan Sharma and others at a CME. 
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SRINAGAR: The
National Conference on
Saturday demanded stern
action against BJP
spokesperson Nupur
Sharma over her alleged
remarks on Prophet
Muhammad during a tele-
vision show.

"The party expresses dis-
may over the 'blasphe-
mous, offensive, and
frighteningly hurtful'
remarks of the BJP
spokesperson against
Prophet Muhammad dur-
ing a debate on a national
TV news channel," Salman
Ali Sagar, provincial pres-
ident, Youth National
Conference (YNC)
Kashmir, said in a state-
ment.

He termed Sharma's
views unfounded, unsub-
stantiated and uncalled
for in entirety.

The BJP and the Union
government must offer an
unqualified apology for
such sacrilegious com-
ments in which the most
sacred name for Muslims
was used in a bid to stoke
communal passions, he
said.

The National Conference
(NC) leader also demand-
ed lodging of an FIR
against the BJP leader. 

He said the smart alecks
of the saffron brigade can-
not hide behind Article 19
of the constitution which
guarantees freedom of
speech to the citizens.

He added that action
against Sharma could well
send a strong message to
all the nefarious elements
of the country who are out
to create a chasm between
Hindus and Muslims for
their own political chi-
canery.

NC demands registering FIR against
BJP’s Nupur Sharma for comments
over Prophet Mohammad 
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JAMMU: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) has
today, become the main
political party of Jammu &
Kashmir, stated party's
J&K President Ravinder
Raina in party's State
Office Bearers' meeting at
Jammu.

Bharatiya Janata Paraty
(BJP) Jammu & Kashmir
held a meeting of its State
Office Bearers on the 1st
day of 2-day State
Working Committee at
Late Vaid Vishnu Dutt
Sabhagaar at BJP
Headquarter, Trikuta
Nagar, here.

Jugal Kishore Sharma

(MP), Sat Sharma (former
Minister), former Dy. CM
Kavinder Gupta, General
Secretary (Org.) Ashok
Koul and State Office
Bearers of the party were
present in the meeting.

Raina in his presidential
address appreciated the

dedicated efforts of BJP
activists from J&K in
making the BJP as the
main political party of
J&K. 

He said that in every
election held in previous
years in the region be it
DDC, Sarpanch, Urban

Local Bodies or any other
election, BJP has emerged
as the strongest political
party. He said that with
the ever growing faith in
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi led leadership every
prominent political and
social activist is joining
the party and the time has
come when BJP will form
its government in J&K on
its own in the upcoming
Assembly elections.

Jugal spoke on the
important works of BJP
for the Nation and society
while he also summed up

the issues taken up in the
meeting.

Ashok Koul provided the
outline of various sessions
to be conducted in the 2-
day meeting. He also pro-
vided detailed insight on
various forthcoming party
programmes.

Sat Sharma, Priya Sethi
and RS Pathania present-
ed political, social and eco-
nomical statements in the
meeting on which brief dis-
cussions were also held.

General Secretary Sunil
Sharma conducted the
meeting proceedings and
presented the note of
thanks. Earlier meeting
commenced with the light-
ing of Traditional Lamp
and recitation of Vande
Mataram by Dr. Pardeep
Mahotra. Minutes of last
meetings were read by
Tilak Raj Gupta. Meeting
concluded with the recita-
tion of the National
Anthem.

BJP has become main political party of J&K: Raina
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JAMMU: Divisional
Commissioner Jammu,
Ramesh Kumar  on
Saturday highlighted the
importance of media in
presenting the true pic-
ture before society. He
said that the media
should be a mirror of
truth and avoid "sensa-
tionalism".

Terming media as an
influencer in creating
public opinion, he
stressed that the fourth
estate has greater respon-
sibility to spread aware-
ness and educate people
about various welfare
schemes.

He said that freedom of
media is generally accept-
ed as a cornerstone of
modern democratic socie-
ty, but the media also
must play its role with
responsibility and
accountability.

Addressing the conclud-
ing session of the one-day
workshop organized by
India Data Portal (IDP),
from the Bharti Institute
of Public Policy (BIPP)
at the Indian School of
Business (ISB) in collab-
oration with the Jammu
Press Club, Jammu, the
Divisional Commissioner
said that media persons
should properly utilize
data in disseminating
authentic information.

The Divisional
Commissioner appreciat-
ed the Jammu Press Club
for organizing such an
informative workshop
which is beneficial for
media persons of Jammu.
He also appreciated IDP
for organizing such event
in Jammu.

The topic of the one-day
workshop is 'Using Open
Data & Visualisations For
Creating And Presenting
News Stories".

Over 150 journalists
from all media platforms
attended the workshop.

Inaugurating the work-
shop eminent columnist
and former HoD of the
Department of the
Political Science
University of Jammu,
Prof Rekha Chowdhary
emphasized the need of
utilizing data in the pres-
ent era of journalism.

"In the present scenario
when social media has
become an important
means of sharing and dis-
seminating information it
is essential to properly
utilize and analyze infor-
mation", she said.

The workshop focussed
on using data in journal-
ism, and how to present
data through attractive
visualizations using
www.indiadataportal.com.
The session covered
familiarisation with the
IDP, which hosts a wide
range of processed and
documented datasets
from Central and state
public agencies and gov-
ernment departments. It
also covered high-fre-
quency indicators
launched during
COVID19 to track the
health of the Indian econ-
omy under the
IndiaPulse@ISB initia-
tive. 

The IDP is an initiative
to enhance transparency
in governance, and citi-
zens' right to access and
use public data related to
significant aspects of pol-

icymaking.
The use of IDP helps

journalists, researchers,
public policy makers, and
academicians to access,
interact with, and visual-
ize data related to Union
Budget, Elections, agri-
culture, financial inclu-
sion, and rural develop-
ment, in six Indian lan-
guages - Hindi, Bengali,
English, Marathi, Odia,
and Telugu.

Delivering the introduc-
tory remarks, Deepti
Soni, Senior Consultant,
India Data Portal, ISB
said, "Data-driven news
can provide a different
angle to a storyline, add
new dimensions to jour-
nalism and enhance the
credibility of the news
and India Data Portal not
only provides data but
suitable visualizations as
well which can make it
more attractive for the
readers and at the same
time it can be helpful in
significantly reducing
chances of misinforma-
tion and fake news." 

Veteran journalist Arun
Joshi, in his address,
hoped that today's work-
shop will help journalists
of Jammu to properly uti-
lize data in their stories.
He said that it was an
informative event that
would be proved benefi-
cial for budding journal-
ists.

President of Press Club
of Jammu Sanjeev Pargal
welcomed all guests and
the team of the IDP. 

He expressed his grati-
tude to IDP for organiz-
ing such an informative
event in the Press Club of
Jammu.

BJP J&K President Ravinder Raina chairing State Working Committee meeting. 

IDP, Press Club organise workshop on ‘Using Open Data’

Div Com highlights role of media in
presenting true picture before society

Div Com Jammu, Ramesh Kumar speaking at a workshop in Press Club Jammu. 
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JAMMU: A group of
goons ransacked Wine
Shop in Kheri village in
Bishnah town on
Saturday, police said. An
FIR has been lodged
against four accused and
their accomplices for tres-
passing, manhandling,
damaging and looting
liquor bottles at Kheri.

Those against whom the
FIR has been lodged
include Vijay Saini,
Sarpanch, Kheri, Vipin
Kumar, Sarpanch Sarore,
Pinka  Sarpanch Chak
Jawahar and Jatinder
Kumar Sarpanch Ratnal
with their accomplices.
Besides manhandling the
employees of wine shop,
they have also threatened

them.
Police has started the

probe and the identifica-
tion of the culprits is
being conducted to take
legal action against the
attackers. 

Prominent citizens of
the area suggest the role
of drugs' mafia including
those involved in manu-
facturing illegal and illic-
it liquor in the area are
behind the motivated
protests and attacks on
licensed wine shops.

"Strict action will be
taken against those have
attacked the wine shop,"
said a senior police offi-
cer, adding, "No one is
above law, the culprits
will be taken into custody
shortly."

Wine shop ransacked,
goons manhandle staff, 
loot stock; FIR lodged

SHAKEELA ANDRABI
SRINAGAR: Copperware, locally known as
'Traam' is an integral part of Kashmiri cul-
ture and is famous for intricate calligraphic
engraving that requires extensive time and
labour. The end of COVID-19 brought some
relief for Kashmir's traditional copper uten-
sil-makers, renowned for their immaculate
craftsmanship, but the industry is under
threat as earning of these artisans is quite
low. Currently, Kashmir copper industry is
facing threat by machine age monster, as
machine-made things are fast replacing
hand-made crafts in Valley, due to which
many traditional copper workers have
already become jobless. Still many of them
are taking to occupational mobility for suste-
nance. The UT administration has unluckily
failed to maintain a balance between hand-
made and machine-made industrial streams.

In order to implement ban on manufactur-
ing of specified copper utensils by machines,
as prohibited under J&K Prohibition on
Manufacture of Specified Copper Utensils
(by Machines) Act 2006, District
Administration Srinagar has warned the
artisans who are using machine for making
things, thereby defaming traditional hand-
made copper work. The administration also
carried out a special drive in markets to
inspect business establishments involved in
illegal manufacturing of copper utensils. The
drive was conducted on directions of Deputy
Commissioner Srinagar, Mohammad Aijaz
Asad by special enforcement teams of
Revenue and Police officials led by SDM
East and SDM West. During inspection
drive, as many as four establishments were

found using heavy machines for manufactur-
ing specific copper utensils thereby violating
the law, after which erring establishments
were sealed under the supervision of Sub
Divisional Magistrate, East. Officials further
assured that legal action will be taken
against the violators to safeguard livelihood
of Kashmir's traditional copperware arti-
sans.

Pertinent to mention that some weeks ago,
Deputy Commissioner Srinagar held an
interaction session with the group of artisans
from Shahar-e-Khaas associated with cop-
perware wherein the artisans sought strict
implementation of ban on manufacture of
specified copper utensils by machines. 

It would be apt to mention here that num-
ber of machines as well as quantum of
machine-made products swelled manifold
since 2008. Consequently, 28,000 copper
workers, engaged in around 6,000 registered
Karkhanas or working units, are destined to
lose job either due to deluging machine cul-
ture and institutional apathy or absence of
coordination between policymakers and
executors. Artisans, mainly based in down-
town area of Srinagar, engrave the tradition-
al Samovar used for boiling water, cutlery
sets and other utensils, considered a crucial
part of every Kashmiri family's heirlooms.
However, their numbers are dwindling as
they are shifting over to other ventures for
meeting both ends meet. "Copper has become
very expensive while profits are still meager.
We are working hard from past 40 years but
there is barely any change in our benefits, as
it's almost the same we used to get about 20
years back," an artisan said.

Srinagar Admn goes tough against illegal
manufacturing of copper utensils
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JAMMU:  Court of 3rd
Additional Sessions
Judge, Jammu (Special
Judge under section 22
NIA Act) Ashwani Kumar
Sharma on Saturday
rejected bail application
of a drug peddler namely
Fayaz Ahmed Dar, son of
Abdul Salam, resident of
Subhanpora, Tehsil
Bijbehara, Anantnag,
under trial in FIR No.
38/2019 registered under
sections 8/21/22/25/27-
A/29 of NDPS Act and
201 of RPC at Police
Station City, Jammu. 

As per the case of prose-
cution, the accused along
with one Arshad Ahmed
Allaie, on May 27, 2019,
traveling in a Creta car
without registration num-
ber, were stopped by a
police party from Police
Post Hari Market at
Vivekananda Chowk
Jammu. On checking
heroin weighing 260 gm
and more than Rs 12 lakh
in cash was recovered
from their possession,
after which they were
arrested. During further

investigation, another
accused Mohd Altaf was
also arrested on June 21,
2019 on whose disclosure
12 Kg and 420 gm heroin
was recovered. It was also
revealed that accused
Mohd Altaf was receiving
narcotics from across the
border and supplying the
same to accused Arshad
Ahmed Allaie and Fayaz
Ahmed Dar, on directions
of one Shahid, the finan-
cial head of HM in
Pakistan. 

After hearing Adv Arif
Javaid Khan for the
applicant and Anil
Mangotra, APP, the court
observed that on bare
perusal of main file, it
transpires that applicant
is involved offence under
sections 8/21/22/25/27
A/29 of NDPS Act and
13/16/17/21 of UA(P)
Act, 1967 and it appears
from the order dated
April 8, 2022 that appli-
cant has been-charge
sheeted for the commis-
sion of offence under sec-
tions 8/22/29 NDPS Act
but has been discharged
for commission of offence

under sections
13/17/18/21/39/40 of
UA(P) Act. "NDPS Act is
special legislation enacted
by the parliament aimed
at curbing the ever
increasing menace of
drug trafficking which if
not checked has the
potential of destroying
the public health. Such
persons are hazards to
the society and even if
they will be released on
bail, they are likely to
continue to their nefari-
ous activities of dealing in
drug trafficking. If such
like persons are to be
enlarged on bail harmful,
socio economic conse-
quences shall follow which
would impact the entire
nation. If the accused
would be enlarged on bail
in such cases there are
chances of winning over/
tampering over the wit-
nesses of the prosecution.
Taking into consideration
the larger interest of
State and recovery of
commercial quantity of
the heroin, the applica-
tion is hereby rejected,"
the Court observed.

Bail denied to drug peddler


