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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: To commemorate
National Cartoonists Day,
the Department of Students
Welfare, University of
Jammu (JU) on Thursday
organized a Cartooning
Exhibition featuring promi-
nent works of eminent car-
toonists of JKUT, Manoj
Chopra, Chander Shakhar
and Raj Bhagat. 

The event was conducted
under a series of events
which the JU is organizing
under Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav. 

Prof. Arvind Jasrotia,
Registrar JU was the Chief
Guest on the occasion who
appreciated the sharp cre-
ativity and wisdom of the
cartoonists who had high-
lighted different social issues
from different perspectives. 

He also complimented the
team consisting of Prof.
Prakash Antahal (Dean
Students Welfare), Prof.
Vishav Raksha (Chairperson
Campus Cultural
Committee), Prof. Sanjana
Kaul (Co-Chairperson,
CCC), Dr. Anil Gupta
(Associate Dean SW) Dr.
Garima Gupta and Dr.

Pritam Singh (Assistant
Deans, SW) and members of
Campus Cultural Committee
for consistently organizing
cultural, literary and fine-
arts events which provide a
learning platform to the stu-
dents and scholars. 

He also suggested to regu-
larly organize such activities
for the benefit of the stake-
holders.

Speaking at the occasion,
Prof Prakash Antahal
informed that the
Department of Students
Welfare has been continuous-
ly trying to organize events of
different genres for the over-
all personality development
of the students. He asserted

that cultural, literary and
fine arts activities provide
immense benefit to the per-
formers and audience as well. 

Prof. Vishav Raksha
informed that the Campus
Cultural Committee is organ-
izing a vibrant series of per-
formance/training based
events for the students under
celebrations of Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav.

An assorted collection of
immensely creative cartoons
on different relevant and
contemporary issues were
exhibited for students, schol-
ars, teaching and non-teach-
ing staff of the University
and members of civil society. 

Manoj Chopra an extremely

sharp-witted cartoonist and
an alumnus of the JU has
the credit to get approxi-
mately 7000 cartoons creat-
ed by him published so far. 

He has received various
prestigious awards and fel-
lowships and has been adju-
dicating various reputed fes-
tivals and contests. He holds
regular exhibitions and lec-
tures on art on cartoon mak-
ing. He has been actively
drawing cartoons on political
and other social issues for the
last decade and his creations
are being regularly published
in reputed newspapers. 

Chander Shekhar is an
innovative cartoonist who
has been inspired by the

well-recognized cartoonist
of India R. K. Laxman.  He
has earned a big name as a
cartoonist not only in
Jammu and Kashmir but at
the National level. He
believes that the elegant
way to describe the world,
cartooning is an art to give
a smile on the face of the
common masses which have
seen as 'Humour with a
Pinch of Salt'. 

Raj Bhagat is a well-
known Editorial
Cartoonist, who is currently
Editorial Cartoonist in
STATE TIMES, he has
been doing brilliant
Cartoons, Illustrations and
Caricatures for the last 10
years, apart from this Raj
Bhagat is also associated
with Theater and Film, Raj
Bhagat's cartoons got viral
on social media during the
Covid-19 period. 

The event was coordinat-
ed by Mansi Mantoo and
Sumeet Sharma.
Kulbhushan Thakur, Arif
Paul, Priyatosh, Garima,
Sharmila, Lakshya,
Jagmeet Kour and
Niharika looked after the
logistics.

JU organises Cartooning Exhibition to
Commemorate National Cartoonists Day

JU faculty and cartoonists of Jammu at exhibition. 
STATE TIMES NEWS

KISHTWAR: An Inter Block District Level
Cricket tournament began on Thursday here at
Chowgan Ground Kishtwar organised by Sports
Departments Kishtwar under YSS-Cup 2021.

The tournament was declared open by Deputy
Commissioner, Ashok Sharma as the chief guest
of the inaugural function. As many as 12 teams,
including 11 block level teams & one Municipal
level team selected after holding inter Panchayat
level matches, are participating in the IBDL
tournament. A huge gathering of cricket lovers,
players and sports officials were present on the
occasion.

In his inaugural address, the Chief Guest
encouraged the youth of the district to showcase
talent in their favourite sports."The success
begins when you step out of your comfort zone
and give your best to achieve the target" he
advised the youth.  The inaugural match was held
under the supervision of I/c ZPEOs, conveners
and well known officials of the department.

The cricket lovers and senior players of
Kishtwar marked their presence during the
match.  Later, DC along with guest of honour
Inderjeet Singh Parihar, SDM Chatroo distrib-
uted certificates among players who participated
in different events organised last year.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: To give exposure to
the children of nearby commu-
nity and share the resources of
the school, Army Public School
Domana on Thursday organ-
ized ATL Community
Exchange Programme in the
school premises as a part of
AWES Raising Day
Celebrations. The school invit-
ed staff and students of
Government Middle School
Parwah to visit the Atal
Tinkering Lab of the school.

The foremost idea of organiz-
ing the programme was to

extend a helping hand to the
other students and create
learning modules which can be
leveraged by them. It also
intended to serve a platform
for the promotion of collabora-
tive hubs of learning and to
empower students with the
21st Century skills of creativi-
ty, innovation, design thinking,
social and cross-cultural col-
laboration and ethical leader-
ship. A group of 25 students
along with 02 teachers of GMS
Parwah visited the school cam-
pus. The event commenced
with the lighting of lamp by
Pushpinder Kaur, Principal
APS Domana along with Vice
Principal Shallu Kapoor, Staff
and Students of GMS Parwah.

The school choir enthralled
the gathering with its melliflu-
ous song.  In the opening
address, Pushpinder Kaur,
Principal APS Domana moti-
vated the students to stay
focused on their aims and
goals and always implement
their creative ideas in an inter-

esting and experiential way.
The Students and Educators

of GMS Parwah visited ATL
of the school wherein the
resplendent array of projects
and models prepared by stu-
dents of APS Domana were
showcased. The guest students
were encouraged to visit all the
exhibits and working models
on display in the ATL. With
great elation, the students
showed their keen interest in
the game devised by Master
Devansh Sharma (VI) using
Scratch Coding and Drone
prepared by Ayushman Koul
and Vansh of class XII.
Furthermore, the students of
GMS Parwah were divided into
two groups wherein they were
given opportunity of Hands on
Practice to make Power Point
Presentation with their names
and insert animations in it.
The programme culminated
with a presentation of Vote of
Thanks by   Narinder Singh,
PGT Computer Science fol-
lowed by light refreshment.

YSS-Cup 2021: IBDL Cricket
Tournament begins at Kishtwar

Participants posing for a photograph with dignitaries. 
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JAMMU: The students of
Toddlers' World visited
Bahu Aquarium on
Thursday. The students
were thrilled to enter
through the fish-shaped
tunnel into the new world of
sea creatures. 

They were fascinated to
see the colourful fish and
other creatures like the tur-
tle, sea horse, lobsters, sea
snakes and many more.
They got totally engrossed
in observing their colours
and movements. Teachers
explained them about dif-

ferent species of fish. 
A case full of fishing

equipments was a source of
attraction to the children.
They were informed about
the various tools of diving
too. Teacher also explained
them about the ill effects of
water pollution to the fish

and the ways to prevent it.
They enjoyed each and
every moment of it and
came back with good memo-
ries. All in all, it was a very
exciting day for our stu-
dents.

Shivangani Pandotra,
Coordinator Toddlers'

world, in her address said
that the goal of this trip
was to develop a sense of
awareness and appreciation
in the young minds towards
the marine environment
and its resources. This was
an opportune moment for
them to correlate with the

topics they learn in the
class room.

Principal Rajesh Rathore
applauded the staff of the
Toddlers' World for exposing
children to such a potential
marine resource at an early
stage. It opened new vistas
of learning and realization

in them. 
"Every school must play a

crucial role in the formation
of positive attitudes towards
the environment in young
children. JKPS Kunjwani
explores continuously the
ways and means to develop
environmental knowledge,

perceptions and attitudes in
young children. The devel-
opment of effective environ-
mental policies in every
school must be evolved and
established to promote an
environmental awareness in
the school population", he
further added.

JKPS Kunjwani organises visit to Bahu Aquarium

Students of Toddlers’ World-a unit of JKPS Kunjwani during visit to Bahu Aquarium.
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JAMMU: The delayed project
of Football Astroturf at Mini
Stadium, Parade may see light
of the day with agencies
involved in its construction
hopeful of completing the work
in next three months or so.

"The construction and moni-
toring agency of J&K Sports
Council (JKSC) as also the
project funding department of
Directorate of Youth Services
and Sports (DYSS) have sort-
ed out most of the problematic
issues with the contractor in the
recent past," one of the local
contractors involved in the proj-
ect said.

It has been reliably learnt that
that the project has been
delayed due to the payment
issues caused by the bidding
procedures. 

"Since the tendering of the
projects took place before the
formation of Union Territory
(UT) and a lot of things
changes afterwards. It was due
to the change in the course of
tendering and sanctioning of
the projects in J&K that led to

the delayed payments to the
contractors. Issues have been
sorted out and payments have
been made. Now, it takes us
hardly three months to com-
plete and hand over the project
in next three months," said the
confident contractor.

Football Stadium at Parade to complete soon

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU:  Jammu Institute
of Ayurveda and Research
(JIAR), Nardni Raipur,
organised 15-day
'Ayurdiksha' Transitional
curriculum and inaugural
ceremony for batch 2021-
2022 students in the college

premises here in the pres-
ence of Chairperson, Shri
Sain Charitable Trust for
Higher Education, Jammu
Suman Sharma.

Manoj Kumar Mishra,
Head of Department,
Department of Ved, Shri
Ranbir Campus, Central

Sanskrit University, Jammu
was chief guest on the occa-
sion, who in the presence of
Principal Dr Sharada,
Director Academics, Dr
Raghuvir Singh, Vice
Principal, Dr Nitin
Mahajan, Prof Dr Vikas
Gupta inaugurated the pro-
gramme by lighting the cere-
monial lamp.

The programme started
with Veda Ghosha by Munish
Sharma, disciple of Prof
Manoj Kumar Mishra.

The inaugural speech by
Chief Guest highlighted the
importance of Sanskrit in
Ayurveda. Parents, students
and teachers were present in
the programme.

JIAR starts 15-day Transitional Curriculum

Students listening to a resource person at a programme.  
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JAMMU: Former Director General of
Police J&K, Dr. Ashok Bhan on
Thursday released Er Lalit Mengi's
book, "Musings of the Mind-During
Corona Times" at the Royal
Auditorium, Amar Singh Club, here
today. It is Er Mengi's first book.

The book has three chapters. The
first chapter deals with the philosophy
of life, giving an insight into enigmat-
ic human life. Er. Mengi was inspired
by works of great philosophers and
exalted souls like Dr. S.
Radhakrishnan, Paramhansa
Yogananda and above all
Rabindranath Tagore's Gitanjali, ven-
tures into unexplored territories, to
have a glimpse of higher realms. 

His very first poem "Queue" reflects
the range of his imagination, from
standing in queue in front of a Post
office to the ultimate divine queue,
concluding with his characteristic
style with befitting couplets of Urdu
poetry.

The second chapter of the book
deals with topics of human traits,
where the author, in the backdrop of
upended lives in the aftermath of the
outbreak of the pandemic, has
brought into focus, the human behav-
iour, the trepidations and tribulations,
strengths and frailties of day to day
lives. With deft usage of the poetic
skills, the author deals with subjects
across a wide spectrum right from
mundane to metaphysical level. 

The third chapter focuses on the
travails of Covid-19- and its deadly

fall out. 
The author has painstakingly cov-

ered the Covid-19, right from the out-
break, bringing out a fine display of
biodiversity in the early period of the
national lockdown, the transforma-
tion it brought in our lifestyles, the
challenging as well as traumatic times
we had to undergo. 

The book gives an update of the con-
temporary period refreshing our
memories, both in text as well as in
pleasing skillful poetry.

Er. Mengi in his speech shared his
inspirational journey, prompting him
to undertake this project. It was
essentially the forced solitude during
the pandemic, with hours on end at
hand, even though an opportunity in
adversity did trigger his writing
instincts, he carries right from his
school days. Unconsciously his style of
writing had become poetic, being a
lover of nature having served in the
picturesque landscape of hilly dis-
tricts during his long service career.
His friends on electronic media would,

with their encouraging comments,
nudge him to go a step further.  This
is how exactly his book project took
off. He also read out some select stan-
zas from some of his poems, which
reflected the rhythm in his poetry, the
natural desired sound, following a
rhyme scheme as well. He concluded
with these beautiful lines; In my twi-
light years, amidst the gleams and
slumber; Dreams and ambitions yet
alive, I wonder; to my sedulous yearn-
ing and humble effort, I do surrender;
To seek what I know not, but to get a
pedestal to my musings, nothing more
nothing under.

Dr. Ashok Bhan commended Er
Mengi for his soul searching poetry
and inspirational work, making the
best use of the pandemic time. He
read out some of the stanzas from the
book released and made illuminating
observations on the poetic style of the
author who he said, has an infinite
capacity to stretch human imagina-
tion, bringing out the hidden poten-
tial, which otherwise remains sup-

pressed. He said that musings in the
book not only be lauded but needed to
be absorbed and assimilated by others
which would be the correct apprecia-
tion of Er Mengi's literary work. The
poetic pursuit of the author would
inspire the people to re-inculcate the
habit of reading books rather than
preserving books in glass almirahs as
showcases. Bhan said that the author
has beautifully touched the philoso-
phy of life, human traits and Covid
times in poetic expression. He empha-
sized the need to revive the forgotten
pre-Covid time's culture  of  meeting
and visiting friends and relations with
due precautions and stop taking
COVID's cover to live in isolation
which is a dangerous trait the Covid
has imbibed in the society.

K. B Jandial IAS (Retd) who was
the Guest of Honour also spoke on the
occasion. He lauded Er. Mengi's for
turning towards the literary journey
when everything appeared to be slip-
ping out of human hand. Describing
Er Mengi's musings as an inspira-
tional endeavour, he said he used his
poetic tools, a hidden talent, in deal-
ing with a wide variety of subjects,
related to various aspects of life.

The programme was anchored by
Dr. Twinkle Suri, HOD Deptt. Of
English and Dean Students, cluster
university Jammu while Er.
J.B.S.Johar, retired Chief Engineer,
presented the vote of thanks.

A galaxy of members of the civil
society, senior retired engineers and
other civil servants were present.

Lalit Mengi's book ‘Musings of the Mind- During Corona Times’ released

Former DGP J&K, Dr. Ashok Bhan and other dignitaries 
releasing Er Lalit Mengi's book.

Army Public School Domana organises
ATL community exchange programme

APS Domana faculty and students during a programme.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: A seven-day camp
'Yoga for well being'  celebrat-
ing Yoga Mahotsav started on
Thursday under the patron-
age of Principal of GGM
Science College, Dr. Ravender
Tickoo, guidance of NSS PO
Dr. Deepali Mahajan and
coordinated by Jia Lal
Sharma, Secretary
Bharatiya Yog Sansthan
J&K.

The resource persons were
Col. Virender Singh Jamwal
and Sushma Rajput.  The
highlights of day one were use
of yoga in reviving health. 

Building the mind and body

connection by performing
yoga Asanas Pranayama,
Shavasana, Ushtasana,
Vajrasana, Tadasan etc.

NSS volunteer, Sanchit
Sharma demonstrated the

Asanas.  The workshop also
emphasized on the need of
healthy lifestyle and stress
management through medita-
tion, boosting immunity and
laughter yoga.

NSS unit of GGM Science College organises
seven-day camp ‘Yoga for well-being’

NSS volunteers and faculty along with BYS members 
posing for a photograph. 


