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Create joint culture: CDS Gen Chauhan to armed forces MoS Ajay Bhatt hails Project Udbhav, says
it focuses on making Army future-ready'

as govt looks at rolling out theatre commands

m STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: The pro-
posed theatre commands will
lay the foundation for cata-
pulting the armed forces into
the next orbit of military pre-
paredness and war fighting,
Chief of Defence Staff Gen
Anil  Chauhan said on
Tuesday.

His comments came as
India looks at implementing
the ambitious and long-
awaited theaterisation plan.

In an address at an event,
the Chief of Defence Staff
Chief also called upon the
three services to create a
joint culture as they move
towards forming "joint oper-
ational structures".

He said the theatre com-
mands will not be an end
state but the beginning of the
next set of reforms.

The integrated theatre
commands will lead to many
reforms like single to multi

domain operations, fusing
space and cyber space into
traditional domains, digitisa-
tion of battlefield informa-
tion and visualisation, net
centric to data centric among
others, he said.

Developing joint culture in
the armed forces would be
"Jointness 2.0" which is the
way forward, the Chief of
Defence Staff said delivering
the Maj Gen Samir Sinha
Memorial Lecture.

He said "jointness 1.0" was
about better bonhomie and
consensus among the servie-
es, and as there were no
major differences, there is an
impetus to move towards the
next level which is "jointness
2.0".

Acknowledging the distinet
culture of all the three servie-
es, Gen Chauhan under-
scored that there was a need
to create a fourth culture in
the services.

"We must be able to distill
the best of each service, and
incorporate the highest com-
mon factor, rather than settle
for the least common denom-
inator," said the Chief of
Defence Staff.

He mentioned various ini-
tiatives of symbology that
were  being  processed
towards fostering the joint
culture, including tri-services
participation in national
events.

Under the theaterisation
model, the government seeks
to integrate the capabilities
of the army, air force and
navy and optimally utilise
their resources for wars and
operations.

According to the theaterisa-
tion plan, each of the theatre
commands will have units of
the Army, the Navy and the
Air Foree and all of them will
work as a single entity look-
ing after security challenges

in a specified geographical
territory.

At present, the Army, Navy
and the Air Force have sepa-
rate commands.

The theatre commands are
being planned to integrate
the capabilities of the three
services and to ensure opti-
mal utilisation of their
resources.

In his address, the Chief of
Defence Staff termed joint-
ness and integration as pre-
requisites to the creation of
functional integrated theatre
commands, and explained
the significance of such com-
mands.

"The creation of such com-
mands will separate the
'operational’ functions from
the Raise-Train-Sustain
(RTS) and other administra-
tive functions, and will allow
greater focus of the opera-
tional commander to matters
of security," he said.

u STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: Union minis-
ter Ajay Bhatt said Tuesday
the strength of a country
resides not only in its mili-
tary might but also in its
ability to adapt to changing
circumstances and leverage
its cultural heritage as a
source of power.

The minister of state for
defence was addressing an
event at the National
Museum here to mark the
culmination  of  Project
Udbhav, which aims to pro-
mote indigenous discourse in
the Army by integrating
India's ancient strategic acu-
men into a contemporary
military domain with a focus
on making the force "future-
ready".

The project is a collabora-
tion of the Indian Army and
Delhi-based think-tank
United Service Institution of
India (USI).

Can court examine legality of arrest after cognisance
of ED's complaint taken: SC to Hemant Soren

m STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday asked for-
mer Jharkhand chief minister
Hemant Soren whether a writ
court can examine the legality
of his arrest after the trial
court has taken cognisance of
the prosecution complaint
filed by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in the
money laundering  case
against him related to an
alleged land scam.

A vacation bench of Justices
Dipankar Datta and Satish
Chandra Sharma, which post-
ed the matter for further
hearing on Wednesday, asked
Soren's counsel to first satisfy
the court as to how interim
bail can be granted to him for
campaigning in the Lok
Sabha poll when his applica-
tion for regular bail has been
dismissed.

"The trial court, after taking
a prima facie view that
offence has been committed,
has passed a judicial order
taking cognisance of prosecu-
tion complaint. What will
happen to that judicial order
especially when it has not
been challenged? You have to
satisfy us, can a writ court
examine the legality of arrest
after the judicial order taking
cognisance has been passed,"
the bench told senior advo-
cates Kapil Sibal and
Arunabh Chowdhury, who
appeared for Soren.

Both the lawyers sought
time till Wednesday to
respond to the court's queries.

Addmonal Soheltor General

SV Raju, appearing for the
ED, opposed Soren's interim
bail plea, contending his case
was different from that of
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, who was granted
interim bail on May 10 for
campaigning in the general
elections.

He said the trial court had
on April 4 taken cognisance of
the prosecution complaint,
ED's equivalent of a charge
sheet, upon finding that a
prima facie case was made out
against Soren.

Sibal said no offence of ille-
gal possession of land is made
out against Soren under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA),
which is not a
predicate/scheduled offence.

"T am raising a question of
constitutional infirmity. It
relates to my freedom. It
relates to taking away of my
right to liberty under Article
21. Why can't T challenge my
arrest under the PMILA,
when no offence is made out.
The writ court can interfere,
if my rights are affected," he

said.

The senior lawyer submitted
that if the court is not inclined
to grant interim relief to
Soren, then it will have to hold
that the moment an accused
moves a regular bail applica-
tion, his right to challenge
section 19 of the PMLA
(power of arrest) stands extin-
guished.

"We need assistance on the
issue from both the sides," the
bench said while referring to
the subsequent developments
following Soren's arrest like
dismissal by the high court of
his plea challenging his arrest,
cognisance of the prosecution
complaint (charge sheet), and
dismissal of his regular bail
application.

Sibal said the trial court has
only taken a prima facie view
that an offence has been com-
mitted but the petitioner's
case 1s that his arrest itself is
bad in law.

"This is totally different.
The material before the trial
court does not disclose com-
mission of offence under the
PMLA and hence arrest is
illegal," he said.

The bench said, "We need to
have some intense debate on
the issue and need assistance
from both sides. We are keep-
ing our mind open and have
not formed our opinion.
Satisfy us."

Sibal said the high court had
reserved its order on Soren's
plea challenging his arrest on
February 28, and on May 3,
the court pronounced the ver-
dict.

"Yes, I have moved for regu-
lar bail before the trial court
on April 15 but what else
could T have done," he said,
adding that the bail applica-
tion was moved without any
prejudice to Soren's rights
and contentions.

Raju intervened and said
that Soren simultaneously
pursuing bail while challeng-
ing his arrest in the high court
was akin to "riding two horses
at a time".

Raju, who raised prelimi-
nary objections to the main-
tainability of Soren's petition,
told the bench, "This case can-
not be compared with the
other case (Kejriwal's case).
Else, every day someone will
come challenging arrest and
criminal proceedings will go
for a toss. It will open a pan-
dora's box."

He added that unlike
Kejriwal's case, Soren was
arrested on January 31, long
before the schedule for the
Lok Sabha election was
announced on March 16.

The ED has, in its affidavit,
said Soren is actively attempt-

Cong leaders "failed" to protect party's
constitution: Nirmala Sltharaman

m STATE TIMES NEWS

PATNA: Union Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Tuesday
slammed Congress leaders
for spreading lies that the

NDA intends to change the
constitution and said leaders
of the grand old party should
stop talking about such
things as they "failed" to pro-
tect the constitution of their

Gold, silver retreat from record
levels amid profit taking

m STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: Gold and sil-
ver prices retreated from
record highs in the national
capital on Tuesday, with the
yellow metal plunging by Rs
550 per 10 grams due to
profit-taking and weak glob-
al trends.

According  to  HDFC
Securities, gold prices were
impacted by hawkish com-
ments from one of the US
Fed Reserve members, who
suggested that interest rates
will need to continue at cur-
rent levels for a longer period
to bring inflation back to tar-
get.

Gold prices declined by Rs
550 to Rs 74,650 per 10
grams.

It had settled at Rs 75,200
per 10 grams in the previous
session.

Silver prices also declined
Rs 1,600 to Rs 94,500 per
ke.

In the previous session, it
had settled at Rs 96,100 per
ke.

"Spot gold prices (24
carats) in the Delhi markets
were trading at Rs 74,650
per 10 grams, down by Rs
550 against the previous
close," Saumil Gandbhi,

Senior Analyst of
Commodities at HDFC
Securities, said.

In the international mar-
kets, spot gold at Comex was
trading at USD 2,420

per ounce, down USD 22
from the previous close.

Silver was quoting lower at
USD 31.60 per ounce.

"Gold is trading slightly
lower on profit-booking, after
hitting an all-time high in
early trades.

"The underlying momen-
tum remains positive amid
rising bets for an early rate
cut by the Federal Reserve
after the incoming data has
shown signs of a slowdown in
economic activity as well as
cooling inflation," Pranav
Mer, VP -  Research
(Commodity & Currency) at
BlinkX and JM Financial
Services, said.

According  to  experts,
traders will closely monitor
the Federal Open Market
Committee (FOMC) meeting
minutes set to be released on
Wednesday, along with com-
ments from various Fed offi-
cials, which will provide more
insights on the Fed's mone-
tary policy outlook.

own party just to promote
one family.

"Congress and RJD leaders
are spreading lies that the
BJP-led NDA would change
the Constitution after com-
ing to power. Congress lead-
ers should stop talking about
protecting the Constitution.
How can they talk about
such things, when Congress
leaders failed to protect the
constitution of their own
party? They must remember
how former Congress presi-
dent Sitaram Kesri was
locked in a room to prevent
any obstacle in Sonia
Gandhi's elevation in the
party”, she said while inter-
acting with media persons
here.

Alleging that the RJD and
Congress are trying to "ro
SCs, STs and OBCs of quo-
tas and divert these to
Muslims, she said, "They
want to give reservation on
the basis of religion to benefit
Muslims only, which is
against the Constitution.
The Congress and RJD are
trying to rob SCs, STs and
OBCs of quotas and divert
these to Muslims. The
Congress party in Karnataka
has already done this".

"When Congress was in
power, it never gave due
respect to Baba Saheb
Ambedkar. He was given the
Bharat Ratna in 1990. They
don't deserve to speak about
the Constitution or Baba
Saheb Ambedkar. Modi Ji
has taken several steps for
uplift of the weaker sections
of society....and also for the

owerall growth of the coun-
', she said.
She maintained that the

accelerated growth of eastern
states has always remained a
top priority of the NDA-led
Central government.

"The Central government
wants eastern states - Bihar,
West Bengal, Odisha - to
become engines of growth for
the whole country as part of
the goal to make India a
developed country by 2047"
said the Union Finance
Minister:

As far as Bihar is con-
cerned, she said, "Bihar's
growth was adversely affect-
ed due to ‘jungal raj' before
2005. The per capita Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) in
Bihar was Rs 21,282 in
1991, higher than Odisha.
But during 'jungal raj it
came down to Rs 14, 209,
almost a 33 per cent drop in
the Bihar per capita GDP. I
must say that post-2002 per
capita GDP in Bihar rose to
Rs 37,000".

The NDA government has
so far provided 40 lakh hous-
es to poor people under the
Pradhan Mantri Awaas
Yojana (Rural and Urban),
she added.

ing to "subvert" the probe in
the money laundering case
against him by "misusing
state machinery". Tt has
opposed his "special prayer"
for interim bail to campaign
in the Lok Sabha polls.

The agency said Soren's
arrest on January 31 has
been  upheld by  the
Jharkhand High Court and
his regular bail application
dismissed by the trial court on
May 13.

On May 13, Soren referred
to the top court's order grant-
ing interim bail to Kejriwal in
the money laundering case
against him linked to the
alleged Delhi excise scam and
sought identical relief for him-
self.

In his appeal filed through
advocate Praghya Baghel, the
JMM leader said the high
court had erred in dismissing
his plea.

The ED has alleged that
"huge amounts of proceeds of
crime” were generated by
Soren through manipulation
of official records by showing
dummy sellers and pur-
chasers in the guise of
forged/bogus documents to
acquire huge parcels of land
having value in crores of
rupees.

The probe against Soren
pertains to an 8.86-acre plot
of land in Ranchi that the ED
has alleged was illegally
acquired by him.

Soren is currently lodged in
judicial custody in Ranchi's
Birsa Munda Central Jail.

Pralsmg the Army and
USI, Bhatt said, "The aim of
this project envisioned by
USI is to find invaluable
insights into our strategic
culture by finding ancient
texts and oral traditions...
The geopolitical landscape is
continuously evolving and it
is necessary for our armed
forces to be adaptive and
innovative in their thinking."

In his address, the minister
also praised the ancient
Indian philosophy  of
'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam',
which was part of the tagline
used by India during its
year-long presidency of the
G20.

"The ancient principle of
"Vasudhaiva Kutambakam'...
has transcended cultural
boundaries and become a
guiding light in international
diplomacy," Bhatt said.

The Union minister said
that in the last decade, the
government of India has
started a significant journey
towards promoting indigeni-
sation initiatives in various
areas.

From health to manufac-
turing and from basic infra-
structure to defence, solid
efforts have been made for a

R —

strong national commitment
towards indigenisation, he
added.

"There is a need to honest-
ly make efforts to imbibe
Indian thoughts and values
even in our works and deci-
sions. The dream of 'Viksit
Bharat' can only be realised
when we fully understand
the priceless wisdom of our
ancient past and implement
it contextually in shaping
modern ambitions and poli-
cies," he said.

The event was also attend-
ed by Army Chief Gen Manoj
Pande and other senior offi-
cials of the force.

Bhatt further said that by
delving into India's ancient
texts and traditions, Project
Udbhav "not only enriches
our understanding of strate-
gic culture but also lends a
valuable discerning thinking
on unconventional war
strategies, diplomatie tradi-
tions, and moral thoughts in
a war'.

"As we delve into our histo-
ry and understand it deeply,
it is essential to identify that
historical narratives are not
limited to buildings and
objects alone, there is a sea
of knowledge beyond that.

"In our ancient texts, there
is a rich history, historians
are well aware of this and it
is a subject of continuous
research, which the defence
minister has earlier done,"
Bhatt said.

Therefore, the minister
said, it is important that "we
continuously discuss our his-
tory, and reevaluate it so
that we can ensure that our
past is neither distorted nor
oversimplified".

The Army chief said in his
address that the project was
launched at the maiden edi-
tion of the Indian Military
Heritage  Festival  last
October by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh.

Bhatt also said that India's
history is an amalgamation
of different thoughts and
accomplishments which is a
source of inspiration not only
for Indians but also for peo-
ple around the world.

Today, through social
media and other digital plat-
forms, the dissemination of
information has connected
the world together, due to
which curiosity towards
India's ancient knowledge
systems is growing in the
world, the Union minister
added.

Bhatt also inaugurated an
exhibition themed on the
"Evolution of Indian Military
Systems, Warfighting, and
Strategic Thought -- from
Antiquity to Independence',
which showeases the evolu-
tion of India's military sys-
tems and strategy.

290 cases of COVID-19 variant KP2, 34 cases of
KP.1 detected in India: INSACOG data

m STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: As many as
290 cases of KP2 and 34
cases of KP.1, both sub-line-
ages of COVID-19 that are
responsible for surge in
cases in Singapore, have
been found in India, accord-
ing to official data.

However, a source in the
Union health ministry told
PTI that they are all sub
variants of JN1 and there is
no associated increase in
hospitalization and severe
cases.

"So there is no reason for
concern or panic. The muta-
tions will keep happening at
a rapid pace and this is the
natural behaviour of viruses
like SARS-CoV2," the
source said.

The source further said
that the INSACOG surveil-
lance is sensitive and is able
to pick up the emergence of
any new variant and sam-

ples are also picked from
hospitals in a structured
manner to detect any
change in the severity of dis-
ease due to virus.

Data compiled by the
Indian SARS-CoV-2
Genomics Consortium
(INSACOG) showed that 34
cases of KP.1 have been
found across seven states
and U'Ts with 23 cases regis-
tered from West Bengal.

The other states are Goa
(1), Gujarat (2), Haryana
(1), Maharashtra  (4)
Rajasthan (2) and
Uttarakhand (1).

As many as 290 cases of
KP.2 have been registered
with Maharashtra reporting
the highest number at 148,
according to the data.

The other states and
Union territories are Delhi
(1), Goa (12), Gujarat (23),
Haryana (3), Karnataka
(4), Madhya Pradesh (1),

Odisha (17), Rajasthan
(21), Uttar Pradesh (8),
Uttarakhand (16) and West
Bengal (36).

Singapore is seeing a new
COVID-19 wave as the
authorities recorded more
than 25,900 cases from May
5 to 11 with KP.1 and KP2
accounting for over two-
thirds of cases in Singapore.

Globally, the predominant
COVID-19 variants are still
JN.1 and its sub-lineages,
including KP.1 and KP2.

KP.1 and KP2 belong to a
group of COVID-19 vari-
ants scientists have nick-
named 'FLiRT', after the
technical names of their
mutations.

The strains in FLiRT are
all descendants of the JN.1
variant, an offshoot of the
Omicron variant. KP.2 was
classified by the World
Health Organization as a
Variant Under Monitoring.

Maliwal assault case: CM's silence speaks volumes
about his stance on women's safety, says Delhi LG

m STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: Delhi Lt
Governor V K Saxena on
Tuesday said Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal's "deafening
silence" on the alleged assault
of AAP Rajya Sabha MP
"speaks volumes of his stance
on safety of women" and asked
him to come clean on the mat-
ter.

The Delhi Police on
Saturday arrested Kumar, an
aide of Kejriwal, after Maliwal
accused him of assaulting her
on May 13 at the Delhi Chief
Minister's official residence.

In a statement on X by Raj
Niwas, Saxena said the Delhi
Police is investigating the mat-
ter and it will be brought to its
"logical conclusion.”

He also called the alleged U-
turn by the party on the mat-
ter "baffling."

"T have been deeply dis-
tressed over the unfolding
media narrative over the last
few days on the issue of alleged
assault on Ms Swati Maliwal,
MP, Aam Aadmi Party, at the
residence of Chief Minister,
when she went there to meet

&

him all alone.

"Yesterday, she called me out
of sheer anguish, describing at
length her traumatic experi-
ence, and the subsequent
intimidation and shaming that
she is being subjected to by her
own colleagues. She also
expressed  concerns  over
reported tampering of evi-
dence and coercion against
her;" he said.

On Kejriwal, Saxena said, "T
would have expected that at
least for the sake of propriety,
my CM would have come
clean, rather than being eva-
sive and dodgy. His deafening
silence speaks volumes of his
stance on safety of women."

Delhi is the national capital
and is home to the entire diplo-
matic community from around

the world and "such shameful
incidents and the insensitive
and conspiratorial contemptu-
ous government response, on
an issue of women safety, tar-
nishes India's image world-

wide," he said.

"Had such an icident hap-
pened in any other Chief
Minister's residence in the
country, external forces with
vested interests, inimical to
India, would have unleashed a
scathing global narrative
around women safety in India.
The absence of any outrage in
this case leaves several ques-
tions unanswered," he said in
the statement.

Saxena rooted for Maliwal
even, as he said, she has been
"vociferous", "hostile" and "bla-
tantly partisan towards me

and my office, often criticizing
me unJustlﬁdey

Saxena said it was "most dis-
turbing" that the alleged scene
of erime was the drawing room
of the Chief Minister, even
while he was allegedly present
in the house, and that it was
carried out by his "closest aide"
on a woman who was alone.

"Her fellow member of Rajya
Sabha confirmed her narrative
in full media glare, and
assured that the CM would
take firm action against the
culprit -- his aide.

"Subsequently, a total U turn
was done in the matter, appar-
ently at the behest of the high-
est functionary. This too is
inexplicable and baffling," he
said.

On May 14, senior AAP
leader Sanjay Singh had said
that the incident with Maliwal
was "highly condemnable” and
claimed that Kumar had "mis-
behaved" with her.

Days later, Atishi, in a press
conference, termed the case a
"BJP conspiracy" to frame
Kejriwal and called Maliwal its
"face."

NIA conducts multi-state raids in Bengaluru's
Ramshwaram Cafe blast case

u STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW  DELHI:  The

said.

Several customers and hotel staff mem-
bers were injured, some of them griev-

National
Investigation Agency (NIA) on Tuesday
carried out multi-state raids in connec-
tion with its probe in Bengaluru's
Ramshwaram Cafe blast case, officials

ously, in the blast that caused extensive
damage to the cafe in the IT city on

March 1.

"Multi-states raids were underway in
different locations," a senior NIA official
said, without sharing further details.

The probe agency, that took over the
case on March 3, had on April 12 arrest-
ed two key accused, including the mas-

termind Adbul Matheen Ahmed Taahaa,
in the matter.

Taahaa and the
Mussavir Hussain
allegedly  placed
Explosive Device (IED) at the cafe, were
arrested from a lodge near Kolkata,
where they were staying under the
assumed identities.

other accused,
Shazib, who had
the Improvised
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