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Sadhotra cautions against politicizing armed forces
heroism in Op Slndoor' terms 1t victory of entire nation
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JAMMU: National
Conference Additional
General Secretary, Ajay
Kumar  Sadhotra, on
Sunday cautioned against
politicizing the heroic
achievements of the Indian
Armed Forces, emphasiz-
ing that their recent suc-
cess in thwarting the mis-
adventure of Pakistan is a
collective victory of the
entire nation. Addressing a
public meeting at Sanan
Ghat, Dhar Mahanpur in
Basohli, which was organ-
ized by Madan Lal Ex-
Sarpanch and Raja Rafiq
Block President, Basohli,
Sadhotra said, "the valour
of the tri-services reflect
the indomitable spirit of
India. This triumph is not
of a particular party or
group, but of every Indian
who stood united against
the aggression of a rogue
nation. Attempting to
politicize such acts of
courage undermines the
unity and morale of our
forces and speaks volumes
about the myopic and
opportunistic nature of

Addrtronal General Secretary National Conference &

Former Minister Ajay Kumar Sadhotra addressing public
meeting at Sanan Ghat in Dhar Mahanpur in Basohli.

such polities."

He lauded the exemplary
unity demonstrated by the
people, irrespective of reli-
gion, region or caste, say-
ing this overwhelming soli-
darity has shaken the con-
fidence of the enemy
nation, which faced a befit-
ting response from India's
armed forces.

"The enemy has been
unnerved not only by the
strength of our military
response but also by the
resilience and unbreakable
spirit of our people,” he
added. Expressing deep
solidarity with the vietims
of border shelling,

Sadhotra extended his
heartfelt support and con-
cern for those who have
suffered due to cross-bor-
der hostilities. He hoped
that the government would
prioritize the rehabilitation
of affected families and
take prompt steps to
rebuild homes damaged in
the shelling.

Responding to the issues
raised by locals, Sadhotra
assured that the issue of
inadequate staffing at the
local Higher Secondary
School would be taken up
with the concerned author-
ities to ensure the students
do not suffer academically.

SRCC conducts anthropology workshop
for UPSC JKAS aspirants

UPSC, JKAS aspirants at a workshop.
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JAMMU: SR College of
Competitions recently
organized a well-received
workshop on the optional
subject Anthropology for
aspirants of the UPSC and
JKAS examinations. The
workshop was led by a dis-
tinguished faculty member
, known for his extensive
experience and result-ori-
ented teaching approach in
Anthropology.

The session was designed
to help aspirants under-
stand the Anthropology
syllabus in a systematic
and simplified manner. The
expert offered a clear
roadmap for preparation,
covered key themes and
topics in detail, and shared

an updated list of recom-
mended books, reports,
and additional  study
resources necessary for
comprehensive coverage of
the subject.

A major highlight of the
workshop was the detailed
discussion on Previous
Years' Questions (PYQs).
Aspirants were trained on
how to decode questions,
structure their answers
effectively, and enhance
the quality of their writing.
Emphasis was placed on
developing conceptual clar-
ity, analytical thinking,
and aligning responses
with the evolving demands
of the exam.

The workshop concluded
with an interactive doubt-

clearing session, where
students received personal-
ized guidance and valuable
exam-specific tips directly

from the expert.
Participants appreciated
the workshop's clarity,

practical insights, and its
student-centric approach.

In addition to subject-
specific workshops, SR
College is also offering a
comprehensive IAS
General Studies + CSAT
Test Series and a focused
JKAS Mains Test Series.
The JKAS series includes
18 full-length tests, each
followed by detailed discus-
sions and individualized
mentorship to help aspi-
rants strengthen their
writing and presentation
skills.

These tests are condueted
every Sunday at the college
campus.

‘With such targeted initia-
tives and expert-led pro-
grams, SR College of
Competitions continues to
uphold its commitment to
delivering high-quality
coaching and structured
guidance for civil services
aspirants across region.

Some of the students
demanded that all the Arts
subjects be introduced in
the 10+2 Sanan Ghat
School.

Additionally, he shared
concern over the proposed
shifting of the Primary
Health Centre (PHC) from
the area, asserting that
rather than relocation, the
facility should be further
strengthened to serve the
growing healthcare needs
of the local population.

"The government led by
visionary Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah will
address these genuine con-
cerns on a priority basis,"
he said.

Sadhotra reiterated the
National Conference's
commitment to standing by
the people, advocating for
their needs, and preserving
the integrity of national
institutions, including the
armed forces, from becom-
ing tools of political propa-
ganda. He exhorted the
people to maintain the glo-
rious ethos of together-
ness, saying unity in diver-
sity has been India's great-
est strength.

Madan Lal Ex-Sarpanch,
Mohinder Singh, Hans
Raj, Pawan Singh ExNaib

Sarpanch and Mashu Ram
joined National
Conference.

Sadhotra welcomed their
joining and hoped that
their dedication and zeal
will further strengthen the
party in this area.

Others who spoke in the
public meeting were Sham
Narayan Mehta District
President Kathua, Ayesha
Gupta, Sadanand Block
President, Chain Singh, Ch
Makhan Din.

Others who were present
on the occasion were Mohd
Ayoub Malik Provincial
Secretary, Raghubir Singh
District President Jammu,
Amrish  Sharma  Vice
President Central Zone,

Sandesh ~ Shan  Zonal
Secretary Centre Zone,
Aslam Khan Zonal
Secretary, Hamid

Chowdhary Zonal President
YNC, Ashwani Charak
Block President Jammu,
Surinder Mehta Block
President Lakhanpur,
Vishawjeet Singh Youth
District Vice President
Jammu, Rajesh Sharma
Sr. Vice President

Kathua, Veer Ji Bhat,
Sandeep Manhas, Asha
Mehra, Anju Dogra,
Madhu.

Special exhibition on Basohli
Mlnlature Paintings held

Dignitaries Ilghtlng ceremonial lamp.
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JAMMU: Department of

Archives, Archaeology and
Museums, J&K joined the
global celebration of

International Museum Day
2025 at Dogra Art Museum,
Jammu. Every year 18th May
is celebrated as International
Museum Day across the world.
The day is observed to cele-
brate the diversity of our cul-
tural heritage and the efforts
being made for the preserva-
tion of our tangible and intan-
gible heritage. The Theme for
this  year's International
Museum Day is "The Future of
Museums in Rapidly Changing
Communities'.

To mark the occasion, a spe-
cial exhibition on Basohli

Miniature  Paintings was
organised, showcasing the
intricate artistry and historical

significance of this unique

painting style. The exhibition
provided visitors with a rare
opportunity to explore the
vibrant colours, detailed com-
positions, and rich heritage of
Basohli art, which has long
been recognized as an integral
part of India's artistic legacy.
The event was organised on the
directions of K.K. Sidha,
Director, Archives,
Archaeology and Museums,
J&K and has further directed
for free entry of the visitors to
the  museums of  the
Department in J&K for this
day. The event started by way
of lightning of traditional lamp
by Prof. Poonam Choudhary,
Director, Centre for Studies in
Museology, University of
Jammu, Prof. Vishal Sharma,
Dean, School of Social Science,
Cluster University of Jammu,
Prof. Ranjodh Singh, H.O.D.
History, Govt. Degree College,

Samba,  Prof.  Surinder
Par]har H.0.D. History,
G.C.W,, Gandhi Nagar and Sh.
Mukul Magotra, Curator,
Dogra Art Museum, Jammu.

Speaking at the event, Prof.
Poonam Choudhary from the
University of Jammu empha-
sized the importance of muse-
ums in fostering cultural
exchange and education. She
applauded the Department of
Archives, Archaeology and
Museum's efforts in curating
exhibitions that not only pre-
serve history but also inspire
future generations to appreci-
ate and engage with traditional
art forms.

The celebration of
International Museum Day
2025 at the Dogra Art
Museum underscored the
evolving role of museums as
dynamic spaces for learning,
mnovation, and community
engagement. By offering free
entry, the museum ensured
accessibility for all, encourag-
ing a wider audience to partici-
pate in the festivities and deep-
en their understanding of
Jammu's rich artistic heritage.

The event is curated and
coordinated by  Mukul
Magotra, Curator, Dogra Art
Museum, Jammu under the
supervision of Sh. KK. Sidha,
Director; Archives, Archaeology
and Museums, J&K.

BJP leadership visits shelling-hit Chamb & Akhnoor,
assures swift relief and security
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JAMMU: J&K BJP leader-
ship led by its President Sat
Sharma, visited several
shelling affected villages and
listened to the problems of
the people in Kharah Balli,
Panjtooth Pallanwala, Kot
Maira, Pahariwala, Naraina

areas of Khour under
Chhamb Assembly
Constituency, and Nai
Basti, NarsinghPura,

Garkhal, and Bhalwal Parth
of Pargwal Mandal under
Akhnoor Assembly
Constituency.

Leader of Opposition Sunil
Sharma, Lok Sabha MP
Jugal Kishore Sharma, BJP
National Secretary and
MLA Dr. Narendra Singh,
Vice President and MLA
Sham Lal Sharma, MLA
Mohan Lal Bhagat, DDC
Vice-Chairperson Suraj
Singh, former MLAs Rajiv
Sharma & Dr. Krishan,
DDCs  Bhushan  Bral,
Suresh Sharma, & Sharda
Bhau, Prabhari Brijeshwar
Rana, District President

J&K BJP Presrdent Sat Sharma speaking at a programme.

Kuldeep Sharma and other
senior leaders of the party
accompanied BJP President
during the tour.

Senior BJP leadership,
besides interacting with the
people at the ground level,
conducted back-to-back
public meetings.

Senior BJP leadership
also joined the Tiranga
Rally in Pargwal area of
Akhnoor to honour the sac-
rifices and bravery of brave
Indian Forces. The Tiranga
Yatra was organized by the
Civilians  for  National

IEI Jammu Centre celebrates World
Telecommunication & Information Society Day
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JAMMU: The Institution of
Engineers (India), Jammu
Centre celebrated World
Telecommunication &
Information Society Day
with the theme "Gender
Equality in Digital
Transformation".

The event was attended by
Engineers from various
Departments, Organizations
and Senior Engineers along
with  Members of the
Committee of IEI, Jammu
Centre.

On this occasion, Satish
Sharma, Minister for IT,
Youth Services & Sports,

Transport, Science &
Technology, Food, Civil
Supplies &  Consumer

Affairs, ARI & Training,
Govt of J&K UT graced the
occasion as Chief Guest, Mr.
Manish  Jain, Director
Department of
Telecommunications,
Ministry of Communications,
Government  of  India,
Jammu was the Keynote

¥

Minister for IT, Satish Sharma at a programme being organized by IEI Jammu Centre.

Speakers. Er. Anil Verma,
FIE Chairman, 1EI,
Jammu Centre presided
over the function.

Er. Anil Verma, Chairman
in his Welcome Address
introduced the day's theme
to the audience. He empha-
sized that it is the prime
duty of every citizen to
make females digital savvy
by making them aware
about the use of ICTs.
Smartphones in present
days' World can make a
major difference to achieve
Gender Equality in this con-
text. He also advocated for
issuance of one smartphone
each to every Anganwadi
worker so that she in turn

can educate all the young
girls and women in their
respective Anganwadis digi-
tally aware and literate.

Satish Sharma, Chief
Guest in the beginning
asked the gathering to
observe two minutes silence
for peace of departed souls
during the recent conflict
with the neighboring coun-
try.

He also highlighted that
digital transformation is
going to transform the face
of Jammu & Kashmir and
in that league, efforts are
being made to setup IT
parks in cities of Jammu
and Srinagar which shall
provide employment to

youth of J&K and especially
50% of the seats shall be
reserved for females. It shall
be a leap frog step in the
gender inclusiveness and
pave way for bridging the
digital divide.

The initiatives like free e-
buses for women shall bring
the women from rural areas
closer to the main stream
and help them to connect
with employment opportuni-
ties across the length and
breadth of Jammu and
Kashmir. The aim of J&K
Govt. is to contribute
towards sustainable devel-
opment in our UT & end the
years of gender diserimina-
tion prevailing in the socie-

Arun Gupta elected President of Arya
Samaj Dayanand Marg Jammu
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JAMMU: Arya Samaj
Dayanand Marg Jammu
witnessed a  spiritually
uplifting and significant day
as it conducted its elections
in a solemn atmosphere,
beginning with Sandhya,
Hawan, and devotional bha-
jans. In a unanimous deci-
sion reflecting unity and col-
lective trust, Arun Kumar
Gupta was elected as
President and was vested
with the authority to form
his own cabinet. The election

proceedings were conducted
under the guidance of Dr.
Kulbushan Mahotra, Senior
Vice President, ensuring
transparency and discipline
throughout. Balwan Singh,
General Secretary, presented
detailed updates on the
developmental initiatives at
Bathera  and  Bathera
School, including enhance-
ments in rental income that
will support ongoing proj-
ects. Ashok Chaturvedi,
Manager of Arya Kanya
Vidyalaya, Kachi Chawani,

highlighted the school's
progress and its mission of
empowering young girls
through value-based educa-
tion.

Following his election,
Arun Kumar Gupta
announced his  cabinet,

appointing Dr. Kulbushan
Mahotra as Senior Viee
President, Diwakar
Chauhan as Vice President,
Balwan Singh as General
Secretary, Pt. Mukesh
Shastri as Treasurer, and
Ashok  Chaturvedi  as
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Manager of Arya Kanya
Vidyalaya.

In his vote of thanks,
Gupta expressed deep grati-
tude for the trust placed in
him by the members and
pledged to uphold the values
of Arya Samaj with integrity
and devotion, working collec-
tively to achieve the goals set
forth.

The event concluded with
the distribution of Rishi
Langer, marking the close of
a meaningful and harmo-
nious gathering.

ty.  Manish Jain, Keynote
Speaker highlighted the
importance of International
Telecommunication Union
(ITU) in digital transfor-
mation and initiatives of
Department of Telecom for
digital inclusiveness so that
digital divide in the country
is minimized.

The goal of sustainable
development is only possible
if 50% of population i.e.
females also equally create,
code and lead our country to
progress.

During the seminar Er.
Ranjeev Sawhney, MIE; Er.
Sachin Tickoo, MIE; Er.
Joy Ganjoo, AM
Technologist & Er. Anil
Kumar, AMIE also present-
ed their papers on the
theme.

Er. Avneet Gupta, MIE,
Honorary Secretary, IEI
Jammu Local Centre pre-
sented the vote of thanks to
the august gathering and
media personnel for active
participation.

DC Rajouri assesses damages In shelllng affected
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RAJOURI: Deputy
Commissioner Rajouri
Abhishek Sharma today visit-
ed Gonni village in the
Dhangri area to assess the
damages caused due to recent
incidents of cross-border
shelling. He was accompanied
by Revenue Officers and other
concerned officials.

During the visit, the
Deputy Commissioner took
stock of the losses suffered by
the residents and issued on-
the-spot directions to the
Revenue Department to expe-
dite assessment of damages to

Security, Akhnoor.

Sat Sharma, lauding, the
brave Indian forces who
gave befitting reply to the
Pakistan's bewildered
aggression, said that the
Indian forces meticulously
and professionally proved
the India's might and made
it very clear that India won't
tolerate any misadventure
risking the lives of innocent
Indian nationals.

Sat Sharma assured the
people that the Modi govern-
ment and the BJP family
stand like a rock with them.

He further said that the
party leadership will advo-
cate for the quick disbursal
of claims, and all the needed
infrastructure for the civil-
ians to lead their lives with
dignity and security.

Sunil Sharma highlighted
the commitment of the
Central Government to
establishing lasting peace in
the region. Referring to
'Operation Sindoor', he said
the action had sent a strong
message globally that India
stands resolute in defending
its peace and sovereignty.

Jugal Kishore Sharma
strongly condemned
Pakistan's targeting of civil-
ians and assured the affect-
ed families that the govern-
ment is committed to timely
relief, and compensation for
damaged property.

Dr. Narinder Singh reiter-
ated BJP's 'Nation First'
ideology and stated that the
New India has both the
capacity and the will to act
decisively  against  any
threat. Sham Lal Sharma
assured the public that the
BJP leadership is closely
monitoring the situation and
is actively involved in relief,
rehabilitation, and long-
term development efforts in
the affected villages.

Mohan Lal Bhagat appre-
ciated the people living in
these villages, and acknowl-
edged their determination in
facing difficulties, as well as
the strong sense of patriot-
ism they displayed. He
admired their consistent and
heartfelt support for the
Indian Armed Forces.

Harbans Roshan Bhalla Educational Foundation
launches 14-day scholarship selectlon drlve
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JAMMU: The Harbans
Roshan Bhalla Educational
Foundation (HREF) has
commenced a  14-day
Scholarship Selection Drive
from May 18 to 31, 2025.
This noble initiative is
aimed at providing educa-
tional support to underpriv-
ileged children, especially
girls and students from
rural and economically
weaker backgrounds. The
drive was formally inaugu-
rated today by the Guest of
Honour, Jagmohan
Sharma, Former Executive
Director of POWERGRID
and Chairman of JPDCL.
The event marked the
beginning of a campaign
dedicated to empowering
young lives through educa-
tion. This year, the founda-
tion plans to induct approx-
imately 300 new students
into its scholarship pro-
gram. The drive is open to
students from classes 1st to
3rd studying in government

schools, ensuring that the
support reaches the grass-
roots level.

In addition to its scholar-
ship program, the founda-
tion also recognizes aca-
demic excellence through
special awards. The "Ram
Lal Bhalla Awards For
Toppers Scheme" rewards
students who secure more
than 75% marks, while the
"Sunanda Dua Awards"
honor students who excel in
board examinations.

Kunil Bhalla, Managing
Trustee of the foundation,
extended an open invitation
to eligible children and their
families to participate in

DC Rajouri Abhishek Sharma visiting Gonni village to
assess damages.

property, livestock, and crops.
DC Abhishek Sharma also
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interacted with the affected
families and other members

this opportunity. He empha-
sized the foundation's com-

mitment to
brighter future through
education, stating that
HREF continues to stand
on the pillars of trust, com-
passion, and a strong drive
to uplift society.

The scholarship test will
be held daily from May 18
to 31, 2025, between 9:30
AM and 12:00 Noon at the
Bee Enn General Hospital
Complex, Talab Tillo Road,
Jammu. The foundation
hopes to witness a strong
turnout and looks forward
to nurturing the next gener-
ation of scholars.

Gonni village

of the general public at their
doorsteps. He patiently lis-
tened to their concerns and
assured them of swift redres-
sal of genuine grievances.

He emphasized that the dis-
trict administration stands
firmly with the affected fami-
lies and is committed to
ensuring timely relief and
rehabilitation.

The Deputy Commissioner
directed the officers to main-
tain close coordination with
the locals and ensure that all
necessary support is extended
to the affected households
without any delay.

creating a




