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NDA-1V Modi Govt deciding to include
caste enumeration in Census raises hopes
for real good to many SC/ST/OBC
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Dr Jitendra launches IAS officers’ e-Book.

proposes adding Al based options

Reviews reorganisation proposals of H&UD Deptt

CM calls for better urban governance,
operational efﬁcwncy in UD set-up

CM Omar Abdullah chairing a meeting at Srinagar on Monday.

m STATE TIMES NEWS

SRINAGAR: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah on Monday
chaired a meeting to review
proposals for the reorganisa-
tion of departments and
agencies under the Housing

&  Urban  Development
Department (HUDD),
emphasising the need to
strengthen institutional

capacity to ensure effective
implementation and long-
term sustainability.

The meeting was attended

by Advisor to the Chief
Minister Nasir Aslam Wani,
Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo,
Additional Chief Secretary to
the Chief Minister Dheeraj
Gupta, Commissioner
Secretary H&UDD Mandeep
Kaur, Commissioners of the
Srinagar and  Jammu
Municipal Corporations,
Director General (Codes),
Vice Chairpersons of the
Srinagar Development
Authority  and  Lakes
Conservation & Management

Greater Kailash Murder case
HC sets aside trial court order declining
defer of cross of eye-witness

m STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: In amuch publi-
cized  Greater  Kailash
Murder case in which nine
accused including retired
IPS Officer was allegedly
involved, the accused have
filed a petition before the
High Court under Section
528 of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita,
2023 (for short, "BNSS")
read with Article 227 of the
Constitution of India, for set-
ting aside order dated April
15, 2025, passed by learned
Principal Sessions Judge,
Jammu, ["the trial court"] in
case "UT of J&K w
Parshotam Singh and others'

12 spies held in Punjab,
Haryana, UP

m STATE TIMES NEWS
CHANDIGARH/LUC-
KNOW: At least 12 persons,
including a YouTuber, have
been nabbed on the charges
of spying for Pakistan in the
past two weeks from Punjab,
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh
with investigations pointing
out that they were allegedly
part of a Pakistan-linked
espionage network operating
in north India, police said.

While six of them have
been held from Punjab, four
were nabbed from neigh-
bouring Haryana.

Among those arrested, two
women, including  the
YouTuber from Haryana,
were allegedly in touch with
Pakistani officer Ehsan-ur-
Rahim alias Danish posted
at the Pakistan High
Commission in New Delhi.
On May 13, India expelled
the Pakistani official for
allegedly indulging in espi-
onage.

Police investigations so far
revealed that the accused
were allegedly passing on
sensitive information to
Pakistani Intelligence
Operatives (P1Os),
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Temperature (Jammu)

Max: 39.6°C Min: 23.1°C
Humidity
Max : 50 Min : 23
Temperature (Srinagar)
Max: 29.1°C Min: 16.2°C
Humidity
Max : 62 Min: 36
Sunset : 19:25 Hours
Sunrise : 05:29 Hours

under Sections 120B, 447,
427, 302, 307, 506, 147 and
201 IPC, in terms whereof,
their plea for deferring cross
examination of six eye-wit-
nesses, came to be declined.
Justice Rajesh Sekhri of
Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh High Court after
hearing Adv Sakal Bhushan
with Adv Rahul Sharma for
the petitioners whereas
Special PP RK Kotwal for
the accused, allowed the peti-
tion and set-aside the
impugned order passed by
Trial Court and ordered that
as a consequence, the appli-
cation filed by the
H CONTD ON PAGE 9

Authority and other senior
officials.

At the outset,
Commissioner  Secretary
H&UDD presented a com-
prehensive overview of the
proposed departmental reor-
ganisation, aimed at restruc-
turing various constituent
bodies of the department to
enhance operational efficien-
¢y, clarity roles and responsi-
bilities and improve service
delivery across Jammu and
Kashmir.

She informed the meeting
that the proposals, which
have received financial con-
currence, seek to optimise
human resource deployment,
increase efficiency, and
strengthen urban governance
mechanisms in Jammu &
Kashmir.

Among the key proposals,
the restructuring of the J&K
Housing Board seeks to
address the current staff
imbalance-where over 50% of
employees are Class IV-by
rationalising and creating
posts to improve technical
capacity and overall func-
tionality.

The reorganisation of the
Lakes  Conservation &
Management Authority
(LCMA) involves the re-des-
ignation of scientific and
technical posts to align with
Pollution Control Committee
standards, along with ratio-
nalisation of
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Summer vacation in
Jammu province district

courts from June 9 to 23
m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The district courts
in the summer zone of
Jammu provinee, excluding
those in district Kishtwar,
Doda, and specific courts in
Ramban and Kathua, will
observe a 15-day summer
vacation from June 9 to 23,
2025.

The principal district and
sessions judges, along with
Chief Judicial Magistrates
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S_chools in30 b_order areas
In Jammu region reopen

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Schools along the
India-Pakistan border in
Jammu reopened on Monday
as normaley has begun to
return to the region.

After remaining shut for
almost 12 days in the after-
math of the recent hostilities
between the two countries,
schools falling in 30 loca-
tions close to the Line of
Control and International
Border reopened in Poonch,
Rajouri, Jammu, Samba
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Air surcharge 50 paisa for Leh

4 blind Judokas of J&K represent India
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India-Pakistan conflict was always
in conventional domain: Misri to
parllamentary panel

m STATE TIMES NEWS

NEW DELHI: Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri told
a parliamentary committee
on Monday that the conflict
between India and Pakistan
was always in the conven-
tional domain, and there was
no nuclear signalling by the
neighbouring country, PTI
reported quoting sources.

The sources said Misri reit-
erated the government's
stand that the decision to
stop military actions was
taken at a bilateral level, as
some opposition members
questioned US President
Donald Trump's repeated
assertions about his adminis-
tration's role in stopping the
conflict.

The Ministry of External
Affairs, in a presentation to
the Standing Committee on
External Affairs which is
headed by Congress MP
Shashi Tharoor, asserted
that the initial probe into the
Pahalgam terror attack
revealed  "communication

SIA files chargesheet in Surankote temple grenade attack case

Pakistan-based terrorist among two charge-sheeted

m STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: The  State
Investigation Agency
(SIA) of Jammu and
Kashmir has filed a
chargesheet in connection
with the grenade attack on
a temple in Surankote that

occurred on November 15,
2023.
The chargesheet has

been filed against two
individuals namely Abdul
Aziz, son of Late Abdul
Rehman, resident of Hari

Safeda, Surankote,
District  Poonch, and
Nazir Ahmed alias

Naziroo alias Ali Khan,
son of Late Khursheed
Ahmed, a Pakistan-based

terrorist who also hails

from Hari Safeda,
Surankote, SIA official
said.

"Investigations have

revealed that Abdul Aziz
carried out the grenade

attack on instructions
received  from Nazir
Ahmed, who is currently

operating from Pakistan.
Nazir Ahmed had exfil-
trated to Pakistan in
2001, where he joined the
proscribed terror outfit
Hizbul Mujahideen (HM)
and later became associat-
ed with the Jammu
Kashmir Gaznavi Force
(JKGF)," official said.
Towards the end of 2022,

Army Chief visits Longewala, praises role
of soldlers in Op Sindoor

= STATE TIMES NEWS
JAISALMER/NEW
DELHI: Army Chief Gen
Upendra Dwivedi on Monday
visited Liongewala in the for-
ward areas of Rajasthan,
where he interacted with
troops and congratulated
them for their "exemplary
role" in the success of
Operation Sindoor, officials
said.

He also reviewed the joint
actions undertaken in coordi-
nation with the Indian Air
Force and the Border
Security Force, they said.

Joint actions of the Indian
Army, the Indian Air Force
and the Border Security

Force durmg Operation
Sindoor not only "blunted
enemy intent" but also estab-
lished a "new mnormal" in
maintaining operational
dominance along the western

Search ops underway in Rajouri following
reports of susplclous movement

u STATE TIMES NEWS

RAJOURI: Security
forces launched a search
operation following

reports of suspected move-
ment in the border belt of
Rajouri district, officials
said on Monday.

A search operation in the
forest belt of Poonch dis-
trict is also underway.

Acting on information
that a woman spotted
three suspected persons in
Nowshera area late
Sunday night, a search
operation was launched in
the area, they said.

The operation is being
carried out by a joint team
of security forces, they
said.

“9® O-

front, the officials said.

The western front had
faced attack from Pakistan
military, including waves of
drone assault into Indian
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official added, Nazir
Ahmed re-established con-
tact with Abdul Aziz, his
relative, through encrypt-
ed messaging applications
using Pakistan-based
numbers.

During this time, official
said, Nazir radicalized and
recruited Aziz into
HM/JKGF, instructing
him to carry out grenade
attacks in District Poonch
to further the terror out-
fit's agenda and ideology.

Nazir Ahmed not only
indoctrinated and reeruit-
ed Abdul Aziz but also
supplied him with hand
grenades and detailed
instructions for the execu-

Girl killed, father injured
after tree uprooted by

qusty winds falls on tent
m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: A 10-year-old
girl died while her father was
injured after a tree uprooted
by gusty winds fell on their
tent in Shopian district, offi-
cials said on Monday.

The tree fell on the tent of
a nomadic family in Keller
area of the district late
Sunday leading to the spot
death of Shobia Riyaz, they
said, adding that her father,
Riyaz Ahmad was injured in
the incident.

High speed winds blew
across Kashmir valley on
Sunday night, causing wide-
spread damage to residential
houses and other
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tion of the attack through
encrypted communication
channels, official said.

The investigation reveals
a wider conspiracy by the
Pakistan-sponsored Hizbul
Mujahideen to destabilize
the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir. The
act aimed to spread terror,
incite communal violence,
and undermine public
peace by creating fear
among the common people.

The filing of the
chargesheet underscores
the SIA's unwavering

resolve to dismantle terror
networks and safeguard
the peace and security of
Jammu and Kashmir.

nodes" of tOI rorists with then
"masterminds in Pakistan".

The ministry said
Pakistan's track record as
terror sanctuary is well
established, rooted in solid
facts and evidence, and said
it blames India for the
killings of some individuals
on its soil despite its allega-
tions being devoid of any
facts or any evidence.

It is meant to draw a false
equivalence between the two
counrries, the ministry said,
adding that UN-designated
terrorists roam freely in

Pakistan and continue to
incite violence against India.

When some opposition
members of the committee
prodded him on the US
leader's repeated attempts to
take centre stage, India's top
diplomat  quipped that
Trump did not seek his con-
sent for doing so.

No other country, the for-
eign ministry in its presenta-
tion said, has "any locus
standi" to comment on the
issue  of Jammu and
Kashmir, a clear
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LG Sinha reconstitutes
SMVDSB, SASB

m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: The
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha on Monday reconsti-
tuted the Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Shrine Board and nom-
inated nine distinguished
personalities, from various
walks of life, as members for
three years.

A notification approving
the reconstitution of the
board was issued by the
Lieutenant Governor, who is
also the Chairman of the
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board.

The nine members include
Sudha Murty,
Mahamandaleshwar  Shri
Swami  Vishveshvaranand

Giriji Maharaj, Dr Ashok
Bhan, IPS (Retd.),
Baleshwar Rai, IAS (Retd.),
Gunjan Rana, Dr. KK
Talwar, Kulbhushan Ahuja,
Lalit Bhasin and Suresh
Kumar Sharma.

The Lieutenant Governor
also reconstituted the Shri
Amarnath Ji Shrine Board
(SASB) and nominated nine
eminent luminaries, from
various walks of life, as mem-
bers for three years.

A notification approving
the reconstitution of SASB
and nomination of members
was issued by the Lieutenant
Governor, who is also the
Chairman of the SASB.
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J&K Bank CISO honoured at ESCON 2025
Also recognised as 'Smart CISO of India' by CIO AXIS

u STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: In a moment of
pride for J&K Bank, its
Chief Information Security
Officer (CISO), Muneer
Hassan Kongawani, has
been conferred with the pres-
tigious 'CISO of the Year'
award at Enterprise Security
Connect. (ESCON) 2025 -
South Asia's premier cyber-
security summit. Bestowed
during the conference held in
Goa organised by
StrategINK Pvt. Litd. from
May 16-18, the honour rec-
ognizes his exemplary leader-
ship and significant contri-
butions to cybersecurity and
information risk manage-
ment across industries.

J&K Bank's CISO Muneer Hassan Kongawani receiving award.

The award was presented
by the Chief Guest Amitabh
Kant, who is India's G20
Sherpa and former CEO of
NITI Aayog.

Just a day earlier, he was
also felicitated as one of the

New e-Zero FIR will help nab cyber criminals
with unprecedented speed: Shah

= STATE TIMES NEWS

NEW DELHI: The Indian Cybercrime
(I40),
comes under the Ministry of Home
Affairs, introduced the new e-Zero FIR
initiative to nab cybercriminals with
unprecedented speed, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah said on Monday.
Started as a pilot project for Delhi, the
new system will automatically convert
into FIRs eyber financial crimes filed on
the National Cybercrime Reporting
Portal (NCRP) and helpline number
1930, initially above the threshold limit
of Rs 10 lakh, he said. The minister said
the process of issuing FIRs electronical-
ly, irrespective of territorial jurisdiction,
will soon be extended to the entire

Coordination Centre

nation.

This initiative will enable easy restora-
tion of money lost by victims and facili-
tate punitive action against ¢yber crimi-
nals. It leverages the provisions of the
recently introduced criminal laws, an

official statement said.

which

"The MHA's

Indian Cybercrime
Coordination Centre (I4C) introduced
the new e-Zero FIR initiative to nab any
criminal with unprecedented speed.
"Liaunched as a pilot project for Delhi,
the new system will automatically con-
vert eyber financial erimes filed at
NCRP or 1930 to FIRs, initially above
the threshold limit of Rs 10 lakh. The
new system, which will drive investiga-

2® ©

tions swiftly cracking down on ecyber-
criminals, will soon be extended to the
entire nation," Shah wrote on 'X'.

The home minister said the Modi gov-
ernment is bolstering the cybersecurity
grid to build a eyber-secure Bharat.

The 14C was established by the MHA
in New Delhi to provide a framework
and ecosystem for law enforcement
agencies to deal with eybercrime in a
coordinated and comprehensive manner.

The I4C is envisaged to act as the
nodal point to curb cybercrime in the
country.

This is a significant step to achieve
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's vision
of a 'Cyber Secure Bharat', the official
statement said.

The home minister had given instruc-
tions for the implementation of this ini-
tiative in a recent review meeting of the
14C, keeping in view the difficulties
faced by victims of cyber financial
crimes in the recovery of the money lost.

The National
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'Smart CISOs of India' by
CIO AXIS - a platform that
honours transformative lead-
ership in I'T and information
security in the country.
Notably, over the past
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Govt extends CISF's
mandate to check cargo,
in-line baggage till May 21

m STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: The Union
government has extended an
order given to the Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF) for temporarily
supervising cargo operations
and in-line hold baggage
sereening system at 69 civil
airports of the country under
its counter-terrorist cover till
May 21, official sources said
Monday.

The Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS)
had issued an official direc-
tion in this context on May 9
and had directed the CISK
to undertake this task till
May 18.

The order has been extend-
ed till May 21, sources told
PTI. A CISF spokesperson
had said earlier that the
order mandated
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