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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Jammu and
Kashmir Pradesh Congress
Committee (JKPCC) on
Friday staged a protest in
the Jammu North Assembly
segment against BJP MLA
R.S Pathania, strongly con-
demning his controversial
and derogatory remarks tar-
geting the Indian Air Force
(IAF).

The protest was led by sen-
ior Congress leader and for-
mer Minister Mula Ram and
was organized by JKPCC
Vice President and Incharge
District President Jammu
Rural, Hari Singh Chib. 

Addressing the gathering,
Mula Ram expressed shock
over the BJP legislator's
baseless and irresponsible
allegations against the
Indian Air Force. He
emphasized that such
remarks not only undermine

the morale of the armed
forces but also insult the
sacrifices of those who risk
their lives to defend the
nation.

"The armed forces dis-
played extraordinary
courage and strategic
strength in the face of
enemy aggression. Instead
of praising them, BJP

Leaders chose to malign
their honour - this is not just
shameful, it is unforgivable,"
he said.

Hari Singh also slammed
the MLA, stating that it is
disgraceful for a representa-
tive of a party that constant-
ly claims to champion patri-
otism to indulge in such
anti-national rhetoric. "By

making such false and
demeaning statements,
MLA has hurt the senti-
ments of patriotic citizens
and questioned the capabili-
ty of one of the finest air
forces in the world," he said.

Calling the statement a
grave insult to national secu-
rity forces, the protesting
Congress leaders demanded

immediate disciplinary
action against Pathania and
urged that a case of treason
be registered. 

"Attacking the Indian Air
Force is nothing short of
desh-droh (treason). The
BJP must stop politicizing
Operation Sindoor and come
clean on its legislator's out-
rageous conduct," he added.

Those who joined the
protest included Rajinder
Singh Jamwal, Rajinder
Kumar, Sagar Choudhary,
Bittu Rampal, Surinder
Kumar, Om Parkash. H.S
Bagghi, Rishu Kumar,
Paroshtam Singh, Kamal
Singh, Jangh Bhadhur
Singh, Vinay Baru, Tarun
Vaid, Parveen Akhter Balkar
Singh, Jaggater Singh,
Ramesh Hans, Ragnesh
Hans, Tony, Aju Singh,
Madan Singh Chib and
Vidya Sagar Sharma.

Congress holds protest against
Pathania’s statement on IAF

Congress leaders protesting against MLA R S Pathania.

STATE TIMES NEWS
RAMGARH: Dr. Devinder
Kumar Manyal, MLA
Ramgarh and Former
Minister for Health and
Medical Education, Jammu
& Kashmir, visited the his-
toric Bamu Temple, a cul-
turally and historically sig-
nificant site estimated to be
around 175-200 years old.

Constructed by Bamu
Shah, the temple is built on
a small, square-shaped
raised platform made of
bricks. Its inner and outer
walls are beautifully
adorned with vibrant wall
paintings depicting various
episodes from the
Ramayana and
Mahabharata. Built parallel
to the Abtal Temple, it
stands as a symbol of the
region's spiritual and artis-
tic heritage. As per histori-
cal records, Maharaja Gulab
Singh had granted several
acres of land to Bamu Shah
in recognition of his dedica-

tion and service.
During his visit, Dr.

Manyal announced the con-
struction of a new road that
will connect the historically
important sites of
Chambyal, Bamu Shah
Temple, and Abtal Mandir.
This major infrastructure
development aims to boost
heritage and religious
tourism, improve connectivi-
ty, and enhance local eco-
nomic opportunities.

Connecting these sites

with a dedicated road will
open new avenues for
tourism, cultural preserva-
tion, and economic develop-
ment in the region," said Dr.
Devinder Kumar Manyal.

Also present on the occa-
sion were Former BDC
Chairman Darshan Singh,
Sarpanch Abtal Tajinder
Singh, and Anil Gupta, who
welcomed the announcement
and stressed the importance
of preserving such invalu-
able cultural landmarks.

MLA Ramgarh visits Historic Bamu Temple, announces
road connectivity to promote heritage tourism

Dr. Devinder Kumar Manyal, MLA Ramgarh 
during visit to Bamu Temple.
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BHADERWAH: In the run-up to the much-anticipated
Lavender Festival 2025, a team of local administration led by
Additional Deputy Commissioner (ADC) Sunil Bhutyal on
Friday conducted a detailed inspection of venue readiness at
the Sports Stadium, Government Degree College Bhaderwah.

During the inspection, the ADC took stock of ongoing
preparations and issued on the spot instructions to stakehold-
er departments to expedite the remaining works. The stress
was laid on ensuring proper sanitation, electricity supply,
drinking water availability, stage setup, decoration, parking
facilities and other public convenience measures. The aim is to
transform the venue into a vibrant and welcoming space for
tourists, guests and local residents who are expected to attend
in large numbers. The officers present on-site for the review
included XeN R&B, Block Development Officer, Block
Medical Officer and others. All departments were directed to
work in coordination and ensure timely completion of their
respective responsibilities, keeping in view the cultural and
tourism significance of the festival.

Bhadarwah gears up for
Lavender Festival-2025
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KATHUA: A one-day
awareness workshop on the
Pradhan Mantri
Formalisation of Micro
Food Processing
Enterprises (PMFME)
scheme was organised at
Panchayat Ghar Ghair,
Block Marheen. 

The event witnessed par-
ticipation from farmers,
SHG members, FPOs, and
officials from Agriculture,
Horticulture, Floriculture, Co-operative departments, J&K Bank Chadwal, NRLM, and the BDO

office. Ex-Sarpanch
Jangveer Singh graced the
occasion. AMO Kathua,
GMIs, and DRP Kathua
informed attendees-particu-
larly women, youth, and
farmers-about the scheme's
benefits and urged them to
avail its opportunities for
food processing enterprise
development. Various
departments also shared
insights into their schemes
to support rural entrepre-
neurship.

Awareness workshop on PMFME Scheme held

Officials during the workshop. 
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KATRA: In a significant
step towards strengthening
community engagement and
fostering cooperation
between law enforcement
agencies and educational
institutions, Dr. Varun
Dutta, NCC Coordinator,
and Dr. Rajiv Kumar, NSS
Coordinator of Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi University
(SMVDU), actively partici-
pated in the "Thana Diwas"
function organized by the
Jammu & Kashmir Police
under the Civic Action
Programme at Police Post
Kakryal.

The event was held in the
presence of senior police
officials including Paramvir
Singh (SSP Reasi), Vipin
Chandran (SDPO Katra),
and Sh. Bhism Dubey, along
with several representatives
from nearby villages. The
objective of the Thana
Diwas initiative is to
enhance police-public inter-
action, address grievances

at the grassroots level, and
build trust between the
community and the police
force. 

Dr. Varun Dutta and Dr.
Rajiv Kumar addressed the
large gathering comprising
local villagers, students, and
police personnel. During
their address, they provided
an overview of Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi University,
detailing the various under-
graduate, postgraduate,

and doctoral programmes
offered across disciplines
such as engineering, sci-
ences, humanities, manage-
ment, and social sciences.
They emphasized the uni-
versity's commitment to
academic excellence,
research, and holistic stu-
dent development. In addi-
tion to academics, the coor-
dinators also highlighted
the various community out-
reach and social initiatives

undertaken by the universi-
ty through its NCC and
NSS units. These include
regular blood donation
camps, tree plantation
drives, the "Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan" (Drug-
Free India Campaign),
awareness drives against
sexual harassment, and var-
ious cleanliness and health
awareness campaigns.
These initiatives aim to
instill a sense of social

responsibility and civic con-
sciousness among students
while contributing meaning-
fully to society.The event
was meticulously coordinat-
ed by Sh. Rajat Magotra,
Sub-Inspector, Police Post
Kakryal, and his dedicated
team, who ensured the
smooth conduct of the pro-
gramme and facilitated con-
structive dialogue between
the police and the local pop-
ulation.The participation of
SMVDU's representatives
in the Thana Diwas pro-
gramme was appreciated by
the attendees and police
officials alike. It marked a
positive step toward greater
collaboration between aca-
demic institutions and law
enforcement bodies in
addressing social chal-
lenges, promoting aware-
ness, and encouraging
youth engagement in
nation-building activities.

SMVDU NCC & NSS Coordinators participate in ‘Thana Diwas’

Police officials along with SMVDU faculty during the programme.


