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STATE TIMES NEWS
BUDGAM:  Union Minister
Dr Jitendra Singh said here
on Tuesday that Kashmir is
an essential part of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
New India journey. It is time
to avail of the enormous new
openings initiated over the last
eight years, which are shaping
the destiny of 135 crore
Indians, under the able guid-
ance of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, he added. 

The Minister was addressing
a public gathering at an event
"Gareeb Kalyan Sammelan '',
organised at  Beheshte Zahra
Park to mark the completion
of eight years of the Modi
Government in the service of
the nation.

Dr Jitendra Singh said that
a three-tier system of govern-
ment has been introduced for
the first time in Jammu and
Kashmir in seventy years and
it will not be long before people
get to see and feel the benefits
of such a system.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Minister deliberated on
different centrally sponsored
schemes and different initia-
tives launched by the Modi
Government to ensure equi-
table development of people of
Jammu and Kashmir, some-

thing which they had been
deprived of for long for no
fault of theirs.

The Minister also distrib-
uted benefits under Mudra,
PM Svanidhi, Ayushman
Bharat, PMAY-G and various
agriculture and horticulture
related schemes and distrib-
uted various logistics among
them.  

The Minister later on also
interacted with the District
and Sectoral Officers in a
meeting convened in New
Conference Hall Budgam.
During the meeting, Deputy
Commissioner Budgam
Shahbaz Ahmed Mirza
through PowerPoint presenta-
tion highlighted the overall
district profile, major achieve-
ment of various departments
in sectors including power,
water supply, roads, social wel-

fare, Agriculture,
Horticulture and allied activi-
ties. The Minister took stock
of the status of various sectors
including health, education,
water supply and construction
of roads among others.

On the occasion, Dr
Jitendra Singh laid e-founda-
tion of different development
projects including Watalpora-
Wahabpora road, upgradation
of Gariend-Wadwan road, and
upgradation of Dajimalik
Gund, Punch Gund, Nijloo
Wahpora including Mamgund
Road.  E-foundation was also
laid for one receiving station
at Ompora Budgam.

The Minister also e-inaugu-
rated OPD Block, Operation
Theatre and Wards at SDH
Nagam, additional accommo-
dation for Model Higher
Secondary  School Chadoora,

Middle Anganwadi Training
Centre at Karipora, Budgam
and Govt. High School
Wagoora B.K Pora, Budgam.
The Minister also e-inaugu-
rated District Bilingual
Website designed and devel-
oped by NIC Team Budgam.
It is pertinent to mention here
that the website will act as a
vital link between the District
Administration and citizens so
far as dissemination of infor-
mation is concerned.

An awareness cum training
programme on eco-friendly
and sustainable farming
methods and demo and distri-
bution of solar pumps by
Science and Technology
Department was also held at
Sheikh-ul-Alam Hall on the
occasion.

Commenting upon the
potential of Budgam, the

Minister said that the district
has the biggest assets in the
form of agriculture, horticul-
ture and other allied activi-
ties. He said that in this direc-
tion, more areas need to be
explored so that maximum
resources are tapped for
socio-economic development
of the public.

The Minister emphasised
upon holding of massive
awareness campaign and
instructed KVK Budgam,
Indian Institute of Integrative
Medicines and SKUAST to
hold joint seminar cum
awareness programmes in the
near future to give  further
boost to agricultural activities
across district Budgam. Some
villages in Budgam shall be
identified and developed as
solar villages, the Minister
announced.

While concluding, the
Minister applauded efforts of
District Administration
Budgam for the steps and ini-
tiatives taken for overall
development of the district.
The Minister also hailed the
sincere coordination and joint
synergy between District
Administration and elected
representatives including
DDCs, BDCs and PRI work-
ers of the district.

Kashmir essential part of Modi’s New India journey: Dr Jitendra

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh presiding over an administration 
meeting in Budgam on Tuesday.
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NEW DELHI: The Delhi government will pro-
vide free electricity connections to shops run by
Kashmiri Pandits in INA market here, Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia said on Tuesday.
All expenses from installation of transformers to
electricity connections will be borne by the
Kejriwal government and the entire work will be
completed within a month, he said. "Kejriwal gov-
ernment is determined to work towards uplift-
ment of Kashmiri Pandits in Delhi instead of
politicising their issues," the deputy chief minister
said. Earlier this year, the BJP had targeted
Kejriwal over his comments on 'The Kashmir

Files', a movie that depicts the plight of Kashmiri
Pandits. On Tuesday, Sisodia held a meeting with
senior officials of the departments concerned,
including BSES and Public Works Department,
and directed them to immediately inspect the ear-
marked place to install transformers and ensure
electricity connections within a month. Earlier, a
delegation of Kashmiri Pandits had apprised
Kejriwal about the issue of power connections in
the market. The delegation had informed the
chief minister that there were more than 100
shops of Kashmiri Pandits in INA market, and
they had been shifted several times previously
because of various construction activities.

Delhi Govt to provide free power
supply to KPs’ shops in INA market
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JAMMU: Saying enough is enough, Senior BJP leader Mr
Devender Singh Rana on Tuesday observed that selective
killings are acts of terrorism aimed at creating disharmony,
adding people of Kashmir, particularly the civil society must
come out strongly and openly against Pakistan and her prox-
ies who are responsible for such dastardly killings.

Rana hoped the people of Kashmir will come forward to
restore pristine glory of the Valley that has received huge
dent by the alien gun culture over the past three decades.

He strongly condemned the yet another barbaric killing of
a school teacher in Chawalgam area of the Kulgam district
by terrorists and said the inhuman act speaks of a sinister
campaign to create fear psychosis, instability and discord
between the communities in order to keep the Valley boiling.
This is an attempt to scuttle the process of normalisation
that has resulted in fillip to economic activities in the Valley
in recent times. He said this is an uncomfortable situation
for Pakistan and it's lackeys, who are desperate to reverse
the positives achieved by the security forces with the cooper-
ation of the people. The enemies of peace are, therefore,
working overtime to revert back the Valley to the dark tun-
nel again that has already undergone colossal damage to its
culture, heritage and way of life of the people, who essential-
ly believe in amity and brotherhood, he said.

Rana also decried the attempts of creating alibis and pro-
viding cover fire to the perpetrators of lunatic violence   by
disgruntled elements in terms of raking up non-issues like
talks with Pakistan etc to further their political agenda.  In
their nefarious pursuit, they are causing much harm to
Kashmir peace and normalcy. He hoped the people will see
through their game plan and unequivocally raise their voice
against terror ecosystem.

"Was the crime of Rajni Bala to educate young children so
grave and unpardonable to warrant bullets in the chest",
Rana asked, adding that the people will not tolerate such an
abuse to their glorious heritage, known the world over. He
said terrorism has no place in the civilized society and exud-
ed confidence that ultimately the monster of terror will eat
up the vitals of its mentor.

Rana said such acts of dastardly violence will not deter the
Nation's resolve to uproot terrorism, punish the perpetrators
and their handlers. He said terrorism is on its last leg in
Kashmir and those struggling to give it a new life will per-
ish.

The senior BJP leader conveyed his condolences to the
bereaved family, prayed for peace to the departed soul and
strength to all her nears and dears to bear this irreparable
loss.

Time for Kashmiris to rise against
Pakistan, its proxies: Rana

SHAKEELA ANDRABI
SRINAGAR: Frequent rains, hailstorms and gusty winds have
left Valley farmers in dire straits, as orchards in Shopian,
Kulgam, Kupwara, Baramulla and Budgam districts suffered
great damages, approximate about 30 per cent to 40 per cent.
On April 24, thunderstorm along with massive hailstorm
occurred at many places of North Kashmir, which wreaked
havoc in many villages of Baramulla and Kupwara district
causing damage to apple orchards and walnut trees.

Hailstorm lasted for about 8 minutes which resulted in heavy
damage to apple, walnuts, cherry and vegetable at numerous
villages including Puthwari, Nowgam, Reshwari, Yahama,
Mawerbala, Lawoosa, Qalamabad, Audoora, Shatgundbala and
Drangsoo. Again on April 26, another strong hailstorm hit
parts of Srinagar, including Tangmarg and Gulmarg. In
Tangmarg, the hailstorm was witnessed for about 5 to 7 min-
utes while it lasted for more than 10 minutes in Gulmarg, which
caused damage to standing crops and orchards. 

Another hailstorm within two days in South Kashmir dam-
aged apple fruit and buds in about a dozen of villages.
Orchardists said that hailstorm lasted for around 25 minutes in
afternoon and damaged 50 to 80 percent of the apple crop in.
The villages which were affected due to the hailstorm include
Kapran, Vehil, Chak Nowgam, Chak Kachdoora, Kanjiullar,
Dangam, Wangam, Pandushan and other adjoining areas.

The dry spell in March and first week of April has already
caused problems for fruit-growers. March, which is usually
considered wettest month, saw very few spells of rain this year.
Experts believe the current dry spell is a result of global warm-
ing. "The dry spell and then untimely heavy rains with thun-
derstorms and hailstorm is caused by global warming and
Kashmir is also witnessing the same effect," said an officer of
Sher e Kashmir University of Agricultural sciences and
Technology.

A horticulture official said that the department is constituting
a team to access extent of losses. DG Horticulture also shared
few pictures showing how the hailstorm had caused damage to
orchards at different places. Meanwhile, as per forecast issued
by Meteorological (MeT) Department for next 24 hours, a brief
spell of rain/thunderstorms may occur at some pockets and
there is no forecast of any major rain spell for next few days.

Untimely rains, hailstorms cause extensive
damages to Horti, Agri sectors in Valley


