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2 soldiers injured...
they said. The cause of the fire is not known immediately but fire incidents in

forests across Jammu region have witnessed manifold increase due to the prevailing
heatwave conditions and scant rainfall this season.

J&K ranks highest..
2021 Report which provides suggestions for governments to further enhance their

e-Governance service delivery systems.
In the Union territories category, Jammu and Kashmir was assessed for the first

time in NeSDA 2021 and scored the highest amongst all UTs for six sectors, the
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions said in a statement.

Meghalaya and Nagaland are the leading State Portals with an overall compliance
of more than 90 per cent across all assessment parameters among the northeast and
hill states, it said.

Among Union territories, Jammu and Kashmir ranked the highest with an over-
all compliance of nearly 90 per cent, according to the report.

Kerala, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Punjab, Karnataka and Uttar Pradesh had a com-
pliance of more than 85 per cent among the Remaining States category, it said.

According to the report, Kerala had the highest overall compliance score amongst
all the States and UTs.

Among the Services Portals for North-East and Hill States, the highest-ranking
states of Meghalaya and Tripura showed improvement across all six sectors com-
pared to NeSDA 2019, the report said.

Among the Remaining States, the overall score of Tamil Nadu increased the most
in 2021 compared to 2019.

Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Punjab, Goa, and Odisha also improved the compliance
of their Services Portals by 100 per cent.

Punjab, Tamil Nadu, and Rajasthan are the leading states with compliance of
more than 75 per cent across all parameters for their Services Portals.

The second edition of the NeSDA has been prepared covering the assessment of
states, Union Territories. It focuses on Central Ministries on their effectiveness in
delivering online services to citizens.

The biennial study also provides suggestions for governments to further enhance
their e-Governance service delivery systems.

The Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (DARPG) had
constituted the NeSDA in 2019 as part of its mandate to boost the e-government
endeavours and drive digital government excellence.

NeSDA helps the respective governments improve their delivery of citizen centric
services and shares best practices across the country for all States, UTs and Central
Ministries to emulate.

DARPG embarked on the second edition of NeSDA study in January 2021.
The NeSDA 2021 framework was finalised after multiple consultative workshops

with States, UTs and Central Ministries from March 2021 to May 2021.
The NeSDA 2021 Portal was formally launched in June 2021 to conduct the

entire assessment process online.
The data collection, synthesis and analysis processes spanned the next 12 months

till May 2022.
Regular review meetings were held during this period to provide necessary guid-

ance to stakeholders.
In addition to the DARPG team supported by NASSCOM and KPMG, 36 nodal

officers from State and UTs and 15 nodal officers from Central Ministries came
together to ensure the successful conduct of NeSDA 2021.

More than one lakh responses from across the country were reviewed to finalise
the findings of NeSDA 2021 report.

The report covers services across seven sectors finance, labour and employment,
education, local governance and utility services, social welfare, environment and
tourism sectors.

The assessment covered 56 mandatory services for each state and UT and 27 serv-
ices for the focus Central Ministries.

The second edition of NeSDA added eight State/UT level services and four Central
Ministry services.

Five of the State/UT level services assessed in NeSDA 2019 are now offered
through Central Ministries and hence were not considered for the 2021 assessment.

The portals assessed were classified into one of two categories.
State/UT/Central Ministry Portal, the designated portal of the respective govern-

ment that provides a single window access to information and service links, is the
first category.

These portals were assessed on four parameters, viz., accessibility, content avail-
ability, ease of use, and information security and privacy.

The second category comprises of the State/UT/Central Ministry Services Portals
which focus on the digital delivery of services and provide service-related informa-
tion.

The Services Portals were assessed on an additional three parameters, viz., End-
service Delivery, Integrated Service Delivery, and Status and Request Tracking.

To facilitate comparative assessment of the progress in e-services across the coun-
try, the assessment parameters have remained the same as in the 2019 study.

NeSDA has followed the Good Governance Index 2021 grouping of the States and
UTs.

North-East and Hill States make up the first group while Union Territories make
up the second group.

The remaining states of India have been classified into two states as Remaining
States Group A and Remaining States Group B.

NeSDA 2021 has shown clear progress for e-Governance services across the coun-
try.

States and UTs have strived to implement to the recommendations of NeSDA
2019 for creation of integrated State/UT Portals and enhancing the number of serv-
ices provided on their services portals.

Further, governance in the times of the pandemic necessitated operationalisation
of security measures such as VPNs, flexible working policies including work-from-
home, and development of several new apps that brought citizens and governments
closer through use of technology inter alia providing timely services at the doorstep.

Improvement in the country's e-Governance landscape may be summarised in the
following key takeaways increase in e-Service Delivery, rise in use of integrated/cen-
tralized portals for delivery of e-Services, improvement across assessment parame-
ter scores.

In NeSDA 2021, 1,400 services across all states and UTs were assessed as com-
pared to 872 in 2019, an increase of over 60 per cent.

Seventy-four per cent respondents of the nation-wide citizen survey conducted

during the study had stated that they are satisfied with the e-Services provided by
the States and UTs.

The e-Services of Finance and Local Governance and Utility Services sectors were
the most widely used by citizens.

The rising trend of e-Services delivery shifting from single silo departmental por-
tals to integrated/centralised portals has resulted in higher citizen satisfaction.

The NeSDA 2021 findings demonstrate the journey of e-Services towards citizen
centricity and benchmarking governance.

Governments across the country have put a stronger emphasis on integrated serv-
ice delivery which has led to a greater number of e-Services being offered through
integrated/centralised portals.

These portals also provide unified access to services, improving accessibility and
usability.

They also provide a uniform digital experience to users, creating ease of use
through intuitive navigation, uniform look and feel, improved content availability,
robust information security, and privacy mechanisms.

These factors have led to increase in scores across all assessment parameters.
An overall improvement has been seen in scores across all parameters and at all

levels with Information Security and Privacy being the most improved parameter
across all portals.

Among the Central Ministry Portals, scores have improved for four portals.
Among the Central Ministry Services Portals, scores have improved for 6 portals

while among States and UTs, scores have improved for 28 of the State / UT Portals
and for 22 of the State / UT Services Portals.

5 LeT terrorists...
the encounter, the spokesperson said.
He identified the slain terrorists as Junaid Ahmad Sheergojri of Gadoora in

Pulwama, Fazil Nazir Bhat of Drabgam in Pulwama and Irfan Ahmad Malik of
Arabal Nikas in Pulwama.

According to police records, all three were part of groups involved in several terror
crime cases, including attacks on police and other security forces and civilian atroc-
ities, the spokesperson said.

Sheergojri, along with his associate Abid Hussain Shah of Monghama in
Pulwama, who was killed on May 30, was involved in the killing of police personnel
Reyaz Ahmad at his house on May 13, he added.

"He was also involved in the June 2 attack on labourers at a brick kiln in Chadoora
on the outskirts of the Pulwama-Budgam axis, in which one labourer was killed and
others were injured," the spokesperson said.

Incriminating materials, arms and ammunition, including two AK-47 rifles and a
pistol, were recovered from the encounter site. All the recovered materials have been
taken into the case records for further investigation, the spokesperson informed.

Kumar congratulated the security forces for carrying out the anti-terrorist opera-
tion in a professional manner and without any collateral damage.

He also lauded them for tracking and neutralising the terrorists involved in the
recent killing of police personnel in Pulwama.

Earlier, the IGP said 99 terrorists were killed in the valley so far this year. With
Parray's killing, the number has gone up to 100.

Will ensure honourable...
the Kashmiri Pandits living in Jammu and different parts of the country and out-

side. The central and Union Territory governments are working together to ensure
your honourable return and rehabilitation in the valley within a time frame, the min-
ister said.

Referring to the targeted killings by terrorists in the valley, he said there is no need
for a major concern as the government and the security agencies are alert and are
giving a befitting reply to them.

Patel said the central government under the leadership of Modi had shown to the
world that the party is capable of doing anything.

We have restored grass-roots democracy (by holding elections to panchayat and
urban bodies), fast forwarded development, procolated the benefits of central
schemes to the poor, completed delimitation and also provided reservation to the
deserving communities, he said.

Asked about communal tension prevailing in different parts of the country includ-
ing J&K following remarks by two now-suspended BJP leaders, he said since the
country under the leadership of Modi is growing in popularity, there are certain
forces who are jealous and do not want peace to prevail.

These forces are a handful and the government and its agencies including police
and intelligence are alert and will be dealing with them as per the law, he said.

Earlier addressing the function, he said the protests over the past 48 hours in dif-
ferent parts of the country cannot be ignored.

It is evident that those behind these protests are jealous of Modi since his return
to power for the second time, Patel said.

Referring to the revocation of Article 370 of the Constitution in August 2019, the
minister said he had joined BJP only because he wanted removal of this article.

I have not imagined that Article 370 will go before our eyes...It was not an easy
task, he said, adding the same was the case with the construction of Ram temple
and triple talaq and said most of the central government schemes are women-cen-
tric.

He said while most of the issues were addressed by the Modi-led government, there
are still some pending issues which are linked to the heart and need to be addressed.

The crown of India is incomplete without PoK which will be ours one day...without
this, our progress is incomplete, he said as he spoke about various achievements
made by the BJP-led government in the country after Modi came to power in 2014.

He assured Pandits that all their pending demands like adequate space in flats,
enhancement of monthly relief and employment opportunities for the youth will be
addressed.

Kashmiri Pandits United Front, meanwhile, handed over a memorandum to the
minister highlighting various demands including permanent solution and rehabilita-
tion of the community at a single place.

It also appealed to the government to acknowledge that Kashmiri Pandits are vic-
tims of genocide and pleaded for passage of a bill in the parliament in this connec-
tion with a provision to identify those behind their genocide to bring them to justice.

Sonia admitted to...
had sought more time from the probe agency, which has now issued a fresh sum-

mons for her to appear on June 23. The ED has registered an FIR in a money-laun-
dering case pertaining to the National Herald-AJL case.

Security conference focuses...
Director General of Police, Jammu Mukesh Singh, was held at the Dharmund

Army Garrison in Ramban district on Saturday, he added.
The spokesperson said the meeting with the civil administration and police offi-

cials from Ramban and Kishtwar districts was held with the aim of increasing syn-
ergy, interaction and coordination between the civil and military agencies for the
forthcoming pilgrimage.

The 43-day-long yatra to the 3,880-metre-high holy cave shrine of Amarnath is
scheduled to start on June 30 from two routes -- the traditional 48-km Nunwan
route in south Kashmir's Pahalgam and the 14-km shorter Baltal route in central
Kashmir's Ganderbal. The pilgrims pass through Ramban along the Jammu-
Srinagar national highway to reach the base camps in the valley.

Among others who attended the meeting were the deputy inspector general of
police, Doda, Kishtwar and Ramban, the Ramban SSP, the SSP (Traffic), the assis-
tant commissioner (R&AW) and senior military officers of the region, the spokesper-
son said.

He said the interaction provided an opportunity for deliberations on important
issues of mutual interest impacting the security of the region.

"All officials stressed the need for harmonious functioning of the government agen-
cies to make the event successful," the spokesperson said.

In view of the prevailing internal security situation, he said "an overview of the
security was also undertaken to ensure complete synergy between all security agen-
cies and the civil administration for a coordinated effort towards the achievement of
the laid down goals".

Lightning strike takes...
administered first aid at the post. He was then taken to a medical facility, where

he was declared dead at 11.45 pm, he said.
Meanwhile, the Army on Sunday paid tributes to the rifleman.
In a solemn ceremony at BB Cantonment, Corps Commander, Chinar Corps, Lt

Gen ADS Aujla and all ranks paid homage to the soldier on behalf of the nation, the
spokesperson said.

Singh had joined the Army in 2011 and belonged to Bhadrauli village of Bah
Tehsil, Agra in Uttar Pradesh. He is survived by his wife, two children, the
spokesperson said.

"The mortal remains of Rifleman Lokendra Singh are being taken for last rites to
his native place, where he would be laid to rest with full military honours," the
spokesperson said.

"In this hour of grief the Army stands in solidarity with the bereaved family and
remains committed to their dignity and well-being," he said.

Aadil arrested for...
On the basis of the provocative speech, police have registered a case under section

295A (deliberate and malicious acts, intended to outrage religious feelings of any
class by insulting its religion or religious beliefs) and 506 (Punishment for criminal
intimidation) of the Indian Penal Code.

Ganai is the first person arrested in the case although raids were also conducted
at several other places in the town to apprehend other accused including right wing
activists who also stand booked in separate cases registered at the local police sta-
tion, the officials said.

A police official said there was no untoward incident reported from anywhere in
both Doda and Kishtwar districts.

There was no relaxation in curfew in Bhaderwah town, while strict restrictions
under section 144 Cr PC also continued in Gandoh, Thathri and Doda towns
besides Kishtwar town. Similarly restrictions under prohibitory orders were lifted
from Ramban district on Saturday, the official said.

He said the authorities are monitoring the situation and a decision to relax the
curfew and restrictions will be taken later in the day.

Prominent citizens of both the communities are actively engaged with police and
efforts are on to normalize the situation, the official said.

The protests started in Bhaderwah town of Doda on Thursday when hundreds of
people staged a sit-in against the controversial remarks against the Prophet
Mohammad.

After intense negotiations, the protestors agreed to clear the road and entered the
neighbouring Jama Masjid. Purported video clips of the inflammatory speeches
went viral on social media.

Broadband and mobile internet services remained suspended in several areas,
including Bhaderwah and Kishtwar towns, as a precautionary measure.

PM personifies true...
only national level projects like Devika River Project and Pakal Dul Hydro Power

Project were initiated, but several stalled projects like Shahpur-Kandi Project and
Rattle Project were restarted.

At the same time, north India's first industrial biotech park and express corridor
from Katra to Delhi were initiated besides, he said, adding that the constituency
also got three government medical colleges.

Land acquired after...
taken over and the payment of compensation under the Land Acquisition Act,

1894 paid.
"In that view of the matter, the petitioner has no right to occupy and/or continue

with the possession, as after the acquisition, the land absolutely vests with the state
government. The high court has rightly refused to interfere and we are in complete
agreement with the view taken by the high court.

"Therefore, we see no reason to interfere with the impugned order in exercise of
our powers under Article 136 of the Constitution of India. The Special Leave
Petition is, accordingly, dismissed," the bench said.

The high court had said after the acquisition of land and passing of award, the
land vests with the State, free from all encumbrances.

The Uttar Pradesh government had contended that the possession of the land in
question was taken in 1996 and even the entry of the revenue record was changed.
However, the petitioner had encroached the area again, it had said.

"Any person retaining the possession thereafter has to be treated as a trespasser.
When a large chunk of land is acquired, the State is not supposed to put some per-
son or police force to retain the possession and start cultivating on the land till it is
utilised. The government is also not supposed to start residing or physically occupy-
ing the same once the process of the acquisition is complete.

"If, after the process of acquisition is complete and land vests in the State free
from all encumbrances with possession, any person retaining the land or any re-
entry made by any person is nothing else but trespass on the State land," the high
court had said.
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STATE TIMES NEWS 
KATHUA: Women Indian's Chamber of
Commerce & Industries (WICCI) Jammu
Kashmir Yoga Council organised its maid-
en yoga awareness programme at historical
Jasrota fort under Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsava. The yoga awareness pro-
gramme was organised as per the
Instructions from National WICCI Yoga
President Dr. H.R Lata. Dr. Sakshi
Sharma , President WICCI Jammu
Kashmir Yoga Council said that Its all due
to blessings of Maa Kaali that WICCI
Jammu Kashmir Yoga Council has started
its Yoga Journey in Jammu Kashmir from
the holy place of Maa Jasrota in Kathua.

Updesh Andotra , National Executive
Member BJP Mahila Morcha , Reena

Slathia , President Jammu Kashmir Karni
Sena , Veena Rathore , Renu Andotra ,
Shubika Jamwal , Isha Sharma , Satyan
Khajuria, Sunny Sharma, Babloo Jasrotia
were present along with other Yoga follow-
ers. Raghunandan Singh Babloo, President
Jasrotia Biradari & Vice Chairman DDC
Kathua presided appreciated the efforts of
Dr Sakshi Sharma and also conveyed her
wishes for her journey as a WICCI
President in Jammu Kashmir. 

Dr Sakshi Sharma said that WICCI Yoga
Council is team of Active and enthusiastic
Females and WICCI Yoga Jammu
Kashmir Council welcomes all like-minded
females to come forward and join hands in
spreading the light of Yoga in Healthy
National building.

WICCI J&K Yoga Council organises
maiden Yoga awareness programme

A resource delivering lecture during the programme. 

STATE TIMES NEWS 
JAMMU: The daughter-in-law of the
erstwhile royal family of J&K and Pro
Vice Chairperson Delhi Public
Schools, Ritu Singh, was awarded
Nelson Mandela Nobel Peace Award
2022 in a ceremony in association
with Maharaja Hari Singh Award
foundation will be held on 11th June
2022 in Hari Niwas Palace -Jammu.

During the ceremony, Ritu Singh,
who is also  chairperson FICCI FLO's
Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh chap-
ter, was also presented with an
Honorary Doctorate Degree in Global
Leadership.

The Nelson Mandela Nobel Peace
Awards, presented by the Nelson
Mandela Nobel Peace Awards
Academy, is a leading international
awards organization honoring excel-
lence in humanitarian causes, social
welfare, and philanthropy. 

"I express my gratitude to the
Nelson Mandela Peace Award
Academy and Hari Singh Award
Foundation for bestowing upon me
the prestigious Nelson Mandela Peace
Award," Kunwarani Ritu Singh said
after receiving award.

"Many years ago, 1996, I sowed a
seed of change in the field of educa-
tion by the name of Saplings and in
1998, I collaborated with the Delhi
Public School Society, New Delhi to

establish Delhi Public School Jammu.
Over the years, my dreams and vision
to empower the young generation, has
turned into one of the largest schools
in J&K UT," she said.

"What started as a small sapling
with a handful of students, 25 years
ago, has now become a fully grown
tree laden with many fruits with
numerous branches, giving back to
society in different ways by its well-
placed alumni. I have always believed
in performing my duties with an aim
of serving the society. And to receive
an award as prestigious as this, in the
name of my childhood hero, indeed
brings about a lot of emotions," she
added.

"With blessings of my father, I
accept this honour with great humili-
ty,' she said adding that among the
many people who have shaped my life,

two of the most influential people
have been- Nelson Mandela and my
Father. 

"What was common between them
was their humility and being a cru-
sader of peace with a desire to serve
and champion the underprivileged."
she said and added, "One of my
favorite quotes from Nelson Mandela
is: What counts in life is not the mere
fact that we have lived. It is what dif-
ference we have made to the lives of
others. My father would always
encourage me to serve the people by
becoming a voice for those who could-
n't be heard. Given the two similar
ideologies, Nelson Mandela, just like
my father, has always been my real-
life hero who I would look up to as a
young girl and admired all his speech-
es."

"I have often compared my life to a
lotus that blossoms in the muddy
environs, just like Nelson Mandela
who served unabashedly while he
served 27 years in prison. Along with
the pride and prestige attached to this
award, there comes a great responsi-
bility for me to live by, apart from the
rich legacy of Maharaja Hari Singh
Ji, which I must carry with me. I have
always drawn huge inspiration from
my grand father-in-law Maharaja
Hari Singh Ji's famous quote "As a
ruler, I have no religion, and all reli-

gions are mine and my religion is jus-
tice" which reminds me to continue
the baton of service to society that
has been assigned to me. Part of my
mission has also been to also empow-
er the underprivileged, women and
children, who I want to lead by exam-
ple. "I would like to mention here, the
two most underlined mottos in my life
that I live by are-the Motto of the
School that I attended in Sanawar
which said Never Give In and the
other was "Service Before Self", the
Motto of the DPS school that I estab-
lished in J&K. Both these mottos have
helped me navigate my life journey
successfully," she said. 

she also thanked school children and
also grateful to the war widows, army
wives, Cheshire homes, homes for the
disabled, and old age homes, for giving
her a chance to serve them.

She also thanked her husband
Ajatshatru Singh, daughter, Adishree
and son, Ranvijay who have given her
freedom beneath her sails and father
Late Ashok Kapur and Rohini Kapur,
her life's biggest teachers, and Atul
and Ajay, her brothers who have
always reminded him of Benjamin
Franklin's words of wisdom which
keep playing at the back of her mind:
"To be remembered, write something
worth reading or do something worth
writing about."

Ritu Singh honoured with Honorary Doctorate,
Nelson Mandela Nobel Peace Award


