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J&K Assembly elections...
six additional assembly seats to the Jammu division and one to Kashmir would

come into effect from May 20.
According to the orders of the Delimitation Commission, set up under the Jammu

and Kashmir Reorganisation Act of 2019, the Union Territory will have 90 assem-
bly constituencies -- 43 in the Jammu division and 47 in Kashmir -- with nine of
them being reserved for the Scheduled Tribes.

The erstwhile state had 87 seats -- 46 in Kashmir, 37 in Jammu and four in
Ladakh. During its reorganisation, Ladakh was declared a separate union territory
without a legislature.

The three-member delimitation panel was headed by Justice Ranjana Prakash
Desai, a retired judge of the Supreme Court. Then chief election commissioner
Sushil Chandra (now retired) and Jammu and Kashmir Election Commissioner K
K Sharma were its two ex-officio members.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, during a meeting with Jammu and Kashmir lead-
ers on June 24 last year, had said the ongoing delimitation exercise has to happen
quickly so that polls can be held to install an elected government that gives strength
to its development trajectory.

Earlier, the Defence Minister inaugurated the Himalayan Museum at Jawahar
Institute of Mountaineering and Winter Sports in Pahalgam resort of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Singh, who is on a two-day visit to Jammu and Kashmir to review the security pre-
paredness, also inaugurated the Colonel K S Mall Boulder Climbing Wall, an offi-
cial spokesperson said.

During his visit, the minister participated in the executive council and general
body meeting of the premier mountaineering institute of the country, the spokesper-
son said.

Singh was accompanied by Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha. The minister on Thursday visited forward areas in Baramulla district of
north Kashmir where he addresses the jawans. He was also briefed about the secu-
rity situation in the valley.

Foreign conspiracy behind...
said no country can progress if its population is divided in communities.
In Jammu and Kashmir, our neighbouring country is playing an important role in

sowing the seeds of hatred. From 1947-48 tribal raids, till the recent targeted
killings (by terrorists in Kashmir), there is a foreign conspiracy behind this, he said.

Without naming Pakistan, the defence minister said the neighbouring country is
not happy with India marching ahead despite various challenges.

We have to thwart this conspiracy and the people of Jammu and Kashmir need to
build their future with their own hands, he said.

Our government has taken the pledge of resolving the Jammu and Kashmir prob-
lem when it first came to power in 2014 when I was the home minister. The work is
going on at a fast speed under the new home minister (Amit Shah), he added.

Stating that the twin Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh have
a major role in new India , he said the BJP-led government took a number of steps
for the welfare of the displaced people, whether they are West Pakistani refugees,
Pakistan-occupied Jammu and Kashmir (PoJK) residents or Chamb migrants.

There was no honest move to resettle 5,674 refugee families of West Pakistan but
our government provided them Rs 5.5 lakh per family for their one-time settlement
and similarly.

The package was extended to PoJK displaced persons and Chamb refugees who
were also provided Rs 5.5 lakh per family. A package of Rs 2,000 crore was given to
Kashmiri migrant pandits to create transit accommodations and jobs for them
besides increasing their monthly relief, he said.

Singh said Jammu and Kashmir has witnessed the pain of displaced people and
we will not allow another displacement of any community, whether Hindus or
Muslims or Christians, from any part of the UT. I assure you that we will not allow
forced migration of anyone .

Referring to PoK and Gilgit-Baltistan, he said Pakistan has no locus standi on
these areas. Had it been so, its constitution never mentioned it while as our consti-
tution says that PoK and Gilgit-Baltistan are part of India and both the houses of
our parliament have passed a unanimous resolution in this regard.

Paying rich tributes to Maharaja Gulab Singh and other Dogra rulers who extend-
ed the boundaries of Jammu and Kashmir, he said they have a dream after making
Jammu and Kashmir part of India and therefore every section of the society had to
come forward and take a pledge to fulfill their dream which will be a great tribute

to them.

LG salutes bravery...
the first time. He did not bogged down despite suffering personal family loss and

after acquiring Kashmir in 1846, the history of Jammu and Kashmir is known as
a new history.

Friends, for 70 years after independence, we have heard the difficulties and prob-
lems of a very large section in Jammu and Kashmir, which was largely burdened by
separatism, corruption and rule of a limited number of families. On 5th August
2019, the Prime Minister of the country, Narendra Modi got us rid of that misman-
agement and all kinds of helplessness in Jammu and Kashmir.

Friends, this is Jammu and Kashmir where 8-9 thousand projects were complet-
ed in a year by spending thousands of crores before 2019. We have completed
51,000 projects in the last financial year. This is the result of a fear-free, corrup-
tion-free system.

By eliminating separatism, destroying the ecosystem of terrorism, today the
administration is making every effort to fulfill the hopes and dreams of the common
citizen. Jammu and Kashmir used to be at 13th and 14th place in terms of road
construction in the country. Today we are at third place in the whole country.
Earlier, in Jammu and Kashmir, 6 km of road was built daily, whereas today 20 km
of road is being constructed every day. In 70 years, investment of only 15 thousand
crore came in Jammu and Kashmir, but in just one year we have been able to bring
investment of 51 thousand crore rupees.

Under the leadership of Prime Minister, one lakh crore rupees are being spent on
road and tunnel infrastructure. Today the farmer of Jammu and Kashmir is selling
his fruits and vegetables not only in Delhi but also in markets of Dubai. The aspi-
rations of the people of Jammu and Kashmir have been linked with the aspirations
of the country.

Friends, this is the change that is visible to all and I am sure that the future gen-
erations will remember how much hardwork was done in taking the crown jewel of
the country to the pinnacle of development.

I once again convey my best wishes to all of you on the 200th coronation day of
Maharaja Gulab Singh, the pride of Jammu and Kashmir and the whole of India",
the Lieutenant Governor added.

Dogra rulers introduced...
up at Srinagar and Prince of Wales College at Jammu that were set up by

the Dogra Rulers and set the foundation of many later reforms in the educa-
tion sector.

Dr Jitendra Singh said, giving importance to the foundational sector like
health, the Maharaja set up two speciality hospitals namely SMGS hospital
and SMH hospital in Jammu & Srinagar respectively, at a time when only
such health care facility in whole of North India was available  in Amritsar
and all the patients had to go there for treatment.   

Referring to the knack of discovering talent, Dr Jitendra Singh gave citing
striking examples he  said, hardly anybody in Jammu knows that "Mint", the
popular mouth freshener and throat soother  tablet, was discovered by the
scientist who was in turn the discovery of Maharaja Hari Singh .  He went
on to explain that Sir Ram Nath Chopra got superannuated in Calcutta in
early 1940s and immediately thereafter the Maharaja brought him to Jammu
and set up a Drug research Lab.  The same Sir Chopra later brought the
Mint medicinal plants  from Japan and cultivated it in Jammu, conducted
trials and somewhere in 1950s gifted Mint tablet to the  world.  

Similarly, Dr Jitendra Singh regretted that even Dogra protagonists have
forgotten the name of luminary Prof Satish Dhawan  who was born in J&K
in the year 1920 and during his young age he was groomed for science edu-
cation which later took him to Bangalore where along with Vikram Sarabhai
he set up ISRO and the department of Space.  

Today , the world discusses India's Gaganyaan and Chandrayaan space mis-
sions which are actually programmes initiated by Satish Dhawan .  

Thirdly, Dr Jitendra Singh cited the example of Malike Pukhar the famous
singer of the Indian sub continent who had herself acknowledged during her
lifetime that when she was hardly 14 years of age the Maharaja had identi-
fied her talent and arranged for regular music sittings for her.  

Dr Jitendra Singh said, the next 25 years are being called the 'Amrit kaal'
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and today J&K is all set to become a devel-
oped region. 

History is witness that the achievements and developments of present and
future in the region have their foundations in the progressive governance of
the Dogra Rulers.

Corporator Ward-53...
residents could apprise the ACB and the government about more corrupt prac-

tices of the couple."
A senior citizen said, being the public representative, the woman Corporater Jyoti

Devi and her husband Sham Lal were minting money in the name of JMC officers.
"We are grateful to ACB for stern and prompt action on a complaint." he said. 

One-way traffic...
restored around 9 pm, officials said, adding that only stranded light motor passen-

ger vehicles were allowed as the clearance operation is still on.
Senior Superintendent of Police, National Highway (Ramban), Shabir Malik said

a heavy boulder is still in the middle of the road and four rock breaker machines are
engaged to clear the road.

According to officials, the road clearance agencies have to work very cautiously to
ensure that no damage is done to a nearby bridge providing connectivity to an
under-construction railway tunnel.

Earlier during the day, Deputy Superintendent of Police, Traffic (National
Highway), Asgar Malik said, "Big boulders rolled down from a hillock and complete-
ly blocked the highway." 

Anti-Agnipath protests...
He said that they reject the new scheme and took to streets to press for their

recruitment as per the previous scheme.
"We have submitted our forms for recruitment in the army in February 2020 and

have already cleared the physical and medical examination. The written test was not
undertaken by the army over the past one year and now they have come up with this
scheme which is unjustified and anti-youth, Sharma said amid anti-BJP sloganeer-
ing. The protesters have threatened to intensify the agitation in the coming days.

Another group of protestors tried to block the Jammu-Pathankot Highway near
Kalibari Chowk in Kathua district, the official said, adding that police dispersed
those who pulled down a poster of Union Minister Jitendra Singh and raised slo-
gans against Bharatiya Janata Party.

Another group of protesters blocked the Jammu-Rajouri National Highway near
Muradpur before dispersing peacefully on the intervention of police, the official
added. Unveiling the scheme on Tuesday, the government said youths between the
ages of 17 and-a-half and 21 years would be inducted for a four-year tenure while
25 per cent of them will be subsequently inducted for regular service.

The youths to be recruited under the new scheme would be called 'Agniveer'. A
major objective of the scheme is to bring down the average age of military person-
nel and cut ballooning salary and pension bills.

3 killed, 6...
Begum -- from the site of the accident. The six injured people, including a 12-year-

old girl, were rushed to a hospital. The condition of three of them is stated to be crit-
ical, the official said. 

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha expressed his anguish over the tragic accident
and directed the district administration to ensure the best possible treatment to the
injured. "Deeply anguished to learn about the tragic road accident in Billawar,
Kathua. My deepest condolences are with those who lost their loved ones. May the
injured recover at the earliest. Directed district administration to ensure best pos-
sible treatment to the injured," Sinha said in a tweet.

Can arsonists be...
telephone or internet services and other social security assistance should be

withheld to the families whose 'street-urchins' are growingly becoming the
biggest challenge to Indian society. Their acts of omission and commission are
getting lease by way of motivating others to resort to such tactics' for realizing
their objectives through violence. Least to speak of rendering them ineligible
for all and any kind of job under the government, especially the armed forces,
their families too should pay in terms of deprivation of the governmental facil-
ities. Let them get the minimum life saving drinking water. And for all other
facilities they must be left to starve. 

The 'misguided’---as they call it-feel the hurt when their families are also
made to suffer. This is the only deterrent for the law breakers. This will send
a terse and strong message to the perpetrators who use the youth as fodder of
their canons to destabilize the government in pursuit of their political objec-
tives. The nation knows who all are behind such machinations. After destroy-
ing their weaponry in the form of young human resources, they will fall like
skeletons from the cupboard.   
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NEW DELHI: The selec-
tion process by the Indian
Air Force for recruitment
under the Agnipath scheme
will start from June 24,
Chief of Air Staff Air Chief
Marshal VR Chaudhari said
on Friday.

He also said that raising
the upper age limit to 23 for
induction under the
Agnipath scheme for the
year 2022 would permit a
larger section of youths to
enrol under the new model
of recruitment.

Several parts of the coun-
try witnessed widespread
protests over the newly
announced scheme that pro-
vides for a short-term tenure
of four years while 25 per
cent of the recruits will be
retained for regular service
of around 15 years.

"The government has

recently come out with the
'Agnipath' scheme for enrol-
ment in the armed forces.
The age bracket for the
scheme is 17-and-half-years
to 21 years. I am pleased to
inform that the upper age
limit for the first induction
has been increased to 23
years," Air Chief Marshal
Chaudhari said.

"This change would permit
a larger section of the youth
to enrol Agniveer. The selec-
tion process for the Air
Force will start from Jun
24," he said.

The government on
Thursday night increased
the upper age limit for
recruitment under the
Agnipath scheme to 23
years from 21 for the year
2022.

Unveiling the scheme on
Tuesday, the government
said youths between the

ages of 17 and-a-half and 21
years would be inducted for
a four-year tenure while 25
per cent of them will be sub-
sequently inducted for regu-
lar service.

The youths to be recruited
under the new scheme would
be called 'Agniveer'.

After the scheme was
rolled out, the Army said it
would ensure an enhanced
youthful profile of the force
and result in a "reduction in
the average age from 32 to
26 years over a period of
time.

The three service chiefs
have also strongly backed
the scheme and said it was
unveiled after over two years
of deliberations.

Military officials said with
the infusion of technology
and revamping of the train-
ing programme, the armed
forces would ensure that the

personnel inducted under
the scheme have the same
skill sets which are required
to meet the operational chal-
lenges.

The monthly salary of an
'Agniveer' in the first year of
employment would be Rs
30,000 and the in-hand
amount would be Rs 21,000
as Rs 9,000 would go to a
corpus with an equal contri-
bution from the government.

Subsequently, the monthly
salary in the second, third
and fourth year will be Rs
33,000, Rs 36,500 and Rs
40,000. Each 'Agniveer' will
get an amount of Rs 11.71
lakh as 'Seva Nidhi Package'
and it will be exempted from
income tax.

The four-year tenure
under the new scheme will
include around two-and-half
months to six months of
training periods.

Selection process by IAF under Agnipath
scheme to begin on June 24: IAF Chief

STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: The Army
will formally kick-start the
process for recruitment
under the Agnipath scheme
within two days by coming
out with an initial notifica-
tion for the enrolment, sen-
ior military officials said
on Friday.

After issuance of the ini-
tial notification, various
agencies and establish-
ments of the Army will
subsequently come out
with details of the induc-
tion process such as the
number of vacancies, loca-
tion of recruitment rallies
and test schedules, they
said.

The officials said the
Army has set its target of
starting the training of
new recruits under the
Agnipath scheme by
December.

said the plan is to deploy
the initial batches of
recruits under the new
scheme in operational and
non-operational roles by
around June next year.

Army Chief Gen Manoj
Pande said the govern-
ment's decision to raise the
upper age limit to 23 years
from 21 for recruitment
under the Agnipath scheme
in 2022 will provide an
opportunity to the youths
preparing to join the force
but couldn't do so due to
the COVID-19 pandemic in
the last two years.

Gen Pande said the deci-
sion of the government has
been received by the Army
to grant the one-time waiv-
er and that the recruitment
process will be announced
shortly.

The Chief of Army Staff
also called upon the youth

to avail the opportunity to
join the Indian Army as
'Agniveers'.

"The decision of the gov-
ernment has been received
to grant a one-time waiver,
increasing the entry age of
recruitment to 23 years,
for the recruitment cycle of
2022," the Army Chief said
in a statement.

"This decision will pro-
vide an opportunity for
many of our young, ener-
getic and patriotic youth
who, despite the COVID-
19 pandemic were prepar-
ing to join the recruitment
rallies, which couldn't be
completed in the last two
years due to COVID
restrictions," he said.

"The schedule of the
recruitment process will be
announced shortly. We call
upon our youth to avail
this opportunity for joining

the Indian Army as
Agniveers," Gen Pande
said.

The government on
Thursday night increased
the upper age limit for
recruitment under the
Agnipath scheme to 23
years from 21 for the year
2022 amid widespread
protest against the new
model for enrolment of sol-
diers into the three servic-
es.

Unveiling the scheme on
Tuesday, the government
said youths between the
ages of 17 and-a-half and
21 years would be inducted
for a four-year tenure
while 25 per cent of the
recruits will be retained for
regular service.

Army to start formal recruitment process under
Agnipath scheme in two days

STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: The Income
Tax department has seized
over Rs 46 lakh in cash after
it recently raided the premis-
es of a "leading" Pashmina
and Kashmiri shawl manu-
facturer in Jammu and
Kashmir and Delhi, the
Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT) said on
Friday.

The raids were launched on
June 15 at 15 premises in
Srinagar and Anantnag in
Jammu and Kashmir and
the national capital.

"A preliminary analysis of
the seized documents indi-
cates that a substantial por-
tion of sales has been made
in cash which has not been
found recorded in the regular
books of account," the CBDT
said in a statement.

The board is the adminis-
trative body for the Income
Tax department.

The business group, manu-
facturer and seller of pash-
mina, jamawar and other
variety of Kashmiri shawls,
resorted to "large-scale" tax
evasion through "under-valu-

ation" and under-reporting
of stocks, the IT department
alleged.

"Unaccounted stock of
more than Rs 4 crore has
been detected in Delhi
alone," it said.

The department gathered
documents that showed that
the group made exports from
India to its various concerns
located in Saudi Arabia and
the UAE.

"However, the business in
the UAE is found to be car-
ried out in the name of third
parties with an informal
profit-sharing arrangement."

"The group is found to have
made huge unaccounted
investments in a large num-
ber of immovable properties
not only in India but also
abroad," it said.

It was found that the group
had an investment in a luxu-
ry hotel which is not fully dis-
closed in the regular books of
account the IT department
claimed.

"The search action has led
to the seizure of unaccounted
cash of more than Rs 46
lakh," it added. 

IT Deptt seizes cash after raids on
Kashmiri shawl making group
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BHADARWAH: Curfew was
relaxed for four hours in
Bhaderwah town of Doda as
the Friday prayers concluded
peacefully across the district
amid additional deployment
of forces to maintain law and
order, officials said.

The curfew in Bhaderwah
town was imposed on June 9
following communal tension
in the wake of protests over
the controversial remarks on
Prophet Mohammad by now-
removed BJP spokesperson
Nupur Sharma and some
social posts by local right
wing activists in her support.

The curfew was relaxed
from 3 pm to 7 pm, shortly
after the Friday prayers, the
officials said.

On Thursday, the curfew
was relaxed twice for a total
of five hours in the town -
from 9 am to 12 pm and 3
pm to 5 pm - and the relax-
ation period ended peacefully
without any untoward inci-
dent.

Officials said senior police
and civil officers reviewed the
situation early this morning
and decided to continue the

curfew without any relax-
ation in the town to ward off
any trouble during the
prayers.

One person was arrested
and nine others detained for
creating communal tension
over the past week following
registration of three FIRs at
the local police station.

A lookout notice was also
pasted at the house of an
accused who is evading
arrest despite raids at sever-
al places in Bhaderwah, the
officials said.

Assuring full cooperation to
the administration,
Anjuman-e-Islamia sought
the arrest of all those behind
fanning communal hatred.

"People from only one com-

munity were arrested or
detained so far but those
belonging to other communi-
ties, who provoked the people
through social media posts,
have been let off. One among
them has sought an anticipa-
tory bail," an office-bearer of
the religious group said.

Meanwhile, in Jammu dis-
trict, too, policemen were
deployed in strength outside
mosques with a direction to
not allow any street protest
after the Friday prayers, offi-
cials said. Protests were wit-
nessed in different parts of
the city, including Gujjar
Nagar, Talab Khatikan and
Bathindi over the past week
against the remarks on the
Prophet.

Curfew relaxed for 4 hours in Bhadarwah
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SRINAGAR: Northern Army
Commander Lt Gen Upendra
Dwivedi on Friday asked
troops deployed along the
Line of Control (LoC) in
Jammu and Kashmir to not
let their guard down and
remain prepared to meet any
emerging security challenges
effectively.

On the last day of his three-
day visit to the Kashmir
Valley, the Northern Army
Commander reviewed the
security situation along the
LoC, PRO Defence Col
Emron Musavi said.

He said Lt Gen Dwivedi,
accompanied by Chinar
Corps Commander Lt Gen
ADS Aujla, visited the for-
mations and units wherein
the local commanders briefed
the Army commander on the
existing security situation
and the measures instituted
to foil infiltration by terror-
ists from Pakistan Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Army commander
interacted with the troops
and complimented them for
their high morale and the

high state of operational pre-
paredness, Col Musavi said.

While appreciating the cur-
rent state of peace prevailing
along the LoC, the Northern
Army Commander cautioned
all commanders and troops to
not let their guard down and
remain prepared to meet any
emerging security challenges
effectively, the public rela-
tions officer (defence) said.

Lt Gen Dwivedi also com-
plimented all government
agencies for their close coor-
dination in maintaining
peace in the region and
reaching out to the people
wholeheartedly.

Don't let your guard down: Army Commander
to troops deployed along LoC 

22 more test COVID
positive in J&K
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SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir reported 22 new
COVID-19 cases on Friday,
taking the infection tally in
the Union Territory to
4,54,442, officials said.

Seventeen fresh cases
were reported from Jammu
division while five cases
were reported from
Kashmir valley, the officials
said here.

There are 124 active cases
of the disease in the Union
Territory, while the number
of recoveries has reached
4,49,566, they said.

The COVID-19 death toll
stands at 4,752 in Jammu
and Kashmir as no fresh
fatality linked to the infec-
tion was reported in the last
24 hours.

Earthquake of 5.2 magnitude hits J&K
STATE TIMES NEWS

SRINAGAR: An earthquake of magnitude 5.2 on the richter
scale hit Jammu and Kashmir on Friday, officials said.

The tremor was recorded at 2:52 pm, the officials said.
The epicentre of the quake was at latitude of 36.46 degrees

North and longitude of 71.09 degrees East in Afghanistan,
the officials said,

It hit a depth of 260 km.
The tremors caused panic among the people who rushed out-

doors for safety. 
However, there were no reports so far of any injury or dam-

age to property, the officials added.


