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The recent assertion made by the Union Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, while speaking during
200th coronation day celebrations of Maharaja

Gulab Singh in Jammu that 'New J&K' will emerge and
become an example of development not only for the coun-
try but for the whole Asia, is very much true and genuine
on ground level as after the abrogation of articles 370
and 35A the UT witnessed a massive transformation in
every sector. The place which at a point of time was con-
sidered as a disturbed area with anti-national elements
ruling the roost without any check by the Governments of
that time, is now not only progressing steadily but also
attracting a number of prosper investors from outside to
invest in newly created Union Territory. Referring to the
abrogation of articles 370 and 35A, he said that this
issue was on top of the party's agenda and same was ful-
filled by it through a proper parliamentary process after
following all necessary precautions. As per details, after
the accession of princely state of Jammu and Kashmir
into Indian Union, an investment of Rs 17,000 crore was
made across J&K during 70 years but after the forma-
tion of Union territory, with proactive initiatives of the
Government, the Union territory got investment propos-
als of more than Rs 38,000 crore that too within few
months after the abrogation of articles 370 and 35A.
This shows that the entire development scenario of
Union Territory is changing at an expeditious pace with
a bright future waiting for it. Reiterating the commit-
ment of the present Government to ensure equitable
development in both the regions of J&K, Rajnath Singh
said that present Government believes in working on
ground level without making hallow claims before elec-
tions, like other parties, just to garner people's support.
He claimed that whatever has been promised in election
manifesto of BJP has either been fulfilled or the process
is going on to deliver the same for welfare of people.
Although the majority of the issues faced by the people of
J&K especially that of Jammu region have been resolved
by the ruling dispensation one thing should be kept in
mind that there are still several issues, which are haunt-
ing the people of J&K and immediate necessary measures
are required to resolve the same.

A man who is not afraid is not aggressive, a man who has no
sense of fear of any kind is really a free, a peaceful man. 

-Jiddu Krishnamurti

Upon completion of
his studies a stu-
dent went to his

Guru to express his grati-
tude towards him. He
said, “O respected
Satguru, with your grace
I have completed my edu-
cation, I have been able to
discover myself; I have
peace of mind and a feel-
ing of great satisfaction.
I now earnestly feel that I
should make an offering
of gratitude to you.
Kindly tell me what I can
humbly offer you.”

Responding to the
request of his disciple, he
said, “If you wish to give
me something then bring
something that is most
useless in the world and
which has no value, which
cannot be used for any-
thing, and, which is dis-
liked by everyone in the
world.” The student
started looking around
for that useless thing and
is of no use to anyone. He
found stones and pebbles
useless. He picked up one
to check it out. He heard
an invisible voice, “You
are making a mistake to
consider me as useless.

That one is very valu-
able indeed.

These stones help lay
the foundations of homes.
Huge and beautiful forts
and palaces are standing
on these stones / rocks;
the idols of Gods and
Goddesses are made out
of stones.” Upon hearing
this, the student came to
realize that these stones
are of great value and
use.

The disciple moved for-
ward and found a piece of
rotten dry wood lying on
the way. It was an old and
rotten piece and has no
owner. He decided to pick
it up since it was lying on
the way serving no pur-
pose. As he bent down to
pick it up he heard, “You
think that I am useless
and of no value. I have
been useful to humans
from his birth to death.”
Then the wood started
recounting its utility and
usefulness. The disciple
was surprised and real-
ized that this useless
object is of great value
and use.

The wood further said,
“You are indeed a novice.
From your birth and in
your upbringing, I am
used in yagnas, rituals
and even in cremation.”
Upon hearing this, the
eyes of the disciples
opened wide and came to
realize that anything and
everything that is made
by God is useful and of
great value.

Everything from a
straw to a stone is useful

He wondered as to what
he should present to his
Guru. He even tried to
pick up the trash lying on
wayside but then he
heard, “Everything is
valuable and useful. With
this trash manure is nat-
urally formed and the soil
becomes fertile due to
which food grows and fills
up your stomach. If we do
not transform ourselves
into fertilizer the soil
becomes inert and no
grain or food could grow
there; To provide man
with nutritional food,
milk and butter, fertile
soil plays a major role
and we, as trash, energize
soil as fertilizer.”

Now with this exposure
the disciple got disen-
chanted. He bowed before
the Guru and said,
“There is nothing in this
world which is useless
and of no value.
Everything is valuable in
their respective places. It
is like each and every
tooth in the mouth is use-
ful in its respective place.
Even the dead body is not
useless. It is also put to
many uses. I have now
come to realize that noth-
ing in this world is use-
less. If there is anything
which is useless and of no
value it is my ego. Ego is
of no use to anyone in
this world.”

The Guru felt very
happy with the reply of
his disciple. He smiled
and said, “I am now sure
and confident that the
seed of knowledge that I
have sowed in you has
germinated successfully.
This ego, my son, is the
greatest enemy of man.
This is world’s most use-
less thing. It is of no
value to anyone. This ego
does not allow anyone to
grow and to

surrender or lie low. If
man is not humble, does
not bow low or surrender,
he cannot rise.”

Satguru told his disciple
“O my dear son, this

offer of gratitude to the
Guru was a mere excuse.
I wanted to test your wis-
dom and knowledge after
obtaining education
under your Guru. I want-
ed to be sure that you
move forward in life with
confidence and humility.
If the man is able to rec-
ognize that ego is worth-
less and is able to over-
come his ego, then he has
the capacity to conquer
the world.”

Shri  Sudhanshuji
Maharaj
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CEC please take note
Dear Editor, 
I'm really surprised by the way the online voter registration

app is working.  I've tried to lodge myself as new voter
umpteen time during last three months but the voter helpline
app do not respond. After filling necessary input the drop-
down menu for age do not operate beyond 1st January 2001
that means you have to be 21 year old to register as voter
which is contrary to standing law. There is no help or trou-
bleshooting available in this application which could be
referred to. Will someone take note of it?

Osheen  Samyal

Internet can’t be a substitute of a book
Dear Editor,
In today's internet age, readers have distanced themselves

from books.  There was a time when books were considered as
a storehouse of knowledge, education and a carrier of culture
along with the entertainment of human beings.  From children
to old age, he used to read books according to his own inter-
est.  Writers and litterateurs are writing a lot, books are being
published even in the midst of the constant shortage of read-
ers.  It is a matter of concern that books are not getting the
market and they remain as a mere beauty of a library.
Keeping this in mind, on the occasion of World Book Day,
National Seminar on Mobile was organized on the topic
'Importance of Books in the storm of internet'. Writers, writ-

ers, journalists, engineers, historians etc. from many places of
the country joined this seminar and expressed their views.
Most are of the opinion that the importance of books remains
intact even today and will never be diminished.

It is up to the individual's interest in what he reads.  A lot
of new literature is being written on every subject.  How
close have the human beings in their wanderings come?
Let us keep up with the times, that's why Hindi language
and language is alive.  The importance of books remains
intact.  We have opened our windows; knowledge and sci-
ence are all welcome.  No technology or internet-revolution
can diminish the usefulness of a book. Books also play a
major role in the protection, preservation, creation and
refinement of knowledge.  Books preserve human work,
thoughts, knowledge, contribution to the development of
society and culture. The growing influence of the Internet
has not posed any challenge to the existence of books and
no readers did not distance themselves from books but the
reality is that there is a lack of good books in India. The
first requirement is to increase the quality of books.  He
says that the government should encourage book culture.
Publications Department of Government of India,
National Book Trust can play a good role in quality stan-
dard publication.  There should be a suitable arrangement
for payment of royalty to the author.  The library organi-
zation has expanded but there is a shortage of library per-
sonnel.  Books open doors to new worlds, contribute to
increase the store of human values in man.  He says that
perhaps it is only these books, by reading which Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has become a superpower of the

world today.  He himself has become a superpower, wants
to make every citizen of his country powerful, that is why
he has called for a book-reading and library movement
across the country, which will not only make people liter-
ate, but also bring social and economic change.  .  He says,
'Literature is that magic wand, which shows the spirit of
the universe in animals, in bricks and stones and also in
trees and plants.' Books are not only a means of acquiring
knowledge, but books play an important role in under-
standing the philosophy of life.  In every difficulty and
adversity of life, one can give new condition and direction
to life by taking oneself towards positivity, so wear old
clothes and read new book.  He says that the importance of
books has not diminished from the Internet, the form has
changed.  The Internet can never replace the effect that
the words printed on the paper have on the mind, but if
seen from a wider perspective, the Internet has increased
the importance of books.  The trend of the new generation
is increasing towards books with e-books. It is the respon-
sibility of parents and teachers to inspire children to read
Indian literature from the very beginning.  The immortal
literature that our eminent litterateurs have created is an
immeasurable storehouse of knowledge.  It is said that lit-
erature is the mirror of society.  By studying literature, we
get an opportunity to know our society, whereas on the
internet we get only summary.  Internet cannot be a sub-
stitute for books. The more good libraries a country has,
the more prosperous and developing the country is.
Internet cannot be a substitute for a book.  

Vijay  Garg.

YOUR COLUMN

MORE TO BE DONE
S K KHUSHU

This moment I am embarking on a serious
and fruitful endeavour to reach out to
youth of my community, across the globe

(be it students, unemployed, employees, package
employees or in business) in the hope of sharing
my views on the present identity and allied crisis
we all are confronted with.

Dear torch bearers of tomorrow, time and again
our endurance is being tested perhaps because
God wills so to teach us the purpose of our life.
Our Holy Geeta however preaches, we must rise
against injustice within the parameters of human
values. It is only the men of conviction, steely
resolve serious commitment and sincerity that
can turn the direction of the sweeping and engulf-
ing tide in their favour. Dear sons, daughters, sis-
ters and brothers, I am not here to give sermons
or infuse idealistic philosophy but to plea with you
all to kindly recognise and exploit your patent
energy, mobilize all resources at your command
and strive hard for regaining your lost identity
and securing your future for a dignified life here-
after.

As you know dear all this is possible only if a
joint well chalked out and well organised & bold
front is put up. United we stand and divided we
fall. Our irresistible yearning for a peaceful coex-
istence in Kashmir, our belief in communal har-
mony, adherence to the principle 'forgive & forget'
'to error is human, to forgive divine' all have been
further dented yet again with the recent killings,

resorted to in the recent past. After all the tiger
never changed spots on its skin. It may be just
talking tall but the reality is that we cannot afford
to allow their machinations dampen our spirits to
the extent that we watch our complete annihila-
tion without making  just struggle to counter it. I
must say that u all have been braving the hostile
treatment meted out to u in Kashmir boldly and
with great grit and determination than we all did
in 1990 only to secure your safety and bright
future though. Your sense of responsibility, deter-
mination, commitment and concern for future
and those of your children have been exemplary.
For package employees, I would say that you
agreed to serve in the valley at the risk of your life
not only to earn a living but also to keep the voice
and hopes of India alive and heard which is in
itself a proof of your patriotism and indomitable
will to move on and also turn the tide in your
favour. True some of you may not be adequately
qualified to make a cut in corporate sector. The
challenges and demands in the corporate sector
are not easy to face and meet. So may be most of
you had Hobson's choice and that you had to sign
a bond that you did before your appointment
under PM Employment package. This however
does not disqualify you for adjustment temporary
though, at safer places even in other parts of the
country. The powers that be in J&K UT and at
the centre must grant your request. To strength-
en your drive and lend a strong support to vital-
ize your spine, all of us must do everything possi-

ble to help you in this hour of crises.
To the youth in general, the identity crises have

resurfaced after gap of 32 years when mass exo-
dus from Kashmir, our own native land took place
following terrorism unleashed by Islamic funda-
mentals, acting on the directives of the sponsored
of terrorism across the border. Dear all, this per-
secution, genocide etc would not have become
reality if there had been no support from misguid-
ed indoctrinated locals including leaders and
politicians. There is nothing new about atrocities
committed on innocent KPs in the name of Islam
since 1990, our forefathers, Hindus to the core,
had to face still harsher cruelties, in human treat-
ment like mass killings, rapes, forced conversion
over centuries. The fact is that we are not com-
pletely wiped. To the fellow beings, my age I
would say please come out of slumber, rise above
petty politics and political affiliations, if any, per-
sonal egoistic tendencies to persuade the powers
that be to listen to our grievances particularly our
young generation and help them to settle well in
life. We all owe it to them after all they are torch
bearers of our community. Our leaders of KP
community could better serve the cause of their
community by merging into a single organisation
having a broad representative character. But we
have only witnessed a mushroom growth of lead-
ers and organisations most with one man's show
and self-styled ones rendering our cause spine-
less. No doubt the serenity as also the intensity
of present protestation has shaken many a quar-

ters and built a confidence that our youth is
awakening. Let us applaud their struggle. Now
that it will be only a wishful thinking that our
community leaders will shun their ego and come
under a common platform, let our youth come
forward to take over the leadership as they have
proved their metal and motivate all to come
under one single platform. The youngsters who
are working outside the state in different parts of
India and even abroad must realise that they
have their roots in Kashmir which is their moth-
erland. Kashmiri Pandits are the real aborigines
of Kashmir they are inalienable components of
centuries old heritage of Kashmir, hence KP
youth settled outside though in exile after forced
exodus owe a moral responsibility to join the
community struggle.

A Kashmiri Pandit front of selfless youths to
form a joint crystal, clear, unambiguous, result-
oriented, well planned and disciplined front is the
need of hour. It is therefore my sincere and
earnest appeal to all KP youth to act. Let us stop
indulging in petty politics. We can, no more afford
to waste our time on insignificant issues, the real
problem that have hitherto been evading solution
and need to be got addressed on priority. This
should not mean to have given birth to yet one
more organisation but should come as a united
single meaningful front. If the youths come for-
ward having heeded my request, I assure them I
will also lend my whole hearted support in unity
and other efforts wherever they need so.

A plain & meaningful interaction with KP youth

'Har Gaon Hariyali' program, a unique initiative
launched by the government of Jammu and Kashmir,
in consonance with the vision of 'Green Jammu and

Kashmir' drive has proved instrumental towards ensuring sus-
tainable development besides promoting climate justice across
the Union Territory. The ambitious program is also contribut-
ing tremendously towards increasing the carbon stock especial-
ly in villages located near degraded forests of J&K. The Green
Jammu and Kashmir drive itself is in commensuration with the
National Forest Policy 1988 and the Jammu and Kashmir
Forest Policy 2011 which envisages aforestation on all degrad-
ed and denuded lands in the union territory within and outside
forests.

In the words of Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha, the 'Green
Jammu and Kashmir' campaign aims at creating people's move-
ment at a massive scale with involvement of all stakeholders par-
ticularly village panchayats, women, students, Urban Local
bodies, NGOs and civil society. "Our aim is to bring two third
geographical area of Jammu and Kashmir under the forest and
tree cover. The forest and tree cover in Jammu and Kashmir is
about 55 percent, which is substantially higher than the nation-
al average of 24.56 percent" Lieutenant Governor maintained.

Significantly, 1.35 crore plantations have been targeted for
the year 2022-23, of which, 26.50 lakh saplings will be plant-
ed with active involvement of Village Panchayat Plantation
Committees (VPPCs) to create green assets in the Gram
Panchayats. To ensure widespread people's participation in
government-sponsored plantation drives, the government is
adopting a multi-disciplinary convergence model linking
school-level eco clubs, Village Panchayat Plantation
Committees and MGNREGA works to various plantation and
protection drives.

The biggest achievement under Har Gaon Hariyali is that a
massive convergence programme is taking place by dovetailing
funds under MG-NREGA and the afforestation programme
of the forest department.

Under low-cost mode of greening and increasing the forest
and tree cover, more than 50 lakh seeds/grass-slips are likely
to be planted during the year 2022-23. Notably, NITI Aayog
in its `State Energy and Climate Index' report has revealed
that Jammu and Kashmir has 94.5 tonnes of carbon stock per
hectare of forest land while Andaman and Nicobar tops the list
with 96.4 tons of carbon stock per hectare. Carbon stock
refers to the amount of carbon stored in forests in the form of
biomass, soil, deadwood, and litter. An increase in green cover
and carbon stock indicates a healthy trend to deal with global
warming. A recent Forest Survey of India report revealed that
Jammu and Kashmir has witnessed an increase in the total
forest cover in the last three years. The report said that the
emission intensity of Carbon in Jammu and Kashmir forests
is 98.2 tonnes per hectare. An allocation of about Rs 200.76
crore has been made for Forest, Ecology and Environment
sector under Capital Expenditure (CAPEX) for the year
2022-23 which is Rs 9.01 crore more than the previous year's
budget allocation. Jammu & Kashmir has 20,194 sq km of
forest area which is 47.80 per cent of its geographical area
with 55 per cent forest and tree cover and 43 per cent open
forest. Besides, having the maximum number of forest types,
J&K also has the highest biodiversity of herbs in the country.
Economically, forests in Jammu and Kashmir generate 2 mil-
lion mandays of employment and have a monetary value
equivalent to Rs 1.93 lakh crore.

OMKAR DATTATRAY

The NDA government headed by
BJP has done nothing to provide
employment to the teeming mil-

lions even though the BJP had promised
to provide jobs to the youth in its mani-
festo called as the Sanklap Patra. The
party had pledged to give employment to
unemployed on a very large scale but has
failed in addressing the problem of unem-
ployment staring the youth. Now BJP
has formulated a novel scheme to come to
the rescue of the youth and absorb the
unemployed youth in the three services.
The centre government has launched the
scheme of Agnipath to provide some suc-
cor to the youth. In the mad rush of com-
ing to power in the third consecutive
term, the BJP has announced its scheme
of absorbing the young boys in the armed
services. The scheme called Agnipath
envisages providing employment to the
youth for only four years and initially the
youth between age-group of 17 to 21
years were made eligible to be recruited in
the three services. After pressure from the
agitating youth the eligible age was
increased to 23 years. Providing employ-
ment for only four years is not under-
standable and it amounts to a cruel joke
with the unemployed youth and as such
the scheme of Agnipath is unacceptable to
the majority of the youth. Right from the
day one of  its launch of Agnipath scheme
there have been protests against this
scheme and the protesting youth demand-
ing the cancellation of the scheme as it
does not fulfill its job aspirations and
therefore the protesting youth throughout
the country demand taking back of the
scheme in the best interests of the coun-
try. There have been uncontrolled
protests in different states of the country
against the scheme called Agnipath. The
youth are within their democratic right to
protest against the scheme as difference
of opinion and protest and demonstration
are the soul of the democracy. Therefore
the youth of the country have the demo-
cratic right to protest against the scheme
of Agnipath. But the people have the
right of peaceful protest against any deci-
sion of the government if they feel it
against their interests. However at the
same time it is the responsibility of the
people and the political parties to guard
that the protest does not become unruly
and does not turn into violence. The youth
are protesting across the country against
scheme of Agnipath but unfortunately the
protests are turning into violence and the
agitating youth are busy in damaging
public property and are burning trains,
trucks and other properties which is
against the country and democracy does
not allow such protests. The violence of
the agitating youth has caused enormous

economic loss to the country and it is very
unbecoming and disturbing and this
should not be allowed under the guise of
the right of protest. The different state
governments should be hard with the vio-
lence creators and should not allow them
to damage and burn the government
properties and the trains which in  fact is
a loss to us all and therefore the protest-
ing youth should realize that they have
the right of peaceful protest and therefore
no violence should be resorted to under
the guise of protest and the political par-
ties should abstain from politicizing on
the scheme of Agnipath for their vested
and selfish interests. The people and the
youth like the government job for the
sense of the job security but so far as
Agnipath is concerned there is no job
longevity and security as the appointees
are entitled to work only for the four years
of their youthful life and after that they
will get retirement and there is also no
provision of any pension for these posts
an d therefore there is no security of an y
income after the retirement and so are the
youth in protest against the scheme of
Agnipath. The country has seen and
experienced much violence and protests
by the farmers against the BJP govern-
ment on the controversial three farm laws
and after tolerating much and long
protest for years the government had to
repeal the three farm laws in the interest
of the farmers. So for, as the gravity of the
protests by the youth on the scheme of
Agnipath across the length and breadth
of the country is concerned it seems that
the government which is insensitive and
indifferent to the woes of the protesting
youth will have finally to fall in line and
cancel the scheme of Agnipath. Therefore
before it is too late the government t
should give up its ego and order the can-
cellation of the scheme of Agnipath before
it will do more harm to the youth and the
country. Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
and the RJD has rightly demanded the
cancellation of the Agnipath scheme in
the interest of the peace and also in the in
the interest of the protesting youth. The
centre government should not maintain
its rigid stand and announce the cancella-
tion of the scheme in the interest of the
youth. There is genuine apprehension in
the country that after retirement of the
employed youth they will become rowdy
and will become gangsters and may
indulge in anti social activities and thus
will prove harmful and detrimental to the
country. Though the government under
pressure has announced that 10 percent
reservation in central forces and Assam
Rifles will be given to the retired youth.
The home ministry has also announced
that the age relaxation of the five years
for the first batch and for others three

years of age relaxation will b e given to the
retired employees. But these half-hearted
and adhoc measure are not going to make
any difference to the protesting youth and
therefore the centre government should
think of some drastic measure so that the
youth of the country will be satisfied and
they will end their agitation which has
caused enormous loss to the country. The
Agnipath scheme seems to be a laughing
stock and as such should be cancelled in
the interest of the protesting youth There
is no sense of security to the employed
youth under the scheme as they are enti-
tled to work only for the meager four
years which amounts to a big deceit with
the youth and the BJP will have to pay
heavily for this scheme which it calls as
the historical and modern. The fact that
there is no provision of pension to the
employed youth makes this scheme very
unattractive and devoid of any social
security. Thus the Agnipath scheme is a
big deceit with the unemployed youth of
the country. It amounts to playing with
the sentiments of the unemployed youth.
The centre government should realize the
gravity of the situation and order the can-
cellation of the Agnipath scheme in the
best interests of the youth. It is not for
nothing that the youth are up in arms
against the Agnipath scheme of the gov-
ernment and they demand roll back of the
scheme for their interest. The protesting
youth should guard against the politiciz-
ing of the scheme and they should not
become pawns in the hand s of the politi-
cians and they should ensure that there
is no politicking on the Agnipath scheme
as this country has seen much politics in
the recent past over the farmers agita-
tion and now there should be no politics
on the issue of Agnipath scheme. Since
the protest has turned into violence and
the protesters are indulging in burning
spree of the trains, buses and public
properties and this is very unfortunate.
The violence has caused enormous loss
to the public property as hundreds of
crores of loss has been caused to the
country by the violent protesting youth.
The protesting youth should know that
violence has no place in our democracy
and all things should be resolved through
dialogue and reconciliation as violence is
alien to democracy. Therefore the vio-
lence should at once stop and pave way
for peaceful agitation so that the gen-
uine demand of the protesting youth will
be addressed. To conclude it can be said
that the Agnipath scheme has been
launched without trail and it proves to be
damp squib ab initio and as such
deserves to be annulled in the interest of
the youth and the country. 

(The  author  is  a  Columnist  and  
Social  Activist).

PROGRESSING J&K
Govts’ ‘Har Gaon Hariyali' initiative
ensuring sustainable development,

climate justice promotion across UT
J&K witnesses substantial increase in its total forest

cover in past three years-Forest Survey report

‘Agnipath’-cruel joke with youth


