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STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha on Sunday said that
participation of local community is
significant for the protection of biodi-
versity, wildlife conservation in an
effective manner, promotion of
nature tourism & wildlife tourism
which provides employment and
livelihood opportunities to local peo-
ple.

The Lieutenant Governor said this
while chairing the third meeting of
Wildlife Board for the UT of J&K,
here at Raj Bhawan.

Various issues related to strength-
ening of measures to protect wildlife
and rich ecological diversity were dis-
cussed at length, and key decisions
were taken.

The meeting was attended by Dr
Arun Kumar Mehta, Chief Secretary;
Dulloo, Financial Commissioner
(Additional Chief Secretary),
Agriculture Production Department;
Sanjeev Verma,
Commissioner/Secretary to the
Government, Department of Forest,
Ecology and Environment Mukesh
Singh, ADGP Jammu; Dr. Mohit
Gera, Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests (HoFF); Dr Shahid Iqbal
Choudhary,  Secretary to the
Government, Tribal Affairs

Department; Brig. V Yadav, Dy GoC,
31 Sub Area Srinagar; Suresh
Gupta, PCCF/ Chief Wildlife
Warden, J&K; Syed F Hamid, MD
JKTDC; Dr Khurshid Ahmed, Head,
Division of Wildlife Sciences,
SKUAST;  Nazir Benazir, President
National Society on Water Resources,
Wetland and Forests, J&K and other
Board members, in person and
through video conferencing.

The meeting deliberated on impor-
tant development proposals, issues
related to human-wildlife conflict and
the need for better coordination and
effective actions to ensure that not
even a single life is lost.

Directions were passed to the

Wildlife department to make a com-
prehensive strategy and increase
awareness, especially amongst the
population vulnerable to human-
wildlife conflict.

Government's prime objective is
to protect Mother Nature and
strike a balance between develop-
ment & protection of precious civil-
isational legacy, said the Lt
Governor.

While reviewing the implementa-
tion of Forest Rights Act, the Lt
Governor directed the concerned
functionaries to complete the
process of granting Forest Rights,
especially at the Individual level in
a time bound manner.

The Lt Governor also enquired
about the status of High Altitude
National Park at Kishtwar and the
functioning of Control Rooms, and
directed the Chief Wildlife Warden,
J&K to make on ground assess-
ment of the status of the ongoing
work of Jambu Zoo.

The Board members gave their
valuable suggestions for conserva-
tion of wildlife and the measures to
protect endangered species, pro-
moting trekking routes, rationaliz-
ing the staff, digitization of servic-
es, fire prevention efforts & sensiti-
zation of local population.

A Pictorial Guide on Herpeto-
Fauna of Jammu Region compiled
by Amit Sharma, ACF-Wildlife was
also released on the occasion.

DGPC Election: Half day paid
leave for voters    JAMMU: In view
of the polling of District Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee Election
2022 scheduled on June 27, the
District Administration Jammu
has advised the authorities to grant
half day paid leave to the Sikh
Community employees working in
Central/State departments/PSUs
to enable them to cast their vote.
The Private employers have also
been advised to grant leave to their
employees. 

Participation of local community significant for 
protection of biodiversity, wildlife conservation: LG

Lt Governor Manoj Sinha chairing a meeting of Wildlife Board of J&K. 
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JAMMU: Highlighting this
year theme 'Addressing drug
challenges in health and
humanitarian crisis' to com-
memorate International Day
against Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking, Dr. Sushil
Sharma organized a health
check up cum awareness camp
in Ratian village in Miran
Sahib area. 

He contended that it is
alarming to note that around
275 million people used drugs
worldwide in the last year,
while over 36 million people
suffered from drug use disor-
ders, according to the 2021
World Drug Report. 

Most importantly, the pan-
demic period has witnessed the
rise in use of cannabis in most
countries. A rise in the non-
medical use of pharmaceutical
drugs has also been observed
in the same period. Globally,
over 11 million people are esti-
mated to inject drugs, half of
whom are living with Hepatitis
C. Opioids continue to account
for the largest burden of dis-
ease attributed to drug use, he
added.  

Talking specifically in terms
of adverse cardiovascular
effects of illegal drugs, Dr.
Sushil informed that drug
abuse can have adverse cardio-
vascular effects, ranging from
abnormal heart rate to heart
attacks. Injecting illegal drugs

also can lead to cardiovascular
problems, such as collapsed
veins and bacterial infections
of the blood vessels and heart
valves. Even so-called recre-
ational cocaine users may have
higher blood pressure, stiffer
arteries and thicker heart
muscle walls than non-users,
all of which can cause a heart
attack. Researchers while pre-
senting a study at the
American Heart Association's
Scientific Sessions called
cocaine "the perfect heart
attack drug" and showed how
users had higher rates of mul-
tiple factors associated with
higher risks of heart attack
and stroke viz., 30 percent to
35 percent increase in aortic
stiffening; 8 mm Hg higher
systolic blood pressure, and 18
percent greater thickness of
the heart's left ventricle wall.
Some studies have even gone
to suggest that one in five
adults aged 18 to 44 who had
experienced a stroke had
abused illicit drugs.

Keeping in view the negative
health effects of various illegal
drugs on overall well being, Dr
Sushil maintained that it is
important to educate people
about the harms of substance
abuse and how to deal with
peer-pressure or bad influ-
ences to discourage their use.
Moreover, we need to give spe-
cial attention to and take all
practicable measures for the

prevention of abuse of drugs
and for the early identification,
treatment, after-care, rehabili-
tation and social reintegration
of the persons involved.

More than 300 patients were
examined, evaluated and
advised during the camp.
ECG, Blood Sugar, HBA1C
and Lipid profile was conduct-
ed and medicines were also
given as per the requirements

Management Committee of
the T R Gupta Public
Charitable Trust T R Gupta,
Rajinder Motial, Yashpal
Gupta , Kailash Langer,
Madan Mohan Gupta , Ajay
Sabharwal, K B Jandial
appreciated Dr Sushil and his
team for conducting  Cardiac
awareness cum health check
up camp .

Others who were part of this
camp include  Dr Ashok
Gupta (Former HOD
Paediatrics), Dr Dhaneshwar
Kapoor, Dr Akhil Gupta, Dr T
R Gupta, Dr S S Padha, Dr
Zubair Lone, Dr Tanvir Bhat,
Dr Anita koul , Dr Shivani ,
Dr Princy, Dr Avleen Kour ,
Dr Tohira. 

Paramedics and Volunteers
Include Kamal Sharma, Raj
Kumar, Ranjeet Singh,
Maqsood Ahmed, Raghav
Rajput, Gourav Sharma,
Rajinder Singh, Akshay
Kumar, Vijay Sharma,
Abhimanyu and Mukesh.

Most illegal drugs can have adverse
cardiovascular effects: Dr Sushil

Dr Sushil Sharma posing for a photograph with senior citizens and others in a camp.
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BARAMULLA: Addressing
a large gathering at
Baramulla town of North
Kashmir, J&K BJP
President Ravinder Raina
said with a absolute majority
BJP to form next govt in
J&K. 

Raina, who is in Kashmir
valley, addressed series of
BJP rallies in North
Kashmir on Sunday
addressed a large gathering
at Baramulla which was also
attended by BJP General
Secretary Sunil Sharma,
Secretary Dr. Farida Khan,
senior leader Anwar Khan,
MM War and District
President Mir Mushtaq at
Dak Banglow Baramulla.

Addressing the rally, BJP

President Ravinder Raina
reiterated that BJP will cross
the magic figure of 50 plus in
upcoming assembly election
and will form its own govern-
ment in J&K. 

He said the various schemes
launched by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has benefited
the common man in J&K. He
said the Ayushman Bharat
scheme, Kissan Samman
Nidhi, PMAY various social
welfare schemes, free ration,
free Covid-10 vaccine, vari-
ous scholarship scheme for
the students and the mega
development projects have
benefited the common masses
in J&K and the common man
is being given justice ion
Modi Govt. under "Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikaas, Sabka

Vishwas".
Raina further said in Modi

government everybody is feel-
ing happy with the care being
taken by the PM Modi. He
said we need a double engine
government in J&K as people
wants development, peace
and harmony and only Modi
govt. can fulfil the dreams of
common masses Especially
the younger generation.

Raina thanked the people of
Baramulla and Kupwara dis-
trict for their wholehearted
support to BJP and said he is
quite sure that with Jammu
region  BJP will also win the
assembly seats in Kashmir
valley  and will form its own
government with Chief
Minister from BJP.

Addressing the rally, Sunil
Sharma hit out at NC,
Congress and PDP for their
double standard and double
speaks. Sharma said NC,
Congress and PDP always
ditched the common
Kashmiris and only exploited
the sentiments of people of
Kashmir and did nothing for
their betterment.

Dr. Farida Khan, Anwar
Khan, MM War and District
President Mir Mushtaq also
address the rally.

With 50 plus seats BJP to form
next Govt in J&K: Raina

J&K BJP President Ravinder Raina 
speaking at a meeting at Baramulla. 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: JKPCC Working President Raman Bhalla on
Sunday expressed serious concern over lack of provision to
safeguard the interests of the local populace over land issues
and job security, questioning BJP Govt whether the moves by
BJP Govt  have really benefitted people of J&K. 

Barring verbal assurances, nothing has so far been done by
the Centre on demands for job reservations for the locals, said
former Minister while interacting with people of village
Langar of Gandhi Nagar constituency as a part  of his door to
door campaign to mobilize public opinion against BJP's
wrong  policies and programmes.

Speaking on the occasion, Bhalla asked, "where is the much
promised Himachal Pradesh like land protection? Where is
the reservation of jobs for the locals? Compare this to the job
reservation being provided by some of the BJP ruled states
such as Haryana, Uttarakhand etc. What is the fault of peo-
ple of Jammu?"

People apprised Bhalla of various issues and problems they
face like unemployment among youth, irregular power-supply
which has made the life of people miserable, timely ration at
ration depot and other issues. 

Former Minister patiently heard the issues of people and
assured them that their issues will be taken up with the con-
cerned authorities at various levels for early redressal.

BJP Govt’s wrong policies ruined
every strata of society in J&K: Bhalla

JKPCC Working President Raman Bhalla
interacting with people. 
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LISBON: Soon after his arrival
here for the 5-day UN Ocean
Conference beginning tomorrow,
Union Minister, Dr Jitendra
Singh on Sunday held a pre-con-
ference meeting with Indian rep-
resentatives including delegates
and Embassy officials to assess
the preparation by the Indian side
and to deliberate on the stand to
be taken by the Indian delegation
on various issues likely to be
raised at the meet.

More than 130 countries are
participating in the UN Ocean
Conference at Lisbon from 27th
of June to 1st of July 2022.

Dr Jitendra observed that the
Ocean Conference, co-hosted by
the Governments of Kenya and
Portugal, comes at a critical time
when the world is seeking to
address many of the deep-rooted
problems of our societies laid bare
by the COVID-19 pandemic and
the Prime Minister of India
Narendra Modi has taken a lead
in these global endeavours.

The Minister added that this
will require major structural
transformations and common
shared solutions that are
anchored in SDGs (Sustainable
Development Goals).

Dr Jitendra said India will bring

to the plate, the much needed sci-
ence-based innovative solutions
aimed at starting a new chapter of
global ocean action to "Save our
Ocean and Protect the Future".
Dr Singh will deliver the Keynote
address at the UN Conference on
the theme "Scaling up Ocean
Action based on Science and
Innovation for the implementa-
tion of Goal 14: Stocktaking,
Partnerships and Solutions".

Dr Jitendra said, India will take
active take part in deliberations
and suggest solutions on issues
like marine pollution, promoting
and strengthening sustainable
ocean-based economies, manag-
ing, protecting, conserving and
restoring marine and coastal
ecosystems, managing and

addressing ocean acidification,
deoxygenation and ocean warming
and making fisheries sustainable.

Dr Singh said, under PM
Narendra Modi, India would be
providing science and innovation-
based solutions for the implemen-
tation of Goal 14 through part-
nerships and environmentally
friendly solutions. He said, India
has well established collaboration
and partnerships with UN
Agencies and Research
Institutions for bridging the
methodology and data gaps on
SDG indicators and working
towards UN Decade of Ocean
Science for Sustainable
Development, 2021-2030, for
clean, healthy, productive, predic-
tive, safe and accessible ocean.

Reiterating India's deep rooted
commitment for saving Oceans and
its resources, Dr Jitendra Singh
refereed to today's 'Mann Ki Baat'
by Prime Minister Modi, wherein he
said, "the pollution caused by plastic
was also increasing on the sea coast
of Puducherry, therefore, to save its
sea, beaches and ecology, people
here have started the 'Recycling for
Life' campaign. Today, thousands of
kilograms of garbage is collected
and segregated every day in
Karaikal, Puducherry".

At the end of deliberations, the
Conference will adopt, by consen-
sus, a brief, concise, action-oriented
and inter-governmentally agreed
declaration focusing on, and high-
lighting, the science-based and
innovative areas of action to sup-
port the implementation of Goal 14
and a report containing the co-
chairs' summaries of the interactive
dialogues.

The leaders will also reaffirm the
declaration entitled "Our ocean, our
future: call for action", adopted by
the high-level United Nations
Conference to Support the
Implementation of Sustainable
Development Goal 14: Conserve and
sustainably use the oceans, seas and
marine resources for sustainable
development, held from 5 to 9 June
2017.

Dr Jitendra holds pre-conference meeting with
Indian representatives at Lisbon

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh holding a pre-conference meeting with
Indian representatives at Lisbon,Portugal on Sunday.
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BUDGAM: Excise Range Central
Kashmir on Sunday organised
anti-drug inter departmental
event, as a mark of observation of
International Day against Drug
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking as
part of the Azadi ka Amrit
Mohotsav, at Model Higher

Secondary School, Chadoora,
here. 

The event was held under the
guidance of Pankaj Sharma Excise
Commissioner and the supervision
of Tahir Ajaz, Deputy Excise
Commissioner (Exe) Kashmir.

The participants highlighted the
abuse and effects of drugs on soci-

ety. School children highlighted
the menace at their level and
experts put the medical and edu-
cational  perspective and religious
scholars elaborated about every
religion has forbidden the usage of
any sedative substance.

Local police described the puni-
tive punishments.

The cultural programme, skits
and Nukkad Nataks highlighting
the effects of drug menace were
presented by NGO Loul Cultural
Forum, Budgam.

The event was attended by every
representatives including PRIs
with the motive keep narcotic
users at bay from such menace.

Excise Range Central Kashmir organises 
anti-drug inter departmental event
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PAHALGAM: Advisor to
Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev
Rai Bhatnagar on Sunday
toured the Pahalgam Axis of
Yatra route and reviewed the
preparedness and arrange-
ments for the smooth conduct
of upcoming Shri Amarnathji
Yatra (SANJY)-2022 sched-
uled to commence from 30th of
this month.

During the visit to
Chandanwari Base Camp,
Advisor Bhatnagar conducted
on-site inspection of facilities on
the route and chaired a review
meeting at the base camp to
review the security lodging,
health care, communication
network, sanitation, water sup-
ply, emergency response, fire
safety and all other basic neces-
sities for the smooth conduct of
yatra.

While interacting with the
Camp director, officials of
police, health and other security
agencies at Chandanwari,
Advisor Bhatnagar underlined
that coordination and synergy
between different stakeholders
is vital for seamless facilitation
of holy devotees. He asked all
the stakeholders involved in
Yatra Management to ensure
that all facilities are fully func-
tional and well maintained. He
added that all arrangements in
place for seamless facilitation of
holy devotees.

Advisor Bhatnagar stressed
upon the officers to deploy ade-
quate medical staff and other
emergency response personnel
all along the track so that any
kind of medical exigency or
other emergency is taken care

off. He also instructed them to
deploy all disaster response
equipments well in advance
along the track as well as at the
Base Camp.

At Chandanwari Base Camp,
Advisor Bhatnagar also
reviewed the medical care facil-
ities of DRDO hospital estab-
lished for providing quality
healthcare services to Shri
Amarnath Ji Yatris. He direct-
ed the concerned officers to
work in mission mode and
establish all the required facili-
ties before the onset of yatra.
He asked the officers of health
department to deploy adequate
number of doctors and other
paramedical staff to the hospi-
tal to cater to the needs of holy
devotees.

Earlier, Advisor Bhatnagar
also visited Nunwan Base
Camp at Pahalgam and took
stock of the preparations and
arrangements for the ensuing
Shri Amarnathji Yatra. The
Advisor conducted detailed a
tour of the base camp and
inspected the facilities includ-
ing drinking water, health-
care, toilets, sanitation, entry

points and langar manage-
ment, established at the
Camp.

The Advisor directed the
officers to provide all possible
assistance to Holy devotees so
that they complete their dar-
shan with ease and comfort.

Meanwhile, Advisor
Bhatnagar also visited Sub-
District hospital Pahalgam
and took stock of medical care
facilities available there for
the general public.

During the visit, the Advisor
took detailed round of the hos-
pital and inspected different
sections of the facility. He also
interacted with the patients
and doctors and enquired
from them about the medical
care being provided to them.

At the hospital, Advisor
Bhatnagar directed the offi-
cers of health department to
keep adequate facilities avail-
able at the hospital in view of
the upcoming holy Yatra. He
also reviewed the progress of
construction of the new hospi-
tal building and directed that
it should be completed this
season.

Advisor Bhatnagar visits Chandanwari, Nunwan;
reviews arrangements for Amarnathji Yatra

Advisor, Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar interacting with officials at
Chandanwari Base Camp.


