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PROF HARI OM

On June 18,
D e f e n c e
M i n i s t e r

Rajnath Singh sug-
gested that the first-
ever elections to the
90-member J&K UT
assembly could be

held by the end of this year, leading to
the end of over 4-year-old central rule.
He made this statement in Jammu itself
while speaking at a function organised
to mark 200 years of the coronation of
Maharaja Gulab Singh, who founded
State of J&K in March 1846. What
exactly did the Defence Minister say?
He, inter-alia, said: "Mujhe Lagta Hai
Ki Is Saal Ke Ant Tak Ho Sakta Hai Ki
Chunavi Prakriya Bhi Prarambh Ho.
Iski Prabal Sambhavna Hai (I think the
electoral exercise may also commence by
the end of this year. There is a strong
possibility)".

The Kashmiri parties, including
National Conference (NC) and Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP), took cogni-
sance of the Defence Minister's state-
ment and gave their constituencies in
Kashmir and parts of Jammu province,
particularly Ramban, Kishtwar, Doda,
Poonch and Rajouri districts, to under-

stand that the proposed elections were
very vital for Kashmir and that they
would jointly contest elections not on the
planks of development- Bijli, Sadak and
Paani - but on the sentiments plank.

"It (People's Alliance for Gupkar
Declaration) jointly contesting the elec-
tion) is more or less a done deal," a sen-
ior NC leader was quoted as saying.
"This election is not about development,
it is not about Bijli, Sadak, and Paani
(bread-and-butter issues). It is to send a
message that we are united. It is the
fight for identity, a fight for existence. It
will be an election fought on senti-
ments," he reportedly said. He also
reportedly said that "a joint front of the
PAGD and the Congress was unlikely
and any alliance with the grand old
party would only be tactical". PDP also
made an almost identical statement.
"There is a realisation among the
(Kashmiri) political parties that this
election is not for power," it reportedly
said.

PAGD consists of NC, PDP, CPI-M,
CPI and ANC and it was formed in
2020. Congress was also present when
PAGD was formed at the Gupkar resi-
dence of NC president Farooq Abdullah
with Farooq Abdullah as chairman of
the conglomerate and PDP chief

Mehbooba Mufti as its vice-chairperson.  
It would be only in order to point out

that other Kashmiri parties, GA Mir-led
Congress, JK Apni Party of Altaf
Bukhari and People's Conference of
Sajjad Lone, too, have umpteen times
indicated that their immediate objective
was to restore the pre-2019 position in
J&K. Even former J&K CM Ghulam
Nabi Azad, who currently is not in the
good books of AICC acting chief Sonia
Gandhi, has on occasions more than
once reiterated that he would feel con-
tented only after the Union Government
restored Article 35A and Article 370, re-
united Ladakh with J&K and the whole
state as it existed on August 15, 1947
granted full state status. Sonia Gandhi's
right hand man and former Union
Minister and JKPCC chief Saif-ud-Din
Soz, too, has been reiterating day in and
day out what the PAGD leaders have
been saying since two years.  

Should the Narendra Modi
Government hold elections in J&K UT?
Or, should it segregate Jammu province
from Kashmir, bifurcate Kashmir to set
up a separate homeland for the internal-
ly-displace Kashmiri Hindus invested
with the Chandigarh-type UT to enable
them to lead a peaceful and secure life
and help the nation protect and promote

further the paramount national inter-
ests in this strategically crucial region
and grant similar status to the remain-
ing Kashmir?

India is a democratic nation and
democracy sans elections is a sham
democracy. Indeed, it would be an evil
day if the people of any part of the coun-
try are denied the right to elect repre-
sentatives through whom they want
themselves to be represented in the
assembly. Unfortunately, however,
things in Kashmir are not inspiring.
This is evident from the statements
emanating regularly from the Gupkar
Road and elsewhere in Srinagar and
statements being made by the Gupkar
and other Kashmiri leaders in the
Jammu province's mountainous areas
where the Hindu-Muslim population is
almost evenly balanced or where the
Hindus and Sikhs constitute a micro-
scopic minority. Take, for example,
Poonch district and parts of Ramban
district. What the NC and PDP said in
the wake of the Defence Minister's elec-
tion-related statement should clinch
the whole issue and establish that the
idea of elections in the whole J&K UT
is fraught with dangerous ramifica-
tions.

That the nation just can't afford elec-

tions in the whole J&K UT and that
the retransfer of the state power to
Kashmir, especially retransfer of
departments of home, revenue, finance,
law and forest, would undo in no time
what the Modi Government did on
August 5-6, 2019 to break the back-
bone of terrorists, separatists and pro-
Pakistan elements in and out of the
administrative set-up and only help
them further aggravate the situation in
Kashmir and parts of Jammu province.

It's not a secret that the vested inter-
ests in Kashmir misused the finance
department to fleece Indian exchequer
and enrich themselves and also help
many undesirables; exploited the home
department to the hilt to help subver-
sives, secessionists and terrorists; used
the revenue and forest departments to
change demography of Kashmir and
parts of Jammu province and cold-
desert Ladakh and help certain ele-
ments to loot, plunder and occupy over
24 Lakh Kanal state land and lakhs of
Kanal of forest land, especially in
Jammu province; and exploited the
department of law to help secessionists,
terrorists and pro-Pakistan elements in
Kashmir and elsewhere escape legal
action or action under sedition laws.
Suffice it to say that the vested inter-

ests in Kashmir used these five depart-
ments to further their nefarious agen-
da, grievously hurt the paramount
national interest and make the lives of
the minorities a veritable hell.

This is the whole situation.
Statesmanship requires the Modi
Government to take a serious cogni-
sance of what the Kashmiri parties said
about the poll planks they would use to
arouse passions in Kashmir and parts
of Jammu province to achieve their
short and long-term objectives. 

Clearly, the Modi Government has to
abandon the idea of polls in the whole
J&K UT and exercise the second
option: segregation of Jammu province
from Kashmir and conversion of
Kashmir into two Chandigarh-type
UTs, one each for the minority inter-
nally-displaced Kashmiri Hindus and
the majority community.

It's hoped the Modi Government
would appreciate the ground realities
as they exist in Jammu province and
Kashmir Valley and render the danger-
ous tools in Kashmir ineffective by
retaining control over the state power.
The situation in Kashmir is extraordi-
nary and only an extraordinary
approach can tackle the extraordinary
situation.

Explained: Why must Kashmir be converted into two Chandigarh-type UTs

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: A joint delegation of
Chamber of Commerce and Industries,
Jammu, and Federation of Industries
on Tuesday called on Lt Governor
Manoj Sinha and submitted a charter of
demands highlighting the issues and
demands of the industrialists and
traders of the region.

During the meeting, Arun Gupta,
President CCI Jammu appreciated the
efforts of Lt Governor for giving his
valuable time, bringing J&K on indus-
trial map of the country and making all
efforts to bring investment from outside
the state for the betterment of the youth
of the Union Territory.

Rajesh Jain, President FOI Jammu
apprised the Lt Governor that the exist-
ing industry is feeling neglect as the
same is providing employment to the
local youth with very small investment
while upcoming industry shall fetch
more incentives and provide less
employment.

Arun Gupta said the "JPDCL has
proposed hike in power tariff to the tune
of approximately 70% and fixed charges
to the tune of 50%. Such big hike has
never been seen in the country by the
any utility provider. The proposed power
hike shall not only hit the existing indus-

try but also send bad signal to the
upcoming investors for which govern-
ment is putting all its efforts,".

Arun Gupta also raised  the issue of
extension of validity of Provisional regis-
tration of industrial units.

"The Apex Project Clearance
Committee in its meeting held on
8/12/2021 granted extension in the
validity of provisional registration upto
June 30, 2022 to the units which had
not commenced production within the
stipulated time. Such industrial units
are in the process of commencement of
production but due to certain unavoid-
able circumstances including non-sanc-

tioning of loan, delay in supply of
machinery by the supplier , non
issuance of certificate from PCB, non-
sanctioning of power, etc they are not in
a position to commence their production
before June 30, 2022,".

Arun Gupta and Rajesh Jain urged
the Lt Governor to take effective steps
by extending the validity of provisional
registration of the aforesaid industrial
units by at least one year. They also
raised various issues viz marketing sup-
port for local Micro/Small units / manu-
facturers ; ownership rights of lease
hold industrial land to entrepreneurs ;
delay in filing of refund claim ; circle

rates for industry; removal of negative
list; extension of Central Package  2021
to existing industries under substantial
expansion; Lease Deed of Sabzi
Mandi/Fruit Mandi/Bahu Plaza; simpli-
fication of registration/renewal of
hotels/lodges and  guest houses; grant of
benefits of industry to hotels/lodges;
simplification of renewal system of
hotels/lodges; VAT Amnesty Scheme;
Power Amnesty Scheme; Ownership
rights for Warehouse; Development of
Transport Nagar, etc.

The Lt Governor gave a patient hear-
ing to the visiting delegation of
Chamber of Commerce and Industries,
Jammu and assured that he will pass
necessary directions to the concerned
Principal Secretary for early considera-
tion of the demands. He said that indus-
trial sector is the back bone of the Union
Territory and necessary steps will be
taken for the welfare of traders' commu-
nity. The delegation comprised of Anil
Gupta, Sr. Vice President, Sh. Rajeev
Gupta, Jr. Vice President, Gaurav
Gupta, Secretary General, Rajesh
Gupta, Secretary, Rajesh Gupta,
Treasurer, Lalit Mahajan, Sh. Vijay
Aggarwal, Jatinder, S.B Abrol,
Varinder Jain, Tarun Singla and Viraj
Malhotra.

CCI, FoI delegation calls on LG Sinha,
highlight various issues related to traders

Joint delegation of CCI Jammu and FoI calling on Lt Governor Manoj Sinha. 

STATE TIMES NEWS
KATHUA: The Lakhanpur
corridor: the touchdown point
for Amarnath Yatris entering
Jammu & Kashmir via road
has been turned into a Major
Facilitation Centre by District
Administration Kathua.

The gateway of Jammu &
Kashmir has been revamped
into a multi-facility centre for
smooth transit of Amarnath
Yatris for their next phase of
journey towards Jammu base
camp.

The reception centre has been
set up for providing point to
point information to the Yatris,
who can also have food, drink-
ing water, and resting facilities
besides availing toilet facilities
at Lakhanpur corridor.

A data centre has been estab-
lished for proper record of the
Yatris, who are already regis-
tered and need to undergo
mandatory eKYC for issuance
of RFID tags.

An arcade of stalls of govern-
ment departments depicting
local art and craft of Jammu &
Kashmir, besides exhibits of
AYUSH, Horticulture,
Agriculture, NRLM SHGs
have also been displayed for
Sale.

Food stalls of different types
are also established where devo-
tees can get a taste of local del-
icacies.

Digital Screens installed by
the Tourism department are
catching the attention of visi-
tors where the complete
tourism profile of Jammu and
Kashmir is being portrayed.
Also, a Cultural stall by the
Information Department is
witnessing huge participation
of enthusiastic devotees who
are enjoying the popular devo-
tional numbers.

A 24×7 Information help
desk has also been set up to
provide proper Yatra related
information to the visitors.

A dedicated Health Centre
has been established at
Lakhanpur equipped with
emergency medical services
along with Covid testing facili-

ties to meet up any contingen-
cies.

On the occasion, DC Kathua
Rahul Pandey said that
Lakhanpur is all set to host the
Yatris coming from different
parts of the country. He said
that elaborate arrangements
have been made for smooth
entry and transit of Amarnath
Yatris. "The devotees can avail
amenities besides RFID tag-
ging facility established at
Lakhanpur for the facilitation
of  pre- registered Yatris" he
informed. The DC said that the
district administration has also
made a contingency plan to

accommodate Yatris in wake of
an emergency. He said as many
as 31 Lodgement centres have
been made operational which
are equipped with all facilities
required for a pleasant stay of
Yatris. He said teams of district
administration are on continu-
ous watch for giving quality
food, providing Sanitation facil-
ities and security to the Yatris.
He also said that the District
Administration along with
police, paramilitary & other
security forces have made suffi-
cient security arrangements to
ensure smooth conduct of the
yatra.

Lakhanpur corridor turned into major Facilitation
Centre for smooth transit of Amarnath pilgrims

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Jammu Police has
busted a major bike/scooty
theft gang by arresting five
accused persons and recov-
ered 20 two wheelers.

As per the details, several
complaints were lodged at
different police stations of
District Jammu regarding
vehicle thefts such as FIR No
120/2022 under section 379
IPC of Police Station
Gandhinagar. 

The modus operandi of the
thieves was that they used to
steal two wheelers from dif-
ferent parts of city and used
to sell the same by making
the false documents.

On this, special police teams
under the supervision of SP
City South Mamta Sharma
were constituted. The team
led by SHO Gandhi Nagar
Inspr. Pankaj Sharma assist-
ed by PSI Sonu Choudhary
did strenuous efforts and
with the help of various leads
finally arrested the five

accused.
The accused have been

identified as Amit Sharma
alias Lal, son of Prabhu Dutt
Sharma, resident of
Bhagwati Nagar Jammu;
Dheeraj Singh, son of
Deepak Singh, resident of
H.No.126 Gummat Kanji
House Jammu; Nikhil
Dogra, son of Ashok Kumar,
resident of H.No.331 Qasim
Nagar Jammu; Munish
Kumar, son of Ram Pal, resi-
dent of H.No. 1213 Gandu
Di Chawani Jammu  and
Eshaan Rosotra, son of Lt.
Ajit Raj, resident of Eid-Gah
Road, Gandu Di Chawani
Jammu.

During questioning accused
confessed their involvement
in the above case and on their
disclosure 20 stolen two
wheelers were recovered from
their possession.

The stolen vehicles include
Activa 3G White (JKO2BS
2635); WHITE ACTIVA
(JK02BN 3876); Activa 3G

White (JK02BQ 6455);
Activa 3G White (JK02BL
4308); Activa White
(JK02BD 8862, JKO2BF
2897, JK02BX 3276);
Activa Black (JKO2AM
7982, JK02BW 1377 ,
JK02BR 7359, JK02BT
2390 , JK02BM 6327); Hero
Mastereo Black (JK02CB
8256); Activa 3G White
(JK02BR3304 & JK02BF
9626); TVS Jupitar
(JKO2CC 3967); Royal
Enfield Chasis No
ME3U3S5C2JM342353 ,
Engine No
U3S5C2JM315054; Hero
Splendor Engine No
HA10AGJ4M03129/ Chasis
N o
MBLHAR077J4M01427;
Passion Pro Chasis No
MBLHA108WCGK26589
and Hero Honda Passion
(JK02X 5771)    

Moreover it is also advised
to general public to verify the
documents  fully  before buy-
ing a second hand vehicle.

Major bike/scooty lifter gang busted; 20
two-wheelers recovered; five arrested

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Describing Shri
Amarnathji Yatra as a shining
symbol of India's intangible cul-
tural heritage and civilization,
Senior BJP leader Devender
Singh Rana on Tuesday exuded
confidence that the pilgrims
from across the country and
abroad will attain spiritual bliss
on the Kashmir Himalayas and
carry back the cherished mem-
ories of warmth and hospitality
of the land of Rishis and Saints.

Interacting with the first
batch of devotees, Rana said
that it is a unique pilgrimage
performed by the people of one
faith and facilitated by another
that speaks about the unity in
diversity of this great nation. 

He said that people of J&K
have all along demonstrated a
high degree of hospitality from
times immemorial for the suc-

cessful conduct of this pilgrim-
age. Holding of the Langar is
testimony of the hospitality and
warmth of the people of
Jammu, which is privileged to
be the first base camp of the
Yatra. Extending good wishes
to the Sadhu Samaj after pay-
ing obeisance at the ancient his-
toric Ram Mandir at Purani
Mandie, Rana hoped the auspi-
cious occasion to spread the
universal message of Sanatan
Dharma for peace and amity.

He invoked the great philoso-
phy of Vedas about universal
brotherhood, love and compas-
sion, hoping that once imbibing
this spirit, the society will grow
harmoniously with ill will for
none. Rana urged the first
batch to pray for peace and
tranquility across the country
and well-being of the people
across the world in true spirit of
Vasudeva Kutumbakam,
Complimenting Mahant
Rameshwar Dassji Maharaj for

keeping up the tradition of
arranging lodging, boarding
and Langar for the Sadhu
Samaj as per traditions, Rana
hoped that blessings of Lord
Shiva will help in further
strengthening the bonds of
brotherhood, compassion and
righteousness. Devender Rana
along with senior BJP leaders
Sham Lal Sharma, Priya Sethi,
Vikram Randhawa, Krishan
Lal Bhagat, Narayan Singh
and prominent citizens served
the Langar to the Sadhu
Samaj. Mahant Rameshwar
Dassji greeted the Sadhu
Samaj on their arrival to the
Temple City for onward journey
to the Cave Shrine for paying
obeisance.

Mahant Rameshwar Dass,
Mahant Dr Satya Narayan and
Mahant Rajesh Bittu were also
present on the occasion.

STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: With a view to
take stock of the J&K Bank's
preparation for providing the
banking services to the devo-
tees during Shri Amarnath Ji
Yatra - 2022, MD & CEO
Baldev Prakash on Tuesday
visited the Baltal base-camp
near Sonamarg along with
General Manager Tabassum
Nazir and other senior officers.
Commenting on the occasion,
MD & CEO Baldev Prakash
said, "I feel happy to see that
besides facilitating smooth reg-
istration of the Yatris through
dedicated assistance counters
at our designated business
units across the country, we
have established an elaborate
and easily accessible system to
provide them all banking serv-
ices and facilities especially
from base-camps to the holy
cave." "With public-conven-
ience at the heart of our service
ethos, we have put in place
many Special Counters, Mobile
ATM Vans and Micro-ATMs
along the Yatra-route to pro-
vide basic banking facilities
easily to the pilgrims along
with cash-collection facility at
the holy cave itself", MD

added. Wishing all the devotees
well for their upcoming jour-
ney, he reiterated the Bank's
commitment to provide them
all the requisite banking facili-
ties and services during the
Yatra. In addition to providing
the Internet Payment Gateway
(IPG) for online registration of
country-wide Yatra permits
this year, the Bank has also
established special ticket-coun-
ters equipped with ATM facili-
ty at four helipad stations
meant for air-lifting of Yatris in
choppers with special provision
for VIPs. The Bank will facili-
tate online as well as offline
tickets to the properly regis-
tered Yatris at these suitably
manned counters. In case of
cancellation, the registered
Yatris can also get their chop-
per-tickets instantly refunded
from these Bank counters. The
Bank has provided ten dona-
tion boxes for placement at the
bank counters while displaying
QR Codes also for secure
online donations for the shrine
at these sites.

J&K Bank MD takes stock of banking
services for Amarnath Yatra pilgrims

Amarnath Yatra symbolises India’s intangible
heritage, great civilization: Rana

Senior BJP leader Devender Rana speaking at a programme.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Claiming that people
were "disturbed over the
change in BJP's attitude after
getting a clear mandate",
JKPCC Working President
Raman Bhalla on Tuesday said
that the public would teach a
lesson to the BJP in J&K
Assembly elections due later
this year. 

"It will lick dust in the coming
J&K assembly polls," Bhalla
said while interacting with peo-
ple of Rajiv Nagar as a part of
his door to door campaign to
mobilize public opinion against
wrong policies of BJP Govt.

Bhalla alleged that BJP has
failed to fulfill the promises
made during elections cam-
paign.

"BJP is full of arrogance over

the majority that it got and has
not fulfilled even a single prom-
ise that it made to people of
J&K.  People have now come to
know its reality," he said. 

"Everyone knows what hap-
pened in J&K after giving
them mandate, people are now
realizing that they have com-
mitted a mistake by giving

majority to BJP," he said.
He said that people of

Jammu and Kashmir are also
eagerly awaiting for the next
available opportunity to teach
BJP and its allies a lesson for
letting them down and not ful-
filling promises made to the
people of Jammu and
Kashmir.

BJP’s experiments cost too much to  people of J&K: Bhalla

JKPCC Working President Raman Bhalla 
interacting with people. 

Bike lifters in police custody at Jammu. 


