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Bank Manager from...
do happen periodically with no solution about the security of bank staff," he said.
Canara Bank Officers' Association general secretary Ravi Kumar, while condemn-

ing the incident, demanded strict action against those behind this killing.
The fresh killing comes barely two days after a Hindu woman teacher Rajni Bala,

hailing from Jammu's Samba district, was shot dead by terrorists at a government
school in Gopalpora, Kulgam.

The spate of targeted killings started in May this year which included that of
Rahul Bhat, a clerk, who was shot dead inside the tehsildar's office in Chadoora
tehsil of Budgam district.

Of the eight targeted killings in Kashmir since May 1, three victims were off-duty
policemen and five were civilians.

"So very sorry to hear about the targeted killing of Vijay Kumar. Tweeting to con-
demn an attack and condole a death are becoming a mind-numbingly regular thing.
It's heartbreaking to see families destroyed like this," NC vice- president Omar
Abdullah said in a tweet.

Peoples Conference chairman Sajad Lone termed the killing a heinous act and said
he was at a loss of words to express his condemnation for such a heinous act.

"Yet again extremely sad news coming in. An innocent civilian working as a man-
ager in a bank in Kulgam has been shot dead," he said on Twitter.

In Jammu, the J&K BJP president Ravinder Raina said the recent targeted
killings in the Valley is a conspiracy by Pakistan to create fear and sabotage the
Centre's efforts to restore peace and normalcy in the Union Territory.

Fear-stricken Govt...
Bala and demand the government to ensure free education to her minor daugh-

ter and secure a government job for her.
We are frustrated by the deteriorating security situation as nobody, including

Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs are safe there. Anyone can become a victim of terror-
ists anytime, he said and referred to the latest killing of bank manager Vijay Kumar
from Rajasthan in Kulgam district on Thursday.

Another employee Anjana Bala, a teacher posted in north Kashmir's Kupwara dis-
trict, said, We do not need government accommodation or promotion, we only want
our transfer from the valley as providing security to each employee is not possible.

There is no safer place in the valley and we are not ready to accept the government
proposal of relocation within the valley, she said, adding they have never faced any
problem from the locals who have always supported them.

She said if the government can abolish decade-old Article 370 in August 2019,
what stops them from making minor changes in the transfer policy and relocating
them to their home districts.

We did not support the people of Kashmir who were against the revocation of
Article 370. They were right and today we regret our decision as nothing changed
on the ground except that we had lost the special status, she said.

Another teacher said they have gone there to earn their livelihood and not to set-
tle there.

The government is saying that they will relocate us to safer places but even after
that if something untoward happens, who will be responsible. Today a bank manag-
er was shot dead inside his secured office, while recently a Kashmiri pandit employ-
ee was gunned down in his office chamber, he said.

He said they have lost faith in the administration and will not return to the valley
to become scapegoats.

Looking forward to...
standoff began in early May of 2020. As a result of the military talks, the two sides

completed the disengagement process last year on the north and south banks of the
Pangong lake and in the Gogra area.

India has been consistently maintaining that peace and tranquillity along the LAC
are key for the overall development of the bilateral ties.

Asked about media reports of back-channel talks between India and Pakistan,
Bagchi said he would not comment on speculative reports.

He said India desires normal neighbourly relations with Pakistan in a conducive
atmosphere, free of terror, hostilities and violence.

On India's trade ties with Pakistan, he said New Delhi never felt that trade rela-
tions should be stopped.

Court frames corruption...
section 5(1) (c)(d) r/w sections 5(2) J&K PC Act Svt 2006, 120-B RPC are prima

facie establish the offences alleged it and framed charges against the accused. 

Santoor maestro Bhajan...
crematorium here on Friday.
In a statement, Fortis Memorial Research Institute said the santoor exponent was

diagnosed with "colon cancer stage IV" and was under treatment at the hospital
since February this year.

"The disease had spread to the liver and bones... (He) had received chemotherapy,
targeted therapy and immunotherapy over the last couple of months.

"He was admitted at FMRI on May 18, 2022, after his condition had deteriorat-
ed. In spite of the best efforts of the doctors, however, he succumbed to multi-organ
failure on June 2, 2022," the hospital further said.

Sopori's death comes just weeks after santoor virtuoso Pandit Shiv Kumar
Sharma, who also belonged to Kashmir and took the stringed instrument to the clas-
sical music stage, died on May 10. And on Saturday, playback singer KK passed
away on Saturday in Kolkata following a cardiac arrest.

Sopori received multiple awards through his career, including the Padma Shri in
2004, the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in 1992 and the Jammu and Kashmir

State Lifetime Achievement Award.
The musician-composer belonged to north Kashmir's Sopore district and came

from the 'Sufiana Gharana'.
Sopori, who gave his first public performance at the age of 10, was initiated into

the intricacies of santoor playing by his grandfather Pandit Samsar Chand Sopori
and later by his father Pandit Shamboo Nath Sopori.

The musician is considered a pioneer in establishing the santoor on national and
international platforms as a complete solo instrument. He is also credited with inno-
vating the instrument to improve its tonal quality and range.

Sopori had a double Masters degree in Indian classical music, specialising in both
the sitar and the santoor. The versatile artiste also had a Masters degree in English
Literature and studied Western Classical Music at Washington University.

Sopori composed music for over 6,000 songs in almost all Indian languages,
including Hindi, Kashmiri, Dogri, Sindhi, Urdu and Bhojpuri, as well as Persian
and Arabic.

During his career, he composed music for 'ghazals' written by greats such as
Ghalib, Daag, Momin, Bahadur Shah Zafar, Iqbal, Faiz Ahmed Faiz and Firakh
Gaurakhpuri. He also set to tune the works of Kabir and Meera Bai.

In 2011, Sopori was honoured with a Rs 5 stamp, a special tribute by the Indian
Postal Department for his extraordinary work in the field of art and culture.

National Conference leader Omar Abdullah described him as a "colossus in the
world of classical Indian music who made the santoor his own".

Condoling the musician's death on Twitter, the former chief minister of the erst-
while state of Jammu and Kashmir said he was "very sorry to hear about the trag-
ic demise of Padma Shri Pandit Bhajan Sopori sahib. A great son of the soil..."

The Jammu & Kashmir National Conference also mourned Sopori's death in a
tweet.

"Dr Farooq, @OmarAbdullah condole demise of Santoor Maestro Bajan Sopori.
They said 'He was a great human being, a very talented musician. His contribution
to music will be remembered by generations to come. They prayed for peace to the
deceased & strength to the bereaved family'."

BJP leader Devender Singh Rana remembered Sopori as a humble person.
"Sad to hear about the demise of Santoor Maestro Pt Bhajan Sopori. Panditji was

a very humble person. The music world will miss him. My Heartfelt condolences to
Mrs Sopori and @abhaysopori. May the departed soul rest in peace in heaven."

In its tribute to the santoor maestro, the Society for the Promotion of Indian
Classical Music And Culture Amongst Youth (SPIC MACAY remembered the musi-
cian as the cultural bridge of Jammu and Kashmir with the rest of the country.

"The #SaintofSantoor Pt. #BhajanSopori is no more. He breathed his last today.
A cultural bridge of J&K with the rest of the country, he belonged to the fabled
Sopori SufianaGharana, the traditional #Santoor family and was a huge support-
er of SPIC MACAY. May God bless his soul." 

"It's a shocking news for me and my wife Shameem to learn about the sudden
demise of eminent santoor maestro and ace music composer Pandit Bhajan Sopori
ji. He was  family to us. Shameem and Sopori Sahib were dear brother and sister.
Both took music lessons from Bhajan ji's late father Pt. Shambhoo Nath Sopori ji,"
said senior Congress Leader Ghulam Nabi Azad. 

"I am speechless as I have not only lost a great mentor but a dear brother. My long
association with Guru-bhai in the field of music was more than four decades. I am
short of words to express how deep a void I feel. Bhajan ji will live-on in my memo-
ry. My sincere condolence to his wife and sons. May his soul rest in peace. I pray
Almighty to give strength and courage to the bereaved family to bear this irrepara-
ble loss,"  said  Shameem Azad, wife of Ghulam Nabi Azad.

Maha ATS arrests...
specific information, the Kalachowky unit of the ATS had launched a probe

against four suspects, including Junaid, in connection with recruiting new members
for LeT and sending them to Jammu and Kashmir for training and terror activi-
ties, he said.

The ATS had registered an FIR under Indian Penal Code (IPC) sections 121A
(conspiracy to commit offences), 153A (promoting enmity between different
groups), 116 (abetment of an offence) and section 66 of the Information Technology
Act was registered and Junaid was apprehended by the team led by police inspector
Manjusha Bhosle, he said.

Targeted killings conspiracy...
Wave' like we have seen the 'operation Tupac' in 1980-1990 under the leadership

of then Pakistani military ruler Gen Zia-ul-Haq which brought death and destruc-
tion to Kashmir," the BJP leader claimed.

Raina said Pakistan is the biggest enemy of the people of Jammu and Kashmir
and it wants to create an "Afghanistan-like situation" in the Valley.

He said the 'operation Red wave' will meet the same fate as the 'Operation Tupac'
as police and security forces are determined to wipe out terrorism with active sup-
port of the people of Jammu and Kashmir who are nationalist by core.

Condemning the latest killing of bank manager Vijay Kumar in south Kashmir's
Kulgam district, Raina said, "The coward Pakistan and its supported terrorists have
once again committed a grave sin and they have to pay heavy price for this."

"Whether it is (Kashmiri pandit) Rahul Pandita, (Muslim artist) Amreen, (police-
men) Riyaz Ahmad Thokar and Saifullah Qadri, (Dogra from Jammu) Rajni Bala
or bank manager from Rajasthan, innocent blood was split and Pakistan is directly
involved in it over the last 35 years. They have turned the valley into a graveyard,"
Raina said.

He said Pakistan-supported terrorists have committed grave human rights viola-
tions by killing innocents over the past three decades.

"When terrorism raised its ugly head in the valley (in 1989), nationalist Muslims
and minorities were targeted to create a fear and they are trying same thing again
to harm brotherhood and sabotage the progress towards peace and development," he
said.

Raina said Pakistan and its agencies are frustrated because the security forces
eliminated all top commanders of Lashkar-e-Taiba, Jaish-e-Mohammad, Hizbul
Mujahideen and other groups operating in the valley.

"The backbone of the terrorism has already been broken with security forces suc-
cessfully foiling all attempts of infiltration and recovering drone-dropped weapons
like pistols and sticky bombs. We will frustrate this conspiracy (targeted killings) as
well," he said.

He also referred to the surgical and Balakote strikes inside Pakistan and said
"Pakistan will have to pay for its black deeds and crimes committed against human-
ity." 

Killing spree, fear...
Vijay Kumar, a Bank Manager in Kulgam. The killing spree and the pervasive

fear among civilians, minorities and other soft targets gives a lie to the claims of the
government that everything was Ok in Kashmir," he said.

Abdullah, the Member of Parliament from Srinagar, said, "Our brothers and sis-
ters are being targeted under daylight, but the government has its head in the sand."

"This ostrich approach will push the situation to a point of no return," he added.
"I cannot say anything," Abdullah rued, "if this is the new face of normalcy that an

employee becomes a target in a busy office, or a policeman gets killed at home.
"We feel sorry that innocent people are being killed one after another. Minorities

are being killed. Police persons are being killed. Civilians are getting killed in target-
ed attacks," he said.

The party's provincial committee members echoed the sentiments of the party
president and expressed concern over the security scenario in Kashmir.

All the members present in the meeting unanimously passed two resolutions con-
demning the spate of targeted civilian killings and ED summons to the party pres-
ident, the NC said.

During the meeting, the provincial committee members deliberated on a plethora
of issues concerning the party and the public in their respective areas. The members
also shared their estimation of the ground situation with the party president and the
vice president.

Earlier, the meeting started with paying rich tributes to Panthers Party Supremo
Bhim Singh who passed away on Tuesday.

Centre to set...
and NETF. Rajeev Chandrasekhar, Minister of State for Skill Development

and Entrepreneurship and Electronics and Information Technology;
Ministers of State for Education Annapurna Devi and Subhash Sarkar;
Education Ministers of states and Union Territories and senior officials of
the Education Ministry participated in the meeting.

"Experience and knowledge sharing from all state Education Ministers and
a structured and outcome-based discussion at the conference today will lead
us one step further towards transforming our learning landscape, in line with
the NEP 2020," Pradhan said. He said, "As we prepare for the opportunities
and challenges of the 21st century, we must leverage technology to strength-
en our education and skilling ecosystem".

"Yesterday during our visits, we all got a glimpse of various dimensions of
21st century futuristic education systems. From education being an exclusive
responsibility of states to education becoming a part of the concurrent list,
our education system has witnessed many reforms," the minister said.

The Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan launched by former prime minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee in 2001, Samagra Shiksha and other reforms have positively
impacted education, he said.

Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel stated that the new education pol-
icy has been introduced after realizing the need to constantly redefine and
redesign the teaching and learning processes.

On the sidelines of the conference, the ministers also visited Vidya
Samiksha Kendra (VSK), Bhaskaracharya National Institute for Space
Applications and Geo-informatics (BISAG), National Forensic Science
University (NFSU) and International Automobile Centre of Excellence
(iACE).

Gujarat Education Minister Jitu Vaghani said the 'National Conference for
School Education Ministers' programme will be an important step towards
taking the education sector to a new high with the help of technology and
effective implementation of the NEP.

"The NEP has been carefully studied by experts and with its implementa-
tion we will be able to see a new change in the society. The policy will prove
to be an important document for the future of the country and the new India.
Thus implementation of such policy is the responsibility of all of us.

"Education is our biggest responsibility for the society and the new educa-
tion policy will be a golden step in fulfilling this responsibility with full alle-
giance," he said.

Take steps to...
day, Kashmiri Pandits are fleeing. Those who have to protect them have no time

as they are busy promoting the film. The BJP has only made Kashmir to attain
power," Gandhi said in a tweet in Hindi.

"Take immediate steps to restore peace in Kashmir, Prime Minister ji," he said.
Gandhi also shared a collage of pictures of those killed in the last few days that

said, "The horror of targeted killings in Kashmir".

Seven new COVID...
officials said here. There are 56 active cases of the disease in the union territory,

while the number of recoveries has reached 4,49,452, they said.
The COVID-19 death toll in the union territory stands at 4,752 as no fresh fatal-

ity was reported in the last 24 hours.
The officials said there were 51 confirmed cases of mucormycosis (black fungus).
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Five narco smugglers nabbed; heroin,
cash Rs 2.3 lakh recovered   

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Continuing its drive against drug trafficking and substance abuse,
Janipur Police
arresedt five
narco smugglers
and recovered 34
gms of heroin,
cash Rs.2,38,000
along with other
materials from
their possession.

As per details,
a team of Police
Station Janipur
under the super-
vision of SDPO
West Rahul
Nagar led by SHO Police Station Janipur Inspr Ajaz Haider while on Naka duty
near Suraksha Vihar Paloura received an information regarding some drug ped-
dlers. On this, police team along with EMIC raided at suspected location and round-
ed up five peddlers. On search 34 gms of heroin, cash Rs. 2,38,000, 2 weighing
machines, 2 foil wrappers, one Toka (sharp edge weapon)  were recovered from their
possession. The suspects were later identified as Jugal Kishore alias Lucky, son of
Inder Dev, resident of Sunderbani, Rajouri;  Dheeraj Kumar, son of Dev Raj, resi-
dent of Sunderbani; Sumeet Kumar, son of Ghani Sharma, resident of Sunderbani,
Saurab Thakur, son of Joginder Singh, resident of Katra and Himanshu Raina, son
of Ashok Kumar, resident of Sunderbani. They were arrested and FIR No. 61 under
sections 8/21/22/25/27(A)/29 NDPS Act was registered against them at Police
Station Janipur. 

Illegal mining: Heavy excavator, JCB, two dumpers seized 
STATE TIMES NEWS 

RAJOURI: Intensifying its efforts to crack a whip on illegal mining in the district,
the Geology and Mining Department has seized a heavy excavator, a JCB and two
dumpers in Nowshera and Khawas areas.

The special teams of the Geology and mining department constituted on the direc-
tions of the District Development Commissioner Rajouri, Vikas Kundal conducted
raids at different locations to curb illegal mining practices in the district and seized
a heavy excavator, a JCB and two dumpers in Nowshera and Khawas area.

The District Mineral Officer, Naseeb Bajrang reiterated that the drive launched
against such practices will continue with more vigor and force till involved persons
refrain from exercising these illegal activities.

He has also warned people not to indulge in illegal mining activities, adding that
the act is the violation of Government rules and any offence in this regard shall be
dealt seriously as per law.

Demolition of structures carried out on Rajouri-Thanamandi Road
STATE TIMES NEWS

RAJOURI: On the directions of District Development Commissioner, Rajouri Vikas
Kundal, the Sub Divisional Magistrate Thanamandi, Dr. Vikas Dhar Bagati, along
with Tehsildar Thanamandi, Syed Sahil Ali, conducted a demolition drive to remove
the structures acquired for construction of Rajouri Thanamandi Road.

"Advanced notices were served to the owners of structures to vacate the
buildings and the drive was conducted as per the schedule," said SDM Thanamandi

The public of the area was made aware about the drive through Public
Announcement System as well. So far   93 shops and 08 residential houses have
been demolished in Village Nerojal and Saj of Sub Division Thanamandi.

The Sub Divisional Magistrate Thanamandi further informed that the demolition
drive will continue to clear the complete stretch of Rajouri-Thanamandi road.

He also appealed to people to extend cooperation to the administration so that the
project can be completed within stipulated time.

The public of the area also welcomed the drive by the administration as it shall
lead to early completion of the road project.

5 vehicles involved in illegal mining seized 
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: In a quest to stern the menace of illegal mining, a multi-pronged strate-
gy was devised by Jammu Police in which police teams of Police Stations Domana,
Jhajjar Kotli, Miran Sahib and Police Post Phallian Mandal  acted stringently on
the specific inputs and raided at different locations in their respective areas and
seized 05 different vehicles involved in illegal mining. 

The seized vehicles include one tractor trolley without registration No seized by
Domana police; one Tipper (JK14E-7458) by Jajjar Kotli police; one tractor trol-
ley without registration No. by Miran Sahib police  and 2  JCBs , one (JK08C-3209
and other bearing chasis No.TEP745NSCM8018156) by Phallian Mandal police.

The recoveries were made SHO Domana Insp.Tilak Raj, SHO Jhajjar Kotli Insp.
Vikram Sharma, SHO Miran Sahib Insp. Zaheer Mushtaq and In-Charge Police
Post Phallian Mandal PSI Ajesh Singh Jamwal in their respective  jurisdictions.

Two bikes stolen 
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Two bikes were stolen from Jammu city on Thursday.
As per the details,  Vishal Singh, son of Yog Raj, resident of Basantgarh lodged a

complaint with Pacca Danga police that he parked his bullet motorcycle (JK14H-
2240)  outside Manda dear park and when he came back after few minutes it was
missing.    

Another bike (JK02CU-4027) was stolen from JMC Office after which owner of
the  bike namely Asif Ali, son of Dalwar Ali, resident of By Pass Nagrota lodged a
complaint at Hari Market Police Post.  

Youth attacked publically, chain
snatched; police party also attacked  

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: A youth was attacked by some miscreants publically and a gold chain

worth Rs 1.5 Lakh was snatched from him, however stone were also pelted on police.
As per the details, A youth namely Padha, resident of Trikuta Nagar who was tak-

ing walk along Tawi  bridge near Bhagwati Nagar was attacked by a group of mis-
creants and snatched chain and Rs 9000 cash from him. He reported the matter
with police which rushed the spot but police was also attacked by miscreants.   Police
has detained some people for questioning in this regard.

Man found hanging in park 
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: A man was found hanging in a park in Bgh-e Bahu area on Thursday.
As per the details, locals on seeing a man hanging in a park informed the police

which rushed the spot and shifted body to morgue. His identity is yet to be ascer-
tained.

Auto driver arrested with  200 gm Charas 
STATE TIMES NEWS

DODA: Continuing its drive to tighten the noose of  drug peddlers, Police on
Thursday apprehended  one  drug peddler
with Charas at  Doda.    While giving detail
Police said that a police party of  Police
Station Doda  led by ASI Nasir  Ahmed  while
deployed with  routine Naka duty /traffic
checking  near  Ganpat Bridge  Doda , noticed
suspicion  movement of one auto driver while
he was asked to  produce the  documents  for
checking purpose. On  getting  suspicion,
Police conducted his search and recovered 200
grams of Charas like substance  from his pos-
session which he has  wrapped in  a Khaki colour paper and concealed inside his
clothes. On enquiry , the accused person disclosed his name Fareed Ahmed, son of
Mohd Shafi, resident of Malwana Doda. He was arrested and FIR No.112/2022
under section 8/20 NDPS Act has been registered against him at Police Station
Doda .

2 women among three killed in road mishap 
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU/DODA: Two women among three persons were killed in separate mishaps
in Doda and Jammu districts on Thursday.

As per the details, a bike fell into a gorge in Doda area as a result two persons
borne on it got injured. Duo was shifted to hospital where doctors declared one of
them as brought dead. The deceased has been identified as Sunil Kumar, son of
Laxmi Chand, resident of Bhadarwah while injured namely Indera Devi is under
treatment at hospital.    Meanwhile a woman was killed on the spot in a road mishap
near GGM Science College on late Thursday evening, while a minor girl got injured.
A woman was also killed a in separate mishap at Arnia. 

Snatcher arrested; bag containing over Rs 1 lakh money recovered 
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Police on Thursday nabbed a snatcher and recovered snatched bag con-
taining over Rs 1 lakh cash recovered. As per the details, a man lodged a complaint
with Bus Stand police that a man snatched his bag containing Rs 1, 08,000 lakh
rupees and fled away. Acting on the complaint, police swung into action and nabbed
the accused. The bag containing cash was also recovered from his possession.      


