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J&K’s First Maternal & Child Health Conclave inaugurated

Decisive steps ta

m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR:  Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on
Monday inaugurated J&K's
first Maternal and Child
Health Conclave at SKICC.

On the occasion, the Lt
Governor also dedicated
Paediatric  wards, ICUs,
Maternal ICUs to the public.

In his inaugural address,
the Lit Governor said that the
conclave will provide a
unique platform to deliberate
upon challenges, opportuni-
ties and newer initiatives in
Maternal and Child health-
care.

The Lt Governor said that
UT of J&K has registered
significant decline in the
Infant Mortality Rate during
the last one year and the
administration envisions to
further decrease the
Maternal and Child mortality
to establish UT at the fore-
front of providing quality
healthcare.

The Lt Governor stressed
that Medical Institutions
must provide a big canvas to
our researchers and doctors
who are talented and capable
to produce path-breaking
inventions in the healthcare.
I hope that our talent pool
will be responsive to such
opportunities and take full

Lt Governor Manoj Sinha speaking at inauguration ceremony of
J&K s first Maternal & Child Health Conclave at SKICC.

advantage of it for larger
public interest, he added.

On the occasion, the Lt
Governor urged the premier
Medical Colleges, Super
Specialty Hospitals and
other health institutions to
encourage research and new
innovations at the grassroots
level to further strengthen
the Health Safety Net in the
UT.

"We have taken decisive
steps to address healthcare
challenges and enhancing
access to health facilities in
remote areas. Grateful to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for providing best
health infrastructure to UT
of J&K. It has given a new
hope and confidence to
healthcare sector", the Lt
Governor said.

Highlighting the major

strides in the healthcare
ecosystem of the U'T, the Lit
Governor said that J&K has
the unique distinction of
being the first UT of the
country with two AIIMS and
two  Cancer Institutes,
besides seven new medical
colleges have been estab-
lished in the UT in just eight
years. Apart from this,
Prime Minister also launched
the Ayushman Bharat-Sehat
Scheme in December 2020,
extending health insurance of
Rs 5 lakh per family to every
citizen without any diserimi-
nation.

It was also informed that in
a span of just two years,
2209 health and wellness
centers have been established
which are providing health
facilities to the people even in
far flung areas, besides 211

Protests demanding transfer of KF, Dogra
employees from Kashmir continue

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Dogras and
Kashmiri  Pandits  on
Monday continued their
protests demanding that
employees from the two
communities posted in
Kashmir be relocated here
in the wake of the targeted
killings of minorities in the
Valley.

Dogra employees assem-
bled under the banner of
"All Jammu-based
Reserved Categories
Employees Association" at
Panama Chowk here for
the sixth day and staged a
sit-in -~ to  press  their
demand for transfer from
the Valley to their home

districts in the Jammu
region.
These employees

returned to Jammu follow-
ing the killing of their col-
league Rajni Bala. A resi-
dent of Samba district,
Bala was shot dead by ter-
rorists at a school in south
Kashmir's Kulgam district
on May 31.

Separately, a group of
migrant Kashmiri Pandit
activists affiliated with the
Prem Nath Bhat Memorial

Trust held a protest
demonstration at the Press
Club here in support of the
PM package employees
who have been on a strike
in the Valley following the
killing of their colleague
Rahul Bhat on May 12.
Bhat, a clerk, was shot
dead inside the tehsildar's
office in Chadoora tehsil of
Budgam distriet.
Chanting slogans and
carrying placards, the pro-
testers said the govern-
ment should accede to the
demands of the protesting
PM package employees and
temporarily transfer them
to Jammu till the security

situation in the Valley
improves.

"The majority of the
employees have already

returned from Kashmir
and are reluctant to go
back in view of the grim
situation. The government
has transferred over 10 per
cent of the employees, who
are close relatives of BJP
leaders, to Jammu," a pro-
tester claimed.

He said the spate of tar-
geted killings in Kashmir
has created fear and uncer-

tainty among the minori-
ties serving in the Valley.

Acting chairman of Prem
Nath Bhat Memorial Trust
B L Zar also backed the
demand of Kashmiri Pandit
employees and said the gov-
ernment needs to take
stern action against those
indulging in terror and
anti-national activities.

The spate of targeted
killings in Kashmir started
in May this year.

Scores  of  Kashmiri
Pandits, who were
employed under the prime
minister's package in 2012,
have been staging protests
threatening mass exodus
sinee the Kkilling of Rahul
Bhat.

Bhat's killing sparked
demonstrations by around
6,000 Kashmiri Pandit
employees at  various
places. They demanded
they be relocated outside
the Valley.

However, the Jammu
and Kashmir administra-
tion on Friday made it
clear the employees would
not be moved out of the
Valley but transferred to
safer locations.

Ambulances are providing
24X7 facilities in Jammu
and Kashmir Divisions in
addition to 286 general
ambulances which are serv-
ing the people. 64 Advanced
Life Support Ambulances
were also inducted into the
fleet to fill all the existing
gaps in healthcare in saving
precious lives.

Dialysis facilities which
were limited to only a few dis-
tricts are available in all 20
districts of UT and 27,129
dialysis sessions have been
given to the patients in just

one year.

Pertinently, as per
National Family Health
Survey, the UT of J&K has
registered tremendous
improvement in various

healthecare parameters dur-
ing the last couple of years,

care: LG

catapulting J&K into the
coveted top ranking in the
hierarchy.

Medicity projects are being
started in both Jammu and
Kashmir divisions with an
investment of about Rs
4,575 crore, which will cre-
ate 1000 MBBS seats, pro-
vide employment opportuni-
ties to thousands of medical
professionals and would add
thousands of additional beds
for patients in health facili-
ties, it was informed.

On the occasion, the Lit
Governor  handed  over
LaQshya Certification to
Health facilities and released
a Report on "Situation
Analysis of Maternal Health
in J&K". Videos on Maternal
and Child health care servic-
es that are being extended in
the UT and a feature on
sanction of MCH Hospital at
Lamberi, Rajouri were also
showcased on the occasion.

Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar,
Advisor to Lt Governor
stressed the need to put spe-
cial focus on key issues in
healtheare and take dedicat-
ed measures to address the
same. He further empha-
sized on collaborations and
partnerships to meet the
future challenges in the
health sector.

People being killed, BJP leaders
term it ‘Chhut Put’, celebrating 8
years of Modi Govt: Congress

Demands apology for outrageous remarks regarding killings

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: JKPCC has taken
a dig at BJP for the cele-
brations of eight years of
Modi government and it's
senior leaders terming the
innocent killings as" Chhut
Put gatna'", which shows the
insensitiveness of BJP
towards the innocent
killings in Kashmir.

Reacting sharply to the
highly outrageous com-
ments of a Senior BJP
leader and former MLA
Baldev Raj terming the
killings as "chhut put mat-
ter," JKPCC termed it
shameful and asked the
party to apologise to the
families of the martyrs.

The ruling party is cele-
brating the eight years of
BJP government while
innocents are getting killed,
minorities are fleeing from
Kashmir, Kashmir Pandits
and Jammu employees are
protesting for shifting to
safer places and the govern-
ment has held migrant
employees hostage inside
their camps.

"The insensitiveness of
the ruling BJP is very

unfortunate and shows it's
lack of pain and concern
towards the innocent suffer-
ings and the worrisome sit-
uation in Kashmir , spread-
ing elsewhere. It's irrespon-
sible conduct is like "Rome
was burning, the Nero was
dancing, "JKPCC Chief
spokesperson Ravinder
Sharma said.

The party sought cancella-
tion of the excursions to the
cool climate of Kashmir, of
proposed 70 central minis-
ters, except those dealing
with security situation, to
not to disturb the concen-
tration of security forces
from dealing with prevailing
sensitive situation.

The Congress demanded
entire concentration of the
administration over the
security situation and law
and order and ensuring
safety of innocents besides
smooth conduct of Shri
Amarnaath Yatra and other
such holy Yatras in next two
months.

All celebrations and other
non essential activities
should be cancelled or post-
poned during this period.
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J&K Branch of ICAI celebrates

Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav

m STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: The Jammu & Kashmir Branch of the
Institute of Chartered Accountants of India
(ICAI) on Monday organized Live streaming of
Tconic Week celebration of Ministry of Finance
and Ministry of Corporate Affairs under Azadi
ka Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM). It was a Live tele-
cast across 75 major cities of India where Prime
Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Iconic
Week celebration. On the occasion, PM Modi
launched special series of coins of Re 1, Rs 2, Rs
5, Rs 10 and Rs 20 that are also Visually
Impaired friendly.

"These new series of comns will remind people of
the goal of amritkal and motivate people to work
towards the development of the country," Modi
said. PM Modi also launched the "Jan Samarth
Portal "- a credit -linked portal of 12 government
schemes. The event was organised in the presence
of Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Municipal Corporators

along with dignitaries of Various Departments of
Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Corporate
Affairs  like Central Board of Direct Taxes,
Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs,
Department of Financial Services as well as
Chartered Accountants.

Further, as a run up to the Iconic Day, the
Branch also took a Go Green initiative by plant-
ing trees at various locations to celebrate the
AKAM. CA Nakul Saraf, Chairman, J&K ICAI
appreciated the initiatives of Prineipal
Commissioner; CGST Jammu Mahesh Kumar
Rustogi. He also urged the public to take a pledge
to plant a tree in this season for the health of our
planet and all living creatures.

Vice Chairman, CA Vikas Purdhani, Secretary
CA Vineet Kohli, Treasurer CA Ayush Sawhney
and Ex. Committee Member CA Sourav Pargal,
along with other Members participated in the
event.

Strict legal action ordered against hindrances in
implementation of power those causing reforms

= SHAKEELA ANDRABI

SRINAGAR: The installation of smart meters in
the valley is going on in full swing as 26,000
meters have been installed in Srinagar city so far
and 32,000 more are to be installed. PDD
Kashmir has made it clear that there will be no
change or extra tarift after installation of smart
meters. In order to review the progress regarding
installation of smart meters in Srinagar City, a
meeting was held under chairmanship of the
Deputy Commissioner Srinagar, Mohammad
Ajjaz Assad. On the occasion, MD KPDCL
informed that under smart metering project
Srinagar Phase-I, out of 57,750 meters, as many
as 25,000 have been installed till now and process
is going on to install remaining 32,000 smart
meters. He further said that strict legal action
shall be taken against anybody hindering process.

Meanwhile, all the executive magistrates
have been told to initiate strict legal action if
any hindrances are created in implementation
of power Sector reforms under various central-
ly sponsored schemes. Earlier following resent-
ment against installation of Smart Meters at
Raj Bagh area of Srinagar, Kashmir Power
Distribution Corporation Limited (KPDCL)
lodged FIR seeking action against residents
who hampered meter installation process. FIR
No 37/2022 was lodged at Raj Bagh Police
Station on complaint of Assistant Executive
Engineer (AEE) KPDCL, Rajbagh against
residents for breaking meters and hindering
installation process. An official said the FIR
was lodged so that proper action can be taken
against those who were involved in manhan-
dling staff and breaking meters.

Cities should not simply look ‘smart’ but should first behave
‘Smart’ which need no extra capital input

Soorat Se Nahin Seerat Se Smart Banana Hoga Jammu Shehar Ko
Even if Smart City Vehicle goes only with J&K PSG ACT, 2011 some ‘Smartness’ can result free of Cost
To make a city Look Smart it is Smart Public Servants that matter more than Financial inputs
No doubt Citizens need to assist Administration for making city roads & lanes free of ‘Private Parking’

= DAYA SAGAR

The status of sanitation need not be

the limits of Jammu City it is a
common site to see 'Jammu
Smart City' displays on the hoardings
and side walls with 'smart city' struc-
tures being erected. Road side paths are
being laid in the name of smart city. One
may ask what is a smart city ? Does
making a City smart mean spending
money to make a city simply look physi-
cal good ? The answer is, there is no uni-
versally accepted definition for a
'smart' city. It means different things to
different people. Even the dictionary
meaning of smart could be trendy, fash-
ionable, keen, shrewd, nifty, and even to
some it may also rude/insolent . So the
term smart could be used for some in a
pleasant sense and even not that appre-
ciating sense for some. Any how to be
brief as regards the Mission Smart City
let us try to go by the likely intentions
behind mission smart city of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and see how
far the people appointed to hold the
reins of @'Smart City Vehicle@ have
been able to conceive the motive behind
the mission worth rowing in the related
streams to execute Modi's imagination.
In the imagination of a common per-
son living and visiting a city in India
the smart city wish list could also
“include  the availability of common
services & facilities without undue
encumbrances in time & money in addi-
tion to some pleasing physicals. No
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These days when one moves within

doubt the aspirations and needs of a cit-
izen could ask for developing entire
eco-system where administrative, insti-
tutional, physical, social and economic
elements could further define layers of
'smartness'. The present Smart Cities
Mission could be seen as aiming to pro-
mote cities with administrative, physical
and social environment worth providing
a decent quality of peaceful living to the
locals & visitors ( clean & sustainable
environment, stress free availability of
local services from state/ local adminis-
tration)

In a way The Mission Smart City aims
at building some cities with sustained
development & delivery of public servie-
es with financial assistance of central
government so that others also make a
replica of that where core infrastruc-
ture elements and related modes of
delivery of stressless local services
could cover (1) social & physical secu-
rity of locals & visitors (2) caring envi-
ronment around particularly  for
women, children and the elderly (3)
Hassle free mobility and cost effective
public transport (4) welcome citizen
participation (5) . Responsive Health
infrastructure (6)  Delivering and
responsive public & private) education
infrastructure (7) Sanitation (including
management of local solid waste ) (8).
Adequate & regular water supply (9)
Assured regular electricity supply (10)
Good governance & use of  e-
Governance (11) Affordable housing

(12) meaningfully
delivery IT connectivity | = =
and digitalization and =

like environment in [Pated=
general.

A Look
through the
Mist

side too would not speak
bad in case they find local
transport services abiding
by rules. Similarly in cities
like Jammu one would

An intimate feel of the indicators list-
ed here in would indicate that a fair
degree of smartness can be created even
without incurring additional financial
inputs merely through making the
human resources employed by govern-
ment to perform their regular duty to
deliver designated services and in case
such element of smartness is not "erect-
ed" by government then any capital
expenditure would give only some physi-
cal outlook which too may also add to
ugliness in case the structures are not
truthfully laid and maintained there
after

To quote in case the traffic police /
related man power deployed by govern-
ment makes the local taxies / three
wheeler taxies to render services by
operating as per the fare fixed by gov-
ernment that would send welcome sig-
nals out to even any one visiting from
outside. In cities like Jammu in case
there is available law responsive local
taxi service / three wheeler service avail-
able may be 25 % to 30% of the people
will not use private cars for local move-
ments in city there by reducing traffic
and pollution on the roads. One may so
often find the local commuters / visitors
and three wheeler drivers blowing hot &
cold in public places. Visitors from out-

hardly find people coming out happily
from the government parking lots where
some parking attendant may be found
over charging / parking attendant may
be hardly found in uniform with identi-
ty badge. Some Jammu city road are so
often found used like self parking
grounds by some ( somewhere on both
sides of road ) for day/ night parking
which gives bad look / environment to
city as well as some time becomes reason
for quarrels amongst the locals / com-
muters. The government officers in case
perform their duty sincerely the bads
like quoted here can be removed worth
adding  understandable smartness to
the City without spending additional
money by government.

Similarly the fair working of traffic
lights has to be first priority of those
who hold the reins of 'Smart City vehicle'
instead more caring for erecting smart
city banners. The traffic lights must
function in regular manner (often lights
are found in caution mode during day
time also ).

The traffic offenders in city like
Jammu can well be observed through
CCTV instead of organising check
nakas near the crossings and odd
places even during peak hours since
such culture surely do not make the

city look & behave smart inspite of
spending money on face lifting / deco-
rations.

The traffic during night/late evenings
need be regulated for safe and smooth
driving. MVD & Traffic Police author-
ities need to see that the vehicles using
dazzling light for an observer
approaching ahead of the vehicle /mul-
tiple lights during night hours are
either made to use proper lights or
made to go off road since such owners
who do not use even dippers are
increasing the possibilities of accidents
, are making the travel time longer for
others and particularly 'harassing' the
senior citizens / elder drivers even when
law exists for regulating such default-
ers(  SAFETY STANDARDS No.
15.1 [Central Motor Vehicle Rules,
1989 Notification S.0. No. 873 (E)
dtd. 15.12.1997, item No. 20, of
Ministry of Surface Transport ). , No
doubt safety of all is to be taken care
but the safety of elderly drivers has to
be particularly ensured.

Similarly sanitation and environment
has be made healthy and safe. In
Jammu city the monkeys are have cre-
ated additional havoc putting the
kids/young children/locals and house-
holds in severe risk but any efforts
made by contacting the wild life depart-
ment/ Jammu Municipality and even
some animal care groups have not suc-
ceeded. Surely any city unsafe for com-
mon man cannot claim to be Smart.

discussed here. No doubt JMC is
spending a lot of money for improving
the sanitation and disposal of solid /
liquid waste but at the same time the
MCJ/MCS should see that the smallest
municipal employee is adequately paid
min as regular class IV employee and
the practice of employing
Safaikaramcharies on casual/ cut
wages is immediately stopped in case
the sanitation in local city lanes &
drains is to be improved effectively.

Similarly the availability of other
services like that in health and educa-
tion sector operated by government has
to be first made to deliver in propor-
tion to atleast the investments made in
routine instead of spending money on
erecting new gates etec to spend the
allocations in terms of smart city allo-
cations.

Even if Smart city Vehicle goes only
with conceepts contained the Jammu
and Kashmir Public Services
Guarantee Act, 2011. (Act No. M of
2011) and carries other government
departments along with to deliver the
services to assigned duties in regular
manner some citizen friendly smart-
ness would start appearing in the cites
like Jammu without making any addi-
tional capital expenditure from Center
/State /UT exchequer..

(The author is Sr. Journalist :: lead-
ing seribe on Kashmir affairs
dayasagr45@yahoo.com).



