
Tuesday June 27, 20234

DISCLAIMER
“STATE TIMES” 

does not take responsibility for the
contents of the advertisements

(Display/Classified)
carried in this

newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are
requested to verify the contents on
their own before acting there upon.”

STATE TIMES NEWS
KISHTWAR: Three-day
long traditional Shri
Ashtadash Bhuja Mata
Sarthal Devi Ji Yatra com-
menced with great religious
fervor early on Monday
morning by performing
Hawan at Gori Shankar
Mandir, Sarkoot in which
number of couples offered
Aahuti and Puran Aahutis.

Impressive Shoba Yatra
was taken from Gauri
Shankar Mandir by Sanjeev
Parihar, Vice Chairman, Shri
Sarthal Devi Management
Council which passes
through different locations of
Kishtwar town . The locals of
various localities accorded
warm welcome to Shoba
Yatra and served refresh-
ment to the pilgrims.

On the occasion, Sunil
Sharma, former Minister,
BDC Chairperson Pooja
Thakur; Additional District
Magistrate Injerjit Singh
Parihar; ADDC Sham Lal;
ACR Varunjeet Charak, SSP

Kishtwar Khalil Poswal, var-
ious heads of religious organ-
isations like Surinder Sen
President Sanatan
Dharam Sabha, Hans Raj
Bhutyal President Vishu
Hindu Parishad, Sanjay
Wazir, President Rajput
Sabha, Anju Singh Sen
President Hindu Jagran
Manch, Aalaya Sen,
Dharam Jagran Manch,
Oma Devi, Anjali
Chouhan, and others  par-
ticipated in the Yatra.

The Shobha Yatra along
with pilgrims proceeded

towards Sarthal Devi Ji
Bhawan from Bus Stand
Kishtwar in buses and
other vehicles.  Tomorrow
morning a Maha Yajya will
be performed at Sarthal
Devi Mandir. District
administration along with
police had made all the
necessary arrangements at
Sarthal and Kishtwar for
the welfare of devotees.

The Yatra was organized
by Shri Sarthal Devi Ji
Trust under the patronage
of Dr Karan Singh, Sole
Trustee and Vikarmaditya

Singh Chairman Trustee of
the Trust.

Vikramaditya Singh, in
his message, extended
warm greetings to all devo-
tees and people of Kishtwar
on this auspicious occasion
and prayed for peace, pros-
perity and well being of all.

The temple of Sarthal
Devi Mata is located in
Sarthal town of Kishtwar
district amidst the moun-
tains of the Pir Panjal
range. The devotees
believed that Sarthal Devi
is the Hindu Kuldevi resid-
ing in Kishtwar and have
held her in high reverence.
The historic religious yatra
is organized every year in
Kishtwar by Shri Sarthal
Devi Ji Management
Council with great partici-
pation and support of resi-
dents of Kishtwar.

Varinder Jamwal,
Additional Secretary J&K
Dharmarth Trust also par-
ticipated in this three-day
long traditional Yatra.

Three-day long traditional Sarthal Devi
Yatra begins with religious fervour

Temple management committee taking out Shoba Yatra.
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POONCH:  Jammu and Kashmir Academy of Art, Culture
and Languages organised two Nukkad Natak on the occa-
sion of International Anti Drug Day and illicit Trafficking. 

One show was staged in Krishan Chander Park  Poonch
where a large number of men, women and children wit-
nessed the show and second show was staged in GDC
College Poonch which was witnessed by DDC Poonch
Yaseen Mohd Chodhary, Tazeem Akhter Chairperson Distt
Developmental Council Poonch, Distt officers and a large
number of college students. DDC Mohd Yaseen Chodhary
stressed that such Nukkad Natak should be played at vil-
lage level also, because today Panchayat Level Nasha Mukt
Abhiyaan has also been launched in UT.  Today's perform-
ances were displayed by Pardeep Khanna and party theater
Group.

JKAACL organises Nukkad
Nataks on drug abuse 

A section of dignitaries during the programme.
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KHOUR:  NCC Unit of
Government Degree College
Khour in collaboration with
J&K Police Khour celebrated
International Day against
Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking. Under this pro-
gramme an awareness lecture
was organized for the students
of the College. The purpose of
the programme was to create
awareness among the students
regarding Drug Abuse, its ill
effects on the health of an indi-
vidual and on the society as a
whole. International Day of
Drug Abuse is celebrated every
year to encourage people
across the world to quit drug
addiction and live a healthier
life. Speaking on the occasion
Prof. Arun Sharma, DySP
Mohan Lal Sharma and
Inspector Rahul Mahajan
(SHO Khour) inform the stu-
dents how Tobacco, Alcohol
and other Drugs effects the
health of the individual, that
drug addiction is increasing in
the society day by day and  how

Law enforcement agencies are
working to curve the drug
abuse. They stressed that stu-
dents can help to curve this
menace from the society by
spreading awareness against
Drug Abuse. Many people who
use drugs face stigma and dis-
crimination, which can further
harm their physical and mental
health and prevent them from
accessing the help they need.
The programme was organized
by Prof. Tarsem Lal convener
IQAC and Prof. (Lt.) Arun
Sharma under the able guid-
ance of Principal of the college,
Prof. (Dr.) T K Sharma. 

GDC Khour, Police celebrate International
Day against Drug Abuse   

Police officers along with faculty and students during the event.
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KATHUA: On the direc-
tions of the Excise
Commissioner, Pankaj
Kumar Sharma and super-
vision of Deputy Excise
C o m m i s s i o n e r
(Executive), Jammu
Kusum Sharma and ETO,
Excise Range Kathua
Virender Kumar, Jammu
& Kashmir Excise
Department organised
Essay writing and Poster
Making competitions to
generate awareness among
the students regarding ill
effects of the drugs abuse
on International day
against drugs abuse and
illicit trafficking in Govt.
Hr. Sec. School, Bani and
Govt. High School, Bajohi
Zone Malhar. 

A total of 20 students of
Govt. Hr. Sec. School,
Bani participated in the
Essay writing competition
in which Nitasha Devi,
Rahul Thakur and Kranti
Devi bagged Ist, second
and third prize respective-

ly. In Poster Making com-
petition held at Govt.
High School, Bajohi Zone
Malhar a total of 18 stu-
dents participated; Aman
Singh, 

Archana Devi
and Manish Kumar won

Ist, second and third prize
respectively. All the win-
ners were awarded tro-
phies and certificate of
appreciation was also
given to all the partici-
pants by the officials of
the Excise Department

and Heads of the
Institutions. 

Further, signature cam-
paign was conducted in
both the institutions
whereby students took an
oath to stay away from
drugs and prevent their
peers from falling victim
to them. Afterwards,
refreshment was also dis-
tributed among the partic-
ipants and the students of
the school.  Seikh Mohd
Hafeez, Principal  Govt.
Hr. Sec. School Bani and
Ramesh Chander Incharge
Govt. High School, Bajohi
Zone Malhar appreciated
the efforts of Excise
Department in generating
awareness among the stu-
dents regarding ill effects
of the drugs abuse.

Excise Deptt organises essay writing & poster making competitions

Officials of Excise Deptt along with students and others during the event.

Progress of banks reviewed
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KATHUA:  A DLRC meeting was convened at the DDC Office,
Kathua to review the flow of credit, performance of banks in key
areas relating to Deposits, Advances under priority sector, Govt.
Sponsored Schemes, lending for the quarter ended 31st Mar,
2023 and performance of RSETI, Kathua. The meeting was
chaired by Deepika Rana the Additional Deputy Commissioner,
Kathua and convened by Amul Bhatia, LDM Kathua. 

Deepika Rana ADC Kathua reviewed the progress of CD ratio,
cases under KCC, New KCC (Dairy, Poultry, Fisheries and
Sheep Husbandry), PMEGP - KVIB / KVIC / DIC / NULM,
NRLM Handloom / Handicraft, PMAY with special emphasis
on credit linkage of beneficiaries under these schemes. She
advised all departments and banks to focus on awareness pro-
grams for dissemination of information to general public/farm-
ers/skilled persons so that they are facilitated to set up new units
of economic activities and thereby increase the C.D Ratio of the
district. LDO RBI, Kirty Bhushan. Amit Kumar, DDM,
NABARD also spoke on the occasion. Those who attended the
meeting were, ADC Deepika Rana, Lead Bank Manager Amul
Bhatia, Kirty Bhushan (LDO RBI), Amit Kumar (DDM,
NABARD), Director RSETI Kathua Paras Ram, SBI District
Coordinator Chief Manager Abdul Salam, Cluster Head J&K
Bank, Naresh Sharma, Regional Head Nisar Ahmed (JK
Grameen Bank), District Coordinator Pankaj Sharma PNB,
Prem Singh, General Manager, DIC, Chief Agriculture Officer
Kathua Sanjeev Rai Gupta, Sandeep NRLM and senior officers
from Banks.


