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Environmenlal isswaes today oocupy the canter stags of discouwrss around e globe
and the "Wold Envirenment Day' celebrated on 5% June, Is the most significant and largest
enviranmenial awareness oufreach programme coordinated by United Nations
Emvironment Programme since 1973 11 is an opporunily 1o remind us of our
responsibilities towards environment. This years theme of ‘Solutions to Plastic
Paollution” with a campaign, ‘#BeatPlasficPollution’ 5 a ll for evaryane 1o jon he
globad effort ioward ending the plastic poliution.

Jammu & Kashmir oocupies 8 upnigue place in the arena of global tourist
destinations, primanly because of s snow-caped Himalayan mounfaing, magnificent
peaks, fch farests, picturesque alpine meadows, serene lakes and streams, The tourism
podential of our Himalayan landscape is however kely 1o be affecled by chmate change
and envircnmental poliution, Among the polletanis, Plastic polfution of our lakes
wallands, rivers and streams is a major concern which demands immediate allention of
one and all.

The racendly concluded G20 Tourism Mesat in the UT of Jammu & Kashmir has
firmly placed the UT in the intérnational toursm map. I is thus mminent thal we are all
active parficipants in protecting the naturs! beauty of the region and sinve to weed ouf
plaste: pallutean thal threatens the sustainability of the nalural environmenl

It is time for change. It is fime o accelerate our actions fo adopt suitable
allernatives thal are eco-fnendly, and make nsecessary changss i our behavior and
lifestydes. | therefore urge all the peope io refuse the culture of trash and adopt the
concept of circdanty that will promode weliness and prosperity for us and for future
generations, | am hopeful thal each and every member of the socety will consider this as
their bounden duty to future generations and act responsibly,
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WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY - 5t June 2023
Theme 2023 — “Solutions to Plastic Pollution”
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Jarmru & Kashmir

I am pleasad to know thel the Depardment of Ecolegy, Enwronmant and Remote
Sensing is obserang World Enviionment Day on Sthoof Juns, 2023, The cay providss for a
global platioem bo raise awareness abowt envirgnmental isswees, and o lake remed@al action
The tharms for the curment year's Waorld Erviranmend Day & 'Solulions fo Plastc Pollubon’
wrides (e campaign 'YBeatPlasticPollution’. || ks & rermindes that peaple’s actions on pasi
pallidion madlers

Glotaty abow 300 milkon tonnes of plastic & produced annually, and hall of which =
thwan away. Only 190% to 3% of plastic praducls ae recycled globally, Accarding b official
catimates, Jammu & Kashimie produces abowt 23,000 MT of plastic waste araually, aul of
which emast 40% is non-recyclable waste. The callection and deapaaal of plastc weste is a
challerga and, in many fowns, almost 25% of the plastic waste remans uncollectad. Jammu
& Keshmir is known for ils naturel beauty which transleies into Gigger fourist footfall
supporing lecal livelinood, The conservation of the natural envilons and the reducton of
pollition espacally plastic polulion are crucial for the long-tarm sustanabiity of the
aoosysham and econoay. The theme for this wear Ihus holds immanse significance in b
cal context. The gowverniment has lunched Mession LIFE, under fhe quidance ol Bw Hone
Prime Minisler, which emphasizes on reducing the usage ol glashos by he poophe,
ancauraging he producers o move towards berogn products

I thls comext, | woulg also ke 1o highdght the mgact of cimate change fat we gre
witnesalng aven in this part of the coundry, manifestng s unseasona rainfall. This hes
adversely impacted ocur farmer friends. The challenges we face, such as climate changs
defarestation, pollution, and loss of biodversity, require mmediate atientson and cofactive
affon. 1 is time fo recognize the crucial rede of nature in Bustsining our planed and rastonng
i5 haatth,

Fwoukd also like to point out thil the Department of Ecology, Ervironmend & Remode
Sansing has preganed the Climabe Resikent Gily Action Plan e Jammo and Stmagae cilies
which will assisd all stakihakiens B align themseives fowisnds the: common goal o bulld
resdlience nbo ihe cilies and will go & keog way in proteciing us all from the vaganes of climale
change. Togather, 8l us lake aclion, nsgire others, and profect the ersranment for fulure
generations. I\ *

A g = =
b e 5

Or. Arun Eumar Mehta

Fr::u Gupta, M5 . g

Brincipad, becretary by Govd L
Foresd, Eqdcgy B Erraranmen Rewham Liggi, 1FS
Drovwrrime of jamen & Kaghamer FOCH HokF

1Bk, Fores] Ceparmeni
Gowrmment gl lameen & Kavtme

YNessage

Celshming the World Envionmend Omy ooy meminds s again of our

ga

>
- &, Rakssh Bumar, IFS
[rmcine,
Frokogy. Ersigrerent & Remots Seming
' Geamrirmand ol L & el

Toafay ak wa celhrale Wosd Erdronmant Diay, Wl us & pauss e @ momant and

reponeiniimy sy emvicgnaenial prowcnn, This yaar's snsrcrmeial asamnoes
e o Sobalite 1o Pucoks Poulen’ ofder the slegan Bedt Plesse Pyl
oot rarhed By Lo Rtiores Kneid Envd mi manl Progeaammie (LNE ) Res Do aoopied
far panarging o dosmed owareness sbowl @pnificance of proteciion ol ow rajurg
s EpES dn nal wanaaralo iy plass poliikon In oday's morely e epenoence
on gl peiahids 1 secy Bigh, yel we hone redchesd o poml whsm i reed i ene up
s aslyi 0 aocomaidan envinenseial Sonoime 20 Bl our halung Sanarasond oo
iy, condomn uk bor oor nsnreivily masics fhe evdionmoel. Bmelatly, & ofioal lovise
00 WE IS reqened 1o Srmuite oboers and gt in e Sppnaonaln Bgal i meEwn
with & redweel srfpaommeni nopmes i prfed dor snsrorene | Iom pzabc polidaes n e
vk, e Gl of Jasim & Ao, beng s il mangy sermi e i i i, has
abiiidy Tormmdalind it ACkon Plan foe Plackts 'Washs Raragarmes] vwirp Back m 2018

1 m hapzy' hid o Foresl Doponmem ond e sisier Dapatiminis hasse mobikred
s miaes holders ang shden] communily o gaseral p st mendsl ssamrass hoegh
coreiid ol panlag cormpelieng anl chpnlness dewmd o He UT ol Jarsrmg and
Kechivl wiheoh pnary aimd 1= gel ol of plesle polhilon TRads poisibis ws
unforalan undee Ta umbrels of Tdssion LI moled oof by ita Gowemmonl o hda
The sciities under ire Miszon have areasdy bean imunces i e UT of JBH snz it gives
mi phica iy o e e paies P 15 00 grogeasmn woep digin sod scoress B UT
wintir il Wboiaoin 0 Em sing Dhease @Poits il e Tid sl aimerosSmdant
Amgimialss Gy o Mireees hiading 1o deseed chirgas n Baarsour o [esiyde

| e e orizmtnss of Jomesu B Kirshmir o ooma forward ond beoome o pain of s
srammment jpemey lEadng n e polection ol mr nehml eryvionmen ks heniags

< 5

#MissionLiFE

YNessage

Workd Ernirnnmant D i@ calabatad aach yaaron Sthoof Juna: Linied Mations, i
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The: envarcnmaniat degradaton inclusng the mos dauning chalenge of cimate
chonge i the result of ciffeers Fumon achviies arc the bebavionl charge nndviduals
1as bean ohesread & one of e mesl allective sokilion by the grobiem  Hoe e Prirke
Mdimisier of India, praseniad Sa idaa of LFE = L Sivle o snvironment. belore the 'Workd
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Dopartmess of Fomst and cther sishar wings afong with othar stake hokdars: iz
educalioral meliutiors, NGO, PRIE and Cidl Sooelies. 3 jgme have Been actively
careng fonwand Wissan Lfa Campaign” in diies homs e idea ol amdmonmsn Mendy
IFe shdn &0 2% 10 bing about bahasiors! changes in &l seciors of Society, Dopartment
is laying focus onoscalng up | paniabon scniies. esuversilion of swler bodies B
Imipenving fusily of nalural keasts with he reaveimant of il paadle, In migats e
potemial effocs of chmaie charge.
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refiec on Lhe mmificalions ol oo colective action and inaciion on #e faie of cur plasel.
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Plashcs have o an niegral pan of ourdaily e Hoseeer, 99 L5e ol Elashcs,
parbool arky the singie wso plasiics, has crested o cullum of resh Tnis cullum | conlrany
o ow radikon ol lng in hammony with malue,. Resgianib lodsy & wiopping 35 lakh
lomnins of plasho sasle i ganeraled annsaly in $a oou ey, ol which anorooimaiedy anly
B0 g oo 1R recycind W B et Al D Appieias Al ndl Al phabca can Do ooyt
Tha mui-ayered plasics wsod a5 packits for consumer goods an nol meoydatie and
heron mostly burnd, causng @ poluion. Lkress, Sogle-Use plslics, b pleshc Bags,
siraws, Coflen Simars, witler bofins and most bood packacing consdiug approdmatal
bl of gl plesie wosts This & the major menscs Pl 30cis us colscively. The sk
fining hoeweyer i hal our per-capia plasiic oonsumpdon & e ot 136 kg, as cormpanad
Io 10 &g o the ULS., S8 by i Chica, andd 30 kg glotalls,

Tha UT of dammu and Kashmir 5 blesssd with unparmiaiad soanic beauty
Ltienng of lavdscaps snd walsrscape by plostic waste delonorates e qualty of thess
nabural aazats Whils e gosamimenl has enacied & Ban on sngie-uss plasiiog from July
|, 20, the electwss mplemsniabon of his ban would rol b possibie wisoul the
cogperanan of paopks. 8 Mes; Aol only redumnes ool eolactivg T s B oul coligotieg
mohe We hase I0 conscously endessor 10 Beng aboul crange noour befaer in
averae s nabil of uss and throw, Homcring our commimant in i liu's ganerRians,
| reguess =nd wnge one= and all loga from “Free Plasdc o Plesilc See”,
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#BeatPlasticPollution
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