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Advisory for Fruit Growers: 
Measures to Protect Orchards During Heat Wave Conditions

In view of the prevailing heat wave conditions, fruit growers of the Jammu Division are advised to adopt the following
cultural and protective measures for safeguarding their fruit plants and ensuring better orchard management:

1. Timely Harvesting: Harvest mature fruits promptly and store them in shaded, well-ventilated areas to protect them
from heat and humidity-related damage.

2. Minimize Stressful Operations: Avoid heavy weeding, pruning, and pesticide spraying during peak heat wave peri-
ods to reduce additional stress on the plants.

3. Scheduled Irrigation: Irrigate orchards lightly during early morning or late evening hours to minimize water loss due
to high evaporation and to help maintain plant turgidity.

4. Nutrient Management: Foliar application of multi-nutrients-particularly those containing Calcium and Boron-is recom-
mended to prevent sunburn, nutrient deficiency symptoms, and other physiological disorders.

5. Mulching: Apply mulch around the base of trees using local grasses or black alkathene sheets to retain soil mois-
ture and reduce soil temperature.

6. Shade Protection: Use shade nets or straw coverings to protect nursery stock and young/vulnerable fruit plants from
direct sun exposure.

7. Trunk Protection: Apply a whitewash mixture (hydrated lime + copper sulphate + water) to tree trunks to protect them
from sunburn and related heat injuries.

Fruit growers are urged to follow these measures diligently to mitigate the adverse effects of extreme temperatures on
their orchards and to maintain plant health and productivity.
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