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Country’s economic prowess...

continue to play a major role in wars.

In the modern battlefields, the ammunition are coming forward in their new
avatar, he mentioned.

"They are able to take inputs by themselves, do course correction and target a par-
ticular place at a specific time once they have been programmed to do so," the min-
ister noted. "Like any capable hunter, these ammunition are able to keep their sight
at the target for a very long time," Singh said.

092 fresh COVID...

There are 4,074 active COVID-19 cases in Jammu and Kashmir, the officials said.

So far, 4,53,108 people have recovered from the disease, they said.

Meanwhile Ladakh has reported 21 fresh cases of COVID-19, raising the infection
tally to 28,821, officials said.

All the cases were reported from Leh district, they said.

So far, 228 people have succumbed to COVID-19 in Ladakh. Of these, 168 deaths
were reported from Leh and 60 from Kargil, they said.

There are 150 active Covid cases in Ladakh, including 141 in Leh and nine in
Kargil. A total of 23 people were discharged from hospitals -- 21 from Leh and two
from Kargil -- and the total number of recoveries stands at 28,443, they said.

Two ancient sculptures..

took possession of the sculpture. A team of officers from the Department of
Archives, Archaeology and Museums was called for examination of the recovered
sculpture at the distriet police headquarters, he said.

During the examination, it was revealed that the sculpture is of Lord Vishnu and
dates back roughly to the 9th Century AD (about 1,200 years old), he said.

The spokesman said the sculpture is three-headed and has four arms with a lotus
on the upper right hand. It is a mixture of Gandhara and Mathura School of Art,
he added.

Similarly, another sculpture was recovered from the Khag area of Budgam by the
police. It was also examined by the team of Department Archives, Archaeology and
Museums who established that the sculpture is the fragment of Panch Mukh, the
spokesman said.

Both these sculptures were handed over to Deputy Director, Department of
Archives, Archaeology and Museums, Kashmir, Mushtaq Ahmad Beigh and his
team by Senior Superintendent of Police, Budgam, Tahir Saleem Khan, he said.

Rajesh Sekhri elevated...

Graduation from Government Gandhi Memorial Science College and L.L.B from
Faculty of Law, University of Jammu in the year 1989; passed K.C.S. (Judicial)
and joined as Munsiff in 1995. He was promoted as Sub-Judge, in 1998 and as
District and Sessions Judge in 2008 and got selection Grade in 2014 with effect
from June 2013 and was placed in Super Time scale in 2017.

He served as CJM, Rajouri and Kargil and as District Judge, as Special Judge
TADA/POTA Court Srinagar, Additional District Judge Anantnag, Additional
District and Sessions Judge, Jammu, Principal District Judge, Reasi, Ramban and
Baramulla. He also served as Special Judge Anti-corruption CBI cases, Jammu and
presently posted as Judicial Member, J&K Special Tribunal, Jammu.

Soldier injured in...

operation at Brayihard Kathpora in Kulgam following information about pres-
ence of terrorists there, a police official said.
He said the search operation turned into an encounter after the ultras fired upon
the security forces, who retaliated.
A search operation is underway to trace the terrorists who apparently managed to
escape from the spot.

Amarnath Yatra: 1,147...

annual pilgrimage from here on Tuesday and Wednesday respectively.

In the 26th batch of pilgrims, 1,147 people left the Bhagwati Nagar Yatri Niwas
here on Wednesday morning in a convoy of 47 vehicles amid heavy security provid-
ed by the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), the officials said.

They said 476 pilegrims headed for Baltal were the first to leave the Bhagwati
Nagar camp in 18 vehicles, followed by a second convoy of 29 vehicles carrying 671
pilgrims for Pahalgam.

The number of pilgrims has drastically fallen in the last three days mostly due to
bad weather conditions, the officials said.

The annual 43-day pilgrimage commenced on the traditional 48-km Nunwan-
Pahalgam route in south Kashmir's Anantnag and the 14-km shorter Baltal route
in eentral Kashmir's Ganderbal on June 30.

Over 2.3 lakh pilgrims have so far offered their prayers at the cave shrine, hous-
ing a naturally formed ice-shivlingam, the officials said.

A total of 1,38,921 pilgrims have left the Bhagwati Nagar base camp since June
29, the day the first batch of pilgrims was flagged off by Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha.

The yatra is scheduled to be concluded on August 11 on the occasion of Raksha
Bandhan. A total of 36 people, mostly pilgrims, have died during the ongoing yatra,
excluding 15 pilgrims who were killed in flash floods near the cave shrine on July 1.

6,514 KPs still...

in 2021, he said. Since the repeal of Article 370 in August 2019, nine government
employees (excluding security forces) have lost their lives in terror-related incidents
in Jammu and Kashmir, Rai said.

Money laundering promotes...

including to their integrity and sovereignty.

"The international community deliberated over the dispensation to be provided to
address the serious threat posed by the process and activities connected with the
proceeds of erime and integrating it with formal financial systems of the countries,"
it said.

The bench observed that Parliament enacted the PMLA as a result of internation-
al commitment to sternly deal with the menace of laundering of proceeds of crime
having transnational consequences.

"Tt is erystal clear from the Preamble that the Act has been enacted to prevent
money laundering and to provide for confiscation of property derived from or
involved in money laundering and for matters connected therewith or incidental
thereto," it said.

The Act, it said, is neither a pure regulatory legislation nor a pure penal legisla-

tion but an amalgam of several facets essential to addressing the scourge of money
laundering.

It said while considering the challenge to the relevant provisions of the Aect, the
court cannot be oblivious to the objects and reasons for enacting such a special leg-
islation and the seriousness of the issues to be dealt with.

"Bvery provision in the 2002 Act will have to be given its due significance while
keeping in mind the legislative intent for providing a special mechanism to deal with
the scourge of money laundering recognised world over and with the need to deal
with it sternly," it said.

The bench noted that as the world progressed to a digital age, eriminals found new
ways to launder and the law found new ways to tackle them.

"Today, as we will see, many of the amendments in the 2002 Act are in response
to the recommendations of the FATF (Financial Action Task Foree)," it said.

FATF is an intergovernmental organisation aimed at combating money launder-
ing internationally.

The top court delivered its verdict on a cluteh of petitions concerning the interpre-
tation of certain provisions of the PMLA.

Tt upheld the ED's powers to arrest, attach property involved in money launder-
ing, and conduct search and seizure under the PMLA.

Yasin Malik hospitalised..

monitored, the sources said.

Malik (56), head of the banned Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF'),
began his indefinite hunger strike on Friday morning after the Centre did not
respond to his plea that he be allowed to physically appear in a Jammu court hear-
ing the Rubaiya Sayeed abduction case, in which he is an accused.

The separatist leader, who was kept in solitary confinement in a high-risk eell in
Tihar's prison number 7, was shifted to the prison's medical investigation room
where he was being given IV fluids.

Hurriyat Conference headed by Mirwaiz Umar Farooq on Wednesday expressed
serious concern over the health and safety of Malik.

The JKLF chief is serving a life sentence in a terror-funding case.

Appearing before a special CBI judge through a video-conference on July 13,
Malik had said he wanted to physically appear in the case related to the abduetion
of Rubaiya Sayeed, the daughter of the then Union home minister Mufti
Mohammed Sayeed, in 1989.

The separatist leader had said he would like to personally cross-examine the pros-
ecution witnesses and would wait for a government nod till July 22. He had also said
he would sit on an indefinite hunger strike inside the jail if his plea was not allowed.

Malik began his protest when he received no information from the government on
his plea to shift him to a prison in Jammu.

2 persons associated...

Currently, there is no restriction on internet services in Jammu and Kashmir.

As a law enforcing agency, police is duty bound to take action under law against
any person (without any diserimination of profession or otherwise) who is found
involved in such activities prejudicial to the security and sovereignty of the country.

Rai said the orders of temporary suspension of internet services, issued by the
competent authority, under the Temporary Suspension of Telecom Services (Public
Emergency or Public Safety) Rules, 2017, during emergent situations, are uploaded
on the official website of the government of Jammu and Kashmir.

EC conducts workshop...

Srinagar, the spokesman said.

The proceedings of the workshop were presided over by Director EVM, ECI, S
Sunder Rajan in the presence of Secretary, ECI, Madhusudan Gupta and Under
Secretary ECI, O P Sahani, he said.

Members from ECIL comprising deputy general manager P C Mandal, senior
manager A Sunil, technical officer-C V Dinesh Datta and technical officer-V
Venkanna were also part of the programme, the spokesman said.

All 10 DEOs of the Kashmir division besides all DDEOs participated in the work-
shop, he said.

During the workshop, various aspects and issues related to EVMs and VVPATSs
besides FLC basics including most important starting steps, technical and admin-
istrative security, quality of machines, political parties participation and introdue-
tion of P-FLCU were deliberated upon threadbare, the spokesman said.

The other issues were also highlighted and demonstrated to deal with all stake-
holders to conduct the election process smoothly, he said.

The officers were also made aware about installation and other process of first
level checking of EVM process, he added.

Sonia questioned by...

been quizzed for more than 11 hours over three days during which she had to
answer around 100 questions, the officials said. While her first round of question-
ing took place on July 21, the second round was on Tuesday.

As Congress leaders continued their protests in several states against Sonia's ques-
tioning, BJP President JP Nadda hit out at the opposition party, saying it thinks
that one family is above the law.

Describing Congress protests as an "attempt to hide the truth", Nadda said the
Congress thinks that one family (Gandhis) is above the law. "But this wouldn't work
in this country as laws and rules are equal for all."

He further said everybody is answerable in front of law, and the "Gandhis should
answer the investigation agencies, but they think they are above the law."

Information and Broadcasting Minister Anurag Thakur accused the Congress of
trying to "mislead and pressure" central probe agencies through street protests.

"Why is the Congress running away from the probe? What do they have to hide?
Is the Gandhi family above law? Should there be a separate law for the Gandhi fam-
ily? Why are they running away from the (probe) agencies? They should also face
the probe," Thakur told reporters.

But the Congress alleged that the money-laundering law has been weaponised to
target and humiliate people, and urged the Supreme Court to decide soon on the
matter concerning the National Herald-Associated Journals Limited case.

The Congress also fielded its senior leader Ghulam Nabi Azad in solidarity with
Sonia Gandhi and said political opponents should not be treated as "enemies".

Azad, a prominent member of the "Group of 23 (G-23)" that has been critical of
the Congress leadership, said the ED should keep in mind the age and health of
Sonia Gandhi before subjecting her to repeated questioning in the case.

He said the Congress chief is aged, has not been well and was admitted to a hos-
pital, adding she cannot withhold the pressure of probe agencies.

"Even in wars, kings used to give directions that women should not be attacked
and those not keeping well should be spared,” Azad said, urging the agencies not to
be harsh on Sonia Gandhi.

Another senior member of the G-23 grouping and a former Union minister, Anand
Sharma, said weaponisation of laws and their use to target and humiliate people
should not happen.

Gandhi reached the ED office in central Delhi at 11 am accompanied by her
daughter Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and son Rahul Gandhi.

The session began around 11.15 am. The team of investigators included the main
probe officer and a person who took down statements given by the Congress chief.

Sonia left the ED office around 2 pm along with Priyanka, who stayed with her at
the "Pravartan Bhawan' (ED headquarters) in order to provide any assistance or
medical care to her mother.

The questioning pertains to the charge of alleged financial irregularities in the
Congress-promoted Young Indian Private Limited, which owns the National Herald
newspaper.

The Congress chief is understood to have stuck to the party's position that no per-
sonal acquisition of assets was made in the Associated Journals Limited (AJL)-
Young Indian deal and that the routine affairs were handled by other office bearers,
including late Motilal Vora. Bansal and Kharge have been questioned by the ED in
the past.

The sessions took place with Covid-appropriate protocols in place and are being
recorded in an audio-video mode, officials said.

The Congress has slammed the agency's action against its top leadership and
termed it as "political vendetta" and "harassment".

The Delhi Police deployed a huge force, including CRPF and RAF personnel, and
barricaded the over one kilometre stretch between Gandhi's residence on Janpath
and the ED office. Traffic restrictions were also imposed in the area.

Rahul Gandhi was also questioned by the ED in this case last month in sessions
that clocked over 50 hours over five days.

The move to question the Gandhis was initiated after the ED late last year regis-
tered a fresh case under the criminal provisions of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act(PMLA).

This was after a trial court here took cognisance of an Income Tax department
probe against Young Indian based on a private eriminal complaint by BJP MP
Subramanian Swamy in 2013.

Sonia and Rahul Gandhi are among the promoters and majority shareholders in
Young Indian. Like her son, the Congress president too has 38 per cent sharehold-
ing.

Swamy had accused the Gandhis and others of conspiring to cheat and misappro-
priate funds, with Young Indian paying only Rs 50 lakh to obtain the right to recov-
er Rs 90.25 crore that the AJL owed to the Congress.

In February last year, the Delhi High Court issued a notice to the Gandhis seek-
ing their response on Swamy's plea.

The Congress has maintained there has been no wrongdoing and Young Indian is
a "not-for-profit" company established under section 25 of the Companies Act and
hence there can be no question of money laundering.

It is understood that Rahul, during his deposition before the ED, stuck to the posi-
tion that there was no personal acquisition of assets by himself or his family.

According to the ED, assets worth about Rs 800 crore are "owned" by the AJL and
the federal agency wants to know from the Gandhis how a not-for-profit company
like Young Indian was undertaking commercial activities of renting out its land and
building assets.

TAD issues selection...

meritorious and deserving tribal students preparing for NEET/JEE courses. The
scheme is being implemented through the Education wing of the Tribal Research
Institute.

Secretary, TAD, Dr. Shahid Igbal Choudhary while speaking on this initiative said
that under this scheme, 153 students were shortlisted by the department from hun-
dreds of applications received through the portal. He added that after proper seruti-
ny and evaluation, 50 tribal students have been selected who shall be imparted
coaching through reputed Coaching institutes.

The Secretary highlighted that the coaching process shall commence in the month
of August and the students selected for admission in professional Courses like
MBBS, BVSC & AH, BDS, BAMS, BE ete. shall be provided an annual scholar-
ship of Rs 70,000 to 75,000 totalling around Rs 4 Liakh for various professional
courses.

Notably, the cut-off point in today's selection list was declared as 89.4 % with 20
girl students figuring in the list of total 50 students.

Pertinently, TAD has launched various initiatives for tribal education including
enhancement of scholarship by more than 100%, special scholarship scheme for
tribal children of seasonal Centres, Smart Schools in tribal areas, four times hike in
tuition fee, hike in diet and uniform charges by around 100%, operationalisation of
hostels throughout the year, Construction of new hostels, Residential schools,
awards to meritorious students, IT related initiatives for hostel students, among
others.

Kashmiri journalist...

of South Kashmir, was on his way to Sri Lanka on Tuesday evening when his
boarding pass was cancelled and he was offloaded from the aircraft.

Hassan is the second Kashmiri journalist barred from travelling abroad this
month. On July 2, Pulitzer-winning Kashmiri photojournalist Sanna Irshad Mattoo
was stopped when she was on her way to Paris to attend a book launch event and
participate in a photography exhibition.

Hassan informed on his unverified Twitter handle that immigration officials at the
Indira Gandhi International Airport had barred him from boarding his flight to
Colombo. "T was headed to report on the current crises in the country," Hassan, who
writes for the UK-based The Guardian newspaper, said.

He said immigration officials took his passport, boarding pass and made him sit
in a room for nearly four hours before an airline official informed him that his lug-
gage had been offloaded on directions from the department.

"T was questioned by two officials about my background, travel purpose," Hassan
said, adding after nearly five hours, he was handed his passport and boarding pass
with a red rejection stamp that read "cancelled without prejudice”.

Hassan, whose father is a teacher, completed his post-graduation from Turkey.

People's Democratic Party (PDP) chief and former Jammu and Kashmir chief
minister Mehbooba Mufti said stopping Hassan from travelling abroad came at a
time when Chief Justice of India N V Ramana stated that independent journalism
was the backbone of democracy.

"Tt's no secret that GOI wants to crush the very backbone and fourth pillar of our
democracy because of its intolerance to the truth," she said in a tweet.

Officials in the Jammu and Kashmir Police confirmed that Hassan had been
placed on a no-fly list. Earlier; some Kashmir journalists, activists and academicians
were stopped at the airport too.

Dr Jitendra informs Lok Sabha about Devak- Hathal road example of BJP's
me

model of development: Congress
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DC Kathua reviews
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NEW DELHI: Union
Minister, Dr Jitendra Singh
informed the Lok Sabha on
Wednesday that giving boost
to the "Startup India
Standup India" movement
announced by  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
from the ramparts of Red
Fort, Union Ministry for
Science & Technology has
recently supported 604
StartUps and entrepreneurs
under "NIDHI" (National
Initiative for Developing
and Harnessing
Innovations) programme
which was launched in 2016.

He said, the support is
offered through the NIDHI
component called NIDHI-
Entrepreneurs-in-Residence
(EIR) program.

In a statement in the Lok
Sabha, the Minister said,
the grants have been dis-
bursed in the form of fellow-
ship to the selected aspiring
entrepreneurs or startups
across the country through a
network of 29 Technology
Business Incubator (TBIs)
who act as a program imple-

mentation  partner for
NIDHI EIR programme.
The main objective of the
NIDHI EIR programme is
to encourage graduating
students to take entrepre-
neurship instead of seeking
jobs. The selected NIDHI-
EIR  support recipient
(aspiring  entrepreneurs/
startups) is eligible for
grant up to Rs. 30,000 per
month for a period of 12
months. This fellowship is
extendable up to 18 months
in case of deserving candi-
dates. Since the launch of
NIDHI EIR program grant
of Rs.19.03 crore has been
disbursed to 604 number of
aspiring entrepreneurs or
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startups. The exact number
of Start-Ups supported
under the NIDHI-EIR pro-
gramme State-wise are as
follows - Andhra Pradesh-6,

Assam-12, Bihar-10,
Chhattisgarh-8, Goa-6,
Gujarat-33, Haryana-13,
Himachal Pradesh-2,

Jammu and Kashmir-3,
Jharkhand-4, Karnataka-
90, Kerala-31, Madhya
Pradesh-18, Maharashtra-
94, Manipur-1, Odisha-47,
Punjab-2, Rajasthan-18,
Tamil Nadu-77, Telangana-
18, Uttarakhand-6, Uttar
Pradesh-54, West Bengal-

25, Delhi-25 and
Pondicherry-1,  totalling
604.

SUNDERBANI: Expressing
grave concern over the
deplorable condition of Letar
Devak Hathal road in block
Sunderbani, Former MLC
and Chief Spokesperson
JKPCC Ravinder Sharma
said that this road is class

avoid public ery about road
condition and other problems
faced by this remote area.
The people sought early
visit of the DDC in area to
take in spot assessment of
the road condition and other
problems faced by the people.

example of BJP
model of develop-
ment.

During his tour of
the area, the people
complained about
lack of response to
their hardships by
the government and
ruling leaders and
they continue to 8
suffer despite utilis-
ing crores of rupees on this
road just a couple of years
ago. They have lodged sever-
al protests and submitted
numerous representations to
various authorities seeking
enquiry and improvement of
road but have fallen on deaf
ears.

The people were resentful
that they were assured dar-
bar of the DDC in the area
today but its venue was
rescheduled to Sunderbani

The people also demanded

the sitting of Tehsildar
Sunderbani once in a week to
resolve the issues in spot.

The people also expressed
resentment over the cancella-
tion of the BDO block and
Niabat at Devak, sanctioned
by the previous Congress -
NC Govt. in the area.

Sharma assured the people
to highlight their problems to
the higher authorities for
redressal.
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KATHUA: A DLRC meet-
ing was convened at the
DDC Office, Kathua to
review the flow of credit,
performance of banks in

key areas relating to
Deposits, Advances under
priority  sector,  Govt.

Sponsored Schemes, lend-
ing for the quarter ended
30th June,2022 and per-
formance of  RSETI,
Kathua. The meeting was
chaired by Rahul Pandey,
DDC Kathua and convened
by G M Wani, LDM kathua.
The prominent persons who
attended the meeting were,
Uttam Singh Chief
Planning officer,Director
RSETI Kathua Paras Ram,
Rohit Kashyap (LDO
RBI), Amit Kumar (DDM,
NABARD), and senior offi-

cers from Banks and offi-
cials from line departments.

The Chairman Rahul
Pandey, DDC Kathua
reviewed the progress of
CD ratio, cases under KCC,
New KCC( Dairy, Poultry,
Fisheries and Sheep
Husbandry), PMEGP -
KVIB / KVIC / DIC /
NULM, NRLM Handloom
/ Handicraft, PMAY with
special emphasis on ecredit
linkage of beneficiaries
under these  schemes.
Banks and line depart-
ments were directed to rec-
oncile sponsored loan appli-
cations. He advised all
departments and banks to
focus on awareness pro-
grams for dissemination of
information to general pub-
lic/farmers/skilled persons
so that they are facilitated

to set up new units of eco-
nomic activities and there-
by increase the C.D Ratio
of the district. He
impressed upon the banks
and line departments to
ensure effective coordina-
tion in their working.

He desired that potential
under Agri and allied activ-
ities be exploited fully to
achieve the benchmark of
18%. The chairman exhort-
ed upon the banks to exploit
all resources at their dis-
posal and come out with
concrete action plan to
increase present CD-ratio
of 46.11 % to minimum
60% by the end of financial
year 2022-23. He advised
that banks-specific action
plans should be devised for
better focus on increase in
CD ratio.



