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JKT]AC hlghllghts demands

JKTJAC members durmg a meetmg at Udhampur

m STATE TIMES NEWS

UDHAMPUR: A monthly
meeting of Jammu Kashmir
Teachers' Joint  Action
Committee (JKTJAC) was
held today at Udhampur

under the leadership of
District President
Udhampur  Lekh  Raj

Parihar and was attended by
executive members of JKT-
JAC and zonal presidents .
‘While speaking on the
occasion Lekh Raj Parihar
appealed the government to
resolve the issue of inclusion
of 5 years ReT period for

seniority benefits by favour-
ing the case in the court. He
also urged the principal
Secretary school education
to frame a comprehensive
transfer policy in favour of
teachers appointed under
ReT scheme as they have
been serving in same schools
for last more than 20 years.

‘Welcoming the step of of
the government to start KG-
classes in the government
schools ,he demanded free
uniform, free books and
other incentives to these
kids so that more and more

Revenue Deptt starts Drone Survey
of Aabadi Dekh area of Poonch City

u STATE TIMES NEWS

POONCH: Revenue Department in collaboration with Survey

of  India on
Sunday  started
Drone Survey of N
Aabadi Dekh area
of Poonch City
under Survey of [7
Villages  Abadhi
and Mapping With

Technology in
Village I
(SVAMITVA)
After completion
of survey this will

Survey of Indta members during
a survey at Poonch.

enable establishment of clear ownership of property in these
area, by mapping of land parcels using drone technology and
providing Record of Rights' and Property Cards to the prop-

erty owners.

Maroof Khan Nodal Officer of the Survey said "We have
started drone survey of Abadi Deh 5 Villages of Poonch
District. More than 8000 peoples of five villages of Poonch will
be benefitted after completion of Survey."

President MC Ramban interacts with

President MC Ramban, Sumla Sumbrla mteraclmg with pllgrzms

u STATE TIMES NEWS

RAMBAN: President
Municipal Council Ramban,
Sunita Sumbria, on Sunday
inspected cleanliness and
sanitation work in Ramban

town, especially at Langer
sites and lodgment Centres
established for the Yatries
of Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra,
2022 by the District
Administration in the town.

students get attracted
towards government
schools.

Other demands raised
included, rationalisation of
teaching staff to overcome
the uneven pupil teacher
ratio; getting rid of all sorts
of non teaching assignments
from the teachers to make
them accountable of their
job, sanction of posts of
masters in SSA upgraded
middle schools, DPC of
teachers to masters as same
is pending since 2014 .

He also appealed the

Mahan Gurmat

m STATE TIMES NEWS
POONCH: A  Gurmat
Samagam was organised at
Gurdwara Yadgaar sant
Bhai Bahadur Singh ji
Dharamsal Kharhi on LOC
near Chakan-da-Bagh Trade
centre where SGPC
Amritsar President
Harjinder Singh Dhami and
Vice President Rajinder
Singh Mehta Senior Vice
President, Army Officers
and Civil officers of the
administration paid  obei-
sance besides a large number
of Sangat.

Harcharn Singh Khalsa in
his welcome address submit-

ted a memorandum on behalf

of Sikh Sangat to President
SGPC Amritsar. He said
that every year the manage-
ment committee of Dehri
Sahib organises 40 days long

Yatrres, 1nspects samtatron arrangements

Councillor MC, Ramban,
Raj Kumar and several
other prominent citizens
were also present on the
occasion.

The President also inter-
acted with the devotees of
SANJY, 2022 at Hanuman
Mandir Kowbagh Ramban
besides enquiring from
them about arrangements
made by different depart-
ments for their conven-
ience.

She wished all the Yatries
a joyful spiritual journey
besides asking them to fol-
low all guidelines issued by
the authorities for their
safety and security.

Director school education
Jammu to regularise the left
out ReTs and convert the
regularised ones to teachers
Grade II/III so that they
may get their salaries.

He also appealed Chief
education officer Udhampur
to release the Mid day meals
dues of the teachers as they
have managed them from
their own pockets.

Others who also spoke on
the occasion were Sham
Sharma UT Chief Advisor,
Ashok  Seth, Pritam
Goswami, Ravinder Singh
Rathore , Bhushan Khajuria
, Vipin Sharma , Ajaz Wani,
Shamsher Singh, Vijay
Sadhotra, Puma Chand |,
Rakesh ~ Singh,  Mohd
Mustafa, Jai Prakash, Som
Raj, Pardeep, Yash Paul,
Mohd  Saleem, Sudesh
Kumar, Sudesh Balwal, Raj
Narania , Deewakar
Sharma, Kuldeep Sharma,
Raj Kumar and others.

Students of Kathua district shine in class
12 results, bag 40 positions in top 10

m STATE TIMES NEWS
KATHUA: In the recently
declared 12th class results
of JKBOSE, Summer Zone,
session 2021-22, the stu-
dents of district Kathua
brought home one of the
best results of the recent
times.

Despite the ecrisis caused
by the COVID pandemic,
the students had shown
their dedication, hard work
and a stellar performance by
securing 40 jointly shared
positions falling in top 10
ranks of the province.

Making their schools,
teachers and parents proud,
the students of Government
schools brought laurels by
securing 6 positions in top
10 with Harshit Kumar
(GHSS, Budhi) securing
4th position with 99 percent
marks in the faculty of sci-
ence followed by Kanwar

Dhingra (GHSS Boys,
Kathua) and Saloni Sharma
(GHSS, Thial) who jointly
shared 7th position, Aman
Kumar (GHSS, Billawar)
on 8th position, Neha
(GHSS, Nagri Parole) on
9th position and on 10th
position, Parmeela Sharma
(GHSS, Kootah).

The top 5 positions were
shared by 11 students of
various Government and
private schools of the dis-
trict, Deepti (GHSS, Little
Angels HSS,Kathua),
Shivam Sharma (Infant
Jesus HSS, Hiranagar) and
Simran Gupta ( Little
Angels HSS Kathua) jointly
securing 1st position with
99.6 percent marks.

PL. Thapa, the Chief
Education Officer of the dis-
trict, congratulated all the
suceessful  students and
teaching faculty of the dis-

Samagam held in Guedwara Kharrhi Dharamsal

Gurmat Samagam being organised at Gurdwara Yadgaar
Sant Bhai Bahadur Singh ji Dharamsal Kharhi.

Gurmat Samagam which
culminates on Ist or 2nd
Sunday of July . This year
Samagam was dedicated to
400 Parkash Purb celebra-
tion of Guru Tegh Bahadur ji
. During this Samagam dif-
ferent programmes were
organised for the devotees of
different organisations and
age groups which include

Istri Satsang, Missionary
College, All India Sikh, Sikh
Youths, Summer Gurmat
Sikhlayi Camp, and Medical
Camp for children.

In this programme Hazoori
Raagi Jatha of Bhai
Devinder Singh ji from
Darbar Sahib Amritsar recit-
ed Shabad Gurbani keertan .
Harjinder Singh Dhami

MVD Reasi intensifies checking drive,
recovets Rs 1.80 lakh fine from traffic violators

m STATE TIMES NEWS
REASIL: Continuing crack-
down on traffic violators in
the District, Motor Vehicle
Department Reasi on
Sunday conducted a massive
checking of passenger vehi-
cles at a Naka in Katra
town.

Assistant Regional
Transport Officer Reasi
Rajesh Gupta, recovered

Rs.180500 fine from the
traffic violators during the
daylong Naka here in Katra
town.

A total of 192 vehicles were
challaned/compounded,
11vehicles without HSRP
were seized and Rs.180500
fine was recovered from the

From Rs 20K to Rs 25L per year: Incredible journey
of elderly fruit grower in Bhaderwah

m STATE TIMES NEWS
BHADERWAH: Bharova,
Khalo and Shanatra vil-
lages in Jammu and
Kashmir's additional dis-
trict Bhaderwah, which
were once considered
poverty-stricken due to
recurring drought, have
made a mark in the horti-
culture sector by growing
exotic Italian Pears with a
yearly  production  of
about 1.5 metric tonnes.

Unlike other places in
the hilly Chenab valley
region where farmers con-
sider growing fruits as a
subsidiary activity and
instead prefer maize,
paddy and fodder for cat-
tle, horticulture has
emerged as a viable liveli-
hood option for farmers
who treated it at par with
farming.

The seeds of positive
growth were sown when
Haji Mohd Shafi Sheikh
(74) of village Bharova,
18 km from Bhaderwah
town, decided to switch
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from growing maize to
horticulture on his five
acres of land about two
decades ago.

"Traditionally T used to
grow maize and green
fodder in my land com-
pletely dependent on rain
and the yield never
exceeded beyond Rs
20,000 a year," Sheikh
told PTI.

Sheikh's family owned
the land located on the
slope of a hill surrounded
by thick coniferous forest
and was facing a severe
financial erisis.

Until his elder son Atta
Mohd's insistence, Sheikh
decided to halt the tradi-
tional practice of growing
maize and adopted horti-
culture with the hope to
earn extra money, despite
facing criticism from fel-
low villagers and rela-
tives.

"After switching to hor-
ticulture in the year
2002, facing some extra
hardships for initial four
years, my endeavour
starting gradually reap-
ing the rich benefits and
today my income from a
meagre Rs 20,000 a year
has swollen to Rs 25
lakhs annually," Sheikh
said, expressing satisfac-
tion that he is able to pro-
vide employment to 25
villagers in his orchard
where he grows exotic
Italian Pears.

Sheikh, by opting for
innovative cultivation of
Italian Pears made it a
successful venture in

Bhadarwah by growing
more than 200 trees
thereby inspiring other
farmers as well.

"During a routine visit
of a team of scientists of
Krishi Vigyan Kendra,
seeing my dedication and
the urge to grow my
orchard scientifically, one
of the scientists - Dr
Vikas Tandon gave me a
few plants of Italian
pears and that became a
big turning point in my
journey," he said.

Not only for himself but
Sheikh also became a ray
of hope for the unem-
ployed youths of his area
as they have been working
with him for the last cou-
ple of years and are earn-
ing their livelihood.

"During the first wave of
Covid-19 pandemie, I lost
my job and returned back
to my village with no
means of livelihood but
soon I found a job in my
own village in the orchard
of Sheikh Sahib. I am not
only working here but am
also growing my own
orchard of Italian Pears
that too scientifically,"
Mukesh Kumar (27), also
a resident of Bharova vil-
lage, said.

Getting inspiration from
the elderly fruit grower,
today 165 families from
Bharova, Khalo and
Shanatra villages have
switched over to growing
fruits especially Italian
Pears thereby becoming
the leading producer of
exotic fruit in the region.

"After completing my
engineering at Bangalore,
I came back to put an
idea before my father to
start growing fruit trees

instead of maize.
Although after some
resistance my father

agreed, we have to face a
lot of opposition from our
relatives and fellow vil-
lagers who even branded
me as mentally ill,"
Sheikh's son Atta Mohd
said.

Mohd said he is proud of
his father's achievement
as he has become an icon
and an inspiration for
other farmers in the area.

"Today our entire area
has become a fruit hub
and we are leading the
race as far as production
of fine quality Italian
pears is concerned," he
said.

The exotic dark red
colour fruit which is
extremely popular among
high-end customers has
also given a new identity
to Bhaderwah valley and
has also become an added
attraction for visitors.

Italian pears, also some-
times called Red d'Anjou
pears, were introduced to
the market in the 1950s
after being discovered as
a sport on a Green Anjou
pear tree.

Red Anjou pears taste
similar to the green vari-
ety, but they offer a stun-
ning, deep red colour that
adds a distinetive look to
any dish that calls for
Pears.

violators on the spot by the
team led by Assistant
Regional Transport Officer
(ARTO).

The Naka was laid to tight-
en the noose around the vio-
lators flouting the traffic
rules and indulging in rash
driving, driving with docu-
ments, overloading and over
charging ete.

As per the ARTO, frequent
complaints were received
regarding the overcharging
of fare, HSPR, skipping pre-
paid counters and operating
without proper documents
by the commercial as well as
private vehicles.

MUSS launches cleanls

President SGPC  Amritsar
also addressed the Sangat
and threw light on life histo-
ry and sacrifices made by
Guru Tegh Bahadur ji for
religious tolerence and free-
dom of religious faith. He
stressed the Sikh Sangat to
follow the path shown by
Sikh gurus and teachings of
Guru Garanth Sahib ji .
Rajinder Singh Mehta also
addressed the sangat and
urged sangat and youths to
follow the teachings of great
Gurus to serve humanity.
Charanjeet Singh Khalsa Ex
MLC also spoke on the occa-
sion. In his concluding
address Harcharan Singh
Khalsa thanked the District
Administration for full coop-
eration. Guru ka attut langar
was also served on this occa-
sion.

trict for a shining result and
said that though everyone
has performed to the best of
their abilities, it would be a
dream come true for him if
the students secure 100 per-
cent results sometime down
the line. He also congratu-
lated the respective Zonal
Education Officers and the
Principals of the schools of
the zone for an aggregated
pass percentage of 83.6%.
He specially appreciated the
Government schools of the
zones Kathua, Billawar and
Basholi for securing pass
percentage of 72%, 82%
and 80% respectively. The
Officer also congratulated
the toppers and their par-
ents. He also said that the
individual performance of
the students and their
belonging institutions 1is
duly being noted and they
shall be suitably rewarded.

Army saves life of seriously
injured youth in Kishtwar

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: A 24-year-old man,
who suffered serious injuries in
both legs while working with a
hand tractor; was evacuated to
a hospital by the Army in
Kishtwar district of Jammu
and Kashmir on Sunday, offi-
cials said.

Ankit Kumar, a resident of
Kundal village, met with the
accident while working in his
fields with a hand tractor
across the Chenab river, they
said. The officials said Kumar
suffered serious injuries in
both of his legs and was
noticed by an Army unit which
immediately rushed to his help.
After providing first aid, the
Army personnel took him on a
cot and crossed the river on a
rope with a hanging cart and
later evacuated him to the dis-
trict hospital, they said. The
officials said people hailed the
effort of the Army personnel
and said their timely assis-
tance saved a precious life.

DGPC Rajourr elects committee

Newly eZected DGPC committee members at Rajouri.
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RAJOURI: A meeting of
elected members of District
Gurudwara Parbandak
Committee District Rajouri
was held in the office of

District Commissioner
Rajouri and a committee was
formed the  Kxecutive

Committee. The committee
was formed after completing
all formalities under rule 51
of Sikh Gurdwara and reli-

gious endowment rules 1975.
The newly appointed execu-
tives committee includes
Hardial Singh (retired
Professor) as president,
Rajinder Singh as vice presi-
dent, Ujaggar Singh as sec-

retary, Jaswinder Singh as
Joint Secretary,  Ranjit
Singh as treasurer, Manjit

Singh as joint Treasurer,
Harbans Singh and Kulbir
Singh as executive members.

DSE], HEMA Foundation organise Interactive
Session on ‘Value Based Education’

u STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Counselling Cell
Directorate of School
Education, Jammu, on
Sunday organised a virtu-
al online interactive ses-

sion as part of its weekly
programme 'Aao Baat
Karein' on  Value

Education under the guid-
ance of Director School
Education Jammu. Dhiraj
Sonar, Secretary Hema
Foundation was the key
speaker for the event.
HEMA Foundation is the
philanthropic arm of RR
Kabel (RR Global) that

MUSS members carring out clenliness drive
at Raj Hans Park.
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UDHAMPUR: Manav
Uttan Seva Samiti
(MUSS) launched a
cleanliness drive in the
premises of Raj Hans
Park in Udhampur on
Sunday, which  was
attended by a number of
volunteers who removed
garbage and wuprooted
grass in the park.
According to reports, vol-

Rotary Club Kathua celebrates Anapurna Day

m STATE TIME NEWS
KATHUA: Rotary Club

Kathua celebrated
Anapurna Day a signature
project.

The club members under
the Presidentship of Rtn.
Indu Rekha and the
Rotarians of the club gave
dry ration at Oldage Home
Kathua.

Rtn. Indu told that this is
our first signature project
for the Rotary year 2022-
23.

Rotary Club Kathua also
celebrated Doctor's Day by
felicitated CMO Kathua,
DTO Dr Radhye Krishan,
Dr Raghav Choudary, Dr
Pushpa Raina and Dr Reva

unteers of MUSS
launched cleanliness drive
in premises of district
hospital park  much
known as Raj Hans park.
It pertinent mention here
that Raj Hans park was
adopted by MUSS and
took pledge to keep it
neat and clean where
attendant of patients can
to a sigh of relief and can
relaxed also

works relentlessly towards
meeting their vision to
cultivate a  conscious
understanding of human
values in individuals in
order to help them coexist
peacefully and harmo-
niously.

The interactive session
concentrated on impor-
tance of value education
in a student's life and the
methodology that can be
used to impart such value
based education.

Dhiraj stressed on help-
ing the students to
become responsible while

iness dr1ve in Raj Hans Park

Udhampur. The drive was
launched under the super-
vision of Mahatma Samta
Bai. Volunteers uprooted
the decay grass and
removed garbage and
waste material from Park
also in order to keep it
clean. Thereafter volun-

teers also removed
garbage and bushes at
Venus  Chowk  park.

Others present on the
occasion included Suram
Chand Thappa, Joginder
Kumar, Dev Raj Daya,
Mool Raj, Capt. Brij
Mohan Sharma, Ranjit
Singh, Jiwan Kumar, Ved
Parkash, Ramesh Kumar,
Madan Lal, Shiv Kumar,
Ashok Kumar, Banti
Devi, Reeta Devi, Gayatri

Devi, Lalita Devi,
Karuna Sharma , Sheela
Devi, Sushma Devi,
Bholi Devi and Sunita
Devi.

Rotary Club Kathua members durtng visit to Oldage Home.

and also met with Dr
Anjali  Principal GMC
Kathua and congratulated
her.

The other members who
grace the project were Rtn.
Uma Chhibber

(Secretary), Rtn.
Satyadeep Sharma, Rtn.
Dr Pushpa Raina, Rtn.
Subhash Sharma, Rtn.
Pavinderpal Singh, Rtn
Angrez Singh, Rtn Vinod
Kumar and Rtn Dr Reva.

being sensible and lead a
successful life as a
responsible citizen.
Quoting the example of
Japan he emphasized that
the Value Education cur-
riculum should be intro-
duced for 3rd to 8th class

students. Dr. Ravi
Shankar Sharma,
Director School

Education Jammu has
already passed on direc-
tions to the teaching com-
munity, officials of the
Education  department
and all other stakeholders
to include moral and con-
stitutional values in cur-
riculum as these find
emphasis in National
Education Policy 2020
and added implementa-
tion of all deliverables of
Government which also
include moral develop-
ment through value edu-
cation in letter and spirit.
Dr.  Romesh  Kumar,
Counselling Cell moderat-
ed the session and
requested all the teachers
to be a role model for stu-
dents and suggested them
to integrate value educa-
tion in the subjects they
teach. More than 2000
students joined the live
session and thousands
more watched it on vari-
ous social media plat-
forms of the Directorate.

Army organises
Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan' at Sabra Gali

m STATE TIMES NEWS
RAJOURIL: With an aim
to promote clean and
healthy life style in the
society, Indian Army
along with villagers and
school children organised
'Swachh Bharat Abhiyan'
at Sabra Gali in District
Rajouri. The aim of cam-
paign was to spread
awareness about need of
cleanliness in their hous-
es and surroundings for a
healthy society. The stu-
dents were made to
understand various
health problems related
to defecation in open,
unplanned waste dispos-
al, unhygienic living con-
ditions, sewage problems
and personal hygiene.
The students and the
society members volun-
tarily participated in the
event.



