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RAJOURI: A series of
plantation drives under
Van Mahostav were held
here by Sunderbani Forest
Range. A mega plantation
drive was held at
Thandapani in which
Member DDC Sunderbani,
Rajinder Sharma was the
Chief Guest. Additional
Deputy Commissioner,
Vinod Banyal was the
Guest of Honour at the
occasion.

Fruit trees, medicinal and

other plants were planted
by the dignitaries on the
occasion. Members of
Panchayat Raj Institution
along with prominent citi-
zens also participated in
the plantation drive.

Speaking on the occasion
Rajinder Sharma called for
regular plantation drives to
increase green cover. Range
Officer Sunderbani,
Rakesh Verma also
appealed to the partici-
pants to come forward and
join hands with the Forest

Department for conducting
similar drives in the future.

In another drive held at
Channi Prat temple,
Chairman Block
Development Council Siot,
Bal Krishan Sharma along
with PRI members, mem-
bers of Mandir Samiti and
other locals participated in
similar drive.

One more plantation drive
was held at Marchola where
Sarpanch Marchola,
Sukhdev Kour was the
Chief Guest. She also par-
ticipated along with locals
in plantation drive.

Govt Higher Secondary
School Baja Bain also host-
ed a plantation drive in
which Additional Deputy
Commissioner, Vinod
Baniyal participated as the
Chief Guest. Station House
Officer Sunderbani, Shiv
Dev Singh and Principal
GHSS Baja Bain remained
guests of honour at the
event.

Nowshera Forest Division conducts
plantation drives in Sunderbani

Member DDC Sunderbani, Rajinder Sharma and 
others planting a sapling. 
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RAMBAN: The activities of
the National Horticulture
Board were formally
launched in the district in an
event chaired by the
Chairperson of District
Development Council,
Ramban, Dr Shamshad
Shan on Friday.

Deputy Director, National
Horticulture Board (GOI),
Sansar Ahmed was the guest
of honour on the occasion.
On occasion, a one-day
awareness camp was organ-
ised to disseminate informa-
tion regarding the function-
ing of the National
Horticulture Board among
the participants. 

Speaking on the occasion,
the Chairperson said, "Given
the huge potential of horti-
culture in the district, the
launch of the National
Horticulture Board will play
a significant role in boosting
horticulture in the district.
With the launch of NHB in
Rambanas well as the other
districts will be benefited
under the Schemes of the
National Horticulture

Board". The Chairperson
said that the department is
striving for empowering
farmers by imparting value
addition under the PMFME
(ODOP) scheme, NHB, AIF,
e-NAM, grading and packing
besides facilitating the farm-
ers, FPOs, SHGs and
Cooperatives of the district
to promote the sale of the
local produce.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Deputy Director said
that NHB, which is mandat-
ed for integrated develop-
ment of hi-tech commercial
horticulture and post-harvest
management/cold chain
infrastructure in the country,
is launched in Ramban for
implementation, monitoring
and coordination of its vari-
ous schemes and activities.

Chief Horticulture Officer,
Anil Gokha;  Chief
Agriculture Officer, Dr
Ashwani Sharma and Area
Marketing Officer,
Horticulture, Planning &
Marketing, Sunil Bakshi
among other senior officers
and progressive farmers
attended the programme.

DDC Ramban launches NHB activities 
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KHOUR: NSS unit of GDC
Khourorganized a poster
making competition on
"Beti Bachao Beti Padhao".
The competition was inau-
gurated by Principal of the
college Dr T K Sharma
along with senior faculty
members. 

Among the students
Khushi Sharma, Mannat
Bhau, Shagun Choudhary,
Simran, Manshu Manhas,
Kanchan Manhotra, Kamini
Kumari and Needhi Kumari
participated in this competi-
tion.Speaking on the occa-
sion the
Principalhighlightedhis con-
cerns of gender discrimina-

tion and women empower-
ment. He further impressed
upon the necessity to save
and educated the girl child.

Prof. Tarsem Lal, Dr
Seema Sudan and Dr
Deepti Gupta were the
judges of the program. Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao was
launched as a flagship pro-

gramme by the Govt. of
India to address the declin-
ing child sex ratio and
issues related to the empow-
erment of women.The pro-
gramme was organized by
Prof. Gurvinder Kour, NSS
Officer under the guidance
of Dr. T K Sharma,
Principal, GDC Khour. 

GDC Khour organises poster
making competition on BBBP

Faculty along with students during the event. 
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SAMBA: Deputy Commissioner
Anuradha Gupta chaired a meeting
to review various transport issues
here today. The review included
identification of routes for opera-
tionalisation of e-rikshaws, manage-
ment and disbursal of Road Safety
Victim Fund, management of traffic,
identification of accident-prone loca-
tions and erection of crash barriers.

The DC directed the Public Works
Department to improve road mark-
ings and signages and improvement
of junctions. She instructed the con-
cerned officers to remove roadside
encroachments to ensure smooth
traffic plying. 

Deputy Commissioner Samba also
sanctioned Rs 1 lakh each as interim
relief in favour of Mohinder Paul,
resident of Rajpura, and Trishla

Devi, resident of Rajool; who lost
their lives in two separate accidents
in the district within the past day.  

Further, the DC directed to man-
age provisions of advanced parking
areas in crowded places and reloca-
tion of the roadside vendors to
improve traffic congestion and facil-
itate the movement of pedestrians.
She stressed repairing accident-

prone spots on the roads, installa-
tion of signage and painting roads at
appropriate spots and generation of
awareness for making roads as
immediate remedial measures to
make roads safer.

She instructed the enforcement
agencies, Motor Vehicle
Department, Traffic Police and
District Police to impart counselling

to the parents to prevent traffic vio-
lations by their young children.

The Deputy Commissioner
directed all the stakeholders to
identify routes for e-rikshaws.

The Committee was informed by
Motor Vehicle Inspector Vikas
Srivats that a large number of
vehicles are being seized during
the rigorous drive of HSRP being
conducted by all the enforcement
agencies which is one of the major
points of deliverables related to
the Transport Sector in the
District.

The meeting was attended by
Chief Medical Officer, Chief
Education Officer, ExEn PWD
R&B, Dy SP (Hqr) Samba, and
Dy SP Traffic. EOs of municipali-
ties among other government offi-
cials.

DC Samba reviews road safety plan; sanctions
Rs 1 lakh each for two accident victims

Deputy Commissioner Anuradha Gupta chairing a meeting at Samba.
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POONCH:  A deputation of Employees Joint Action
Committee (EJAC) under the Chairmanship of Amreek
Singh welcomed newly appointed  CEO Poonch Bishamber
Dass. The deputation discuss some burning issues with the
officer which include latest transfer of teacher in ATD 2022
in which 300 plus Teachers are displaced and few teachers are
Transfer with in school building also. They urged
Commissioner Secretary School Education Deptt. to empow-
er CEOs to adjust such displaced teachers because CEOs
know the topography of his area well. Some pending arrears
of Teachers masters were also discussed with him during the
meeting. The deputation also highlighted the issues of
unavailability of a clerk in ZEO office for withdrawal of salary
of Teachers and masters in Zone Poonch as the concern clerk
is on deputation in DC office Poonch.

CEO Poonch assured the deputation that their demands will
be redressed.

EJAC welcomes newly appointed
CEO Poonch Bishamber Dass 

EJAC members welcoming CEO Bishamber Dass.

STATE TIMES NEWS 
UDHAMPUR: As part of
commemoration of 75
years of India's
Independence Day, "Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav",
NCC cadets of 2 J&K
NCC Girls battalion under
the aegis of DG NCC and
Ministry of Defence
undertook responsibility
to maintain and upkeep
statues of bravehearts.
Cadets and Staff of the
battalion adopted Statue
of Captain Tushar
Mahajan, Shaurya Chakra
at Udhampur for cleaning
and maintenance.

NCC has taken the ini-
tiative of cleaning statues
by adopting 2187 statues
across the length &

breadth of the country.
Such activities would defi-
nitely instill sense of pride
towards sense of pride
towards our bravehearts
and feeling of social
responsibilities as citizens
of the great nation.

The statue of Captain
Tushar Mahajan, Shaurya
Chakra, 9 PARA SF,
located at Udhampur
cleaned on 08 July 2022.
He had laid down his life
fighting terrorists on 21
Feb 2016 at Pampore.
NCC cadets of
Government Degree
College for Women,
Udhampur under the aegis
of 2 J&K Girls Battalion
NCC cleaned the statue
and paid homage to

Captain Tushar Mahajan,
who has been an inspira-
tion for the youth, being
son of the soil.

An elaborate wreath lay-
ing ceremony was also
held wherein distinguished
civil and military digni-
taries attended and laid
the wreaths.  In addition
to Mr & Mrs Dev Raj
Gupta, parents of Captain
Tushar Mahajan, the
other dignitaries who
attended the even included
Brig Vikram Raina, Group
Commander, NCC Group
HQ, Jammu and Prof.
Monika Sharma Principal,
Government Degree
College for Women,
Udhampur.

Brig Vikram Raina
Group Commander NCC
Group HQ, urged the
Cadets to take inspiration
from such gallant heroes
and always put in their
level best to excel in every
field.

NCC cadets carry out cleanliness drive
near Capt Tushar Mahajan's statue

Tributes being paid to martyr Captain Tushar Mahajan.
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RAJOURI: District
Development Commissioner,
Vikas Kundal chaired a meet-
ing of the District Level
Screening Committee to
approve the cases of eligible
women beneficiaries under
the Restructured State
Marriage Assistance Scheme
on Friday.

The committee after exami-

nation and detailed delibera-
tions approved 52 cases unan-
imously.

Pertinently, the government
has brought some changes in
the SMAS and as per the
changes in the scheme, any
girl of legally marriageable
age, belonging to AAY or
PHH ration card-holder fam-
ilies, would be eligible for one-
time assistance of Rs 50 thou-
sand. The help would be given
before her marriage, for
which she has to apply at least
a month in advance.

The Deputy Commissioner
has also stressed giving wide
publicity to the scheme and
motivating the eligible girls to
avail benefits of the scheme.

Among others, DSWO,
Wakeel Ahmed Bhatt; AD
FCS&CA, Arief Lone and
other concerned officers were
present in the meeting.

DISCLAIMER
“STATE TIMES” 

does not take responsibility for the
contents of the advertisements

(Display/Classified)
carried in this

newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are
requested to verify the contents on
their own before acting there upon.”

DLSC approves 52 cases under
restructured SMAS


