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Safety, security of women and children
utmost prlorlty for J&K Admn: LG

LG Manoj Sinha reviewing performance of Department of Social Welfare.

m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: Reviewing the
implementation of welfare
schemes for women and chil-
dren, Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha on Friday said
their safety and security in
Jammu and Kashmir is of
utmost priority for the
administration.

Chairing a meeting to
review performance of the
Department  of  Social
Welfare, functioning of vari-
ous verticals and implemen-

tation of Central and UT's
welfare schemes, the
Lieutenant Governor direct-
ed for a dedicated integrated
mechanism for conducting
awareness programmes and
ensuring cases are reported,
investigated and stringent
action is taken.

He also called for providing
all possible assistance to
those in distress.

"Social safety mnet, social
and economic empowerment
of the underprivileged is our

'Honey trap' gang busted in
Srinagar; 4 held

m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: Police here
have busted a "honey trap"
gang and arrested four
members who allegedly
extorted money from peo-
ple, officials said on Friday.

Two  gang  members,
including a woman, posed
as police officers while
another as a journalist, they
said.

"A gang of fraudsters has
been busted that was oper-
ating in Mehjoor Nagar
area of Srinagar. This gang
was deceiving, cheating and
extorting  from  people
throughout the ecity," a
police spokesperson said.

Firdous Ahmed Mir from

Modi to distribute over
70,000 appointment letters

to new recruits today

u STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
distribute more than 70,000
appointment  letters to
newly-inducted recruits on
Saturday and address them
via video conferencing, his
office said.

The Rozgar Mela will be
held at 44 locations across
the country. The recruit-
ments are taking place
across central government
departments as well as state
governments and Union
Territories supporting this
initiative, the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO) said
in a statement.

Prime Minister Modi will
distribute more than 70,000
appointment  letters  to
newly-inducted recruits on
July 22 at 10:30 am via
video conferencing, the PMO
said.

He will also address these
appointees on the occasion.

The new recruits, selected
from across the country will
be joining the government in
various  ministries and
departments, including
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Rainawari, posed as a
Superintendent of Police,
while Masrat Mir, a resident
of Habba Kadal posed as an
officer of the Crime Branch.

Tariq Mir, a resident of Lal
Bazar, posed as a journalist
and Ashiya from Bemina
honey-trapped the victims,
they said.

Another member of the
gang who posed as a police
sub-inspector is absconding.

The women lured people
into romantic relationships
and then create scenarios
where they could be black-
mailed by involving other
members of the gang posing
as media personnel or police,
the spokesperson said.

top priority. The benefits of
overall progress and econom-
ic growth must reach mar-
ginalised sections of society
and it is our moral and con-
stitutional duty to address
the needs of the last man in
the queue and ensure dignity
to all," the Lit Governor said.

He directed the officers to
ensure 100 percent satura-
tion of all welfare schemes
and impact assessment of
ongoing  schemes.  The
process for the documenta-

tion and sanctioning of the
eligible applications should
be responsive, seamless and
simplified, he added.

Bring about change in the
delivery mechanisms by mak-
ing field functionaries more
accountable, participative
and integrate efforts to
achieve social objectives.
Right to education, empow-
erment of women, joyful
childhood, greater security
and quality life to elderly to
be ensured, the Lit Governor
told the officers.

The meeting also discussed
the welfare measures for per-
sons with disabilities, trans-
genders, old aged and senior
citizens, SCs/STs, Pahari
community and other benefi-
ciaries.

"Adequate attention and
sensitivity is required to
increase employment oppor-
tunities for disadvantaged
groups under SC,ST, OBC
Development  Corporation
and Women Development
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NIA, Police raid
home of Hizbul

terrorist in Kishtwar
m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The NIA and the
Jammu and Kashmir Police
on Friday raided the home of
Hizbul Mujahideen terrorist
Riyaz in connection with a
terror support and funding
case in Kishtwar district, offi-
cials said. The raids were con-
ducted by the police's Special
Investigation Unit and the
National Investigation
Agency (NTA) at Riyaz's
home in the district's Marwah
area, they said. The action
was taken under the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, they said.

Varanasi court
orders ASI to survey
Gyanvapl mosque

m STATE TIMES NEWS
VARANASTI: A court here on
Friday directed the
Archaeological Survey of
India to conduct a "detailed
scientific survey”" - including
excavations, wherever neces-
sary -- to determine if the
Gyanvapi mosque located
next to the
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International Karate Championship

Over 3 lakh record breaking number of pilgrims
performs spiritual Amarnath Yatra

J&K Govt takes pride of serving Yatris to their maximum satisfaction

u STATE TIMES NEWS

SRINAGAR: Due to the
improvement in infrastruc-
ture and allied services by the
Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernment, Shri Amarnathji
Yatra registered over 3 lakh
record breaking number of
pilgrims who paid obeisance
at the Holy Cave just within
21 days which is compara-
tively much higher than the
previous year number during
the corresponding period.

With the addition of 13,797
yatris who performed dar-
shan on Friday, the cumula-
tive total now stands at
3,07,354.

The impressive figures are
testimony to the fact that the
government has developed
physical infrastructure of
electricity, health, roads, san-
itation and treks besides
ensured transportation serv-
ices from road transport,
helipad service and Pony
services. Almost 30 govern-
ment departments have been
looped in to ensure
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PIL highlighting shortage of Doctors/Paramedics in J&K
DB expresses serious concern over shortage of doctors in Jammu Province

®m STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: In a significant
order, a Division Bench of
High Court of J&K and
Ladakh ( Jammu Wing )
through virtual mode com-
prising Chief Justice N.
Kotiswar Singh and Justice
M.A Chowdhary  has
expressed its serious concern
over the shortage of Medical
Officers and Paramedical
Staff in Jammu Province
and has issued directions to
the J&K Government partic-
ularly Secretary to the
Government, Health and
Medical Education
Department to indicate the
steps taken to fill up the large

number of vacancies of
Medical Officers as well as
the non-gazetted and class -
IV Employees in Jammu
Division as well as in
Kashmir Division.

The Division Bench headed
by Chief Justice N.Kotiswar
Singh further directed that
the aforesaid information be
placed on record by way of an
affidavit and the said affi-
davit shall also indicate the
steps taken in respect of far
flung areas of Districts of
Reasi , Poonch, Ramban,
Kupwara , Baramulla ete
where the vacancies appear
to be quite significant.

These significant directions

were issued in a Public
Interest Litigation ( PIL
NO.16/2018) filed by RTI
Activist Balwinder Singh
highlighting acute shortage
of Medical officers and
Paramedical Staff in various
Health Institutions of J&K
particularly in remote areas
of Jammu Province. The
PIL is based upon RTT infor-
mation wherein it has been
disclosed that in several
Districts of Jammu
Province, there is sixty to
seventy percent short fall of
Doctors and Paramedical
staff.

‘When this PIL came up for
hearing, Advocate Sheikh

31 JKPS officers cleared for induction into IPS

Latifi, Rajeshwar, Shiv, Anita, Zahid, Koushal, Kotwal, Johar,
Rajlnder, Aslam, chhloo, Wazm among promotees

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: A high-level panel
on Friday gave its go-ahead
for induction of 31 Jammu &
Kashmir Police officers into
the coveted Indian Police
Service (IPS).

The meeting was attended
by representatives of the
Union  Public  Service
Commission, Union Home
Ministry and J&K govern-
ment  including  Chief
Secretary Arun  Kumar
Mehta, Home Secretary Raj
Kumar Goyal and Director
General of Police Dilbagh
Singh.

According to sources, the
panel cleared Maqgsood-ul-

Sanjay Kotwal Mohd Kichloo, Z N Manhas, Anita Sharma, Dr. Koshal Sharma, Shtv K Sharma

Zaman, Mubassir Latifi,
Shiv Kumar Sharma, Suhail
Munawar Mir, Rashmi Wazir,
Rajeshwar Singh, Sandeep

Wazir, Anita  Sharma,
Sameer Rekhi, Jatinder
Singh Johar, Swarn Singh
Kotwal,  Zahid  Nasim

Manhas, Dr. Koshal Kumar
Sharma, Ashok Kumar,
Showkat Ahmed Dar,
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Shakeel Ahmed with
Advocates Rahul Raina |,
Supriya Chouhan and Mohd
Zulkarnain Chowdhary drew
the attention of the Division
Bench towards the latest sta-
tus report filed by the Health

and Medical Education
Department, J&K Govt
wherein the comparative

statement of the availability
of Doctors and Paramedical
Staff in Jammu and
Kashmir Provinces were
indicated .

Advocate S.S Ahmed fur-
ther submitted that as per
the information disclosed in
the status report, there
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Amarnath Yatris leaving from Jammu amid tight security.

Over 4,600 pilgrims leave Jammu for Amarnath

JAMMU: A batch of more than 4,600 Amarnath pilgrims left
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp here on Thursday morning

amid tight security.

As many as 2.90 lakh devotees have paid obeisance at the
Amarnath shrine since the annual pilgrimage began on July

1.

A total of 4,675 pilgrims left in a convoy of 169 vehicles for
the twin base camps in Kashmir to undertake the onward
journey to the 3,880-metre-high cave shrine of Lord Shiva.

Officials said 2,850 pilgrims, headed for Pahalgam, left in a
convoy of 106 vehicles while another convoy of 63 vehicles car-
rying 1,825 pilgrims left for the Baltal base camp at 3.30 am
and 3.45 am, respectively. The 62-day annual pilgrimage to
the 3,888-metre-high cave shrine commenced from the twin
tracks of Pahalgam in Anantnag district and Baltal in

Ganderbal district on July 1.

3 arrested following scuffle
at Sheshnag camp: Police

m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: Three persons
have been arrested for alleged-
Iy being involved in a scuffle at
the Sheshnag base camp of
the Amarnath Yatra last week
which led to minor injuries to
a few pilgrims and ponywal-
las, police have said.

The Additional Director
General of Police (ADGP),
Kashmir, Vijay Kumar said
some people have uploaded a
misleading and baseless video
on social media claiming
stones were thrown at pil-
erims. Taking cognizance of
the matter an FIR has been
registered,” he said.

Sheshnag is situated on the
Pahalgam axis of the

Amarnath yatra in south
Kashmir's Anantnag district.

"On July 15 at Sheshnag,
there was a scuffle among
ponywallas which resulted in
minor injuries to ponywallas
and a few pilgrims. The situa-
tion was immediately brought
under control," the ADGP
said on Twitter.

He said a case has been reg-
istered at Pahalgam police
station and three accused
have been arrested. The public
is advised not to pay any heed
to rumours. Jammu and
Kashmir Police has and will
always be committed to pro-
viding safety and security of
the pilgrims and ensuring a
peaceful yatra, Kumar added.

J&K Bank becomes 1st Scheduled Commercial Bank
in India to achieve PCIDSS V4 Certification

m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: In a major
boost to its ecyber-security
system, J&K Bank has
become the first Scheduled
Commercial Bank (SCB) in
the country to attain the
esteemed Payment Card
Industry Data  Security
Standard (PCIDSS) Version
4 Certification for both
Issuance and Acquiring
Business. PCI DSS is a glob-
ally recognized set of security
standards established by
leading payment card brands
such as Visa, MasterCard,
American Express, Discover,
JCB ete. and governed by
the Payment Card Industry
Security Standards Council
(PCI SSC).

After Yasin Malik appears in SC, Delhi Prisons Department

m STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: Drawing flak
over the appearance of jailed
JKLF chief Yasin Malik in
the Supreme Court, the
Delhi Prisons Department
on Friday said there was
"prima facie lapse" on the
part of some officials and
ordered an inquiry.

Deputy Inspector General
(Prisons-Headquarters)
Rajiv Singh will conduct the
inquiry to find out the lapse
and fix the responsibility of
erring officials and submit a
report to the Director
General (Prisons) within
three days, according to an
official statement.

The presence of Malik,
serving life term in Tihar jail,
in a packed courtroom creat-

says pnma acze lapse orders probe

s " Al - f T
Jailed JKLF chief Yasin Malik creates flutter with his

appearance in SC without court's permission.

ed a flutter in the Supreme
Court on Friday.

Malik, who is in jail follow-
ing his conviction and life
sentence in a terror funding
case, was brought to the
high-security apex court
premises in a prison van

escorted by armed security
personnel without the court's
permission.

He walked into the court-
room to the utter surprise of
all present.

Voicing surprise at his pres-
ence, Solicitor  General

Tushar Mehta told a bench of
Justices Surya Kant and
Dipankar Datta that there
was a procedure for high-risk
convicts to be allowed into
the courtroom to argue their
case personally.

‘When Mehta pointed at
Malik's presence in the court-
room, the bench said it had
not granted him permission
or passed any order allowing
him to argue his case in per-
son.

Mehta also wrote to Union
Home Secretary Ajay Kumar
Bhalla over the "serious secu-
rity lapse".

"It is my firm view that this
is serious security lapse. A
person with terrorist and
secessionist background like
Yasin Malik who is not only a

convicet in terror funding case
but has known connections
with terror organisations in
Pakistan could have escaped,
could have been forcibly
taken away or could have
been killed," Mehta wrote.

Mehta highlighted that
there is an order passed by
the Ministry of Home Affairs
with regard to Malik under
Section 268 of the Criminal
Code of Procedure which pre-
vents the jail authorities to
bring the said convict out of
the jail premises for security
reasons.

"In any view of the matter
so long as the order under
section 268 of CrP Code sub-
sists, jail authorities had no
power to bring him out of
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MD & CEO J&K Bank
Baldev Prakash.

Proudly announcing the
ground-breaking  achieve-
ment, the Bank's MD &
CEO, Baldev Prakash on
Friday extended his heartfelt
congratulations to the dedi-
cated teams involved in

achieving this exceptional
certification. He said, "This
remarkable accomplishment
reaffirms Bank's unwavering
commitment to customer-
privacy and security-excel-
lence. Being the first SCB as
PCI DSS (V-4.0) compliant
in the country is a great
badge of honour for us as a
financial institution and I
would like to congratulate
every member of our excep-
tional team whose hard work
and commitment have made
this achievement possible.
Their unwavering dedication
to our customers' safety and
satisfaction has been instru-
mental in attaining this
recognition." "While
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Parliament adjourned; Govt says
oppn not serious about discussion

®m STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: Both Houses
of Parliament were
adjourned for the second day
in a row on Friday following
vociferous protests over the
Manipur violence by opposi-
tion MPs, demanding a
statement by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on the issue,
evoking a sharp reaction
from  Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, who accused
the protesting members of
not being serious about the
discussion on Manipur.

The government said it was
ready for a debate in both
Houses with a response from
the Home Minister, but the
opposition remained
adamant on their demand for
a statement by the Prime
Minister in Lok Sabha and

Rajya Sabha followed by a
debate without any time
restriction.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla also told the protesting
members that sloganeering
will not bring any solution to
the problem but only dia-
logue and discussion can.

The Monsoon session of
Parliament  started on
Thursday, a day after a hor-
rific video of two women
being sexually assaulted and
paraded by a mob on May 4
in a Manipur village went
viral, triggering a nationwide
outrage.

Soon after the House met,
members of opposition par-
ties including the Congress,
left and DMK, were on their
feet raising
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