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NEW DELHI: The CBSE is
in a dilemma over scheduling
the two rounds of board
examinations as recommend-
ed in the new National
Curriculum Framework
(NCF) - its options being
January-February, March-
April and June.

Another option the Central
Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) is explor-
ing is a semester system
involving biannual exams.
Currently, the board exams
for Classes 10 and 12 are
conducted in February-
March.

According to officials, con-
sultations are on and no deci-
sion has been made yet about
when and in which format
the plan to conduct board
exams twice a year will be
implemented.

"The three possible options
that have been discussed is
conducting the exams in a
semester system, with the
first board exam in January-
February and the second one
in March-April or conducting
the second set of board
exams in June with the sup-
plementary or improvement
exams," an official said.

"The way our academic cal-
endar is designed, plus the
schedule of competitive
exams and geographical chal-
lenges since CBSE schools

are spread across the country
and even abroad, the semes-
ter system seems less feasi-
ble," the official added.

The board has told the
Union education ministry
that more than 150 steps are
required to conduct board
exams of Classes 10 and 12
in the current system.

"The process involves a
minimum of 310 days, start-
ing from filling of the list of
candidates, centre notifica-
tions, release of roll numbers,
conduct of practicals, theory

exams, result declaration,
verification and revaluation.
At least 55 days are required
to conduct the two exams,"
the board has informed.

The challenge before the
CBSE now is when to repli-
cate the massive exercise for
a second round and how.

"Conducting exams before
February also has its own
challenges because some
states have difficult winters.
Currently, the schedule of
board exams begins around
February 15, so dates have to
be worked out accordingly to
provide a considerable gap,"
the official said.

"Another option can be to
conduct the second set of
exams in June alongside the
supplementary or improve-
ment exam. However, none of
these options are final. We
are still brainstorming and
widespread consultations are
on. It is possible that more
options would emerge during
the process," the official
added.

The ministry's initial plan
was to introduce biannual
board exams from the 2024-
25 academic session.
However, it has been pushed
back by a year.

Prepared by the Union gov-
ernment-appointed national
steering committee, led by
former ISRO chairman K
Kasturirangan, in line with
the National Education

Policy (NEP) 2020, the new
NCF proposed a semester
system for students of
Classes 11 and 12.

The framework, which was
released by the ministry in
August last year, also pro-
posed that students be given
the option to write their
board exams twice a year.

Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan told
PTI in an interview last
October that appearing for
board exams twice a year
won't be mandatory for stu-
dents.

"The students will have the
option of appearing for the
(class 10 and 12 board)
exams twice a year just like
the engineering entrance
exam JEE. They can choose
the best score… but it will be
completely optional, no com-
pulsion," he had said then.

However, this is not the
first attempt at reforming
board exams. The
Continuous and
Comprehensive Evaluation
(CCE) was introduced for
Class 10 in 2009 but was
revoked in 2017 and the
board reverted to the old
model of year-end exams.

The board exams for
Classes 10 and 12 were also
split into two terms during
the Covid pandemic as a one-
time measure, but the old
format of year-end exams
resumed this year.

CBSE brainstorming when and how to conduct
board exams twice a year
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AHMEDABAD: After suc-
cessfully launching the
"Cooperation among
Cooperatives" initiative in
two districts on a pilot basis,
the Gujarat government has
decided to implement it
across all 33 districts of the
state, officials said on
Wednesday.

The initiative aims to
enhance the cooperation
among Gujarat's thousands
of cooperative societies by
centralising their bank
accounts and deposits in var-
ious district and state coop-
erative banks.

The initiative was envi-
sioned by Union Cooperation
Minister Amit Shah and
launched on a pilot basis in
Banaskantha and
Panchmahal districts of
Gujarat, the state govern-
ment said in a statement.

Gujarat Cooperation
Minister Jagdish
Vishwakarma said the suc-
cess of the pilot project has
led the government to decide
on implementing the initia-
tive across all 33 districts of
Gujarat.

As part of the pilot project
in these two districts, over 4
lakh new accounts were
opened by cooperative soci-
eties and their active mem-
bers in the district coopera-
tive banks, resulting in a
jump of over Rs 966 crore in
the bank deposits, it said.

To further strengthen this,
more than 1,700 micro
ATMs were installed at coop-
erative societies in these two
districts, it said.

"The district cooperative
banks will be able to extend
their services on the village
level and ensure that the cap-
ital and funds of Gujarat
cooperatives' stay within the
community and come to the
aid of other cooperative soci-
eties," Vishwakarma said.

"The initiative consolidates
the existing bank accounts of
cooperatives and their mem-
bers operating in various
commercial banks and brings
them under a centralised dis-
trict/state cooperative
banks," the government said.

This helps consolidate the
collective capital of these
cooperative societies under
one centralised bank, result-
ing in enhanced deposit pool
for loans and increased
financial liquidity among
cooperatives.

This helps address the
credit needs of the coopera-
tive societies and ensure that
the collective capital of coop-
eratives comes to the dedicat-
ed use of other cooperatives,
Vishwakarma said.

"In this way, the capital and
deposit of one successful
cooperative society comes to
the use of other societies,
benefiting the entire coopera-
tive sector of Gujarat," he
said.

The pilot project was
launched between June 2023
to January 2024 in two dis-
tricts, the government said in
its statement.

During the pilot project
period, the existing bank
accounts held by 1,048 milk
societies were consolidated
into the district co-operative
banks along with the com-
plete transfer of surplus
funds into their new bank
accounts.

The two districts saw the
opening of over 4.7 lakh new
savings accounts in coopera-
tive banks, enhancing the
existing deposits of these
banks by a whopping Rs 966
crore, it said.

A total of 3.32 lakh RuPay
debit cards were also issued
to the societies and their
active members, it said.

In order to enhance bank-
ing facilities and financial
liquidity at village level, a
total of 1,736 societies in
these districts, including
prominent milk societies
affiliated with dairy unions,
were also equipped with
micro-ATMs and affiliated
as "Bank Mitra".

To help members access
financial services, over 1,631
employees associated with
the cooperative societies were
given a comprehensive train-
ing on digital transactions,
including micro-ATM opera-
tions, cash withdrawals, and
deposits, it said.

Gujarat govt's 'Cooperation among Cooperatives'
initiative to be rolled out in all 33 districts
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NEW DELHI: More than
14,000 child marriages have
been prevented across 265
districts in 17 states and
Union Territories by civil
society, a report by an NGO
said.

According to the report by
the India Child Protection
(ICP) research team which
was released by child rights
body the National
Commission for Protection of
Child Rights (NCPCR),
59,364 child marriages were
prevented with the help of
panchayats in 2023-24.

The report said the
Rajasthan High Court, in
one of its judgments, held
panchayats accountable for
child marriage, which result-
ed in a significant decline in
child marriage cases reported
on Akshaya Tritiya.

"Across India, 161 civil
society organisations in 265
districts throughout 17
states and Union Territories
successfully prevented
14,137 child marriages in
2023-2024 by using legal
interventions and prevented
59,364 child marriages with
the help of panchayats," the
report said.

The total number of child
marriage cases registered
during the last five years
(3,863) is less than the num-
ber of girl child marriages
taking place in a single day
(4,442).

On average, only one case
of child marriage per district
was registered for prosecu-
tion in 2022.

The National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB)
data shows that out of
63,513 children who were
kidnapped or abducted and
recovered in 2022, 15,748
(25 per cent) were kid-
napped or abducted for the
purpose of either 'marriage'
or 'intercourse'. Of this,
15,142 children recovered in
2022 were kidnapped solely
for the purpose of marriage.

In 2022, 13,981 cases were
reported for the offence of
kidnapping of minor girls to
compel them for marriage,
compared to 11,236 in 2020.
This highlights a 24 per cent
increase in the number of
minor girls being kidnapped
or abducted for the purpose
of marriage during 2020-22.

In 2022, out of the total
3,563 child marriage cases
listed for trial in courts

under the Prohibition of
Child Marriage Act, merely
181 cases were successfully
concluded in terms of trial
completion.

This "slow" disposal rate
has resulted in a persistently
high pendency rate, which
stands at 92 per cent.
Despite the fact that there
are only 3,365 cases pend-
ing, with the current rate of
disposal, the country may
take 19 years to clear the
backlogs as of 2022, it said.

The conviction rate in
cases filed under the
Prohibition of Child
Marriage Act is an area of
concern, given its "disheart-
ening" statistics. In 2022,
merely 11 per cent of these
cases resulted in convictions,
contrasting sharply with the
overall conviction rate of 34
per cent for all crimes com-
mitted against children in
that year, the report said.

The ICP research team col-
lected primary data from a
sample of 1,132 random vil-
lages across 20 districts of
Assam, encompassing a total
population of 21 lakh and a
child population of eight
lakh.

The report said there was

81 per cent reduction in the
instances of child marriage
between 2021-22 and 2023-
24. In absolute numbers, the
incidents of child marriages
in the study villages declined
from 3,225 cases in 2021-22
to 627 cases in 2023-24.

In 30 per cent of the vil-
lages surveyed in Assam,
child marriage has been
completely eradicated.
Additionally, 40 per cent of
villages reported a signifi-
cant decline in child mar-
riages.

About 98 per cent of the
respondents believed that the
Assam government's strict
law enforcement initiatives in
2023 had a substantial and
striking influence on the
reduction of child marriages
within their communities.

The overwhelming majority
of respondents acknowledged
the effectiveness of stringent
enforcement measures in
curbing child marriages.

In 12 districts, out of 20,
over 90 per cent of respon-
dents believe that taking
legal action such as arresting
individuals and filing FIRs in
cases related to child mar-
riage can effectively address
this issue.

Overall, the same percent-
age for all 20 districts stands
at 72 per cent. This commu-
nity validation reinforces the
need for sustained and rigor-
ous prosecution strategies to
address and eliminate child
marriage completely.

The report recommended
fast track special courts to be
created to clear the backlog
of child marriage cases.

In situations where par-
ents, guardians, or panchay-
ats have provided an under-
taking, the punishment
should be doubled and treat-
ed as equivalent to criminal
conspiracy for rape, it said.

A specific provision should
be made for the rehabilita-
tion of victims and survivors
of child marriage, treating
them on par with survivors of
child sexual abuse, the report
suggested.

A special scheme should be
introduced focusing on skill
development and economic
stability for women who
choose to leave child mar-
riages and central portal run
by the Ministry of Home
Affairs to report child mar-
riages with an urgent "Rapid
Action Response Protocol", it
recommended.
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NEW DELHI: Delhi
Industries Minister Saurabh
Bharadwaj on Wednesday
held a meeting with repre-
sentatives of factory owners'
associations from 27 indus-
trial areas to discuss the gov-
ernment's plans to revamp
those areas.

According to an official
release, Bharadwaj said the
Delhi Government is very
serious about the develop-
ment and maintenance of 27
unplanned industrial areas.

He mentioned that the gov-
ernment has been working
with trade organisations for
a long time to develop these

areas and has come up with
a scheme for their revamp.
Under this scheme, 90 per
cent of the costs associated
with the layout plan for the
development of these indus-
trial areas will be borne by
the Delhi Government, while
10 per cent will be borne by
the factory owners..

During the meeting,
Chamber of Trade &
Industry (CTI) Chairman
Brijesh Goyal requested the
minister to consider reduc-
ing the high fee for MCD
map approvals in these 27
unplanned industrial areas.
Goyal highlighted that there
are 29 authorised industrial

areas and 27 unplanned
industrial areas in Delhi, the
statement said.

Factory owners from these
unplanned areas have
requested the government to
include the cost of MCD
map approvals under the
scheme..

Bharadwaj agreed to this
demand and instructed offi-
cials to consider a policy
where map approval fees are
in line with the government's
scheme, it added.

Vijay Virmani, the
President of the Delhi
Manufacturing Federation,
who was also present in the
meeting, said there are small
factories in industrial areas
like Dabri, Khayala, Hastsal,
Nangli Sakravati, etc., where
middle-class traders run
their businesses..

He added that the develop-
ment of these industrial
areas will not only benefit the
trader community but also
promote industries, create
new job opportunities, and
improve Delhi's economy.

Delhi Industries Min meets factory owners over
development of 27 industrial areas

Over 14,000 child marriages prevented across 265
districts in 17 states and UTs: NGO report

STATE TIMES NEWS
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Kerala can
expect to receive moderate to heavy rainfall with
thunder and lightning for the next five days, the
India Meteorological Department said on
Wednesday as it issued a red alert for one district
of the state.

The IMD said that a low pressure belt from the
north Kerala coast to Gujarat and strong wester-
ly-north westerly winds along the coast of the
southern state were the reasons for the expected
moderate to heavy rains in the coming days. 

The red alert was sounded in Wayanad and
orange alerts in Pathanamthitta, Kottayam,
Ernakulam, Idukki, Malappuram, Kozhikode,
Kannur and Kasaragod districts for the day.

It also issued a yellow alert in the remaining five
districts of the state for the day.

A red alert indicates heavy to extremely heavy
rain of over 20 cm in 24 hours, while an orange
alert means very heavy rain (6 cm to 20 cm). A
yellow alert means heavy rainfall between 6 to 11
cm. As heavy rains caused landslides, property
damage, waterlogging of roads and flooding of
acres of farmland, the Central Water Commission
(CWC) issued a warning about a dangerous rise
in levels of various rivers in the southern state.

The CWC issued warnings with regard to a
dangerous rise in water levels of various rivers,
including Achankovil in Pathanamthitta and
Thodupuzha in Idukki districts of the state.

It cautioned people living close to the rivers to be
careful. The Kerala State Disaster Management
Authority (KSDMA) advised people to be careful
in view of the strong winds accompanying the

heavy rains in the state.
It cautioned people against standing or parking

vehicles under trees, saying they could get uproot-
ed or their branches may break and fall down due
to strong winds.

The IMD, meanwhile, cautioned fishermen
against venturing into the sea for fishing in the
Kerala, Karnataka and Lakshadweep coastal
areas from July 17 to July 21 due to the possibil-
ity of bad weather and strong winds.

In Ernakulam, a home was damaged in a land-
slide, but no one was injured and the family living
there was moved to a safe location, the district
administration said.

The Kottayam district administration said that
45 people were moved to camps following inces-
sant rains there throughout Tuesday night.

Kerala Pradesh Congress Committee (KPCC)
chief K Sudhakaran, in a statement, urged party
workers and members to aid in relief work where
people have suffered property damage and other
losses due to the heavy rains. He also urged the
Youth Congress, the Kerala Students Union to
come forward and help in the relief work. There
should be a strong presence of Congress workers
wherever help is needed, he said.

Heavy rains continue in Kerala; red alert
in one district, orange alert in 8
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NEW DELHI: An Indian Air
Force (IAF) soldier, who con-
tracted AIDS due to transfu-
sion of contaminated blood at a
military hospital in Jammu and
Kashmir's Samba in 2002, has
received Rs 18 lakh and the
residual amount of over Rs
1.41 crore awarded to him as
compensation has been deposit-
ed with the apex court registry,
the IAF has informed the
Supreme Court. The apex
court, in a judgement delivered
on September 26 last year on a
plea by the veteran, had direct-
ed the IAF to pay him around
Rs 1.5 crore as compensation.

The former soldier had taken
ill during "Operation
Parakram", launched in the
aftermath of the terrorist
attack on Indian Parliament on
December 13, 2001, and was
admitted to the hospital where
he had to be administered one
unit of blood.

The top court had in April
this year dismissed a plea seek-
ing review of its September
2023 judgement in the matter.

The veteran's petition alleging

contempt of the directions
issued by the top court in its
2023 verdict came up for hear-
ing before the bench on
Tuesday.

Additional Solicitor General
(ASG) Vikramjit Banerjee said
they have filed a compliance
affidavit in the matter.

The bench, also comprising
Justices Sanjay Karol and K V
Viswanathan, observed that the
amount deposited in the court
registry be released to the veter-
an. An advocate, who is assist-
ing the top court as an amicus
curiae in the matter, spoke
about the soldier's regular med-
ical check-up and said the
bench can consider referring
him to the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS),
Delhi, for it.

The bench said since the man
resides in Ajmer, a good med-
ical facility can be found in
Jaipur to ensure he is not
inconvenienced.

It asked the amicus to discuss
the issue with the ASG so that
it can be sorted out and posted
the matter for hearing after two
weeks. On March 5, the apex

court had directed that an
amount of Rs 18 lakh towards
attendant expenses be paid to
the man and the remainder be
deposited in the court's registry
within two weeks.

The bench had also directed
that his disability be considered
as 100 per cent for paying him
the disability pension.

In its 2023 verdict, the apex
court had said, "It is held that
the appellant is entitled to com-
pensation, calculated at Rs
1,54,73,000 towards compen-
sation on account of medical
negligence of the respondents,
who are held liable for the
injury suffered by the appel-
lant."

It had said since individual
liability cannot be assigned, the
respondent organisations (IAF
and Indian Army) are held vic-
ariously liable, jointly and sev-
erally.

"The amount shall be paid to
the appellant within six weeks
by the IAF, his employer; it is
open to the IAF to seek reim-
bursement, to the extent of half
the sum, from the Indian Army.
All arrears related to disability
pension too shall be disbursed
to the appellant within the said
six weeks period," the apex
court had said.

The top court had passed the
verdict on an appeal by the IAF
veteran who challenged an
order of the National
Consumer Disputes Redressal
Commission (NCDRC) reject-
ing his claim for compensation.

IAF tells SC it has deposited compensation
to HIV positive veteran
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LUCKNOW: Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Wednesday met ministers
from the state at his residence
here to discuss the upcoming
Assembly bypolls in 10 con-
stituencies. 
The floods in the state, which
have so far affected more than
700 villages across 17 districts,
were also discussed during the
meeting.

The meeting comes weeks
after the Lok Sabha elections
in which the ruling BJP per-
formed poorly. The party was
reduced to 33 seats, a drop of
29 seats from 2019.

The INDIA bloc gained
ground with the Samajwadi
Party (SP) securing a win on
37 seats, a jump of 32 seats as
compared to 2019, and the
Congress winning on six seats.

"The meeting today was
especially held to discuss the
upcoming elections and we will
win all the 10 assembly seats
where by-elections are to be
held," Finance Minister Suresh
Khanna said after the meeting.

All the Uttar Pradesh cabinet
ministers and ministers of

state were present in the meet-
ing, sources said.

Jal Shakti Minister
Swatantra Dev Singh, who
also attended the meeting, said
"discussions were held on
floods along with developmen-
tal works". 

The 10 assembly seats, which
are set to go to bypolls, are
Katehari (Ambedkar Nagar),
Karhal (Mainpuri), Milkipur
(Ayodhya), Meerapur
(Muzaffarnagar), Ghaziabad,
Majhawan (Mirzapur),
Sisamau (Kanpur Nagar),
Khair (Aligarh), Phulpur
(Prayagraj) and Kundarki
(Moradabad). Nine of the 10
seats fell vacant after the MLAs
resigned following their victory in
the Lok Sabha polls. 

Prominent among these seats
was Karhal (Mainpuri), which
fell vacant after SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav resigned follow-
ing his elections to the Lok Sabha
from Kannauj.

SP's Irfan Solanki's Sisamau
assembly seat in Kanpur Nagar
was declared vacant following his
disqualification in view of his
seven-year imprisonment by
MP/MLA court.

UP CM Yogi Adityanath meets ministers to
discuss upcoming assembly bypolls
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PANAJI: Goa is looking for-
ward to tap new and emerging
markets through participation
in global trade fairs after inter-
national tourism was affected
due to the Russia-Ukraine war
and other problems, minister
Rohan Khaunte said on
Wednesday. 
During COVID-19, the inter-
national footfall in Goa was
only 33,000, which has now
increased to 4.5 lakh for this
particular year (calendar year),
Tourism Minister Khaunte said
in the state assembly.
Responding to a question
raised by Goa Forward Party
MLA Vijai Sardesai in the
assembly, he said after the
COVID-19 pandemic, the per-
ception about tourism in the
state is changing, taking it
away from beaches. 
Sardesai said Goa spent Rs 63

crore in the last four years (on
various events), including Rs
29.84 crore to promote the
state within the country. 
Former chief minister late
Manohar Parrikar had empha-
sised on the pre-audit of road-
shows and that accountability
parameters should be framed,
he said. Khaunte said after the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
tourism department in 2022
decided to change the percep-
tion of Goa "beyond beaches" as
earlier the impression about the
coastal state was only about its
beaches and party life. 
"We needed to see that quality
people come in. Since 2021-22,
Goa tourism board headed by
Chief Minister Pramod Sawant
discussed about the emerging
markets and tapping of new
markets," he said. 
"Problems with the UK market
and the Russia war impacted

international tourism to a big
extent," the minister said,
adding the Israel military cam-
paign (in Gaza) also resulted in
a dip in the number of tourists
from that country. 
"We had to ensure that we tap
the emerging markets like
South East Asia, South Asia,
the US, UAE and Germany,"
he said. 
The state tourism department
participated in the WTM
(World Travel Mart) London,
ITB, Berlin, IITF and other
events, Khaunte said. "We are
presenting ourselves to the
world through these events
where players from the emerg-
ing markets also come," he said. 
Earlier, only Goa used to partic-
ipate in these events but now
Ladakh and states like Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
Karnataka are attending the
international marts, he noted. 

Goa targeting new markets for tourism through
international trade fairs: Minister


