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The harder the struggle, the more glorious the triumph.

Self-realization demands very great struggle.

-Swami Sivananda

Kargil Vijay Diwas, commemorated on July 26th every
year, stands as a solemn reminder of India's triumph
in the Kargil War of 1999. This conflict, a poignant

chapter in India's military history, unfolded against the back-
drop of the icy heights of the Himalayas, where Indian armed
forces displayed exemplary valor and determination in
reclaiming strategic peaks infiltrated by Pakistani intruders.

The Kargil War, also known as Operation Vijay, erupted
when Indian intelligence detected Pakistani soldiers and mil-
itants occupying positions in the Kargil sector of Jammu and
Kashmir, which traditionally remained unoccupied during
winter due to extreme weather conditions. The intrusion
posed a serious threat to Indian territory and national secu-
rity, compelling the Indian Army to launch a swift and deci-
sive counter-offensive.

The terrain in Kargil was treacherous and inhospitable,
with steep mountain slopes and unpredictable weather condi-
tions adding to the challenges faced by Indian troops. Despite
these adversities, the soldiers exhibited unparalleled bravery,
pushing back against well-entrenched adversaries at heights
of over 18,000 feet. The operations were marked by intense
combat, often hand-to-hand, as Indian forces meticulously
reclaimed each peak one by one.

The battle of Tololing, Tiger Hill, and Point 4875 are
etched in memory for their strategic importance and the
immense sacrifices made by soldiers. These battles not only
tested the physical endurance of the troops but also high-
lighted their unwavering spirit and determination to safe-
guard the nation's integrity.

The Indian Air Force played a crucial role in providing air
support, conducting precision strikes to dislodge enemy posi-
tions and pave the way for ground troops. The synergy
between the Army, Air Force, and other security forces was
instrumental in achieving the ultimate victory.

Kargil Vijay Diwas is not just a day of remembrance but a
tribute to the gallantry of the soldiers who laid down their
lives in the line of duty. The nation pays homage to the more
than 500 bravehearts who made the supreme sacrifice, ensur-
ing that their valor and sacrifice are never forgotten.

The war also highlighted the resilience and unity of the
Indian nation, as people from all walks of life rallied behind
the armed forces, offering support and solidarity. Families of
soldiers anxiously awaited news of their loved ones, demon-
strating unwavering faith and strength during trying times.

The aftermath of Kargil saw India emerging victorious on
the international stage, upholding the principles of sovereign-
ty and territorial integrity. The conflict underscored the need
for vigilance and preparedness against any external threats,
reaffirming India's resolve to defend its borders and protect
its citizens. In the years since Kargil Vijay Diwas was first
observed, the commemoration has grown in significance,
symbolizing not only military triumph but also the spirit of
patriotism and unity that binds the nation. Ceremonies are
held across the country, honoring the valor of the soldiers and
reaffirming the nation's commitment to peace and security.

As we remember Kargil Vijay Diwas, we salute the courage
and sacrifice of our armed forces, whose bravery continues to
inspire generations. The legacy of Kargil remains a poignant
reminder of the indomitable spirit and resilience of the
Indian armed forces in defending the nation's honor and sov-
ereignty.

Kargil Vijay Diwas serves as a testament to the bravery and
dedication of our soldiers, reminding us of the sacrifices
made to secure a peaceful and prosperous future for the
nation.

TARA CHAND BHAGAT

When the Nature has made everything so vast and
with unending limits; however it does not boast
of its unlimited creations along with its food for

the sustainability of every kind of creations said to be
amounting to 84 lacs of unique manifestations and forms
(junies) whether they are humans, winged world, blue
world, plants consisting of in numerable species, even a
tiny grass has grown itself on the lovely and beautiful
surface of this 'Earth Planet' and what not do not seem
to be useless and carries weight and value of its own.
Whereas a man who is always dependent upon this 'Vast
Nature' for his sustainability even for not seconds but
takes unlimited pride to be living for centuries together.

Whatsoever this vast Nature has made is quite free
from all pollutions. You take the example of air, water,
various types of gases in the formation of a wonderful
atmosphere above in the vast sky. It has made only one
sky. But we the humans claim to be separate sky of their
own. In the beginning the man's life was quite a simple
one. But with the invention of modern technology he has
invented deadly and fatal weapons for using the destruc-
tion of this 'Vast Nature', as is quite apparent to be seen
in the ongoing war taking side by the dishonest country
China with Russia against Ukraine sided by all NATO
group of countries are hell-bent spreading the pollution
of poisonous gases being produced above in the sky which
will definitely disturb the natural environmental balance
which remains quite essential to be. How Russia a beau-
tiful is! Considering 'its power' more powerful than that
of any other country in the world. On the opposite side
the NATO group of countries are also not thinking about
the destruction of  this beautiful world. The ammuni-
tions, tonnes of bombs are being thrown on hospitals,
civillians irrespective of other living-beings, the danger-
ous missiles, heavy missiles-loaded drone attacks, poi-
sonous blasts destroying every kind of livings or non-liv-
ings;are being used by the both sides which is not at all
good for everyone as the vast Nature never sits quietly.
It watches over their little power that is considered to be
great by them. When this vast Nature shows its anger;
these countries will be wiped out of the world map with-
in seconds. Big or small; all are equal in the eyes of this
Vast Nature. None is great; None is small.

If the fighting countries do not stop ongoing war
between big powers; the day is not far off; when there is
every likelihood of breaking our nuclear world war which
is not to be good. Dire consequences to be faced after-
math in the shape of side- effects to be seen on the very
existence of this beautiful world irrespective of any kind
of race-white as well as black ; all would be destroyed.

One has to be zeroed oneself reaching towards 'One'
that is the Supreme Power of Almighty God. One who
has seen 'One' considers the whole Universe to be 'One'.
Not only Russia; America, China, France and United
Kingdom - the five big powers are nothing before the
existence of 'One'. The great spiritual personalities of
India Like Lord Gautma Buddha, Sant Kabir, Guru
Nanak Dev, Guru Ravi Dass, Maharabhu Chitanay,
Swami Vivekananda and so many others have seen 'the
Only One' and preached the whole universe to be 'One' in
their universal preaching and teachings.

Through the medium of this article It is appealed to the
world body UNO to kindly wake up from its deep slum-
ber interfering mediation for making cease-fire for the
savior of this vast world which came into existence lakhs
of centuries ago. 

One has to be zeroed to
get know 'One'

KARGIL VIJAY DIWAS 
DR. PARVEEN KUMAR

The Union Budget 2024 presented in the
background of a robust economy that is
projected to grow at 6.5-7 per cent high-

lighted nine priorities of the present government.
These priorities include productivity and
resilience in agriculture; employment & skilling;
inclusive human resource development and social
justice; manufacturing & services; urban develop-
ment; energy security; infrastructure; innovation,
research & development and next generation
reforms. An amount of rupees 1.52 Lakh crore
has been kept for agriculture and allied sectors. In
the year 2023-24 an amount of rupees 1.25 lakh
crore was kept for the Ministry of agriculture and
Farmer's welfare but there was a separate head
for allied sectors. As usual, the Finance Minister
came up with the Economic Survey before the
presentation of budget 2024-25 which among
other things called for serious transformation in
agriculture sector. According to Economic
Survey, agriculture in the country is not in a cri-
sis, but requires serious structural transforma-
tion because of the threats posed by climate
change and water that will criticality loom large in
the times to come. The survey further called for
urgent structural reforms with a rider that the
country's inability to address the structural issues
could further lead to impeding of country's over-
all growth trajectory. This is because the sector
supports 42.3 percent of India's population and
has a contribution of 18.2 per cent to the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) of the country. The sec-
tor has shown resilience with an average growth
rate of 4.18 percent over the past five years, but
down to 1.4 percent in the current year. The food
grain production in the country in the year 2022-
23 touched an all time high of 329.7 million
tonnes. It is expected to decline a further in 2023-
24 due to unfavorable monsoon. An important
highlight has been the increase in production of
oilseeds. The increase in domestic production of
oilseeds has led to a reduction in the share of
imported edible oil from 63.2 per cent in 2015-16
to 57.3 per cent in 2022-23. About the marketing

of agriculture produce, the flagship programme e-
National Agriculture Market which aims to con-
nect all the regulated markets in the country  has
registered over 1.77 crore farmers and 2.56 lakh
traders, streamlining agricultural marketing.
Regarding the mobilization of farming communi-
ty, the prestigious programme of Formation and
Promotion of Farmer Producer Organizations
(FPOs) wherein the government intends to form
10,000 farmer producer organizations (FPOs),
about 8,195 have already been established. The
government will also promote FPOs, cooperatives
and Startups for vegetable supply chains includ-
ing for collection, storage and marketing. Indian
agriculture is dominated by marginal and small
farmers'. The Economic survey has rightly point-
ed out that it is not possible to increase their
income by the traditional cropping cycles involv-
ing Wheat, Paddy, Maize, Pulses or Oilseeds. The
need is to motivate and incentivize them to pro-
duce High Vale Crops (HVC) such as various veg-
etables and fruits along with diversification with
allied sectors like poultry, apiary, fisheries, goatry
medicinal and aromatic plants, dairy farming etc.
The allied sectors such as livestock and fisheries
have been highlighted as robust growth centres,
with the livestock sector growing at a compound
annual growth rate (CAGR) of 7.38 per cent
from 2014-15 to 2022-23 and the fisheries sector
at 8.9 per cent CAGR over the same period.

UNION BUDGET 2024: Sustainability is now
the buzz word everywhere. This is because a lot of
damage has been done to the environment
because of our wrong and faulty habits and prac-
tices. In the agriculture sector, sustainable agri-
culture practices are now being promoted
through Natural Farming. The shift towards nat-
ural farming also aims to reduce dependency on
chemical fertilizers and pesticides. Natural farm-
ing enhances soil health and biodiversity while
reducing cultivation costs for farmers, thereby
increasing their profitability. In the next 2 years,
one crore farmers will be initiated into natural
farming supported by certification and branding.
The Budget 2024-25 also plan to promote large-

scale vegetable production clusters. These clus-
ters will be strategically established to boost pro-
duction and ensure a steady vegetable supply
across the country. The government also plans to
undertake a comprehensive review of agricultural
research and focus on developing climate-resilient
varieties in agriculture.  To further augment the
production in the country 109 new high-yielding,
climate-resilient varieties of 32 crops will be
released to farmers. Additionally, 10,000 need-
based bio-input centres will be established to
strengthen the production, storage, and market-
ing of oilseeds.  The Budget also comes up with
the provision of promotion of digital public infra-
structure in partnership with state governments.
This digital framework will provide farmers with
access to vital information, such as weather fore-
casts, crop advisory services, and market prices.
A digital crop survey for Kharif will be conducted
in 400 districts in FY25. The issuance of Jan
Samarth based Kisan Credit Cards will be
enabled in five states. Financing for shrimp farm-
ing, processing, and export will be facilitated
through the National Bank for Agriculture and
Rural Development (NABARD). 

The abolition of Angel Tax; a tax applied to
unlisted companies in India when they raise cap-
ital by issuing shares to investors at a price
exceeding a company's fair market value. The
excess amount is treated as income and taxed at
a rate above 30 per cent. This tax was acclaimed
a punitive in more ways than expected. While
abolishing the Angel Tax the Finance minister
said that it will bolster the Indian Startup ecosys-
tem, boost entrepreneurial spirit and support
innovation. The limit for MUDRA loans has
been increased from rupees 10 lakh to 20 lakh.
E-commerce hubs will be set up to strengthen
international trade. All this will definitely
strengthen entrepreneurship in the country.
Primeminister himself said that the government
will create entrepreneurs in every city, every vil-
lage and every home. Besides financial support
for setting up of 50 multiproduct food irradiation
units in the MSME sector will be provided, 100

food quality and safety testing labs with NABL
accreditation will be facilitated.  Regarding crop
protection from unforeseen calamities, the PM
Fasal Bima Yojana continued to provide compre-
hensive crop insurance, with an insured area of
610 lakh hectares in 2023-24. It has to be
ensured that marginal and small farming com-
munities are included and that the compensation
amount is being provided to the affected farmers
at the earliest. The increase in investment in
agriculture sector has a considerable effect on
the net returns. Research studies have shown
that for every one rupee invested in agriculture,
the net return is rupees 13.85, implying a multi-
plier effect that exceeds returns from all other
activities linked to farming. 

This has been reported in a working paper
published in April, 2024 by the National
Institute of Agriculture Economics and Policy
Research (NIAP) that works under the Indian
Council of Agriculture Research (ICAR).
Private sector is an important stakeholder for
development of agriculture. Roping in private
investment in this sector can also benefit by way
of establishment of adequate infrastructure in
rural settings, generation of self employment
opportunities and creation of useful assets. The
Economic survey had also stressed the need for
increased private sector investment in agricul-
ture to drive advancements. Investments in
technology, modern production methods and
marketing infrastructure were crucial for
enhancing post-harvest management and reduc-
ing losses.  Significant focus in the budget on
digital public infrastructure will also make
things more transparent for the farming com-
munity. Skill training along with employment is
one of the nine priorities of the government as
mentioned in the budget. It will also further lead
to more skilling opportunities for the youth to
upgrade their skills in different agriculture
related trades ultimately paving the way for
entrepreneurship in the country. 

(The  author  writes  on  agriculture  and  social
issues)

Union Budget 2024: Implications For Indian Agriculture

SURJIT SINGH FLORA

Maintaining a healthy lifestyle is quite nec-
essary if one want to lessen the likelihood
of encountering the condition of high

blood pressure. In order to accomplish this objec-
tive, it is necessary to eat a diet that is not only
well-balanced but also low in sodium and rich in
whole grains, fruits, and vegetables. It is impor-
tant that you motivate yourself to participate in
regular physical activity. You should take meas-
ures to control your stress and reduce the amount
of alcohol you consume. Avoiding these things
might potentially speed up the process of discov-
ering answers to the problems you are experienc-
ing with your health care. Due to the fact that
hereditary factors also play a role, it is very impor-
tant to be acquainted with the history of your
family. If you are looking for precise advice, it is
better to seek the assistance of a healthcare veter-
an.

Controlling one's blood pressure is very neces-
sary in order to accomplish the goals of maintain-
ing one's overall health and avoiding serious med-
ical problems. It is common to refer to high blood
pressure as hypertension. This disease is a risk
factor for a variety of health issues, such as renal
failure, heart attack, stroke, and other illnesses.
When it comes to keeping your blood pressure
under control, you are in luck since there are a
number of changes that you can make to your
lifestyle that will help you do so.

For instance, one of the most effective ways to
keep one's blood pressure at a healthy level is to
engage in physical exercise. Your ability to reduce
stress, decrease your cholesterol levels, and lose
weight are all factors that may contribute to the
maintenance of a healthy blood pressure. If you
engage in regular physical exercise, you may find

that it helps you achieve these goals. You should
make it a goal to be physically active for at least
thirty minutes every day, preferably at a moder-
ate intensity. Participating in activities such as
walking, jogging, swimming, or cycling for a peri-
od of half an hour to an hour are all examples of
such activities. Not a single doubt exists about it.

Consume a diet that is healthy: If you want to
keep your blood pressure under control, it is very
necessary for you to consume a food that is bal-
anced. Make it a top priority to include a substan-
tial amount of fresh fruits and vegetables, whole
grains, and protein in your diet. 

Eat as little processed food as possible, as well
as meals that are high in sugar, salt, and fat. This
is the best course of action. This can only take
place if you try to reduce the amount of stress you
are under. The stress that you are experiencing
may cause your blood pressure to rise. You should
look for activities that may help you relieve stress
and are also helpful to your health, such as yoga,
meditation, or exercises that emphasize deep
breathing.

Additionally, if you are a smoker, you should
seriously consider quitting the habit since it has
the ability to significantly lower your blood pres-
sure that you are experiencing. Restriction of
alcohol use is another important step. One of the
potential causes of an increase in blood pressure
is drinking an excessive quantity of alcohol; thus,
it is important to restrict or regulate your use of
alcohol as much as possible.

You should make sure that you receive a suffi-
cient amount of sleep since a lack of sleep might
cause your blood pressure to increase. Ensure
that you obtain between seven and nine hours of
sleep each and every night by setting a goal for
yourself. Consistently monitoring your blood

pressure is something you should make sure to
do. In the event that the quantity is extreme, your
physician could suggest taking medicine in order
to provide assistance in putting an end to it.

If you have gained weight and a protruding
belly, your heart may face additional strain, and
your blood pressure may rise as a consequence of
this. This is especially true if you have a larger
than normal waist circumference. To be more spe-
cific, this means making an effort to maintain a
healthy weight by adhering to a diet that is rich in
nutrients and participating in regular physical
exercise. Given that there is no diet that may mys-
teriously "lower" high blood pressure, it is vital to
take into consideration the fact that there is no
such diet. On the other hand, including certain
foods into your diet as part of a healthy lifestyle
choice may be able to aid in the natural control
and decrease of blood pressure. The following is a
list of some examples of significant fruits and veg-
etables that have the ability to aid in the natural
process of decreasing blood pressure:

Nitrogen-containing green leafy vegetables,
such as spinach, kale, and collard greens, have a
high concentration of nitrates. Nitrates are
believed to widen blood vessels and bring about a
drop in blood pressure. There is a high concentra-
tion of antioxidants and plant chemicals in
berries, and blueberries in particular are particu-
larly rich in these compounds. Both of these sub-
stances have the ability to improve the function of
blood vessels and to give a drop in blood pressure.

Salmon, mackerel, and sardines are examples of
fatty fish that have a high concentration of
omega-3 fatty acids. These acids have the ability
to reduce inflammation and may also assist in
lowering blood pressure. The omega-3 fatty acids
found in these fish are likewise of high quality. On

top of that, garlic has compounds that relax blood
vessels and lower blood pressure, while beans,
lentils, and other legumes are abundant in fiber,
magnesium, and potassium, all of which have the
potential to assist in the management of hyper-
tension. There are other components in garlic
that have the potential to assist in lowering blood
pressure. may be useful in the event that

It is beneficial to consume whole grains, such as
brown rice and oats, since these grains include
magnesium and fiber, both of which may help in
the management of blood pressure. Consuming
whole grains is helpful because these grains con-
tain magnesium and fiber.

The single most essential thing that one should
do is to keep a diet that is rich in fruits, vegeta-
bles, lean proteins, and whole grains while simul-
taneously limiting the amount of salt, saturated
fat, and added sugars that one consumes. There
is a possibility that alterations to one's diet, in
combined with regular physical exercise, might be
beneficial in the treatment of hypertension.

Before making any changes to your diet, it is
essential to have a conversation with your pri-
mary care physician about your specific needs
and medications. This is especially crucial if you
have high blood pressure.

It is essential to bear in mind that the manage-
ment of high blood pressure requires an all-
encompassing approach, despite the fact that
there is a potential that certain meals could be
helpful. For the purpose of preserving your phys-
ical fitness and general health, it is essential to
schedule an appointment with your physician in
order to get tailored counsel and to start treat-
ment in line with your specific concerns.

(The  writer  is  a  veteran  journalist  and  free-
lance  writer  based  in  Brampton)

How can we control high blood pressure?

OMKAR DATTATRAY

The union budget for year 2024-25 has been
introduced & presented in Lok Sabha by
the finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman

on 23rd July 2024 Tuesday. This is the first
budget of the Modi government 3.0 and is the sev-
enth consecutive budget of Sitharaman .The
budget has been prepared with the focus on
women, youth ,farmers and the poor .The union
budget when studied gives the true impression
that it is basically inclusive and people friendly
.The new budget caters to the aspirations and
needs of all sections of the society and at the same
time it is pro people .Much stress has been given
to the development of the infrastructure in the
country .Due emphasis in the budget has been
accorded to creations of job opportunities during
the year and the finance minister has made great
financial outlay for the promotion of the job
opportunities because it has come to fore and the
opposition parties also allege that the BJP has
failed to gain a majority on its own in the recent
Lok sabha elections .The budget has provided
some relief to the salaried class and middle
income groups and the standard deduction has
been raised to Rs 75000.The budget ,particular-
ly focuses on employment ,skilling ,MSME's ,and
the middle class and for all round prosperity .The
budget also details nine priorities for generating
ample opportunities for all and suggests specific
actions and reforms required to realize the goal of
Viksit Bharat and the budget is in fact the eco-
nomic tool for making country a developed one
and also is a road map for realizing the dream of
making India an economic super power in future
.Thus the foundation for realizing the dream of
Vikisit Bharat of PM Modi has been laid in this
budget .The main focus of the budget is on
,employment ,skilling ,MSME's and middle class-
es .The announcement of Prime Ministers pack-
age of 5 schemes and initiatives to facilitate
employment ,skilling and other opportunities for
4.1 crore youth over a period of five years with
central outlay of INR 2 Lakh Cr .There is a pro-
vision of 1.48 Lakh crore for education ,employ-

ment and skilling is no ordinary thing .It implies
that the government is serious about the unem-
ployment problem .In tune with the Vikisit
Bharat strategy set out in the interim budget ,the
full-fledged budget envisages sustained efforts on
the below given nine priorities with a view to gen-
erating ample opportunities for all.-1-
Productivity and resilience in Agriculture.2-
Employment and skilling.3-Inclusive Human
Resource Development and Social Justice.4-
Manufacturing and Services.4-Urban
Development.5-Energy Security.6-
Infrastructure.7-Innovation,Reserch &
Development and 8-Next Generation Reforms
.Substantial budget outlays will be laid on the
above priorities in this year's budget .A compre-
hensive review of the rate of structure over the
next six months will rationalize and simplify cus-
toms duty rates to facilitate trade ,remove duty
inversion ,and reduce disputes .Three more can-
cer medicines are fully exempt from customs
duties. There will be reduction of the BCD on
mobile phones ,mobile PCBA & mobile chargers
to 15%.The government proposed to fully exempt
customs duties on 25 critical minerals and reduce
BCD on two of them .This will result in a major
fillip to the processing and refining of such min-
erals and help secure their availability for strate-
gic and important sectors like nuclear energy
,renewable energy ,space ,defense ,telecommuni-
cations ,and high-tech electronics .For develop-
ment of investment and to bolster the Indian
start -up eco -system ,boost the entrepreneurial
spirit and support innovation ,the angel tax is to
be abolished for all classes of investors .The budg-
et proposes to attract foreign capital for India's
development needs .So corporate tax rate on for-
eign companies will be reduced from 40 to 35%
.So for as income tax rates for salaried class and
middle income group is concerned,the finance
minister in the budget announced a marginal
income tax relief for middle class.She raised the
standard deduction -a flat deduction from total
salary earned by an employee in a year before cal-
culating the applicable income tax rate -by 50

percent to Rs 75,000 and tweaked tax slabs for
taxpayers opting for the new income tax regime
.The union minister Ashwani Vaishnaw said the
2024-25 budget includes provisions to simplify
tax rates ,reduce taxes ,and help middle class
families fulfill their dream of owning a house. A
big relief on reassessment and reopening of
returns filed for earlier year's which has been
reduced to 6year's as opposed to 10 year's earlier
,including search cases However ,looking at the
benefits and deductions which a salaried person
had to forgo for opting in New Tax Regime like
House Rent Allowance ,Leave Travel Concession
,deduction under section 80 C and 80D and tax
benefits in respect of home loan ,in most of cases
,the old tax regime is beneficial and the salaried
persons should opt accordingly .The union budg-
et 2024-25 while pursuing fiscal consolidation is
largely focused on private demand revival with a
slew of fiscal measures targeting the middle class,
MSME's and employment generation .The thrust
to agriculture productivity ,infrastructure ,cli-
mate transition and rationalization of capital
gains taxation regime are the deeper facets of the
transformation that budget seeks to achieve
.From banking perspective budget is pro -growth
and offers scope for balance sheet expansion .In
all ,budget remains grounded in domestic and
international realities and has chalked the best
strategy for future .On the tax front ,abolishing
angel tax is a very bold move and will prove to be
a game changer for start-ups giving more liquidi-
ty in their hands .This step will also contribute to
reducing litigation and tax uncertainty .This
move will make start ups more appealing and
encourage investors to fearlessly invest in start-
ups .Increasing standard deduction under the
new regime will provide relief to the tax payers
and boost adoption of new tax regime .This is also
in line with the government's aim of a simplified
tax regime .The Vivaad se Vishwaas scheme will
bring much needed respite to resolve pending lit-
igation at various levels and help in quicker dis-
posal of long pending litigation .Further ,the gov-
ernment aims to provide benefit to the middle and

lower -income classes of people through its pro-
posal of increasing the limit of exemption of capi-
tal gains u/s 112A to Rs 1.25 lakh per year ,from
the previous value of Rs 1 lakh per year.2%TDS
is being withdrawn on Mutual funds. Credit to
TCL is proposed to be given in salary standard
operating procedure of TDS procedure .The FM
has given some relief to taxpayers by hiking tax
slabs for personal income tax .The new tax slab
will now have nil tax up to an income of Rs 3 lakh
,like the previous year.FM allocates Rs 1.52 lakh
crore for farming and  allied sectors and she says
enhancing productivity and resilience in agricul-
ture is her top priority .However ,fertilizers and
food subsidies were decreased ,inviting flak from
farmers..The total allocation for the Department
of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare is Rs
1,22,528.77 crore .In the last financial year's
{2023-24} Revised Estimates ,the amount was
Rs 1,16,788.96 crore. To sum up it can be said
that the budget caters to the needs and aspira-
tions of various sections of the society and so
there is no exaggeration in terming the budget
2024-25 as inclusive and people friendly.FM gave
a helping hand to the two alliance partners -JDU
in Bihar and TDP and JansSena in AP of the
BJP .Sitharaman's offering to the two states
started with her proposal for ''Purvodaya''-all -
round development of the eastern region of the
country covering Bihar ,Jharkhand ,West Bengal
,Odisha and Andhra Pradesh.FM announced an
allocation of Rs 15,000 crore for Andhra Pradesh
.She said the centre will set up airports ,medical
colleges and sports infrastructure in Bihar.FM
extended special help to Bihar and Andhra
Pradesh ,addressing the aspirations of key allies-
the TDP & JDU .Additionally ,Rs 26,000 crore
has been earmarked for high ways in Bihar .But
still the budget is a balance one and it has not
been prepared only to please the two partners of
the Modi government .The budget is in fact pro
people ,pro youth ,pro farmer and last but not the
least pro poor.

(The  author  is  a  columnist,  social  and  KP
activist)

Inclusive & People Friendly Union Budget 2024-25


