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STATE TIMES NEWS
POONCH: An awareness
programme on Bhartiya
Nyaya Samhita-2023 (BNS-
23), Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat and Mission LiFE
etc.  was organized by
Central Bureau of
Communication Poonch,
Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting, Government
of India.

The programme was organ-
ized at Govt. HSS Sawjian,
Mandi, of District Poonch in
the presence of Anwar Khan,
Principal GHSS Sawjian,
Sandeep Sharma, Forest
Block Officer, Jullas,
Sushant Singh Sambyal,
Chouki Officer Sabjian, fac-
ulty and students of GHSS
Sawjian, GHS Gagrian,

GGMS Sawjian, GMS
Chaprian, GMS Maidan,
Officers and officials of CBC
Poonch.

Expert Lectures, Cultural
Programmes, Open Quiz,
distribution of New India
magazine and drawing com-

petition were the main
attractions of the day.

Principal GHSS, Sawjian
said that such awareness
programmes on the schemes
should be organized on regu-
lar intervals so that the gen-
eral public especially in the

far-flung areas know about
the benefits of these schemes.
He said the programme
organized by CBC at
Sawjian is first of its kind in
the area and its utility is
multidimensional and bene-
ficial for the people of this
area.

Vijay Mattoo, Field
Officer, Central Bureau of
Communication, Poonch in
his address said, the govern-
ment is working towards the
upliftment of the poor in the
country through its various
centrally sponsored schemes
and programs and the
schemes like PM Awas
Yojna, PM Jan Arogya
Yojna, Ujwwala Yojna, PM
Grib Kalyan Ann Yojna,
Shishu Janani Surakha

Yojna, Poshan Abhiyan, Jan
Aushadhi Kendras, Khelo
India, Kissan Samman
Nidhi, DBT, , Saubhagya
Yojna, Har Ghar Jal, SBM,
KCC, Stand up India, Start
Up India, Kaushal Vikas,
Mudra Loans, etc. of the
government have brought a
revolution in the country.

Sandeep Sharma, JK
Forest Block Officer spoke
about the aims and objec-
tives of Mission LiFE and
enlightened the audience
about National
Afforestation Programme,
National Mission for Green
India, Forest Fire
Prevention & Management
Scheme, Compensatory
Afforestation Fund
Management and Planning
Authority under Deptt of
Forest, Environment &
Climate Change, Green
India Mission, Har Gaon
Haryali etc. He also admin-
istered the Mission LiFE
Pledge.

CBC Poonch organises awareness programme
on BNS-2023, CSS at GHSS Sawjian

A dignitary being honoured during the programme.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Justice Rahul
Bharti of Jammu &
Kashmir directed Deputy
Commissioner Udhampur
to appear in person on
Friday i.e 26th of July,
2024.

This order has been
passed by Justice Rahul
Bharti after hearing
Advocate AR Khan for the
petitioner, observed that a
bare reading of preventive
detention order 01-PSA of
2024 dated January 2,
2024 passed by the respon-
dent No. 4 -District
Magistrate, Udhampur pur-
portedly under Jammu &
Kashmir Public Safety Act,
1978 leaves this Court non-
plussed as while the peti-
tioner is referred to be a
hardcore criminal of the
area being involved in a
series of criminal activities
including serious
offences/heinous nature
cases/organized crime that
may disrupt peace and tran-
quility of the area and
endanger human life with
distribution in public peace

and tranquility rendering it
necessary to detain him
under the provisions of
Public Safety Act, 1978.

High Court further
observed that it is on this
purported basis that the
District Magistrate,
Udhampur has pen down
the detention order and the
text of order saying "to dis-
rupt peace of the area and
endangering human life
with distribution in public
peace and tranquility" can-
not go hand to hand as a
matter of expression in the
order itself and still the
District Magistrate,
Udhampur who is Saloni
Rai, IAS had no time at dis-
posal to spare a bare look at
the text of the order which
obviously seems to have
been borne out of mindset of
a clerk in the office placing
it just for signature sake as
ritual and formality.

The fall out of this order
has been upon the petitioner
whose personal liberty
which is a fundamental
right under article 21 of the
Constitution of India has

suffered deprivation
notwithstanding the charac-
terization of the petitioner
meant to be pasted in terms
of the dossier submitted by
the Senior Superintendent
of Police (SSP), Udhampur.

This writ petition was
admitted on May 8, 2024
and counter affidavit is yet
to be filed.

Court further observed
that given the state of the
impugned preventive deten-
tion order, this Court reck-
ons that it would be embar-
rassing for this Court also to
expect a counter affidavit to
be filed for the purpose of
adjudication of this writ
petition as that would be
expecting the respondents to
defend an indefensible,
therefore, this Court cannot
let the impugned order
escape serious cognizance on
the pretext of being an error
of eye-sight or typographical
mistake and, therefore,
directs personal appearance
of the District Magistrate,
Udhampur along with the
detention record on Friday
i.e. July 26, 2024. 

HC directs DC Udhampur to appear in person
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BHADERWAH: As a part
of ongoing outreach and
helping local population,
Army's Rashtriya Rifles
based at Bhaderwah took an
initiative to conduct a free
Medical Camp at Bhalla
area of Bhaderwah. 

The camp was inaugurated
by Company Commander,
who assured unconditional
and everlasting support of
Army to the locals. 

A medical team comprising
of 1 Medical Officer, 3
Nursing Assistants and 1
Battle Field Nursing
Assistant from Army and 1
medical officers and 1 Nurse

from Govt Hospital for pro-
viding the much needed
medicare facility to the

gents, ladies, children and
elderly people during the
camp.

A large number of patients
turned up for the medical
check up from the nearby vil-
lages. 

This medical camp was
organised by making neces-
sary arrangements including
various types of medicines,
medical equipment and facil-
ities for examination of
patients Wide publicity was
given to ensure that maxi-
mum people avail this oppor-
tunity to attend the camp. 

During the camp a total of
225 patients were treated
including 106 ladies, 78
gents and 41 children includ-
ing Gujjar & Bakkarwal
community. 

Army organises medical camp

Doctor examining a patient during the camp.
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NOWSHERA: Rich trib-
utes were paid to the Kargil
martyr Joginder Singh of
14-Sikh Regiment at his
hamlet Qila Darhal,
Rajouri Jammu and
Kashmir.

The Akhand Path in this
connection concluded today
with Guru Ka Langer and
army officers  along with
civil people paid tributes to
the martyr at his memorial.

Meanwhile people
informed that three Kargil
martyr were from
Nowshera sector and
named them as Gurdeep
Singh son of Bachan Singh
of Kanara, Hardeep Singh
son of Inder Singh of

Rajpur Bhatta and
Joginder Singh son of
Pritam Singh of Qila
Darhal district Rajouri
Jammu and Kashmir there
are 527 soldiers/ officers
martyred in Kargil war.

However, no politicians &
admistator visited the
memorial to pay tributes to
the martyr that is shameful
and the hamlet of the mar-
tyr also sans facilities while
local demand points
towards renaming the vil-
lages there after martyrs.

Meanwhile, Ex capt
Ravinder Singh, Ex Capt
Surinder Singh, Sub
Harnam Singh, Ex Hav
Harbaksh Singh, Ex Hav
Mohan Singh, Ex Hav

Prem Singh, Charan kour
wife, Mother Raj Kour,
Tarvinder Kour, Gurmeet
Kour, Amerjit kour, social
workers Harbaksh Singh &
president of NGO Anmol
Cultural Club Zorawar
Singh Khalsa,  Prem Singh
said that they are proud of
Martyr Joginder Singh as
he was a brave solider who
laid his life for the sake of
motherland.

DB takes suo-moto
cognizance for

retrieval of drowned
body from Pakistan

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: A Division Bench
of Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh High Court
Comprising Chief Justice
(Acting) Tashi Rabstan and
Justice Rajnesh Oswal took
suo motu cognizance to
expedite the retrieval of a
man's body from Pakistan. 

The deceased, Harash
Nagotra, tragically
drowned in the Chenab
River, and his body was dis-
covered across the border,
in Pakistan and issued
notice to Union of India
through Ministry of Home
Affairs, Ministry of Home
External Affairs (India)
and Union Territory of
J&K, through Secretary to
Government, Ministry of
Home, Civil Secretariat,
Jammu/Srinagar.

DSGI Vishal Sharma who
was present in the Court
accepted notice on behalf of
the respondent Nos.1&2.
DB granted one week time
to have instructions. DB
further ordered that Notice
shall go to respondent No.3
only and the expenses of
service of notice to respon-
dent No.3 shall be borne by
the Registry.

Initially, a PIL was filed
by Indu Bhushan Bali,
requesting the court to treat
the matter as a PIL under
Articles 226 and 227 of the
Constitution of India. The
petition sought directions to
protect the fundamental
rights of the parents of the
late Harsh Nagotra, ensur-
ing their ability to perform
the last rites of their son.

However, DB dismissed
the petition stating that the
parents of deceased-Harsh
Nagotra have projected
their grievance before the
Court and requested for
early retrieval of their son's
body from Pakistan, there-
fore this PIL is not main-
tainable on the instance of
Indu Bhushan Bali. 

"As such, we are not
inclined to entertain this
PIL and the same is accord-
ingly, dismissed", the Court
observed. 

Army & civil paid tribute to Kargil
Martyr Joginder Singh
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KATRA: Mahima Sharma
has been declared qualified
for the Doctor of
Philosophy (Ph.D.)
in Biotechnology
award by Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi
U n i v e r s i t y
(SMVDU). Ms.
Mahima worked on
the topic, entitled
"Studies on selected endo-
phytes for sourcing novel
bioactive compounds from
Cordia dichotoma Forst",
under the supervision of Dr.
Sharada M. Potukuchi,
Associate Professor, School
of Biotechnology, SMVDU,
Katra. During the oral
defense, Prof. Pragati
Kumar, Hon'ble Vice
Chancellor of the University;
Dr. Sunil Wanchoo, Dean,
Faculty of Sciences; Dr.
Ratna Chandra, Head,
School of Biotechnology and
the External Examiner Prof.
Saroj Arora, Department of
Botanical & Environmental
Sciences, Guru Nanak Dev
University, Amritsar, Punjab
appreciated the work done
and congratulated the stu-
dent for her successful Ph.D.
Viva-Voce examination.Ms.
Mahima, a GATE & CSIR-
NET qualified scholar, has
published her research find-
ings in the SCI-E Journals

of repute and presented her
results at International and
National Conferences. Ms.

Mahima expressed
her gratitude to the
School of
Biotechnology and
SMVD University
for providing all the
facilities for carry-
ing out the
research work and

financial assistance in terms
of Scholarship and
Contingency during her
tenure at the University. Her
study emphasizes the first-
time isolation and identifica-
tion of endophytic bacteria
and fungi and their pharma-
cological activities from the
medicinal plant Cordia
dichotoma (Lasura), which is
native to the Jammu region
of India. It was also initiated
to evaluate the antimicrobial,
antioxidant, and anticancer-
ous activity of secondary
metabolites extracted from
parent plants and their endo-
phytic inhabitants. The pro-
tocols developed during her
research work can be used to
maximize the biomass and
metabolite content of the
selected species for their
commercial exploitation and
prospective applications in
the pharmaceutical sector
for novel sources of drug
molecules.

DDC Doda reviews progress
on CRF, NABARD, 
City Towns Projects
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DODA: District Development
Commissioner Doda,
Harvinder Singh, held a crucial
meeting to review the progress
of CRF, NABARD and City
Towns Projects in the district.

The meeting was attended by
key officials, including the CPO
Doda, Manesh Kumar
Manhas, Superintending
Engineer, PWD (R&B),
Chenab Circle Doda/Kishtwar,
Sub-Divisional Magistrate
Thathri/Gandoh/Assar (via
video conference), Divisional
Forest Officer, XEN, PWD
(R&B) Division
Doda/Bhaderwah/Thathri/Ga
ndoh and Assistant Executive
Engineers.

During the meeting, the
DDC emphasized the impor-
tance of timely completion of
these projects and provided
specific directions to avoid
delays. Detailed discussions
covered various aspects of the
projects, including current
progress, challenges, and
strategies for overcoming these
challenges.

The officers were instructed
to maintain regular updates
and ensure that all projects
adhere to set timelines.
Financial details and execution
parameters were thoroughly
reviewed, with a special focus
on the early completion of all
projects under NABARD,
CRF, and City Towns.

DDC directed the concerned
officers to expedite the ongoing
projects and ensure efficient
progress. Emphasizing trans-
parency and accountability,
DDC Singh urged the officers
to work with dedication and
efficiency.

Doctoral Degree in Biotechnology awarded
to Mahima Sharma at SMVDU


