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STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah on Monday
met several delegations at the
Public Outreach Office,
Raabita here, and held wide-
ranging discussions on devel-
opment, overall functioning of
Institutions and public welfare
issues.

Dr. Mohd. Jaffar Akhoon,
Chief Executive Councillor
from Kargil, led a deputation
to apprise the Chief Minister of
several challenges being faced
by students and patients from
Ladakh, particularly from
Kargil, in different educational
and healthcare institutions
across Jammu and Kashmir.
The deputation also raised var-
ious civic issues affecting the
residents of Ladakh living in
the J&K, seeking timely

redressal and support.
Prof. Jawaid Iqbal, Vice

Chancellor of Baba Ghulam
Shah Badshah University
(BGSBU), Rajouri, briefed the
Chief Minister about the func-
tioning of the university. The
VC discussed several ongoing
academic and administrative
initiatives at the university and
sought the Chief Minister's

support for strengthening
higher education in the region.

Sandeep Sharma, Zonal
Head of ICICI Bank, also
called on the Chief Minister
and discussed matters related
to the bank's Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) initia-
tives. He informed the Chief
Minister about the rescue vehi-
cle provided for Dachigam and

initiatives aimed at employ-
ment generation and commu-
nity welfare. Brigadier Deepak
Sajjan Har from NCC,
Srinagar, met the Chief
Minister to present a memento
in connection with the NCC
Everest Expedition-2025,
highlighting the achievements
and commitment of the NCC
cadets to contribute to national

pride and adventure sports
activities.

Later, Sameer Baktoo,
Chairman of the Travel
Agents Association of India
(TAAI), J&K Chapter, met
the Chief Minister along with
a visiting team from SKAL
INTERNATIONAL. The
team, currently on a visit
from Mumbai, discussed the
upcoming SKAL India
Convention and proposed to
make the event Kashmir-cen-
tric in the post-Yatra season,
with an aim to promote the
region's tourism potential
globally. The Chief Minister
gave a patient hearing to all
deputations and assured
appropriate action and con-
tinued government support as
may be necessary.

CM meets delegations at Raabita Office

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah meeting with several delegations on Monday. 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Inspector General
of Police (IGP) Jammu
Zone, Bhim Sen Tuti, inau-
gurated a newly constructed
prefabricated barrack at
Police Station Bishnah in
Jammu District. 

The facility, created exclu-
sively for the personnel post-
ed at the station, is aimed at
providing better accommoda-
tion and rest facilities for the
rank and file deployed in
tough and demanding field
environments.

The IGP was briefed about
the structural and functional
features of the barrack,
which has been equipped
with essential amenities such
as bedding, ventilation,
washrooms, and power back-
up to ensure a comfortable

and hygienic resting space
for police personnel.

IGP emphasized the impor-
tance of providing dignified
living facilities to the person-
nel who often serve in chal-
lenging conditions. 

He noted that such infra-
structure not only boosts

morale and operational
readiness but also reflects
the department's commit-
ment to personnel welfare.
He lauded the efforts of the
district police in ensuring
timely completion of the proj-
ect and called upon other
police establishments to emu-

late similar standards.
He reiterated that more

such barracks and welfare-
oriented projects are in the
pipeline across the Jammu
Zone under modernization
and infrastructure develop-
ment initiatives.

He also conducted a moti-
vational counselling session
for the newly inducted PSIs,
encouraging them to pursue
specialisation in subjects of
their interest. 

The PSIs interacted with
the IGP with enthusiasm and
pledged to strive for excel-
lence and bring laurels to the
department. The IGP was
accompanied by DIG
Jammu-Samba-Kathua
Range, SSP Jammu, SP HQ
Jammu, SDPO RS Pura and
DySP DAR Jammu.

IGP Jammu inaugurates prefab Barrack at Police Station Bishnah

IGP Jammu Zone, Bhim Sen Tuti inaugurating new 
prefabricated barrack at Police Station Bishnah.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Continuing its annu-
al tradition, the ancient and
revered Panjvaktra Mahadev
Mandir in Jammu marked the
beginning of the holy month of
Sawan with a spiritually uplift-
ing Bhajan Sandhya, as part of
Sawan Mahotsav 2025.

Well-known singers
Dharmesh Nargotra and
Pankaj Pradhan presented
soulful and melodious classical
bhajans, which deeply touched
the hearts of all devotees pres-
ent. A graceful Kathak dance
performance was also present-
ed by Kritika Dutt and her
team from Nrityanjali, under
the esteemed guidance of Dr.
Priya Dutta. The expressive
dance, steeped in devotion, fur-
ther enhanced the sanctified
atmosphere of the event.

The programme began with a
Ganesh Vandana presented by
the new batch of students from
Panjvaktra Mahadev Ved
Pathshala, followed by the
recitation of sacred Vedic
chants by the Vidarthis, which
set a serene and spiritual tone
for the evening.

The devotional setting was
beautifully complemented by
the musical excellence of emi-
nent accompanists -Guru
Ashutosh Mangotra on
Harmonium, Amarjeet Singh
(Violin), Parshotam Kumar
(Pakhawaj), Rakesh Anand
(Flute),  Vinay (Tabla), Aarv
Nargotra on Guitar- whose col-
lective performance created a
spiritually resonant and uplift-

ing experience for all present.
On the occasion, a devotional

Bhajan dedicated to
Panjvaktra Mahadev Mandir
was also released. The Bhajan
has been melodiously sung by
Mukteshi Sharma, Mahima,
and Samiksha. The lyrics were
written by Vijay Atri, while the
music was conceived and com-
posed by Amarjeet Singh.

The temple was enveloped in
an atmosphere of peace, devo-
tion, and reverence, as the con-
fluence of music, dance, and
collective prayer created a pro-
found spiritual experience. The
sacred ambience reminded
many of the ancient traditions
where temples served as
vibrant centres of cultural
expression and inner awaken-
ing.

Panjvaktra Mahadev Mandir
will continue to organize
Bhajan Sandhyas every
Monday during the month of
Sawan, bringing together devo-
tees, artists, and cultural
enthusiasts in celebration of
India's devotional heritage.

Suresh Kumar Sharma,
Receiver, Panjvaktra Mahadev
Mandir, expressed heartfelt
gratitude to the participating

artists and devotees for making
the inaugural evening memo-
rable. He extended a warm
invitation to all to attend the
upcoming Mondays and experi-
ence the divine energy and cul-
tural richness that define this
sacred Mahotsav. He also
shared that, as part of this
ongoing cultural and spiritual
revival, more nationally

renowned artists will be joining
in the coming weeks to present
soulful bhajans and devotional
performances, making each
Monday evening a unique and
spiritually fulfilling experience.

The proceedings of the event
were conducted by Raj Kumar
Behrupia, while the program
was managed by dedicated
devotees.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The BJP legislative
party on Monday staged a
protest outside the Civil
Secretariat and Assembly here,
demanding the revocation of a
government order mandating
Urdu as a compulsory lan-
guage for the Naib Tehsildar
recruitment examination in
Jammu and Kashmir. The
MLAs of the saffron party
arrived at the Civil Secretariat
in the morning and staged a
dharna, calling the order dis-
criminatory and detrimental to
the interests of Jammu's youth.

Carrying placards highlight-
ing injustice against Jammu's
youth, Dogras and other offi-
cial languages of the union ter-
ritory, the BJP leaders raised
slogans against the government
and National Conference
leader Omar Abdullah, accus-
ing the part of trying to create
unrest in the region. "We are
staging a dharna against the
decision to make Urdu manda-
tory for Naib Tehsildar exami-
nations in Jammu and
Kashmir, which is not accept-
able to us," BJP MLA Sham
Lal Sharma said. He said,
"Kashmir-centric parties, par-
ticularly the National
Conference, have been discrim-
inating against this region for
decades. This is a fresh exam-
ple of it." Taking a swipe at the
National Conference govern-
ments for decades-long dis-
crimination against Jammu
and its people, he said "we
thought their discriminatory
approach had changed after
2019, but it continues even

today." Issuing such an order is
a clear attempt to deny jobs to
Jammu's youth in the examina-
tion. It also discriminates
against other official lan-
guages, he alleged.

"By making Urdu mandatory
for such important posts in the
government, the NC rulers
have overruled previous provi-
sions where knowing the lan-
guage Urdu was not compulso-
ry," Sharma further said.

"We are holding protests to
get it revoked. Youth are
already on the streets protest-
ing. The matter has been
brought to the notice of the
Lieutenant Governor as well
and memorandums have been
submitted through deputy
commissioners, but nothing has
been done so far," he said.

Sharma said that 14 BJP
MLAs had even met Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah over
the issue. "His apparoch was
positive. Still, no action has
been taken, and tomorrow is
the last day to apply for the
posts." "They are trying to cre-
ate unrest in Jammu and are
forcing us to go on agitation.
All 28 BJP MLAs have started
it with today's two-hour-long
token dharna," he added.

The former minister further
said that the party will soon
announce its next course of
action. 

"Making Urdu a compulsory
subject in recruitment for Naib
Tehsildars is a gross injustice to
the youth of the Jammu
region," BJP MLA Yudhvir
Sethi said, adding that such
injustice will not be tolerated.

Sawan Mahotsav 2025 begins at Panjvaktra
Mahadev Mandir with devotional splendour

BJP MLAs protest over Urdu mandate
for Naib Tehsildar posts


