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Advisory on Fall Army Worm (FAW) Spodoptera frugiperda on Maize regarding
Fall Armyworm (Spodoptera frugiperda) is an invasive, polyphagous economically important insect pest could cause substantial damage espe-

cially in maize crop. The pest is native to tropical and sub-tropical regions of America. In India it spread from South India to other parts of the
country. Nevertheless, its damage intensity is under control by continuous efforts of DPPQES, FAO, ICAR and State Agriculture Department.
Keeping in view the favourable climatic conditions, availability of maize crop throughout country and previous year observations there is possibil-
ity that the pest may cause extensive damage therefore the following strategies are suggested to prevent the pest attack well in advance:

Extensive surveys need to be initiated to map the prevalence and spread of the pest. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), Rome, Italy
developed the FAW\monitoring and Early Warning System (FAMEWS) mobile app can used by farmers, and extension agents to send vital data
about FAW infestation levels. This helps generate detailed and reliable information that can be used to manage FAW. This app works offline and
provides farmers with advice on how to manage FAW.

Erection of bird perches @ 10/acre during early stage of the crop (up to 30 days) as birds acts as good predator on lepidopteran larvae.
Sowing of 3-4 rows of trap crops (e.g. Napier) around maize field and spray with 5% NSKE or Azadirachtin 1500 ppm as soon as the trap

crop shows symptom of FAW damage.
Application of Sand + lime in 9: 1 ratio in whorls in first thirty days of sowing soon after the observation of FAW incidence restricts larval feed-

ing.
Install pheromone traps @ I5/acre in field for mass trapping and destruction of male moths.
Eggs parasitoids such as Trichogramma pretiosum and Telemonusremus can be released for destroying the egg stage of FAW @ 50000 per

acre at weekly intervals (avoid spraying chemical pesticides for few days during the time of release in the field).
Entomopathogenic fungi such as Metarhizium anisopliae, Nomuraearelayi, Beauveria bassiana and verticiliumlecani at 1x 108 CFU/g @ 5

g/litre whorl & repeat after 10 days if required could be used for management of the pest.
Bacillus thuringiensis ver. Kurstaki, NPV formulation @ 2 g/l (or) 400 g/acre could be used IPM package of practices for Maize need to be

promoted.
Apply neem cake @ 250 kg/ha at the time of last ploughing.

Chemical Control:
1. Seed treatment: Cyantraniliprole 19.8% + Thiamethoxam 19.8% FS @ 6 ml/kg of seed will be effective for 15-20 days.
2. First Window (seedling to early whorl stage): To control FAW larvae at 5% damage to reduce hatchability of freshly laid eggs, spray 5%

NSKE / Azadirachtin 1500ppm @ 5ml/I of water.
3. Second window (mid whorl to late whorl stage): To manage 2nd and 3rd instars larvae having more than 10% foliar damage the follow-

ing chemicals may be used upto early tasselling stage: Spinetoram 11.7% SC or Chlorantraniliprole 18.5% SC or Thiamethoxam 12.6% + Lambda
cyhalothrin 9.5% ZC.

4. Third Window (8 weeks after emergence to tasseling and post tasseling): Insecticide management is not cost effective at this stage. All
the sprays should be directed towards whorl and either in the early hours of the day or in the evening time. In case of any symptoms contact your
nearest Agriculture Extension Officer or further information contact, Plant Health Clinic Jammu.
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