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STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: A high-level del-
egation of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), compris-
ing 14 Members of the
Legislative Assembly (MLAs),
met with Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah at his office in
Srinagar. The delegation com-
prising BJP National
Secretary Dr. Narinder Singh,
BJP Vice-Presidents Sham
Lal Sharma, Yudhvir Sethi,
and, Shakti Parihar, General
Secretary Dr. D.K. Manyal,
and MLAs Chander Prakash
Ganga, B.S. Mankotia, Pawan
Gupta, Vikram Randhawa,
Prof. Gharu Ram, Baldev
Sharma, Satish Sharma, Dr.

Sunil Bhardwaj, and Surinder
Bhagat presented strong
objections to recent adminis-
trative decisions that have
triggered widespread concern
among the public. At the fore-
front of the discussion was the
controversial and divisive
advertisement marking Urdu
a compulsory qualification for
the post of Naib Tehsildar.
The BJP leaders condemned
this move as regressive, exclu-
sionary, and in direct contra-
diction to the spirit of linguis-
tic diversity enshrined in the
Constitution, especially after
the recognition of five official
languages in J&K i.e. Hindi,
Dogri, English, Urdu, and

Kashmiri under the Jammu
and Kashmir Official
Languages Act, 2020.

The delegation categorically
stated that imposing Urdu as
a mandatory qualification
amounts to systemic discrimi-
nation against a significant
portion of the youth from the
Jammu region and elsewhere,
who have not studied the lan-
guage. "This clause has the
potential to deprive thousands
of deserving and meritorious
candidates of their rightful
opportunity to serve in the
administrative framework of
the UT," the leaders said.

The delegation unanimously
demanded the immediate

withdrawal of the advertise-
ment with the Urdu clause.
They urged the Chief Minister
to revise the decision on the
pattern of 2011 during his
previous tenure, and issue a
fresh advertisement. The
Chief Minister gave an affir-
mative and positive response.

BJP MLAs raised the dis-
placement of shopkeepers
from Nai Basti due to the
ongoing highway/flyover
expansion project. They high-
lighted the dire situation of
affected families and called for
urgent rehabilitation. The
Chief Minister, acknowledging
the gravity of the issue, direct-
ed the Principal Secretary to
address the matter on priority.

The delegation also pushed
for the expeditious release of
the long-pending selection list
under the 'sportsman quota',
emphasizing the need to rec-
ognize and reward the contri-
butions of athletes from the
UT who have brought laurels
to the region and the nation.

The BJP delegation reaf-
firmed its commitment to
safeguarding the interests of
all sections of society and
pressing for fair governance
and justice through con-
structive dialogue and demo-
cratic means.

14 BJP MLAs meet CM, stresses to make Urdu
non-compulsory for post of NT, other issues

BJP delegation comprising 14 MLAs meeting with Chief Minister Omar Abdullah. 

MAA
Wave one movie Jammu 12:05 PM / 05:35 PM / 10:45 PM 
PVR KC JAMMU 2:10 PM / 05:05 PM / 08:00 PM
SITAARE ZAMEEN PAR HINDI 
Wave one movie Jammu
11:00 AM / 02:00 PM / 05:00 PM / 08:00PM /11:00 PM
PVR KC JAMMU 10:55 AM / 1:10 PM / 07:40  PM / 10:55 PM
MR. MRS 420 AGAIN (PUNJABI)
WAVE ONE MOVIE JAMMU 9:15 AM / 2:45 PM / 4:30 PM

TELPHONES
Directory Enquiry 197
Fault Repair 198
Local Assistance 199
Trunk Booking 180
Trunk Assistance 181
International Trunk Booking 2447952, 2577951, 2573638
Billing Complaints 2543896, 2548415
Billing Complaints Computerize 1955
Change No. Announcement 1951
Gandhi Nagar Exchange 2451953, 2430953
HOSPITALS
Government Medical College 2584290, 2484291
Psychiatry and Disease Hospital 2577444
Ambulance Rajouri  257147, 257084, 257357
Blood Bank/Eye Bank - SMGS Hospital 2547639, 2547637
Emergency 2549669
Blood Bank 2547637, 2547638
Chest Disease Hospital 2577064, 2548012
Dental Hospital 2544670
Govt Hospital Gandhi Nagar 2430041
Emergency 2431740
Child Hospital 2577023
Acharya Shri Chander College of Medical Sciences and Hospital 262270
AMBULANCES
Indian Red Cross Society 2549413
Jammu University 2453165, 2543525, 2435248
FIRE STATIONS
Gandhi Nagar 101, 2435283, 2457705
City 2544263
Canal 2554064
Roop Nagar 2597522
Gangyal 2480026
Bari Brahmana 220020
Akhnoor 252481
Kathua 234313
Samba 243280
Katra 232451
Udhampur 270897
Police Control Room 100, 2542001, 2545481-82
Police Exchange  2547621-22, 2547624
Civil Defence Control Room 2549100, 2548645, 2544920
Civil Defence 2548645, 2549100, 2544920
Hot Line 383
TOURISM
Tourist Officer, Airport 2431917
Tourist Officer, Railway Station 2430078
Tourist Reception Centre 2579554
BUS SERVICES
JKSRTC General Manager 2435262
JKSRTC Bus Stand 2577475
JKSRTC Jammu Srinagar, Service 2576562
Punjab Roadways 2542782
WATER SUPPLY
Company Bagh 2542582
Parade 2544979
Bakshi Nagar 2543557
Panjthirthi 2547501
Narwal 2430031
ELECTRIC SUPPLY COMPLAINTS
Canal 2554147, 2554199
Parade 2542289, 2543398
Nanak Nagar  2430776
Gandhi Nagar 2430180
Shastri Nagar 2430781
Janipur 2543828, 2579258
Satwari 2452816
FIRE SERVICE : (Control Room) 101
CIVIC SERVICES
Municipality 2547846, 2542192
Health Officer 2547440
Garbage / Carcass Removal 2547440

11078 Jhelum Express
Departure  : 23:35 from Jammu Tawi
Arrival                                                                    : 11:15 at New Delhi
12426 Jammu Tawi - New Delhi Rajdhani Express
Departure : 21:25 from Jammu Tawi
Arrival                                                                     : 05:55 at New Delhi
12446 Uttar Sampark Kranti Express
Departure                       : 21:50 from Jammu Tawi
Arrival                                                                     : 06:55 at New Delhi
Train 26401 - Katra to Srinagar (Morning Service)
Departure                                                                 : 8:10 AM from Katra
Arrival                                                                      : 11:10 AM at Srinagar
Intermediate Stop                                                      : Banihal at 9:58 AM
Fare:
Chair Car (CC): 715
Executive Chair Car (EC): 1,320
Booking: Available on IRCTC
Train 26403 - Katra to Srinagar (Afternoon Service)
Departure                 : 2:00 PM from Katra
Arrival                                                                           : 05:00 PM at Srinagar
Fare:
Chair Car (CC): 660
Executive Chair Car (EC): 1,270
Booking: Available on IRCTC

Jammu to Srinagar
IndiGo 10:05 AM - 10:45 AM
SpiceJet 11:10 AM - 12:00 PM
Air India Express 12:50 PM - 1:40 PM
Air India Express 1:35 PM - 2:45 PM
IndiGo 1:55 PM - 2:35 PM
IndiGo 6:40 PM - 7:20 PM
Srinagar to Jammu
IndiGo 11:45 AM - 12:35 PM
Air India Express 12:10 PM - 1:05 PM
SpiceJet 12:35 PM - 1:30 PM
Air India Express 2:20 PM - 3:35 PM
IndiGo 3:15 PM - 4:05 PM
IndiGo 5:20 PM - 6:10 PM
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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Senior BJP leader
and former Minister, Priya
Sethi on Wednesday inaugurat-
ed the Langar (community
kitchen) at Bharat Sevashram
Sangha, Panjgrain Nagrota for
devotees, marking the com-
mencement of Shri Amarnathji
Yatra 2025.  The event wit-
nessed an overwhelming spiri-
tual fervor and was graced by
several dignitaries and saints.

The Langar has been set up
to provide free meals to the pil-
grims undertaking the arduous
journey to the holy Amarnath
shrine. The inaugural ceremo-
ny was held in the august pres-
ence of Swami
Satyamitranandaji Maharaj,
Secretary of Bharat Sevashram
Sangha, Jammu Branch, and
Swami Mrinmayanandaji
Maharaj, reflecting the deep spir-
itual ethos associated with this
sacred pilgrimage. Prominent
persons present were Ashisbhai
Patel, BJP leader from
Gujarat,Brijesh Sharma, SP

Rural Jammu; Shri Vinod,
SDPO Nagrota; H.C. Katoch,
Trustee Member, Bharat
Sevashram Sangha; Thoru
Ram, Ex-Sarpanch; and other
distinguished personalities.

Priya Sethi lauded the selfless
service of BSS in organizing
the Langar and supporting
lakhs of pilgrims who arrive
from across the country and
abroad to seek blessings of
Lord Shiva. She said that such
arrangements reflect the spirit
of Atithi Devo Bhava and high-
light India's glorious tradition
of serving humanity.

Priya Sethi further appealed
to the people to come forward
and participate in the Yatra,
which is not just a pilgrimage
but a symbol of India's rich cul-
tural and religious heritage.

The event concluded with
spiritual chants and blessings
by the revered saints, invoking
divine protection for all pil-
grims embarking on the jour-
ney to the holy cave of Shri
Amarnathji.

Massive Yatra arrangements reflect
spirit of Atithi Devo Bhava: Priya Sethi

Former Minister, Priya Sethi and others at BSS Panjgrain. 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: A devotional
Bhajan titled 'Chhari Yatra
Amarnath-Tappe', dedicated to
Baba Barfani Amarnath, was
officially released today by
Prof. Umesh Rai, Vice
Chancellor, University of
Jammu, at a special event
organized by NanKesVri
Productions. Speaking on the
occasion, Prof. Umesh Rai
commended the efforts of
NanKesVri Productions and
lauded Sooraj Sharma for his
soulful rendition and commit-
ment to cultural preservation.
He said that devotional music
has the power to uplift the spir-
it and create a deep emotional
connection with our traditions.
He emphasized that the
Bhajan not only enriches our
spiritual landscape but also
showcases the vibrant cultural

diversity of Jammu and
Kashmir.  Prof. Rai further
added that such creative
works must be encouraged
and supported as they serve
as a bridge between genera-
tions-instilling pride, rever-
ence, and awareness among
the youth about the region's
sacred traditions. 

The programme was graced
by Dr. Neeraj Sharma as Guest
of Honour and Prof. Sangeeta
Gupta, Dean Planning and
Development and Prof.  Neelu
Rohmetra, Dean Research
Studies as the Special Guests.

The Bhajan has been melodi-
ously sung by Sooraj Sharma,
a noted All India Radio artist.
Music has been composed by
ASH K., and the videography
has been done by Rahul Dutta.
The song narrates the spiritual
journey of the Amarnath
Yatra, vividly portraying the

major halts along the route
from Pahalgam to the Holy
Cave, capturing both the sanc-
tity and the majestic beauty of
the pilgrimage. Sooraj
Sharma, known for his versa-
tile singing in Hindi, Dogri,
Punjabi, Kashmiri, and
Kishtwari languages,
expressed his gratitude and
explained the inspiration
behind the Bhajan. He
described it as a heartfelt trib-
ute to the journey of faith and
devotion undertaken by pil-
grims each year. Renowned
Ghazal singer Dharmesh
Nargotra, who also attended
the event, praised the produc-
tion quality and the artistic
depth of the Bhajan.

Other who attended the release
function included Pandit Sanjay
Shastri, Suresh Sharma, Sumit
Sharma, Rahul Dutta, and
Keshav Veer.

Vice Chancellor, JU releases devotional
Bhajan 'Chhari Yatra Amarnath-Tappe'

VC JU, Prof. Umesh Rai and others releasing devotional
Bhajan titled 'Chhari Yatra Amarnath-Tappe'. 

DC distributes 
sports kits under

Khelo India Initiative 

STATE TIMES NEWS
POONCH: In a significant
step towards promoting a
vibrant sports culture and nur-
turing grassroots talent, the
Deputy Commissioner
Poonch, Vikas Kundal on
Wednesday distributed sports
kits to various Khelo India cen-
tres under the Khelo India
Initiative at a dedicated event
held at the Sports Stadium,
Poonch.

The event was organized
under the aegis of the Jammu
and Kashmir Sports Council,
which continues to play a piv-
otal role in developing sports
infrastructure and encourag-
ing youth participation across
the region. The Khelo India
initiative aims to empower
local athletes by equipping
them with essential training
resources and boosting their
performance capabilities.

While addressing the gather-
ing, the DC urged the youth to
embrace sports not merely as a
recreational pursuit but as a
means to instill discipline,
maintain good health and even
represent the nation at various
levels. ADC Tahir Mustafa
Malik, Assistant
Commissioner Revenue Mohd
Sayeed, Tehsildar Haveli
Azhar Majeed, District Youth
Services and Sports Officer
(DYSSO) Mohd Qasim,
Chairman SMSMVC Tariq
Khan, Retired Manager
Nirdosh Kumar, Parink
Singh, Anchor Vijay Kumar
along with several coaches
from different sports disci-
plines and other notable fig-
ures from the district were
present on the occasion.


