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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leaders Sham
Lal Sharma, Vice-President
J&K BJP and MLA, along
with Mohan Lal Bhagat,
MLA, held a Public Darbar
at the party headquarters in
Trikuta Nagar, Jammu.

The public darbar wit-
nessed active participation
from the public, as nearly
two dozen deputations from
Jammu city and surround-
ing areas turned up to pres-
ent their grievances and
requests.

The deputations repre-
sented various segments of

society, and raised issues
related to essential services
such as Public Health
Engineering (PHE), Power
Development Department
(PDD), Revenue
Department, and Police,
along with concerns over
road conditions, water
scarcity, electricity supply,
and administrative delays in
documentation and public
schemes.

Listening patiently to each
deputation, Sham Lal
Sharma assured the people
that their concerns would be
forwarded to the concerned
authorities and followed up

rigorously. He said, "Public
outreach is the soul of a
responsive democracy. Our
government and party are
committed to providing solu-
tions, not just hearing com-
plaints. Every issue raised
today will be taken seriously
and addressed on priority."

Mohan Lal Bhagat also
emphasized the BJP's com-
mitment to grassroots
engagement. He remarked,
"People's issues are our
issues. We are working tire-
lessly to ensure the last per-
son in the line is heard and
helped. This Public Darbar
is not just a platform for
grievances, but for building
trust and accountability."

Both leaders reiterated
that BJP's focus remains on
good governance, trans-
parency, and people-first
politics. 

They communicated with
the concerned department
officials both via oral and
written media and pressed
for the immediate redressal
of the public issues.

Sham, Mohan Lal hold Public Darbar
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JAMMU: National
Conference Additional
General Secretary and former
Minister Ajay Kumar
Sadhotra today sought
strengthening internet con-
nectivity along both the Baltal
and Pahalgam routes leading
up to the holy cave shrine of
Shri Amarnathji in the South
Kashmir Himalayas, saying
that the current poor network
coverage is adversely affecting
real-time communication
between pilgrims and their
families.

In a statement issued from
Sher-e-Kashmir Bhawan
here, Sadhotra said that a reli-
able and robust communica-
tion network is not just a facil-
ity, but a necessity for a pil-
grimage of this scale and
nature, especially given the
challenging topography and
unpredictable weather condi-
tions. "Thousands of devotees
undertake this spiritually
enriching journey each year,

and uninterrupted mobile and
internet services are crucial
for their safety, mental peace,
and staying connected with
their loved ones," he said.

Sadhotra urged the Telecom
Service Providers to ensure
high quality mobile services. 

The concerns of the yatris in
this regard must be addressed
on a war footing, as they
deserve uninterrupted digital
connectivity throughout the
Yatra route from Baltal and
Pahalgam right up to the cave
shrine and back so that they
remain in touch with their
families and access updates
regarding weather and move-
ment advisories, he added.

He said that a dependable
network is imperative not only
for the pilgrims' convenience
but also for efficient coordina-
tion among administrative,
health, and security agencies
deployed en route. 

He said that at a time when
digital infrastructure has
become a basic necessity, poor

connectivity can compromise
both safety and the overall pil-
grimage experience.

"Let us not forget that the
Amarnath Yatra is not just a
journey of faith but a national
spiritual event that reflects
rich pluralistic and devotional
ethos. It is, therefore, the
responsibility of all stakehold-
ers especially the administra-
tion and service providers to
ensure that the pilgrims carry
back pleasant, safe, and
unforgettable memories of
their spiritual odyssey," he
said. 

He lauded the efforts of the
administration for tirelessly
facilitating the annual pil-
grimage in a big way.

Sadhotra also prayed for a
successful, smooth, and has-
sle-free conduct of the ongo-
ing Shri Amarnathji Yatra,
expressing hope that the
spirit of service and devotion
would guide the efforts of all
those involved in managing
the Yatra.

Sadhotra seeks strengthening of internet connectivity
on Baltal, Pahalgam routes for smooth Amarnath Yatra

MLAs Sham Lal Sharma and Mohan Lal Bhagat listening 
to public issues.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Dogra
Brahmin Pratinidhi Sabha
(DBPS), Jammu, in collabo-
ration with various social and
religious organizations, paid
rich tributes to Swami
Vivekananda on his death
anniversary (Nirvan Diwas)
at a solemn function held at
the Sabha premises today.
The event brought together
community leaders, activists,
and devotees to remember
and honor the life, teachings,
and enduring legacy of one of
India's greatest spiritual
leaders.

Speaking on the occasion,
Ved Parkash Sharma,
President of DBPS,
described Swami
Vivekananda as a spiritual
force who conquered the
world with his wisdom and
universal message. "I bow to
Swami Vivekananda on his
Nirvan Diwas. His thoughts
and ideals remain an inspira-
tion for everyone devoted to
serving our nation," Sharma
said.

Former Deputy
Commissioner B.S. Jamwal,
DBPS Chairman Advocate
P.C. Sharma, NMC
President Subash Shastri,
and Bawa Bhairdev Sathan
Trust General Secretary
Ramesh Sharma also shared
their thoughts on the teach-
ings and struggles of Swami
Vivekananda. 

They emphasized that
every Indian must strive to
incorporate discipline, spiri-
tuality, and service into their
daily lives, following the

model set by Swami. The
speakers collectively observed
that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, through his
vision and leadership, is
walking on the path shown
by Swami Vivekananda, and
they expressed confidence
that India is poised to
emerge as a global power by
adhering to his teachings.

Other prominent figures

who paid tribute included
N.C. Sharma, M.L. Sharma,
Saty?nand Sharma,
Advocate Chander Mohan
Sharma, Soujanya Sharma,
M.L. Padha, Barita Ram
Sharma, Shiv Ram Sharma,
Gurdas Sharma, Rajesh
Sharma, Prem Balotra, Ritiz
Khajuria, Yash Pal Khajuria,
Davinder Sharma (Baboo),
Jagan Nath Sharma, K.L.

Sharma, Som Nath Sharma,
Sat Pal Sharma, Mahesh
Sharma, Kuldeep Shukla,
Sanjiv Kerni, Kewal Krishan
Sharma, and several others.

All participants collectively
appealed to the masses to fol-
low the path of Swami
Vivekananda, embracing
humanity, brotherhood, and
spiritual growth as guiding
values in everyday life.
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JAMMU: Rajya Sabha
Member of Parliament Gulam
Ali Khatana extended
his heartfelt congratu-
lations to Constable
Ishaq Choudhary
Chechi, affectionately
known as Lallu
Pehlwan, on winning
the gold medal at the
prestigious World
Police & Fire Games
held in the United
States. Hailing from
Bathindi, Jammu,
Lallu Pehlwan's
remarkable achieve-
ment has brought immense
pride to the nation, especially to
Jammu & Kashmir and the
Gujjar community. His tri-
umph in the international
wrestling arena marks a his-
toric milestone, showcasing
both skill and dedication. 
In a statement, MP Khatana
lauded the wrestler's dedication
and performance, calling it a
"shining legacy in international
wrestling." He said, "This is a

proud moment not just for
Bathindi, but for the entire
nation. Lallu Pehlwan has

proven that talent from
Jammu & Kashmir can shine
on the global stage."

The World Police & Fire
Games are a globally recog-
nized platform, attracting top
law enforcement and fire-
fighting athletes from around
the world. Constable Ishaq
Choudhary's gold medal is a
testament to the unwavering
spirit and excellence of India's
police force.

Golden Glory for Jammu's Lallu Pehlwan at
WPG, USA: Khatana applauds historic feat

DBPS, social organizations pay tributes to
Swami Vivekananda on his death anniversary
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JAMMU: In a continued
effort to deepen community
engagement and combat the
growing menace of drug
abuse, Jammu Police, South
Zone convened a Police
Community Partnership
Group (PCPG) meeting at
Bhour Camp Chatha,
chaired by SP City South.

The meeting witnessed
active participation from
local residents, civil society
members, youth and senior
citizens who raised several
specific concerns related to
drug abuse, especially
among vulnerable youth.
Key issues highlighted
included the easy availabili-
ty of illicit tablets and illegal
resale of alcohol.
Participants also expressed
frustration over repeat
offenders being granted bail
quickly, which weakens the
community's trust in the
system. A powerful street
play titled "Dastak", per-
formed by Inquilabi Natak
Manch, served as a focal
point of the program. The
play portrayed the devastat-
ing impact of drug addiction
on families, highlighted the
consequences of alcohol
abuse, and strongly con-
demned pop songs that glo-

rify gangster culture and
drug use, which have a dam-
aging influence on impres-
sionable minds.

Responding to public con-
cerns, the chairing officer,
SP South, delivered a
thought-provoking address,
stating:

"The drug problem is not
merely a social evil but a cal-
culated strategy of uncon-
ventional warfare designed
to destroy the very fabric of
our society. Alongside con-
ventional and sub-conven-
tional threats like militancy,
drug infiltration is part of a
broader effort to destabilize
communities from within."

The officer also appealed
to families to remain vigi-
lant and emotionally sup-
portive of their children,
emphasizing that strong

homes can prevent vulnera-
ble youth from falling prey
to drugs.

Addressing the issue of
repeat offenders and quick
bail, the officer clarified that
while police act swiftly to
arrest and present offenders
in court, judicial decisions
on bail lie beyond police con-
trol. He assured the public
that the police would take up
the issue through legal chan-
nels and recommend denial
of bail for repeat drug
offenders under stringent
provisions of the NDPS Act.

In response to the concern
raised by a local resident,
regarding the illegal sale of
liquor and prescription
drugs, a formal letter has
been issued to SHO PS
Satwari and ICPP Chatha,
directing immediate verifi-

cation and action against
such unlawful activities.

In view of ongoing
SANJY-25, the participants
were sensitized about the
importance of community
vigilance and were encour-
aged to remain alert to their
surroundings. They were
advised to report any suspi-
cious activities, unknown
persons, or suspected sub-
stances to the nearest police
station 

The event concluded with a
reaffirmation of Jammu
Police's commitment to a
drug-free society, and a call
to all stakeholders to work
hand-in-hand in this collec-
tive battle against narcotics
and moral decay.

Police organizes PCPG meet to
strengthen fight against drug abuse

SP South Ajay Sharma speaking at PCPG meeting.
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JAMMU: MR DIY, one of
Asia's leading home improve-
ment retailers, continues its
rapid expansion across India
with the launch of its first
store in Jammu. 
Located at Jewel Chowk, the
new store brings MR DIYs
unmatched variety, unbeat-
able prices, and everyday
convenience to the heart of
Jammu city.

With a global footprint
spanning 14 countries with
4,500+ stores and presence
in over 100+ cities across 12
states in India and, MR DIY
is committed to making qual-
ity products affordable and
accessible for Indian families
from all walks of life. 

From daily-use essentials to
smart home upgrades, the
brand promises value-for-
money in every aisle no com-
promises.

MR DIY India recently
announced acclaimed
Bollywood actor Rajkummar
Rao as its official brand
ambassador. Known for his
authentic and versatile on-
screen presence, Rajkummar
embodies the values of MR
DIY smart choices, relatabil-
ity, and everyday excellence. 

Spanning over 5,650 sq. ft.,
the Jewel Chowk store hous-
es an extensive collection
across categories including
household, home décor, sta-
tionery, fashion accessories,
toys, tech accessories, festive
décor, and more all under one

roof. 
Whether you're looking to

organize your kitchen, deco-
rate your living space, pick
up school supplies, or find a
quirky gift on a budget,
MR.DIY has something for
everyone at prices that are
hard to beat.

To celebrate its grand open-
ing, MR DI Y is hosting spe-
cial giveaways and fun-filled
activities. Shoppers who
spend Rs 1,000 or more will
receive a complimentary MR
DIY water bottle. 

Adding to the festive spirit,
customers can also enjoy free
popcorn and live music from
4th to 6th July as part of the
launch festivities.

The new Jammu store is
designed to deliver a con-
venient, family-friendly
shopping experience, with
its well-organized layout,
friendly staff, and consis-
tently affordable prices
making it a go-to destina-
tion for every member of
the household.

Jammu gets first MR DIY Store 

Drug Peddler
nabbed with heroin
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Nowabad Police
on Friday arrested a drug
peddler and seized 5.88
grams of heroin-like sub-
stance. 

On July 2, during Naka
duty near Puran Nagar, offi-
cials of PP Talab Tillo inter-
cepted a vehicle (JK20B-
7053) driven by Hashim Ali
of Belicharana, who
attempted to flee. A swift
response led to the recovery
of narcotics hidden under
the driver's seat. FIR No.
92/2025 under NDPS Act
was registered at PS
Nowabad. The operation was
led by PSI Paramjeet Singh
under Insp. Deepak
Pathania, DSP Farha
Nishat, and SP City North
Vivek Shekhar. Further
investigation is ongoing.


