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Remain calm, serene, always in command of yourself.
You will then find out how easy it is to get along.

-Paramahansa Yogananda

As per resolution adopted by United Nations in
2011, it was decided to observe International
Friendship Day annually on July 30. It was fur-

ther decided to forge a strong bond of friendship among
people of various countries irrespective of their race,
colour, gender, religion, ethnicity and other such factors.
Perhaps, friendship could be summarized as a 'bond that
is boundless'. The virtue of friendship has been appreci-
ated by one and all over the world. Friendship is a faith-
ful and loyal relationship between two or more person
living anywhere in the world. We cannot leave our whole
life alone and need a faithful relationship to someone to
live happily called friends. Friendship is universal, and
with social media so present nowadays it's hard not to
stay close and up to date with those special people, even
if they don't live in the same town anymore. Everyone
needs a good and loyal friend to share bad or good life
events, enjoy happy moments and share unbearable
events of the life. Emphasizing on the importance of
friendship, the great ancient Greek Philosopher and sci-
entist exclaimed, "Man is by nature a social animal; an
individual who is unsocial naturally and not accidental-
ly is either beneath our notice or more than human.
Society is something that precedes the individual.
Anyone who either cannot lead the common life or is so
self-sufficient as not to need to, and therefore does not
partake of society, is either a beast or a god. "

There are people to whom friendship is everything.
Without a friend, life becomes unbearable for them. A
saviour in troubled times, a friend in need becomes an
invaluable asset. It is a nice experience to cherish mem-
ories of those occasions when a friend made a change in
one's life with a timely act. Devoting a day to such nice
people in one's life is an idea worth celebrating. And,
many people have already embraced the idea. According
to the great Roman Statesman Cicero "Friendship
increases happiness and diminishes misery by doubling
our joy and dividing our grief". It is said that
"Friendship brings many joys." This is because, friend-
ship is the silken tie of love and esteem which binds two
persons usually unrelated by blood. It is a priceless pos-
session of man which imparts sweetness to life. It is a
blessing; a few of us have been favoured with. A friend
is a gift from God, because a real friend is a rare for-
tune. It is said that prosperity gains friends while adver-
sity tries them. Friends who stand by us in weal and
woes are, indeed, our true friends. A true friend never
flatters us but gives us honest advice even though it may
hurt us. 

The main purpose of International Friendship Day is
to promote the concept of friendship across different
backgrounds and cultures in order to promote peace all
over the world. It is also for reminding the general pub-
lic of the importance of maintaining friendship and
making new friends for improving* the overall well-
being of a person. The International Day of Friendship
is an important opportunity to confront the misunder-
standings and distrust that underlie so many of the ten-
sions and conflicts in today's world. It is a reminder that
human solidarity is essential to promoting lasting peace
and fostering sustainable development. Getting a best
friend in the life is very hard for everyone and if one gets
it, he/she is really bestowed with the true love of God.
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The government servants, irrespective of their
rank and cadre, take an oath of allegiance to
the constitution of India in the prescribed form

which read I, ..., do swear/ solemnly affirm that I will
be faithful and bear true allegiance to the constitu-
tion of India as by law established, that I withhold the
sovereignty and integrity of India, and that I will
carry out the duties of my office loyally, honestly and
with impartiality but in practice the attitude and
behavior  of majority of our public servants and
bureaucrats is seen quite topsy-turvy  of what they
have pledged, especially when a complainer or the suf-
ferer explains or unfolds his problems before them.
Instead of listening to them patiently and addressing
their problems, the complainer has to bear the wrath
of these public servants. They feel quite comfortable
so long as they are gossiping with their friends and
colleagues or with some lactating political leaders in
their retiring rooms but get infuriated the moment
they find solicitant praying  for justice or for the
solution of his genuine problems. Scared of the wrath
and harsh behavior of some administrators and that
of the bureaucrats, the gullible people prefer suffer-
ing due to the injustice meted out to them than bear
the wrath and inviting the trouble for them and their
families later on.

A solicitant to these public servants is like a red rag
to a bull.  It is  often experienced during the public
administration meets and public durbars chaired by
the officer of the nodal departments where only the
pro establishment speakers from  the Block and dis-
trict development councils are given time for high-
lighting the hypothetical problems of the people,
while the   genuine, actual and the ground level  prob-
lems are not touched at all. A person who dares high-
light the collective problems of the people is either not
allowed or authoritatively interrupted and snubbed
while speaking.

These tendencies of our nodal officers  negate the
very purpose of these durbars and the Block divas
aimed at taking the governance to the portals of the
public. 

These durbars are losing the importance and inter-
est of the people day by day because these durbars
and meets have become a formality to carry out and
not a platform for addressing the public grievances.
It is therefore suggested that the government should
devise and conduct special orientation courses for our
officers and the administrative agencies which can
bring about decency, humility in their behavior and
attitude towards the people and help developing skill
of public dealing so that they can inculcate the habits
which help make them smooth spoken and affable for
the society. 

Our administrators and the bureaucrats should
always keep one thing in mind that they are the pub-
lic servants from whose pocket they get handsome
salaries every month otherwise Back to Village,
Public Darbars and public administrative meets sans
public care and co-operation is meaningless.

Highlighting problems
equals to inviting trouble
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Gone are the good days of the yester years when healthy and
fruitful deliberations and discussions which where advanta-
geous to the country were the rule and not exception and such

debates and discussions were taking place and more business used
to be transacted and it enhanced the prestige of the parliament and
such debates and discussions are today missing and it is a matter of
serious concern for the government and people. It is so unfortunate
that the august parliament resembles a place of a street quarrel and
necessary steps need to be taken to resurrect the good image of the
parliament of yester years and the parliamentarians of all the polit-
ical parties should play their constructive role to improve the image
and status of the parliament. What is happening these days in the
parliament is not in any way in the interest of the functioning of a
healthy and vibrant democracy. It is very disturbing that the temple
of democracy, the parliament which is the highest forum for healthy
debates, discussions and deliberations has been reduced to a position
of a fish market where only disruptions and very less discussions are
taking place. The monsoon session of the parliament has com-
menced with the very disturbing phenomena where there seems to
be the danger of the washing away of this session without transact-
ing the major and fruitful business and it is a matter of serious con-
cern. It is so bad that the opposition members of the Lok Sabha and
the Raj Sabha were indulging in indiscipline and were creating
ruckus and were rushing to the well of the both Houses. Four
Congress Lok Sabha members were protesting against the rising
prices with pla-cards in their hands and they did not heed to the
instructions of the speaker and were given last warning but they did
not mend their behavior and thus they were suspended for the whole
monsoon session on 25th July by the chair. This was done by the
speaker to ensure proper and disruption less working of the lower
house which is necessary for transacting the business of the house
and allow free and frank discussion on the bills introduced. There
was not only pandemonium in the Lok Sabha only but the noisy
scenes and disruptions were seen in the upper house as well were the
congress and some other opposition members were creating disrup-
tions and were not allowing the Raj Sabha to function smoothly. The
noisy scenes and disruptions were taking place in the upper house
and the congress and some other opposition members were not
allowing the smooth working of the house. Some opposition mem-
bers were seen on their toes and were making indiscipline in the
august house and were making the transacting of the business and
conducting of the Raj Sabha proceedings difficult. Thus the chair-
man of the upper house suspended 19 opposition members for the
remaining time of the week for their unruly behavior and indiscipline
in the upper house The suspended members included TMC mem-
bers as well and a Trinmool congress member said that the chair has
suspended democracy and parliament has been turned into a blind
well due to the suspension of the Raj Sabha members. These suspen-
sions of the Lok Sabha and Raj Sabha members of the parliament
have been done for disciplining the unruly members and to ensure
the smooth functioning of the both houses of the parliament. The
disruptions and creating of noisy scenes and indiscipline in the func-
tioning and proceedings of the both houses of the parliament has in
fact become a rule and practice rather than an exception because of
the unruly behavior of the parliamentarians. Many man days are
lost due to the obdurate behavior of the members of the lower house
and the upper house. Besides crores of the taxpayers money is lost
which are paid to the members as salary and other perks and this
money goes waste because the proceedings of the parliament is not
held smoothly and required business of forming laws gets disrupted
due to the indiscipline and un parliamentary behavior of the mem-
bers of the parliament. The disruptions result in the obstructing of

the proceedings of the both houses of the parliament and also lead
to non transacting of the business. Thus the disruptions and noisy
scenes and obstructing of the parliament proceedings result in not
passing of the laws which are important for the country. It has been
seen that enough of the precious time of the parliamentarians is lost
due to unnecessary disruptions and creating of ruckus in the houses
of the parliament which leads to non passage of the bills which are
important for the country. It is the experience that sometimes many
days of the parliament session are lost without transacting any busi-
ness and this is a big loss to the country and the taxpayer. In good
olden days the parliament proceedings were conducted in very
smooth manner and there were healthy and fruitful debates and
decorum in the proceedings of the parliament. In those days the peo-
ple were not viewing the proceedings of the parliament but these
days the proceedings and functioning of the parliament is telecasted
and people see all the proceedings. So the parliamentarians should
conduct themselves well and show decorum and discipline while the
proceedings are being conducted and the indiscipline and unruly
behavior should not dent the image of the parliament and so the par-
liament members should show utmost discipline while taking part in
the working of the parliament so that the image of the parliament is
kept high. For this it is incumbent upon the members of the parlia-
ment that they give their cooperation and corroborate with the treas-
ury benched so that the business of the parliament is carried smooth-
ly  and the necessary bills are passed after fruitful discussion and
debate. It is a matter of concern that instead of fruitful debate, dis-
cussion and deliberations, much of the time of the parliament is lost
in disruptions and leveling of charges and counter charges by the
members and this is a sad reflection on the functioning of the par-
liamentary democracy. Debate and difference of opinion is the
essence of the democracy and seasoned debates and discussions on
the public issues and questions are necessary for the parliament
functioning and without debates, discussions and healthy criticism
of the functioning of the government in parliament, democracy loos-
es all sheen and thus fruitful debates and discussions are necessary
for the working of the parliament. But it is very unbecoming and
unwelcome that the functioning and proceedings of the parliament
is obstructed for days together and it leads to enormous losses to the
country as the business of the parliament is sometimes washed due
to the indiscipline and unruly behavior of the parliament members.
The proceedings of both the houses of parliament have been
adjourned till Monday on 29th July because of the continuous
commotion on the issue of disrespect shown to the President
Drapudi Murmu by Congress MP Adhir Ranjan Chowdary and
Sonia Gandhi which is very unbecoming. The adjournment of the
parliament so often is no sign of the vibrancy of our democracy.
Therefore what is needed that the parliament should be allowed
to function smoothly and all public issues and questions should
be raised and no noisy scenes should be created as it tarnishes
the image of the parliament and parliamentarians. Parliament is
a place where questions are asked by the members from the gov-
ernment and ministers reply to the questions of the parliament
members and this question-answer session of the parliament
should be held smoothly and responsibility for the smooth work-
ing of the parliament rests on the treasury and opposition bench-
es. To conclude, it can be said that it is very unfortunate that the
disruption instead of discussion and healthy debate is becoming
a practice rather than exception. There is utmost need that the
parliamentarians should maintain decorum and discipline so
that the image of the parliament will get a boost and proceedings
are held smoothly for the healthy functioning of the parliamen-
tary democracy.

(The  author  is  a  Columnist  and  Social-AActivist).

No discussions but only disruptions in Parliament


