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STATE TIMES NEWS 
SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha on Wednesday said  that
people's participation is vital, insepara-
ble part of a seamless and robust gover-
nance system, besides removing social
ills from the society.

The Lt Governor was interacting with
the applicants of JK-IGRAMS during
the "LG's Mulaqaat- Live Public
Grievance Hearing" at the Civil
Secretariat, where he called upon the
people to work hand in hand with
administration for a decisive war
against drug abuse in J&K.

The Lt Governor observed that a size-
able percentage of complaints from pub-

lic are being resolved promptly through
LG's Mulaqaat.

'It shows the trust and confidence of
public and integrity, transparency and
fairness of the officers responsible for
addressing the complaints', he added.

The Lt Governor directed the Deputy
Commissioners and Superintendents of
Police to intensify their efforts against
drug peddlers with the help of local res-
idents. He further asked the Deputy
Commissioners to maintain digital
records of their meetings with public
and submit the action taken report on
the grievances received periodically.

'Officers at the helm should monitor
the working of their subordinates and

officials working at the ground level
ensuring effective public delivery system
while focusing on complete saturation of
flagship schemes' benefits, the Lt
Governor further said.

During the interaction with randomly
selected applicants from across the UT,
it was observed that most of their griev-
ances filed on JK-IGRAMS portal had
already been resolved, for which the
respective applicants expressed their
gratitude towards the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor sought the details of
the grievances from the concerned
Deputy Commissioners, besides specific
timelines for the redressal of the same.
He also directed the concerned
Secretaries to proactively monitor and
speed up the resolution of grievances as
per the laid rules and provisions.

The grievance of one Saqib Manzoor
from Pulwama was addressed on the
spot as the Lt Governor assured him of
the installation of synthetic turf volley-
ball court at High School, Tahab.

On the grievance of Mohd Yaseen from
Reasi regarding laying of new water
pipelines in his area, the Lt Governor
said the pipelines would be laid under
JJM soon. Shahid Ahmed from Poonch
was informed that his grievance regard-
ing the strengthen

STATE TIMES NEWS 
RAJOURI/JAMMU: Army
on Wednesday said a "sinister
attempt" by Pakistan to dis-
turb peace in Jammu region
was scuttled with successful
elimination within 48 hours
of two infiltration attempts
by terrorists along the Line
of Control (LoC) in
Naushera sector of Rajouri
district.

The back-to-back infiltra-
tion bids on August 21 and
22 in Jhangar and Lam
areas, resulted in the killing
of two terrorists and arrest of
a notorious terrorist guide
who was assigned the task by
a senior officer of Pakistan's
intelligence agency to lead a
group into this side to carry-
out an attack on an army
post, Army's 80 Infantry
Brigade Commander,
Brigadier Kapil Rana said.

It is the direct pointer
towards our adversary across
our western borders and sin-
ister attempt to disrupt
peace in Rajouri and Jammu
region, he said.

However, he said the securi-
ty forces deployed on the
LoC are fully alert to defeat
any nefarious designs of the
adversary and maintain
peace and tranquillity in
Jammu region.

Briefing the media about
the two successful operations
in Naushera sector of
Rajouri, the officer said the
first attempt was made on
August 21 when alert sol-
diers deployed in Jhangar
spotted movement of two to
three terrorists from across
the LoC in the early hours.

One terrorist came close to
the Indian post and tried to
cut the fence, when he was
challenged by alert sentries.
The terrorist trying to flee,
however, was brought down
by effective fire, incapacitat-
ing him, he said.

He said two terrorists who
were hiding behind, fled the
area by taking cover of dense
forest and broken ground.
The injured Pakistani terror-
ist was captured alive 

STATE TIMES NEWS 
SRINAGAR: Chief
Secretary Dr Arun Kumar
Mehta on Wednesday
launched here the web portal
(e-Market) for sale of mining
material in the UT of J&K.

On the occasion the Chief
Secretary enjoined upon the
officers of the Geology
&Mining Department to
ensure that the construction
material is readily available
to the customers on the
already approved rates. He
asked the Department to
make this process hassle free
so that the customers finds it
easy and reliable to use.

Dr Mehta maintained that
the step is highly appreciable

for it would help in checking
the illegal mining besides
allowing the customers to
find material on competitive
rates with access to vast
market from the comforts of
their homes. He asked the
Department to make the por-
tal the best way to fetch the
mined material for different
developmental purposes.

The Chief Secretary also
directed the Deputy
Commissioners to monitor
the process and see that
there is no overcharging or
scarcity of such materials in
the market. He asked them
to submit daily reports in
this regard. He also

STATE TIMES NEWS 
SRINAGAR: Police on
Wednesday carried out raids
at the residences of three
lawyers, including former
J&K High Court Bar
Association President Mian
Abdul Qayoom, and seized
digital devices, bank state-
ments and other documents
as part of the probe into the
killing of an advocate two
years ago.

"Srinagar police conducting
searches at residence of Adv
Mian Qayoom, Adv Manzoor
Dar and Adv Muzzaffar
Mohd in connection with fur-
ther #investigation of
#murder of Adv Babar

Qadri, FIR No 62/2020 of
PS Lal Bazar," Additional
Director General of Police
(ADGP), Kashmir Zone,
Vijay Kumar said in a tweet.

A police spokesman said all

legal formalities were fol-
lowed during the searches at
four locations -- two in
Barzulla, one each in Brein-
Nishat and Maisuma 

STATE TIMES NEWS 
JAMMU: Taking serious
note of frequent blocking of a
vital bridge by protesters in
support of their demands,
authorities in Jammu on
Wednesday imposed a ban on
assembly of unauthorized
gathering on all the four
bridges over river Tawi.

District Magistrate,
Jammu, Avny Lavasa said
the imposition of restrictions
under prohibitory orders
shall be effective for a period
of two months with immedi-
ate effect.

The general public or any
member thereof is completely
prohibited from holding ral-

lies, protests or dharnas and
making speeches in and
around all the four Tawi
Bridges, Lavasa said in her
order.

However, she said the order
will not apply to police or
paramilitary or armed forces
of the Union or any other
Government servant on offi-
cial duties and processions or
rallies for which prior per-
mission in writing by the
District Magistrate or
Additional Magistrate or
Sub-Divisional Magistrate
has been granted.

Citing a 2020 ruling of
Supreme Court that the
occupation of public ways for

protests is not acceptable
and the administration
should take action to keep
such areas clear of encroach-
ments or obstructions,
Lavasa said allowing unruly
and illegal gatherings on
bridges and roads are a seri-
ous threat to peace, order
and harmony in the district.

She said it has been
observed that multiple
organisations or groups or
individuals try to hold
protests, rallies and dharnas
at Tawi bridges, thereby
causing obstruction and
grave inconvenience to the
general public as the

Bodies of two terrorists
killed along LoC in
Rajouri recovered

STATE TIMES NEWS 
JAMMU: The Army on
Wednesday recovered the
bodies of two terrorists who
were killed along the Line of
Control (LoC) in Jammu
and Kashmir's Rajouri dis-
trict, officials said.

The two terrorists were
killed on the intervening
night of Monday and
Tuesday when Army person-
nel foiled their bid to infil-
trate into this side of the
LoC in the Nowshera sector.

The bodies of two terrorists
were recovered during a
search operation, an army
officer said. One AK rifle,
ammunition and 

STATE TIMES NEWS 
KATHUA/JAMMU: A
Special Police Officer (SPO)
who allegedly bludgeoned
his pregnant wife to death
was arrested in Kathua dis-
trict of Jammu and
Kashmir, police said on
Wednesday.

SPO Mohan Lal, who was
posted in district police lines
Kathua and was on leave for
the past three days, brutally
killed his wife Asha Devi
(32), a mother of two
daughters, at their Dharalta
residence in the Billawar
area on Tuesday morning
following an argument over
some family matter, officials
said.

Taking serious note of the
incident, Senior
Superintendent of Police,
Kathua, Ramesh Chander

Kotwal constituted a Special
Investigation Team (SIT)
headed by a deputy superin-
tendent of police to arrest
the accused who had fled the
scene after committing the
crime.

"The absconding SPO was
arrested and further investi-
gation is going on," Kotwal
said.

The officials said Lal was
arrested from the Billawar
area late Tuesday night and
is being questioned by
police.

An agitated mob had
torched the house of the
SPO before the situation
was brought under control
by the police on Tuesday,
they said. The woman was
eight months pregnant and
her baby had also died in her
womb.

STATE TIMES NEWS 
SRINAGAR: The National
Conference on Wednesday
gave a clear indication that it
will contest all the 90 seats in
the Jammu and Kashmir
assembly on its own and not
in alliance with other mem-
bers of the five-party PAGD
alliance.

In a major political devel-
opment ahead of the elec-
tions expected to be held
after November this year, the
Kashmir provincial commit-
tee of the party unanimously
passed a resolution resolving
that the National Conference
(NC) "should prepare and
fight all the 90 seats".

Party vice president Omar

Abdullah, General Secretary
Ali Mohammed Sagar and
virtually the entire leader-
ship from the Kashmir
region attended the meeting
at the NC headquarters after
which the resolution was
passed.

Besides the NC, the
Peoples' Alliance for Gupkar
Declaration (PAGD), which
was formed on August 4,
2019, comprises the PDP,
CPM, Awami National
Conference and CPI. During
the 2020 District
Development Council elec-
tions, the alliance contested
and won 110 seats out of 280
with the NC winning

259 new COVID cases
reported in J&K

STATE TIMES NEWS 
SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir registered 259
fresh COVID cases on
Wednesday, taking the infec-
tion tally in the union terri-
tory to 4,76,703 while no
fresh death due to the
Coronavirus was reported,
officials said here.

Twenty one cases were
reported from Jammu divi-
sion and 238 cases were
reported from Kashmir val-
ley, the officials said here.

The death toll due to the
virus was 4779 as no fresh
death was reported from the
union territory, the officials
said.

There are 2,169 active
cases of the disease in the
union territory, while the
number of recoveries has
reached 4,69,755, the offi-
cials said.

The officials said there
were 51 confirmed cases of
mucormycosis (black fun-
gus).

Meanwhile, Ladakh has
reported three new cases

STATE TIMES NEWS 
JAMMU: Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh High
Court held that a temporary
Govt servant has no right to
hold the post and his or her
services are liable to be ter-
minated by giving him one
month's notice without
assigning any reason either
under terms of the contract
providing for such termina-
tion or under the relevant
statutory rules regulating
terms and conditions of tem-
porary Govt. servants. This
significant judgment has
been passed by Justice
Sindhu Sharma in a petition
filed by one Amit Sharma,
seeking quashment of order
No. CMO/P/ NHM/ACTT/

1163-68 dated 06.02.2021
wherein engagement for post
of X-ray Technician in
Community Health Centre
Mandi was cancelled. A
direction was also sought to
the respondents to allow peti-
tioner to continue his duties
as X-ray Technician in CHC
Mandi.

During the course of hear-
ing, counsel for petitioner
submitted that the petitioner
had participated in selection
process, fulfilled all the con-
ditions as raised by the
respondents and now has
been terminated before the
expiry of the period of con-
tract on the grounds that
recruitment was against
norms of NHM.

Justice Sindhu Sharma
after hearing both sides
observed that the fact of the
matter is that there was no
post of X-ray Technician
available at CHC Mandi, as
such, the entire process of
selection was against norms
of NHM. The petitioner
though was thus appointed
on a post against the norms
of NHM, though, regular
selection was held. The term
of contract specifically con-
tained that the services of the
petitioner are terminable on
either side by prior notice of
one month, even if the notice
was given then also, the
respondents were well within
their rights to terminate
services and there would

have been no change in cir-
cumstances. Justice Sindhu
Sharma further observed
that the right of an employer
to terminate services of an
employee in accordance with
the terms of his employment
is inherent and well recog-
nized by law.

While dismissing the peti-
tion, Justice Sindhu Sharma
observed that the period of
contract for which petition-
er's services were hired
stands expired on
31.03.2021 and admittedly,
there was no post for CHC
Mandi and also Gourav
Sharma, who was earlier
working at CHC Mandi was
reverted back to work

Army cautions against sale of outfits resembling
combat uniforms to public in J&K

JAMMU: In the interest of national security, the army on
Wednesday cautioned against unauthorised sale of outfits
resembling its combat uniforms to the public, an official said.

The Northern Army Command, along with the police, have
already carried out a chain of awareness campaigns in
Udhampur city in order to dissuade sellers from trading
unauthorised uniforms, he said.

The measure has been initiated as easy access to the Indian
Army uniforms in open markets causes a potential threat to
the security of military establishments and their personnel,
public relations officer for the Northern Command said.

"Now, the Indian Army has chalked out plans to take tough
action against the dealers who are 

STATE TIMES NEWS 
NEW DELHI: Not a single
brick can be laid without col-
lusion of local police and the
m u n i c i p a l
authorities,
the Supreme
C o u r t
We d n e s d a y
said while
voicing con-
cern over
unauthorised
constructions
in the national capital.

The top court said there
should be judicial scrutiny of
these matters and said it
would constitute a judicial
committee of two retired
judges to deal with the deci-
sions of the monitoring com-
mittee, formed to check ille-
gal constructions.

"Unauthorised construc-

tions go in a collaborative
exercise between the authori-
ties and infringer, escalating
the cost for the person who

has made it.
R a m p a n t
construction
is going on
and no brick
can be laid
without local
p o l i c e
authorities
and the

municipal authorities collud-
ing.

"Try to lay brick and they
will come to your place.
Whoever is in charge of that
area, they have introduced a
system of change. Every few
months they change depend-
ing on the lucrative posting,"
a bench of Justices S K 

STATE TIMES NEWS 
NEW DELHI: J&K
Tourism has bagged an
award for promotion of off
destinations at the national
level at the Outlook Traveller
Awards-2022.

The award was presented
by Union Minister for
Tourism & Culture, G Kisan
Reddy to Secretary, Tourism,
Sarmad Hafeez at a glitter-
ing function here on Tuesday
this evening.

The award was given to the
Tourism Department for pro-
moting Gurez in the category
of offbeat tourism destina-
tions. J&K Tourism also
bagged the award for adven-
ture tourism at Gulmarg.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Union Tourism Minister
said it was satisfying to note

that tourism in J&K has seen
a turnaround in the last two
years and the tourist arrivals
this year have crossed a
record number. He said
under the new film policy,
shooting of films in J&K has
been revived and is being
incentivized.

Complimenting the organ-
izers for holding the award
ceremony, Mr. Reddy said
this would certainly encour-
age the best practices in the
tourism sector. He also com-
plimented the States and
UTs which bagged the
awards saying it would go a
long way in encouraging and
promoting tourism in the
country.

The Union Minister said an
environment of tourist activi-
ties is prevailing in the coun-

try and the Union
Government is taking steps
to further strengthen the sec-
tor. He said the Government
is contemplating to bring
National Tourism Policy in
the next budget session.

Earlier, participating in
various panel discussions,
Sarmad Hafeez dwelt in
detail about the measures
taken by the J&K adminis-
tration in broadening the
canvas of tourist destinations
and attractions across J&K.
He said due to the sustained
and coordinated efforts of
the Tourism Department and
stakeholders this year J&K
saw record tourist arrivals in
many decades.

Director, Tourism,
Kashmir, Dr. G N Itoo 
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