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There is not enough funding for basic sciences
in India. We have to invest in a big way, and I
am pushing that idea. -A. P. J. Abdul Kalam

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change, Government of India has published the
Battery Waste Management Rules, 2022 on 24th

August, 2022 to ensure environmentally sound manage-
ment of waste batteries. Notification of these rules is a
transformative step towards implementation of the
announcement made by Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi in his address to the Nation on Independence Day
on 15th August, 2021 to promote Circular Economy in
full earnest. New rules will replace Batteries
(Management and Handling) Rules, 2001.  The rules
cover all types of batteries, viz. Electric Vehicle batter-
ies, portable batteries, automotive batteries and indus-
trial batteries. 

The rules function based on the concept of Extended
Producer Responsibility (EPR) where the producers
(including importers) of batteries are responsible for col-
lection and recycling/refurbishment of waste batteries
and use of recovered materials from wastes into new bat-
teries. EPR mandates that all waste batteries to be col-
lected and sent for recycling/refurbishment, and its pro-
hibits disposal in landfills and incineration. To meet the
EPR obligations, producers may engage themselves or
authorise any other entity for collection, recycling or
refurbishment of waste batteries. The rules will enable
setting up a mechanism and centralized online portal for
exchange of EPR certificates between producers and
recyclers/refurbishers to fulfil the obligations of produc-
ers.  The rules promote setting up of new industries and
entrepreneurship in collection and recycling/refurbish-
ment of waste batteries.  

Mandating the minimum percentage of recovery of
materials from waste batteries under the rules will bring
new technologies and investment in recycling and refur-
bishment industry and create new business opportuni-
ties. Prescribing the use of certain amount of recycled
materials in making of new batteries will reduce the
dependency on new raw materials and save natural
resources.  Online registration & reporting, auditing, and
committee for monitoring the implementation of rules
and to take measures required for removal of difficulties
are salient features of rules for ensuring effective imple-
mentation and compliance. On the principle of Polluter
Pays Principle, environmental compensation will be
imposed for non-fulfilment of Extended Producer
Responsibility targets, responsibilities and obligations
set out in the rules. The funds collected under environ-
mental compensation shall be utilised in collection and
refurbishing or recycling of uncollected and non-recycled
waste batteries. 

BATTERY WASTE
MANAGEMENT RULES

PM Package employees need healing touch
Dear Editor,

Kashmiri Pandit Package employees - the victims of geno-
cide and the aborigines of Kashmir are being disregarded and dis-
criminated by the ruling centre government. The issues, woes and
miseries of the Package employees are being overlooked by the LG
administration and very unfortunately the repressive government
is now suppressing the voices of these hapless employees. Keeping
in view the present precarious situation in Kashmir, these patriot-
ic package employees are rightly demanding their relocation out-
side the valley. Since the martyrdom of Rahul Bhat, the package
employees are on roads and are peacefully protesting for the last
106 days in support of their relocation demand as they feel appre-
hensive about their safety and security. But the BJP centre gov-
ernment is not paying any sort of heed towards the sad plight of
these employees, which is indeed very sorry state of affairs. It is the

height of injustice that the government is labeling PM package
employees as the second class citizens of the country and thus these
nationalist migrant package employees have become now the
'Prisoners of War'. It seems like that the LG administration and
centre government is treating these employees as if they are the
'Children of a Lesser God'. However, the BJP centre government's
narrative of normalcy in Kashmir has completely fallen flat as the
overall security apparatus in Kashmir is worsening day by day. The
spate of targeted and selective killings of religious minorities has
triggered a wave of fear and insecurity among KPs in general and
package employees in particular. All this boils down to the fact that
the working conditions for PM package employees is not conducive
in the valley. Therefore, the centre government should come out of
their ego and prestige problem and immediate directions be given
to the J&K UT administration for relocation/attachment of all PM
package employees to Relief Commissioners Migrant Office
Jammu till normalcy limps back to Kashmir. 

Vivek  Koul,
Jammu.

YOUR COLUMN

The starting point
of the origin of
human beings and

the culminating point of
their movement is the
same. It is the natural
law for any entity to
originate from and
merge in the same
source. The fundamental
stuff of all humans is the
M a c r o c o s m i c
Consciousness. All are
children of the Supreme
Immortality, all are
equal. Therefore, there
should not be any dis-
crimination.

In the external world,
however, we notice
numerous conflicts
among human beings.
So, can we truly say that
there is no difference
between people? Where
is the unity which cre-
ates a common bond
among human beings? To
get the proper answer,
one has to go deep into
human psychology
because true unity lies in
the realm of the human
mind. 

The ‘extroversial’ mind
of human beings, due to
inherent samskaras,
becomes obsessed with
and influenced by the
external environment. A
person influenced by the
imposed samskaras of
society may start hating
another person, but this
hostility is something
external. 

Internally, all human
beings feel a deep attrac-
tion for others. This
attraction is the natural
wont of living beings.
Had there been no bal-
ancing force among the
objects created by the
Macrocosmic Mind, then
the entire cosmological
structure would have
shattered into pieces.
The cosmological bal-
ance is maintained due
to this attraction
amongst the different
objects and entities.

From atoms and mole-
cules to human beings
with developed con-
sciousness, all entities
feel attraction for one
another. 

He keeps all the finite
entities bound to Him by
His inscrutable Cosmic
Love. All entities drift in
the vast divine flow as
the minute manifesta-
tions of the Supreme
Lord. 

They are entitled to
Cosmic Love by birth.
That is why one should
remember that attrac-
tion is the law of nature.
Attraction is not nega-
tive repulsion, rather
repulsion is negative
attraction. The so-called
differences we notice
amongst human beings
in the external world are
nothing but expressions
of negative attraction.
For differences to occur,
people must enter into
some sort of relationship
with each other. 

Without proximity
there cannot be any fric-
tion. A serious difference
of opinion today may be
changed into friendship
tomorrow.

Thus, instead of react-
ing to apparent differ-
ences, one should seek
internal unity. The vari-
ous differences which
split society must be
removed in the interest
of collective welfare. In
order to do that, one
must look for the com-
mon link, the points of
affinity, in the multifari-
ous lifestyles and diverse
expressions of life. 

Our policy should be:
‘Aspects of unity should
be encouraged and
aspects of disunity
should be discouraged.’
If this principle is strict-
ly followed, there will be
an increase in human
unity and a correspon-
ding decrease in the
degree of disunity. 

That is why for perma-
nent unity, a spiritual
outlook is necessary. 

This supreme treasure
teaches human beings
that Param Purush is
the Supreme Father,
Param Prakriti – the
Supreme Operative
Principle – is their
Supreme Mother, and
the entire universe is
their homeland. The rea-
son is that this cosmic
ideology is based on the
absolute truth, which is
not confined to time,
space and person. Only
then will our society
become one and indivisi-
ble. Only then will it be
worthy of being called a
‘human society’. 

-Shrii  Shrii
Anandamurtijii

OFF ‘D’
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Don’t react to
differences,

seek 
internal unity

M R LALU

Anon-dynast at the helm of Congress! Have Gandhis been seri-
ously thinking of moving the party into the hands of an out-
sider? Can the Congress reinvent itself with a non-dynast

leading the party? This question seems to be genuinely relevant
today as many of its loyalists began to feel the inefficiency of the
dynasty to lead the party in the direction of reconstructing its polit-
ical significance. With more regional parties and an aspirational
team-Kejriwal eating into the vote bank of the Congress; the party
has no reason to bank on a family that has totally failed to give it
electoral victories for almost a decade. The leadership at the helm
had a humiliating response from the erstwhile Gandhi family loyal-
ists Anand Sharma and Gulam Nabi Azad who rebelled against it
once again. Their public rebellion is sure to make the remaining G-
23 members more belligerently mutinous.  The rebellious grouping
had written a letter to Sonia Gandhi last year demanding an organ-
isational revamp recommending elections for all the party posts
which remained vacant. Their demand included the election of the
Party President, who according to them should be a full time politi-
cian. The party's humiliating defeat in the Uttar Pradesh assembly
elections with Priyanka Gandhi shot as its Brahmastra, a last
resort, lost her chances to be nominated as the party President.
This was the plan the Congress shelved as a future surprise in case
Rahul Gandhi hesitated to take the reins.  As the party is haunted
by continuous poll debacle in state and central elections, the trio
from the Gandhi family seems to have realised the fading sheen of
its names in the rank and file of Congress. The biggest threat that
the Congress needs to face is its experiment with a non-dynast for
the top job of the party. Effect of the same would become visible
with the course of time. The perception that is looming large is not
only about the family's weakening support within the party but also
a fear that its absence would further crush the prospects of
Congress. Whatever, the Congress is all set to go for an overhaul-
ing, probably not seriously hammering on the possible takeover by
anybody from the Gandhi family. The rebellion of the veterans has

undoubtedly weakened the party and the family. Despite rumours
doing the rounds on Ashok Gehlot's possible candidature as the
next party president, his denial (if he does so) would stonewall his
party's ambitions of revival and give it a jerk of horror and uncer-
tainty of hope as to who would rescue the second largest national
party from its predicament. In this perception battle, what seems to
be sinking deeper is a realization that anybody, for that matter,
being elected as the party chief would struggle to give the lost glory
of the party back. Amid severe confusion and ambiguity, the party
cadre has no choice but to look up to the trio of the Gandhi family
and wait for its response. The bleak fortune of the Congress party
is thickening on a daily basis in a Modi dominated political scenario.
With its arrogance and blind opposition to Modi, the Congress and
its leadership had lost all battles that it probably forgot to learn les-
sons from. Mostly the party leadership chooses to shoot irresponsi-
ble and insensible rants on a government that takes every serious
attempt to woo the people of the country. The Prime Minister is tal-
ented enough to emotionally grab the attention of the electorate. He
knows how to capture minds and change the mood of the nation.
The lackadaisicalness of the Congress from venturing into a pos-
sible revamp of the party tearing off the tattered influence of the
family is the main problem that the party is entangled in.
Interestingly, the Congress could not override the image of being
a corrupt party that the BJP and Modi could successfully march
a narrative with. And the grand old party proved to be conceding
to the narratives that the BJP intelligently set against it. The
BJP and its smart leadership have been investing their time and
intelligence to systematically highlight the Congress from the
days of Nehru. Surprisingly, the Prime Minister voiced against
corruption and nepotism from the ramparts of the Red Fort. The
Congress could not even speculate Modi's adventure though it
termed his demeanour as "shameless stoop by the Prime
Minister". The BJP with Modi and Shah at the steering seat has
managed to turn the tables against the Congress, engraving a
narrative that the Congress is a minority supporter and anti-

Hindu. This seems to have helped the BJP garner great support
from the fence-sitters in electoral politics that abundantly chose
to vote for the saffron party. The tag that the BJP tied on the rep-
utation of the Congress as a Muslim party did stay with it for long
and the gimmicks that its young dynast had to plunge into by pro-
claiming his Brahmin identity was a proof of its confusion. The
temples that he knelt down and the vermillion on his forehead
could not change the perception that the saffron brigade could
successfully build against the Gandhi family and its party. Can
the Congress be easily written off from the saffron dominated
political spectrum of India? I think the Congress would still
remain relevant though it is out of power. Its legacy spanning
from Gandhi to Nehru to Patel and the role it had in the freedom
movement would be enough for the Indian voters to think twice
before they decide to discard the party forever. Aam Aadmi Party,
with its sanctified anti corruption movement is not blessed with a
legacy of freedom movement that the Congress is. Modi's war on
corruption seems to have widespread reverberation among the
electorate and his pursuit in this direction has unquestionably
crippled the means and methods of corruption to a large extent.
The attention that he could vociferously grab in his Independence
Day speech decreeing his uncompromising war against corrup-
tion was in the interest of the nation and to him corruption is an
outcome of the Dynasty Raj in various parts of the country.
Whereas, Congress is all set to launch its 'Bharat Jodo Yatra' on
September 7. The party's newborn aspiration to revamp its
essence and presence through a yatra across the country is all set
to be the kind of one that the BJP during the days of L K Advani
launched. For Rahul Gandhi, in his own words the Yatra is like a
'Tapasya'. But the pertinent question most of its sympathisers are
tired of asking is how long it will take for the Congress to once
again make its presence felt. The yatra for 150 days covering a
3500 km long road route is destined to become the longest of such
movements.   Will it be a square one exercise for the Congress with
the Gandhi family behind a proxy president?

To nurture the innovative mind-set among high
school students across the length and breadth of
J&K, Atal Innovation Mission and NITI Ayog is

establishing more than 500 Atal Tinkering Labs (ATLs)
here under Atal Innovation Mission (AIM). ATL is the
flagship initiative of AIM launched by Government of
India, to nurture an innovative mindset amongst high
school students across the length and breadth of India.
Government of India is working on a five-year vision
document for AIM to create and promote a culture of
innovation and entrepreneurship across the length and
breadth of the country. ATL is a workspace where young
minds can give shape to their ideas through hands-on
do-it-yourself mode and learn innovation skills. The
objectives of the AIM are to create and promote an
ecosystem of innovation and entrepreneurship across
the country via interventions at school, university,
research institutions, MSME and industry levels.

The programmes of AIM cover 34 states and Union
Territories with the goal of leveraging India's demo-
graphic dividend by inspiring greater participation in
the innovation ecosystem. Recently AIM Team led by
Mission Director, Dr Chintan Vaishnav inspected the
Atal Tinkering Labs in J&K during which creative stu-
dents displayed their innovative models and briefed
about challenges they faced while working on these
innovations. On the occasion, the MD said that Atal
team has created over 10k Tinkering Labs all over India
and hundreds of these have been also established in
J&K schools. He said that AIM is establishing more
than 500 labs in J&K schools in the next few years to
promote innovative and creative mind-set among J&K
students. "We want to take this creative and innovative
movement to all schools and provide these creative
minds a platform to perform and showcase their talent,"
he added. 

He said that aim is to encourage young minds in the
field, and challenge students to become producers of
products themselves instead of consumers. Government
has directed School Education Department to promote
scientific temper among the students in areas such as
machine learning and artificial intelligence by proac-
tively engaging them in various experiments and scien-
tific activities. 

They have also been asked to fix timelines for setting
up the laboratories and to emphasise on nomination of
trainers or champions to run the labs against suitable
incentives.

PROGRESSING J&K
NITI Aayog to establish 500 ATLs
across J&K to nurture innovative

mind-set among students

Non-dynast at helm, can Congress reinvent?

OMKAR DATTATRAY

The Jharkhand Chief Minister and leader of
JMM may have to quit and leave the chief
ministers post after he has been held guilty

by the election commission in a case of office of
profit case. The all powerful election commission
has written to governor of Jharkhand to take
action against the chief minister Hemant Soren
and expel him from the membership of the lower
house. The net effect of all this will be the ouster
of Hemant Soren from the coveted post of Chief
Minister. The JMM government of Hemant
Soren may fail and there is possibility that
Hemant may anoint his wife to be the chief min-
ister. It seems that Hemans's case is a clear case
of the office of profit and thus he will be shown
door ant time. The public servants and the repre-
sentatives of the government are not allowed to
indulge in the office of profit and Hemant may
have to resign and quite office any time now.
Some years earlier in the year 2006 Sonia Gandhi
was removed from the membership of the Lok
Sabha for holding the office of profit and similar-
ly Jaya Bachchan was also shown the door by
removing her from the membership of the upper
house of the parliament. Hemant Soren besides
being the chief minister is also holding the charge
of the mining ministry and he has been contract-
ing the business of the mining which amounts to
using and indulging in the office of profit. Thus
the chief minister of Jharkhand is holding the
office of profit besides being the chief minister of
the state of Jharkhand and so he will have to face
the music and leave the post of chief minister in a
clear case of the office of profit. No public servant
can hold the office of profit besides  being  the
chief minister or a minister. So very soon Hemant
may have to leave the office and make room for
either a new incumbent for the post of chief min-
ister or alternatively he will have to tender his res-
ignation and make room for the midterm elec-

tions in the state. The chief minister of
Jharkhand will not remain   the chief minister
and also to do contracting business in his name
and it is a clear case of the breach of trust and he
may have to quite sooner than later and make
room for the midterm poll in the state as the gov-
ernor will either summon him or he himself will
call on the governor to end the power crises in
Jharkhand. All eyes are set on the Raj Bhawan
and he may ask the CM to step down from the
chair and seek his resignation because he is impli-
cated in the office of profit case and the election
commission has held him guilty of indulging in
the office of profit and thus has written to the gov-
ernor of the state for the necessary action against
him so that Hemant may not indulge in the office
of profit and he be made to resign to uphold the
democracy and the law. It is a fact that no public
servant can hold the office of profit when he is
holding the position in a democracy and thus
Hemant will have to leave his job after the elec-
tion commission has found him guilty of the
breach of trust and holding an office of profit
besides being the chief minister of the state of
Jharkhand. Therefore the chief minister of
Jharkhand will have to step down from the chair
so that the rule of law and constitution will be
uphold in the interest of the state. Here it is in the
fitness of things to know what actually is the
office of profit and we should know the definition
and meaning of the office of profit. The law does
not clearly define what constitutes an office of
profit but the definition has evolved over the years
with the interpretations made in various court
judgments. An office of profit has been interpret-
ed  to be a position that brings to the office hold-
er some financial gain or, advantage. A number of
the countries  forbid members of the legislature
from accepting an office of profit  under the exec-
utive as a  means to secure the independence  of
legislature and preserve the separation of powers.

It is a term used in a number of national  consti-
tutions  to refer to executive appointments. The
term is used  in article 102 {I} of the Indian con-
stitution  which bars a member of the Indian par-
liament from holding an office of profit  that
would give its occupant  the opportunity to gain a
financial advantage or benefit. It refers to a post
under central /state government which yields
salaries, perks and other benefits. India had the
parliament {prevention of disqualification} Act
1950, 1951 and 1953 exempting certain posts
from being recorded as office of profit. All these
Acts were replaced buy the parliament, act of
1959. It is pertinent to note here that a sitting
president, vice president, governor of a and min-
ister of the union or any state  is not deemed to
hold any office of profit. The constitution empow-
ers the parliament to declare certain offices of
profit as exempted from the operation of article
102, so the holders of such offices will not come
under the preview of the office of profit. An office
of profit thus means a position that brings to the
person holding it some financial gain or advan-
tage or benefit or pecuniary benefit. It may be
an office or place of profit if it carries some
remuneration, financial advantage,  benefit etc.
A prime minister, chief minister, a centre cabi-
net minister, state cabinet minister, state minis-
ters, members of state legislators, parliament
members etc cannot hold any office of profit
during the period/time they are holding any of
these positions. The election commission has
decided the case of office of profit in case of
Hemant Soren and has asked the governor of
Jharkhand to take appropriate action against
the chief minister and so there is every likeli-
hood of removing Hemant Soren from the
membership of the legislative assembly and in
such a case he will have to quite from the post
of chief minister or in the alternative he and his
supporters will anoint his wife for the post of

chief ministership. The other possibility is that
the chief minister will recommend the midterm
polls in the state and in such a way the Chief
Minister Soren will have to tender his resigna-
tion from the post of chief minister. Thus the
office of profit has greater implications and
bearings and many important heads roll
because of the holding of the office of profit by
the constitutional heads and therefore there is
no wrong in the present decision of the election
commission of asking the governor of
Jharkhand to strip the position of chief minis-
ter to the Soren and thus the chief minister who
has been found guilty of indulging into office of
profit while working as the chief minister and
the mining minister of the state. As he has
taken the contract of mining so he is clearly
guilty of indulging in the office of profit while
being the chief minister and also holding the
portfolio of mining ministry and therefore he is
found guilty by the election commission. Thus
he will have to sacrifice the chair of chief minis-
ter for this manipulation. Thus is it clear that
the ministers, PM, CMs, ministers of the centre
and states as well as the MOSs should not occu-
py any post of the office of profit during they
work as the minister or the chief minister or the
PM as the case may be. To conclude it can be
said that members of the parliament, state leg-
islatures, ministers etc are likely to be disquali-
fied if they hold any office of profit. In the pres-
ent case the chief minister Hemant Soren is
holding the office of profit because he is playing
a role of a mining contractor while being the
chief minister and holding the portfolio of min-
ing. Thus, he is likely to be disqualified from the
membership of the legislative assembly of the
state of Jharkhand and will also have to demit
the Chief Minister's post.     

(The  author  is  a  columnist,  
social  and  KP  activist).

Hemant Soren holding office of 'profit'

VIJAY GARG 

Healthcare education has been the forerunner in adapting
innovative technologies because medical education and
healthcare management have been intricately intertwined

in the teaching-learning methodologies of the students. The advent
of cutting-edge technologies in 21st century accelerated the process
of evolution of both hardware and software, leading to faster adop-
tion of the same in medical education and the healthcare system.
Earlier, healthcare education was limited to the government sector.
But this increased the demand-supply gap, and the availability of
doctors was scarce. This led to the setting up of more medical
schools in India, while a majority of private hospitals were set up.
The main teaching material in a healthcare campus is a patient. By
and large, the patients admitted to government medical institutes
have been undergoing free treatment, as the state bears the expens-
es for the same. Such a population has been always cooperative in
assisting in teaching-learning sessions. With the advent of private
medical schools, this equation has changed. Often, the patients
would refuse to be a part of the teaching-learning environment
since they are paying for their treatment. Moreover, in highly liter-
ate States, the patients would not be forthcoming in such circum-
stances. Medical education has rapidly travelled from blackboard
and patients to smart classes and virtual patients. Technological
transformation in medical education has transformed primary
health care to state-of-the-art quaternary care, in the form of robot-
ics. This has been possible due to the rapid evolution of medical edu-
cation technologies by raising the gold standards of medical cur-
riculum through mapping, blue printing, evolving specific learning
objectives, application of teaching learning, assessment through vir-
tual patients and other high-fidelity technologies which rapidly
accelerated during the global pandemic. New technologies are
imbibed into the healthcare system to benefit the patients. This
includes patenting better drug delivery modes,
nanotechnology/genetic studies, biotechnological advancements,

robotics in laparoscopic surgeries and artificial prosthesis. Multiple
organ transplantation and or hand transplantation requires newer
methodologies and theories. Skilling doctors as part of these inno-
vations is vital to healthcare training to avoid any disruptions.
Highly accredited medical schools are conducting fellowship train-
ing programmes to ensure the same. Electronic health records, AI,
robotics, evolution of online classes through various platforms,
application of modern technologies in biomedical research have
augmented the medical education technologies along with newer
and interactive assessment platforms as envisaged in various state
of the art Learning Management Systems (LMS). Teaching and
learning methodologies have been rapidly evolving even after the
pandemic slowed down, as is evident with advent of evolving tech-
nologies like the Internet of Things (IoT), envisioning a future
where the physical and digital entities can be linked. Competency-
Based Medical Education (CBME) has guidelines for asynchro-
nous learning along with synchronous learning. Learning should
not be confined to lectures or teaching hours. Students are encour-
aged for Self Directed Learning through exploratory methods,
which can include online e-learning modules and published litera-
ture sources, and the role of the faculty member or teacher is a facil-
itator for the same. This promotes the learners to be self-reliant in
the teaching-learning process and to be updated with the latest con-
cepts. The conventional lectures used to be didactic, whereas now
they are interactive and are held in ICT (Information and
Communication Technologies) enabled classrooms. Simulation cen-
ters built in medical schools help with simulation learning that
ranges from small procedural interventions on models to a full-sized
simulation patient. This helps the learners with hands-on experi-
ence of reality, without the involvement of an actual patient follow-
ing CBME guidelines. The role of telemedicine in giving healthcare
to remote locations is vital in healthcare training today. It has
played a pivotal role given the involvement of online teaching-learn-
ing methodologies.

Technical advancements in medical education 


