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Azad to launch...

(from J-K) coming to meet with Azad to extend their support. We have received hundreds
of resignation letters from PRI members, including district and block development council
members, and several municipal corporators,” he said.

Over a dozen leaders, including several former ministers and legislators, resigned from
the basic membership of the Congress in support of Azad and many more such as former
deputy chief minister Tara Chand are likely to resign after meeting with Azad in New Delhi
on Saturday:

Referring to the statement of the Congress accusing Azad of "collaboration” with the BJP
after his resignation, Saroori said those criticising him were shutting their eyes to the
ground realities or were finding the earth beneath their feet slipping away. "He is a secu-
lar leader who worked to strengthen the Congress over the past five decades. In fact, all of
us have given our blood and sweat, but how can you stay back in a party which is insulting
and humiliating you," he asked, blaming the Congress leadership for compelling them to

take such a decision.
CWC to meet...

schedule, the members of the CWC, the party’s highest decision-making body, could also
express confidence in the leadership provided by Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi.

This would be significant in the context of Azad's resignation and eriticism of the leader-
ship.

Azad ended his five-decade association with the party and lashed out at Rahul Gandhi for
"demolishing its entire consultative mechanism".

The Congress, dealing with the fallout of a series of high profile exits, including that of
Kapil Sibal and Ashwani Kumar, attempted to deflect the latest blow by alleging that
Azad's DNA had been "Modi-fied" and linking his resignation to the end of his Rajya Sabha,
tenure.

Ahead of the CWC meeting, to be held virtually at 3:30 PM with Sonia Gandhi presid-
ing over it, party sources had said the process of the election of the president will be delayed
by a few weeks, not more than that, and the party should have a full-time president in
October:

The Congress had announced in October last year that the election of the new party pres-
ident will be held between August 21 and September 20 this year.

The CWC had decided that elections for block committees and one member each of state
Congress units will be held from April 16 to May 31, district committee chiefs will be elect-
ed between June 1 and July 20, state chiefs and AICC members between July 21 and
August 20, and AICC president between August 21 and September 20.

Sources had also said the election of the Congress president is likely to be delayed by a
few weeks with the party focused on the Kanyakumari to Kashmir 'Bharat Jodo Yatra'
starting September 7 and some state units not completing formalities.

‘With Sonia Gandhi abroad for medical checkups and Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra accompanying her, they will join the CWC meeting virtually.

The meeting comes amid several leaders, including Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot, having publicly exhorted Rahul Gandhi to return as the party chief. However,
uncertainty and suspense continue on the issue.

Several party insiders say Rahul Gandhi is persisting with his stance that he will not be
the AICC president.

Gehlot on Wednesday had sought to play down reports about him being the frontrunner
for the Congress president's post and said efforts will be made till the last minute to per-
suade Rahul Gandhi to take over the reins of the party again.

Gehlot's remarks had come a day after he met Congress chief Sonia Gandhi, triggering
the buzz that the two may have discussed the possibility of him being the next party pres-
ident.

Rahul Gandhi had resigned as Congress president after the party suffered its second con-
secutive defeat in parliamentary elections in 2019. Sonia Gandhi who took over the reins
of the party again as interim president had also offered to quit in August 2020 after an
open revolt by a section of leaders, referred to as G-23, but the CWC had urged her to con-

tinue.
Justice U U...
the Rashtrapati Bhavan.

"Congratulations," President Murmu said after Justice Lalit signed the register of oath
following the swearing-in.

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, former president
Ram Nath Kovind, former vice president M Venkaiah Naidu and Union ministers, includ-
ing Kiren Rijiju, were present at the ceremony.

Justice Lalit's predecessor, Justice N V Ramana, was also present.

After being sworn in, Justice Lalit sought the blessings of his family elders by touching
their feet, including that of his 90-year-old father and former high court judge Umesh
Ranganath Lalit.

As the CJI, Justice Lalit will have a tenure of 74 days and would demit office on
November 8 on attaining the age of 65 years.

Justice D'Y Chandrachud, the senior-most judge after Justice Lalit, is next in line to be
the chief justice of India.

Speaking at a function organised by the Supreme Court Bar Association (SCBA) to bid
farewell to Justice Ramana on Friday, Justice Lalit said he has always believed that the
role of the top court is to lay down law with clarity and the best possible way to do it is to
have larger benches as early as possible so that the issues get clarified immediately.

"So, we will strive hard to say that yes, we will always have at least one Constitution bench
functioning all throughout the year;" he said.

Justice Lalit said one of the areas in which he intends to work is about the listing of cases
before the Constitution benches and matters which are specially referred to three-judge
benches.

On the issue of listing of matters, he said, "....I must assure you that we will strive hard
to make the listing as simple, as clear, and as transparent as possible'.

Regarding mentioning of urgent matters, Justice Lalit said he would certainly look into
it.

"T will have a word with all my learned colleagues on the bench and we will certainly sort
that out and very shortly, you will have a clear-cut regime where any urgent matter can
freely be mentioned before the respective courts," he said.

During Justice Lalit's tenure as the CJI, several important cases, including Constitution
bench matters, are likely to come up for adjudication before the apex court.

The top court had recently notified that 25 five-judge Constitution bench matters would
be listed from August 29.

Among the important five-judge bench matters which have been listed is a plea challeng-
ing the Constitution (One Hundred and Third Amendment) Act, 2019 which provided
reservation to Economically Weaker Sections, the challenge to the WhatsApp privacy poli-
¢y, and the issue of parliamentarians or legislators claiming immunity from criminal pros-
ecution for taking a bribe to give a speech or a vote in the House.

Modi Govt strengthens...

stringent action against those involved in terror funding in 2018, 2019 and 2020. A total
of 105 cases (of terror funding) were registered and 876 persons were arrested and in 94
cases charge sheets have been filed, he added.

The government has also pledged to uproot the Left Wing Extremism which is now
restricted to only a few districts in the country, Shah claimed.

Earlier LWE's influence was spread to 120 districts but it has now shrunk to only 46 dis-
tricts. In Chhattisgarh there are some districts that are still struggling with the menace but
I firmly believe that the Central and state governments will jointly eliminate it, he said.

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel, Union minister Renuka Singh, state home
minister Tamradhwaj Sahu, BJP leader and former chief minister Raman Singh and NIA
director Dinkar Gupta were among those present at the event.

ACB books AEE...

criminal conspiracy hatched among themselves, inflated quantities of works in
Measurement Book; whereas on spot lesser quantities of works were executed resulting into
huge loss to the Government exchequer with corresponding wrongful gains to themselves.

Recovery of six...

data extraction from mobile phones, bank details.

During course of investigation, it came to fore that Noor-ul-Habib started staying in this
house from the year 1997 and Sakina used to work as domestic help in the house.

Sakina and her family are basically from District Doda and purchased a house nearby in
2004.

Sakina and her family got financial help from Noor-ul-Habib and both families got too
much dependent on each other but both the families were upset due to medical issues as
two family members Zaffar Saleem and Naseema were specially abled whereas one family
member Sajjad Ali was also having medical problems while Noor-ul-Habib was also suffer-
ing from a deadly disease.

" They also had disputes related to land in Doda and other than that court cases/litiga-
tions." SSP informed in this presser.

On 4th August, after appearing in a case alongwith Sajjad and Sakina, Noor-ul-Habib
feared that he will be convicted in a case and he told one of the relatives that it is better to
end life better than facing the sentence.

He convinced Sakina Begum, Rubina Bano and Sajjad Ali who all were very dependent
on him to end their lives.

On 5th August, they started brought medicines that include Cannula's drips and on 6th

August, Noor-ul-Habib called Sanjeev Kumar (Health Worker) and told to fix in his arm
and in Sajjad Ali's arm. On 7th August, they infused drugs (combination of medicines) to
Zaffar Saleem and Naseema. He asked Sanjeev to check medical conditions of both the
above mentioned persons, to which Sanjeev told Noor that patients have low 02 levels and
they should consult doctors so as to save precious lives. On 7th Noor called one Plumber
Vijay Kumar and told him the entire story and gave 2.5 Lacs to dug the mud so as to burry
02 bodies after the death i.e. Zaffar & Naseema. On 9th August, Plumber came and dug
the mud so as to prepare pit for the burial of the bodies as directed by Noor. Noor asked
plumber to get some medicines to which Vijay agreed and got the medicines.

On 12th, Sanjeev was again called to deliver some medicines and to check Canulas and
drips. As evident in the investigation, Zaffar Saleem and Naseema passed away on 12th
August, though the opinion of F'SL is awaited. The CCTVs installed in both the houses
were deactivated since 6th August, 2022 and fragrance dispensers were put in place.
Diapers were used to check the smell of excretions. After the death of 02, medicines were
nfused to Sakina and later Noor; Sajjad and Rubina also started having IV fluids. Noor-
ul-Habib had ordered for some home gym equipments in Jalandhar, to whom he called on
13th August that these equipments are no longer required so need not to send.

On 14th August, morning Sakina had died and 14th afternoon rest 03 members Noor,
Sajjad and Rubina came to City for purchasing more medicines. On 14th afternoon, they
made call on Zomato and ordered food packets from Pahalwan sweets. On 15th morning,
Rubina had died and they called Sanjeev outside the house in their Nano car for re-fixing
the Canulas and medical examination of Noor and Sajjad and by 15th evening both Noor
and Sajjad also died.

A case under relevant sections has been lodged in PS Nagrota for investigation.

Khadi can become...

*Khadi Utsav (Khadi festival) on Sabarmati Riverfront here, organized by the Union
government as part of ~ Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav'.

A new record was created on Saturday during the 75th anniversary of India's
Independence as 7,500 women spun " charkha' (spinning wheel) together at the event, the
prime minister noted, adding that it was a great way to honour the freedom fighters.

The prime minister himself too spun the charkha on this occasion.

History has seen that a thread of khadi became a source of inspiration for the freedom
struggle and broke the chains of slavery. In the same way a thread of Khadi can be a source
of inspiration to fulfil the pledge of making India a developed nation, to achieve the dream
of Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliant India), he said in his speech.

Mahatma Gandhi turned Khadi into a symbol of the country’s self-respect during the
freedom struggle, he said.

"The same Khadi was treated as an inferior product after Independence. Because of this,
Khadi and the village industry associated with Khadi were destroyed and it affected our
weavers, Modi said. He tried to revive the Khadi movement after becoming prime minister,
he said.

The condition of Khadi was very painful, especially for Gujarat where a large number of
people depended on the Khadi ecosystem, Modi said.

He was proud that Khadi was revived once again in the state, he said while underlining
the government's promotion slogan of “Khadi for Transformation to Khadi for Nation,
Khadi for Fashion'.

We started spreading Gujarat's successful experiences across the country (after he
became PM). The problems related to Khadi were resolved across the country. We encour-
aged the countrymen to buy Khadi products, the prime minister said. "Women power" is
also a major contributor to the growing strength of India’s Khadi industry, Modi said.

The spirit of entrepreneurship is ingrained "in our sisters and daughters" and the expan-
sion of *Sakhi Mandals' in Gujarat was its proof, he said.

The sale of Khadi has seen four-fold increase in the last eight years (in the country),
whereas in Gujarat, it has witnessed a massive eightfold increase in the same period, he
said.

The Khadi sector also created 1.75 crore new jobs, the prime minister said.

Khadi is also an example of sustainable, eco-friendly clothing with the least carbon foot-
print, he said, appealing people to gift only the products made by Khadi village industries
during the coming festive season.

You can have clothes made of different types of fabrics. But if you include Khadi in that,
the Vocal for Local campaign will gain momentum," the prime minister said.

Modi also inaugurated a new building of Khadi Gramudhyog Bhavan in Ahmedabad and
Atal foot overbridge on Sabarmati river at the same event.

Missing Hungarian trekker...

Upholding the finest traditions of the Army of selfless service, he said, a team of the
Rashtriya Rifles deployed in Dool and the IAF' Udhampur; in coordination with the district
administration, carried out 30-hour-long search and rescue operation in the upper reaches
of Machhail, Paddar, which is snowbound and remote.

The team of the Indian Army recovered Vermes from the treacherous glaciated heights
of Umasila in sumcham valley, the officer said.

Lt Col Anand said the traveller was located by a joint effort of ground and aerial surveil-
lance teams who conducted the search operation.

The foreigner was examined medically by a doctor of the Army and the district hospital
at, Kishtwar, which provided immediate medical assistance to him, he said.

Vermes thanked the Army for his timely rescue.

"T'was in a very difficult situation...I am very thankful to the Indian army for finding and
taking me to safety, the tourist said in a message shared by the Army.

The spokesman said once the traveller was stable, a video call to the Hungarian embassy
in Delhi was made by the Deputy Commissioner of Kishtwar to inform it about his well-
being.

He said the efforts of the Army and the Air Force were highly appreciated by the district
administration and the Hungarian embassy.

Azad’s resignation shows...

commission of India to decide the date of the polls and BJP has no role in it.

Earlier, addressing a seminar on waste to wealth organised under Ek Kaam Desh Ke
Naam programme here, he said there is a need to create awareness about several waste
products which can help people generate income with little effort.

He said eooked oil from kitchens could be sold at about Rs 20 per litre to the industries
which have the technology to convert it into alternative fuel.

He also said that fly ash, produced during combustion of coal, could be used for making
bricks for construction.

Referring to the Amrit Kaal', the PM's buzzword for great times ahead, the minister said
that India will see a surge in its economy in the next 25 years, and this will come on the
back of resources, which have yet been unexplored or couldn't be utilised because of lack of
technology.

Farooq appears before....

as per the procedure. Abdullah and the other accused were released on bail after furnish-
ing the necessary bonds.

"T went before the court and the necessary formalities were completed," Abdullah told
PTI. The Lok Sabha member from Srinagar furnished a bail bond for Rs 50,000 and a
surety for like amount, Khan said.

Abdullah has been questioned multiple times by the agency in this case.

He was the JKCA president from 2001 to 2012 and the "scam" being probed by the
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and the ED is about alleged financial misappropri-
ation between 2004 and 2009.

The ED has attached properties worth over Rs 21 erore in the case already. This includes
Rs 11.86 crore of immovable assets belonging to Abdullah.

The ED claimed that its probe so far has revealed that Ahsan Ahmad Mirza (former
treasurer, JKCA) in connivance with other office-bearers of the JKCA, had misappropri-
ated JKCA funds to the tune of Rs 51.90 crore and utilised proceeds of crime for settling
his personal and business liabilities".

The agency initiated the money laundering probe against the JKCA office-bearers on the
basis of a case registered at the Rammunshi Bagh police station in Srinagar:

The case was later transferred to the CBI on the high court's directions.

The CBI has filed a charge sheet in the case against the former JKCA office-bearers for
misappropriation of funds to the tune of Rs 43.69 crore.

Terrorism declined in ...

earlier by Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor Mangj Sinha.

Special DG CID J&K, R.R Swain, Special DG Crime J&K, A.K Choudhary, IG CRPF
Ops Kashmir; Manvinder Singh Bhatia, ADGP (Hqrs) PHQ, MK Sinha, ADGP
(Coordination) PHQ, Danesh Rana, IG CRPK Srinagar Ops Sector, Charu Sinha, ADGP
Kashmir Zone Vijay Kumar, IGP Traffic J&K, Vikramjit Singh, DIG CKR Srinagar Sujit
Kumar, DIG NKR, Udaybhaskar Billa, SSP Srinagar; Budgam, AlsG of PHQ attended
the meeting at PHQ while DIG South Kashmir Range Abdul Jabbar; and other district
SSPS of Kashmir Zone attended the meeting through video conferencing.

Meghwal begins 2...

Agriculture department and beneficiaries are being covered by Animal Husbandry and
Fisheries department.

The MoS inquired regarding issues in implementation of schemes. He assured the offi-
cers that Govt of India is committed to ensure rapid development in the UT and all neces-
sary support will be provided to achieve that.

Presenting the achievements of the District in the previous fiscal and status of works dur-
ing the present fiscal, Dr Basharat Qayoom, Deputy Commissioner Anantnag informed
the MoS that the several important projects are being implemented in the district and are
being executed with strict adherence to timeline. He informed the chair that work plans for
the flagship scheme MGNREGA have been discussed and approved by the Gram Sabhas

and estimation has been completed.

Most of the works are presently under execution. He said that several initiatives like
SUKOON, PUKAAR, PMSVANIdhi, ete have been implemented in the district in a bid to
bring marked improvement in public delivery of services. He said that special emphasis has
been laid on employment generation through PMEGE, MUMKIN and several youth have
setup units in the district and are not only earning their livelihood but are also generating
jobs. Emphasizing on skill enhancement, he said that a special training program is under
progress in Anantnag to impart necessary skills for manufacture of bats through local
industry.

The Deputy Commissioner presented the physical and financial progress under various
CSS including PMGSY, MGNREGA, PMAY (G), PMAY (U), PMDP, Languishing,
JJM, PMEGE, MUMKIN, PM POSHAN, Samagra Shiksha, National Social Assistance
Program, PMMSY, PM KISAN and PM SEHAT. He said that IEC activities are regu-
larly being held in the district to achieve citizen awareness and engagement for better imple-
mentation of schemes. He said that social audits are being held regularly to ensure aceount-
ability and transparency in pubic expenditure.

The Deputy Commissioner also briefed the chair regarding Har Ghar Tiranga campaign
that was held in the District. He said more than 1.5 lac flags were hoisted in the district.
He said that flags were hoisted at all govt offices at the division and sub divisional level and
in all 335 panchayats of the district.

District / Sectoral officers from all departments were present on the occasion. ADDC,
ADCs, SP Anantnag, ACR, ACP, ACD, JDP, SEs of engineering wings along with
Executive Engineers, CMO, CAHO, CHO and DSHO were present during the review.

The MoS later interacted with beneficiaries of various welfare schemes. He distributed
baby kits and nutrition kits among beneficiaries of POSHAN Abhiyan, farming imple-
ments and sanction letters among beneficiaries of various agriculture scheme, certificates
of excellence among fish farmers who were provided incentives under PMMSY and sports
kits among youth.

L] L)
Pakistani intruder arrested...

border, they said.

They fired a few warning shots and took the man into custody, the officials said, adding
that no incriminating material was found in his possession.

On August 25, the BSF foiled a major smuggling attempt when its troops seized eight
ke of suspected heroin from a Pakistani intruder along the IB in Samba district. The
intruder was shot at and injured, but he managed to crawl back to the Pakistani side.

Two earthquakes hit...

and Udhampur districts of the Jammu provinee since Tuesday.

There was no report of any loss of life or damage to property, the officials said.

They said the epicentre of the first earthquake, which oceurred at 4.32 am, was 26 kilo-
metres south west of Bhaderwah town at latitude of 32.87 degrees north and longitude of
75.46 degrees east at a depth of 10 kms.

It was followed by another tremor at 9.06 am, five ks southeast of Doda town.

The quake hit at a latitude of 33.10 degrees north and a longitude of 75.57 degrees east
at a depth of five km, the officials said. (PTT).

Sharnarthi Intellectual Forum seeks

release of pending relief amount
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JAMMU: All J&K 1947

PoJK Sharnarthi
Intellectual Forum (SIF)
said that despite consider-
able gap of time PoJK
1947 displaced persons
have not received the relief
amount in full. While talk-
ing to reporters, President
of Forum, Advocate Amrik
Singh along with Secretary,
Surjit Singh said, "We left

T ; e

Members of Forum after the meeting.

our immovable and move- amount of Rs5.50 lakh has  tice. Others present on the
able properties in PoJK in  been released." The Forum  oceasion included Kuldeep
1947. Al other urged Union Govt as well  Singh, Inder Singh Sudan,

Sharnarthis, whether of as LG Manoj Sinhatotake  Sucha Singh, Avtar Singh,
1965, 1971 or even those  uptheissuesof PoJK1947  Paramjit Singh, Nasib
belonging to Kashmiri  Sharnarthi with Home  Singh, Kuldeep Singh Kuku,
Pandit community are Ministry and especially Jagjit Singh, Sudesh

with  Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi to release
pending amount of relief
package in interest of jus-

enjoying all benefits while
our comprehensive pack-
age of Rs 30 lakh is still in
papers while only a meager

JKJA organises Special Orientation
Programme on MACT cases

m STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir Judicial Academy (JKJA) under the inspir-
ing vision of Justice Pankaj Mithal, Chief Justice, High Court of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh (Patron-in-Chief, J&K Judicial Academy), guidance
of Justice Sindhu Sharma, Chairperson, and supervision of Justice Javed
Igbal Wani and Justice Wasim Sadiq Nargal; Members of Governing
Committee of JKJA, on Saturday organized One Day Special Orientation
Programme on "Law relating to Motor Accidents Claims, Claim Cases and
computation of compensation in Compliance of directions of Supreme
Court dated 16-03-2021 passed in Bajaj Allianz General Insurance
Company v/s U.0.I WP 534/2020, Tools and Techniques for handling large-
scale litigation in MACT cases" for District Judges including those on deputa-
tion and Sub-Judges of UTs of J&K and Ladakh through virtual mode.

The training programme was inaugurated by Justice Sindhu Sharma,
Chairperson, JKJA through virtual mode from Jammu. Director, JKJA,
Shahzad Azeem was also present on the occasion. Sr. Advocate, High Court of
J&K and Ladakh, R.K. Jain was the Resource Person for the orientation pro-
gramme. The programme was moderated by Swati Gupta, Sub-Judge, JKJA.
In her inaugural address, Justice Sindhu Sharma deseribed the law relating to
MACT claims as an evolving one with new amendments being introduced fre-
quently. She expressed concern on the whopping figure of the persons affected
by vehicular accidents every year and highlighted the scope and objective of the
legislation in providing relief to the litigants by ensuring timely justice. She
also underscored the importance of critical factors and aspects of MACT claims
while computation of compensation including those in the cases of child victims
and housewives.

In the first technical session, the resource person R.K. Jain deliberated upon
the jurisdiction, practice and procedure in claim cases and also discussed the
provision, criteria and principles of assessment and computation of compensa-
tion. In the second technical session, the resource person discoursed on the
tools and techniques for handling large-scale litication in MACT cases. A
detailed analysis was also made on various judgments on the subject and the
practical difficulties and issues confronted in observance of the provisions and
procedure of the Act . The technical sessions were followed by an interactive
session during which the resource person satisfactorily settled the queries
of the participants.

All JCB, Dumper, Tipper Owners Union

alleges excessive charging at Ban toll plaza

m STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Owners and workers of JCB, dumper, tipper, tractor, trolley of
Nagrota constituency, urged NHAI and civil administration to initiate correc-
tive action against Ban toll plaza management for charging excessive toll rates
without any advance notice. Addressing a press conference, All JCB, Dumper,
Tipper, Tractor, Trolley Owners & Workers Union Nagrota, Ch Bashir Ahmad
Kohli said that poor workers are being harassed by Toll Plaza management
quite often. "National highway was built on our lands and locals supported
NHATI hoping that their lives will be easier in terms of commutations, trans-
portation and doing business however, installation of toll booths were done
without considering welfare of villages nearby Toll Plazas, who are charging
excess fee from commuters. They revise tariff rates as per their will and wish
without any check," he alleged, adding that employees of Toll Plaza demand 10
times higher charges from existing rate. "We request NHAT and civil adminis-
tration to initiate corrective action against toll plaza management for charging
excessive toll rates and suggest/approve some permanent solutions for locals
(with private or commercial vehicles) residing within 10 to 50 Km of plaza by
either issuing passes or verifying same by checking ID/ address proofs," he
said. The members further said that they also submitted a memorandum to
NHAI, Deputy Commissioner Jammu and other concerned authorities to high-
light their demands. Others present on the occasion included Kulwant Singh,
Sumeet Singh, Thoru Ram, Mohd Igbal, Noor Mohd and Rajinder Singh.

Sharma, Naresh Sharma,
Rakesh Sharma, Prof KD
Singh, H S Sudan and
Manyjit Singh.




