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STATE TIMES NEWS
PORT LOUIS: India
Festival entitled 'Maitri
Parv' organised by Indira
Gandhi Centre for Indian
Culture, High
Commission of India
Mauritius came out to be
a big success. 

Devised and designed by
the theatre director of
India Balwant Thakur,
who is also the Director of
Indira Gandhi Centre for
Indian culture which is
world's biggest centre,
this festival created a his-
tory by featuring nine
iconic events in seven
days. 

Organised to celebrate
the 75th anniversary of
India's independence, this
India weeklong festival
featured certain out of the
world presentations which

Mauritius witnessed for
the first time here.  

The festival was opened
with the dances and per-
forming arts traditions of
Manipur for which the
professional repertory of
Jawahar Lal Nehru
Manipuri Dance Academy
came all way from
Manipur to mesmerize the
audience with their ener-

gising spellbound per-
formances. 

Balwant Thakur devised
yet another unique event
entitled 'Art Conclave-
2022' which featured 75
exclusive art works of
Mauritian artists express-
ing their vision of India
through their varied
forms of artistic expres-
sions. 

Never ever before 75
new works have been
showcased under one roof
with one theme 'My Vision
of India'. 

This amazing work is
receiving allround appre-
ciation. The other high-
lights of the India festival
included Indian Food fes-
tival which witnessed over
20,000 food lovers to the
event relishing mouth
watering indian dishes. 

Legendary singers
Ahamed Hussain and
Mohammad Hussain
through their soulful
singing took the festival
to the ultimate heights
and received standing
ovations for their devine
singing. 

Amongst others the
presentation 'Colors of
India' presented by the

faculty and the students
of Indira Gandhi Centre
for Indian Culture took
the audience to a trip  of
different Indian regions
and showcased the diverse
range of Indian culture
which is known for its
unique features. This fes-
tival of India in Mauritius
showcased under the
direction of one of the
most celebrated
director/designer of India
Balwant Thakur will live
in the memories of
Mauritius for centuries to
come. 

The India festival in
Mauritius witnessed the
presence of the President
and the Prime Minister of
Mauritius amongst a
majority of ministers and
the members of the diplo-
matic core. 

Balwant Thakur showcases 'Maitri Parv' in Mauritius

Artists performing in India Festival entitled 'Maitri Parv' . 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Nitish Mahajan,
State Executive Member
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Jammu and Kashmir
has lauded the seriousness of
Central Govt in eliminating
terrorism from Jammu and
Kashmir Union Territory.

In a statement issued here
today, Nitish Mahajan said
that the direction of the Union
Home Minister to the security
forces during the security
review meeting on J&K has
boosted the morale of security
forces and on his directions
they will leave no stone
unturned in wiping  out terror-
ism from the Union Territory
especially the Valley. He said
that the Govt at the Centre led
by the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is committed
to its zero tolerance policy

against the terrorists and ter-
rorism and shall not relent till
the menace of terrorism is
totally wiped off from the val-
ley. Though the situation is
quite under control in J&K but
the security forces can't afford
to lower the guard as our
neighbour Pakistan is hell bent
upon bleeding India with thou-
sand cuts. He said that its
intentions are quite clear as is
evident from the unabated
infiltration attempts made by
Pakistan to send terrorists into
J&K.  Nitish Mahajan said
that there can be no greater
violation of human rights than
terrorism and that is why com-
plete eradication of terrorism
is very important to protect
the human rights of the people
of Jammu and Kashmir. He
said that battling terrorists in

Jammu and Kashmir is one
aspect, but rooting out terror-
ism is another, and, if we want
to uproot terrorism, then we
will have to demolish each and
every component of its mega
infrastructure including ter-
ror funding for which the NIA
and SIA are already aug-
menting the efforts towards
rooting out terrorism from
Jammu and Kashmir by reg-
istering cases against the
culprits involved in terror
funding. Nitish Mahajan
said that the people of
Jammu and Kashmir have
full faith in the Prime
Minister Narender Modi and
Home Minister Amit Shah
and are confident and sure
that the war against terror-
ism will soon reach its logical
conclusion.

Centre serious in eliminating 
terrorism from J&K: Nitish

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Dogri Sanstha Jammu, a pioneer
literary organization working for preserving
and publicizing mother tongue Dogri, organ-
ized online 'Kahani Goshthi' in Dogri lan-
guage in which prominent Dogri writers Raj
Rahi, Jagdeep Dubey and  Rajeshwar Singh
'Raju' presented their short stories.

Raj Rahi, a prolific Dogri writer who was
awarded SahityaAkademi award last year for
his collection of short stories 'Name Tunnel'
read very thought provoking short story
'Gaahk' revolving around the sufferings, help-
lessness and exploitation of mankind during
COVID pandemic. Jagdeep Dubey, another
well known short story writer and playwright
read his short story 'Ohda Keh Hoa Hog'
revolving around the current topic of Russia
and Ukraine war thus touching the emotions
of war sufferers and raising a burning issue
whereas Rajeshwar Singh 'Raju', an eminent
English, Hindi and Dogri writer and this
year's Sahitya Akademi's Bal Sahitya
awardee read an emotional story 'Badda
Hoyee Gaya Na' exposing the vacuums creat-
ed between parents and their children when
children are forced to live far away from their
parents to secure their fortunes and old aged
parents are left all alone experiencing hard-
ships during last phase of their life. 

The Kahani Goshthi was presided over by
veteran and prominent short storywriter

Krishna Prem. In her presidential address
she complemented all the three short story
writers for their beautiful and thought pro-
voking short stories. She said that all three
the stories had different themes and were pre-
sented in an impressive way that made this
Goshthi very successful. She was of the opin-
ion that all stories were interwoven around
the contemporary issues thus making them
more relevant because when the stories pres-
ent harsh realities, they appeal more. 

The programme was conducted by well-
known writer and theatre activist Pawan
Verma who provided technical support also
for smooth conduct of programme. The pro-
gram was watched and appreciated through-
out India and abroad through Facebook page
of Dogri Sanstha Jammu.

Dogri Sanstha Jammu organizes ‘Kahani Goshthi’

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Sham Lal
Langer, Convener BJP
Trade and Industries Cell,
BJP, J&K, has sought
people's proactive partici-
pation in eradicating the
drug menace from the soil
of Jammu and Kashmir
Union Territory. 

While welcoming the
determination and efforts
initiated by the Union
Territory Administration
led by astute Lt Governor
Manoj Sinha, he said that
no endeavour of the gov-
ernment in achieving the
objectives can be success-
ful unless augment by the
cross section of the socie-
ty.

In a statement issued to
media here today, the sen-
ior BJP leader stated that
people's participation is
vital and inevitable for
seamless and robust fight
in the direction of eradi-

cating social evils from the
society. 

Therefore it becomes
necessary and bounden
duty of the people to work
hand in hand with the LG
Administration in this a
decisive war against drug
abuse in this sensitive and
traumatized region of the
nation.

While reacting to the Lt
Governor's recent remarks
on this significant issue,
Sham Langer said that it
is a positive and encourag-
ing development that  the
Lt Governor has directed
the Deputy
Commissioners and
Superintendents of Police
to intensify their efforts
against drug peddlers with
the help of local residents.

Sham Langer said that
while the police in Jammu
and Kashmir is strenuous-
ly carrying its drive
against drugs and drug

peddlers under 'Operation
Sanjeevani', it is quite
unfortunate that  despite
this  endeavour,  youth
continue  to  fall  prey  to
drug abuse at an alarming
rate in the Union
Territory of J&K where
the drug menace seems to
be assuming  alarming
dimensions. 

The problem continues
to give sleepless nights to
the society at large in this
troubled region that is
just trying to come out of
the worst phase of about
three decades of militancy,
he added.

Sham Langer appealed
to the people to respond to
the call of the Lt Governor
and come forward to help
the authorities in identify-
ing the vulnerable areas
and persons involved in
this social evil so that the
war against drugs reaches
a logical conclusion.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: SR College  has started a  fresh test series for the aspi-
rants  preparing for the forthcoming  2022 J&K Combined
Competitive Examination commencing from 21st of  November
conducted by the JKPSC  in the college premises at Gandhi Nagar.

SR College of Competitions has been providing coaching to the
civil services  aspirants since the year 2000 and a number of stu-
dents coached by the college have made  their entry into the final
lists of various  prestigious services like IAS ,IPS ,IRS , IFoS ,
JKAS ,JKPS, KCS and many other national and state level serv-
ices. The  test series for Mains 2022 comprises 10 sectional and 04
full mock tests  of General Studies and 4 sectional and 2 full length
tests for each Optional . The students are also being provided with
model answers  and  doubt clearing sessions wherever required . 

"The response for the  test series was very encouraging and the
tests are scheduled every Sunday and Wednesday . Further Full
Mock Tests  at the end will help the aspirants in getting   their
preparation  assessed and evaluated," told Shikha Sharma, Office
Coordinator.

SR College conducts JKAS Mains
Test Series for aspirants

Aspirants appearing in test series at SR College. 

War against drugs will reach logical conclusion
only with people's participation: Langer

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Jammu & Kashmir Youth
Congress General Secretary Nimrandeep
Singh Bhullar along with Ranjit Chopra,
General Secretary Jammu and Kashmir
Pradesh Youth Congress (JKPYC);
Brinder Pratap Singh Bhatyal, Secretary
JKPYC; Youth Congress District
President Samba, Sushil Bhagat and
Youth Congress Assembly President Sumit
Kumar Bhagat resigned from the Congress
Party and its basic membership here today.

While addressing media persons here

today Bhullar said that he along with oth-
ers have submitted their resignation in sup-
port of their leader and political mentor Ex-
CM of Jammu and Kashmir, Ghulam Nabi
Azad. He said that we had been endeavour-
ing the betterment of Jammu & Kashmir
and its people but in the prevailing circum-
stances, Congress party has lost its momen-
tum in contributing anything positive
towards the future of this fragile Union
Territory leaving not only the party cadre in
a quandary but also leaving the people of
this UT to fend for themselves. He said that

today the Jammu and Kashmir Union
Territory direly needs a determined and
decisive leader like Ghulam Nabi Azad to
lead them towards safe, secure and a better
future which the Congress has miserably
failed to do due to its internal dynastic dic-
tatorship and bickering besides wiping out
the internal democracy from the party.

The quitting Youth Congress informed
that they have resigned in support of Azad
Sahib and to strengthen his hands in ame-
liorating the people of Jammu and
Kashmir.

JKPYC leaders quit party in support of Azad

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The 3rd Alumni
Meet of Central University of
Jammu 'Sangam' was organ-
ized in which more than 250
alumni participated. It was a
pleasant moment that the
alumni meet was organized in
the same year when country is
celebrating Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav and accordingly
campus was decorated in a
theme of tricolour. Captain
Bana Singh, Param Vir
Chakra awardee was the Chief
Guest on the occasion while
social activist, Prafull Akant
was the Guest of Honour. The
event was presided over by
eminent educationist and Vice
Chancellor of the Central
University of Jammu, Prof
Sanjeev Jain. The meet start-
ed at 11 AM at Brigadier

Rajendra Singh auditorium
with lighting of the lamp by
the Chief Guest. Speaking on
the occasion, Dean Students
Welfare, Prof Rasal Singh,
while highlighting purpose of
programme, said, "This event
has been organized keeping in
mind the inter-relationship of
industrial and academics
under the National Education
Policy 2020. The university
wants to present its alumni as
its brand ambassadors and
also seeks their cooperation in
building industrial associa-
tions." The guests were felici-
tated by Basholi shawls to pro-
mote the local handloom
industry. The Guest of Honour
Prafull Akant suggested the
alumni should come up with
solutions and should play the
role of change agent to sensi-

tise the society against preju-
dices and stereotypes.
According to him, the universi-
ty should do good research for
the betterment of society.

Quaid Post was renamed as
Bana Post in honour of the
Chief Guest who motivated
students by sharing his experi-
ences and difficulties in army
and other related incidents. He
further asked students to
struggle hard to achieve their
goals and emphasized on the
need for strategy and determi-
nation for that. Vice
Chancellor, Prof Sanjeev Jain
appreciated the alumni who
have achieved their dreams
and working towards their
goals. "University is creating
an endowment fund with the
help of alumni for the needy
students so that they can get

monetary help," he announced.
The alumni got an opportunity
to relive their sweet memories
and share their experiences.
Prominent among others pres-
ent on the occasion included
Dr Nasir Butt, Madhu
Fakwaria, Ashish Kohli,
Hassan Mujtaba, Sunita
Bhagat, Juhi Singh, Dr
Narinder Kumar, Humera
Qasim, Ajay Kumar, Adeep
Malhotra, Esha Balgotra,
Nipun Sharma, Adarsh
Sambyal, Kashish Mahajan,
Ashish Verma, Mokshi
Sharma, Ajay Kumar. Dr Ritu
Bakshi, Associate Professor,
Department of Educational
Studies was the Master of cer-
emony and Dr Vinay Kumar,
Assistant Dean Students'
Welfare presented formal vote
of thanks.

'Sangam'-Alumni Meet 2022 held at
Central University of Jammu

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: To highlight various issues
faced by teachers, a meeting was organised
by Jammu Kashmir Teachers' Joint
Action Committee (JKTJAC) at Marh on
Sunday under leadership of its District
President Ravinder Manhas and Zonal
President Jyoti Prakash. UT President
Vinod Sharma was the Chief guest while
UT Vice-President Surjit Chib, Provincial
President Jammu Rajesh Jamwal, UT
Chief Advisor Sham Sharma, UT Chief
Press & Media Secretary Sukesh Khajuria
and UT Organiser Subash Chander were
the Guests of Honour. The meet was
attended by a large number of teachers
from zone Marh, Speaking on the occasion,
Vinod Sharma urged Principal Secretary,
School Education to bring teachers
appointed under ReT scheme under trans-
fer policy as mentioned in Government
order no. 469 of 2014, dated June 25,
2014 and directions passed by High Court
and CAT, as these teachers were working

in same schools for last 22 years and are
suffering badly. "Change is the law of
nature. Stagnation leads to reduction in
efficiency of teachers as such ReT teachers
should also be brought under transfer pol-
icy," he added.

He further demanded immediate revoca-
tion of controversial order of repatriation
of ReT teachers issued by school education
department on July 25, due to which huge
numbers of teachers are suffering. He fur-
ther said that some CEOs have implement-
ed CAT directions and allowed repatriated
teachers to join back their present postings
while some CEOs haven't yet done the
same, resulting in contempt of court. He
also appealed to the LG's administration
and Principal Secretary School Education
Department to intervene in the matter, so
that thousands of teachers appointed
under ReT can be brought under transfer
policy.

Provincial President Rajesh Jamwal
urged Director School Education, Jammu

to issue orders of conversion RReTs to
Teachers Grade II/III as for last 6 months
no such orders have been issued. He also
urged DSEJ to issue regularisation orders
of ReTs whose files are lying in the direc-
torate for a long time.

Other demands highlighted on the occa-
sion included inclusion of 5 years ReT peri-
od in service, holding DPC at regular inter-
vals, starting old pension scheme, enhanc-
ing grades of teachers at par with their
counterparts in other UTs and conversion
of head-teacher posts into non-plan posts
of Masters etc.Those who also spoke on the
occasion included Ranjeet Singh, Tarsem
Singh, Sandeep Sharma, Ragubir Lal,
Bansi Lal Sharma, Satish Sharma, Kewal
Sharma, Surinder Singh, Durga Dass,
Ashwani Sharma, Vijay Kumar,
Parshotam Lal, Pritpal Singh, Nitu
Rajput, Subash Chander, Kulveer Singh,
Mohinder Paul, Rakesh Singh, Sudershan
Singh Ashwani, Vijay Kumar, Tilak
Khajuria and Sonamika Devi.

JKTJAC convenes meet to highlight issues of teachers 


