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CEO J&K Bank inaugurates bank’s
Bengaluru Cluster Office

m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: With a view to
attain greater efficiency and
productivity in its Rest of India
operations, J&K Bank on
Tuesday commissioned a full-
fledged Cluster Office in
Bengaluru. MD & CEO, J&K
Bank, Baldev Prakash on
Tuesday inaugurated the suit-
ably equipped office of the
Bank in presence of Bank's
Divisional Head (Rest of India)
Rakesh Koul amid a gathering
of valuable clients and other
senior bank officials.

Speaking on the occasion,
MD & CEO, Baldev Prakash
said, "T see the establishment of
a full-fledged Cluster Office
here as a harbinger of welcome
change in the Bank's strategic
business stance. In its far-
reaching decision to increase
focus on the business outside
J&K, the Bank has already put

MD & CEO J&K Bank, Baldev Prakash inaugurating
Cluster Olffice in Bengaluru.

in place such offices in Mohali
and TLucknow."

"We plan to merease our busi-
ness in strategic places outside
J&K and for that to happen a
properly delegated structure
has been put in place to garner,
monitor and supervise the busi-
ness operations of the
Branches. The idea is to pro-
vide best services to our cus-

tomers through quick disposal,
reduced TAT and leverage the
Bank's outreach in real-time",
he added.

He further said that the Bank
has already reviewed and
revised some of its financial
products to accommodate the
changing needs of the business-
es besides different segments of
soclety in the country.

Dr Jitendra interacts with DCs, reviews

countrywide Beach cleanmg campa1gn

m STATE TIMES NEWS

NEW  DELHI: Union
Minister; Dr Jitendra Singh on
Tuesday interacted with 46
Deputy Commissioners/
District Magistrates from 9
Coastal States, reviewed the
ongoing countrywide 75-day
Beach cleaning campaign or
Coastal CleanUp campaign
and asked them to assist in this
mass movement, which has
been initiated by the Union
Ministry of Earth Sciences and
mvolves all the concerned
Central — Ministries, State
Governments as well as civil
society organisations. The
Minister said, the District
Collectors can create a sustain-
able campaign and truly build a
crescendo by involving all sec-
tions of society as the "Swachh
Sagar, Surakshit Sagar" cam-
paign is the longest and largest
beach cleaning campaign in the
world, which has already
caught the imagination of the
masses and nation.
Underlining the "whole of gov-
ernment" approach to make the
coastal clean-up campaign a
grand success, Dr Jitendra

Umon Minister Dr Jitendra Singh holding a virtual

interaction with Deputy Commissioners from Coastal
States, at Prithvi Bhawan, New Delhi on Tuesday.

Singh asked the District
Collectors to rope in NGOs, cit-
izen groups, children and youth
forums, corporates, non-profit
organisations, the Municipal
Corporations of the Coastal
States and  environment
activists. He also lauded the
role of District Collectors for
making a multi-department
campaign to have maximum
participation from all sections,
particularly the student com-
munity and youth of the coun-
try.

Dr Jitendra Singh informed
the District Magistrates that
75-day  long  campaign
launched from 5th of July by

Ministry of Earth Sciences will
culminate on "International
Coastal Clean-up Day" on 17th
September 2022.

He said, on 17th April, which
incidentally is also birthday of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
celebrated as "Sewa Divas" in
the country, a massive clean-up
drive will be carried out at 75
beaches across the country with
75 volunteers for every kilome-
tre of the coastline. He sought
active cooperation from all
stakeholders to achieve the tar-
get to remove 1,500 ton of
garbage, mainly single use plas-
tic from the sea coasts on 17th
September 2022.

Several villages still not receiving tapped
water supply in Valley

from a pond some 3 Km down the hillock. It takes

= SHAKEELA ANDRABI

KOKERNAG: The 'Har Ghar Nal Se Jal
scheme was launched in August 2019 as a big
public infrastructure programme of Modi
Government's second term. Despite claims that
the administration is working hard and very soon

more than three hours of daily schedule to collect
and bring water for our households while for
some who live in upper mountains, it takes more
time," a local woman said.

Hamla Pati Rajwar, which is just 12 Km away

Earlier, MD & CEO, Baldev
Prakash interacted with some
of the valuable customers of the
Bank to obtain their feedback
and seek suggestions for the
improvement of services and
products offered by the bank.
The meeting was attended by
Divisional Head besides valu-
able customers of various
Bengalura branches.

On the occasion, the cus-
tomers expressed their grati-
tude to the MD & CEO for
sparing his valuable time and
appreciated the Bank for
extending its helping hand to its
customers whenever they faced
any difficulty, especially during

the Covid pandemic. They also
commended the professional
conduct and personal connect
of the Bank staff while provid-
ing services to customers in an
easy and hassle-free manner:

"Now that we plan to scale up
our lending outside J&K with
special focus on retail and
reputed corporates, I would
urge all of you to expand your
business relationship with us. I
can assure you of swift disposal
of viable business proposals
besides best-in-class services
and products that have been
devised to meet your growing
aspirations”, said the MD &
CEO.

Kertert

Aaiye aapka
intezar thha

( ?)

ADGP Jammu Zone reviews security arrangements

= STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Additional Director

General of Police (ADGP)
Jammu Zone, Mukesh. Singh
convened a meeting with

Army/BSF/CAPF/Intelligence
agencies/Police Security wing
and Civil administration on
Tuesday in the run-up to
National festival 15th August,
and to discuss the
Police/Security  arrangements
being planned in view of the pres-
ent security scenario of Jammu

ahead of I-Day celebratlons

Region.

During the meeting, a detailed
briefing of was given by SSP
Jammu/SSP  Security through
Presentation
regarding proposed deployment
by District Police and Security
wing at and around venue and in
Jammu district for smooth and

Power Point

peaceful conduct of

Independence Day celebrations.
Thereafter, a detailed briefing

ADGP Jammu Zone, Mukesh Szngh chamng a security review meeting.

perception.
ADGP Jammu Zone,
Singh highlighted the
the each

urged agency to

He stressed

was given by all officer's present
in the meeting on overall security
assessment and emerging threat

Mukesh
latest
trends in terror activities and
work
towards mitigating the threat.
on Anti-drone

measures, Border
other districts.

district boundaries
stressed upon.

was

While maintaining high level of
alertness and while preparing for

deployment
erid, launching of offensive oper-
ation in Rajouri and Kishtwar,
besides preventive measures in
Joint nakas at
vulnerable locations and at inter
also

15th August, he stressed that we
should also ensure peaceful cul-
mination of Amarnath Yatra. He
also stressed on implementing
the "Har Ghar Tiranga" pro-
gramme and suggested that the
Bands of Army, BSF, CRPF and
J&K Police should perform every
day at important locations within
Jammu city and distribute
National flags to public who
gather for the band performance.
The officers attended the meet-
ing includes IGP CRPF Jammu
Sector, DD IB Jammu, BGS 16
Corps, DIG JSK Range, DIG
BSF, DIG CISF, DIG SSB, DIG
CRPF, SSP Jammu, Addl. DC
Jammu, SSP Security, SSP
Traffic City, Jammu
Commandant IRP 18th Bn, SO
to ADGP Jammu Zone, SSP
APCR, Jammu SP Ops, Jammu,
SP PCR, Jammu, Rep of Spl
Bureau, Rep of 26 Inf. Diy,
Jammu and other officers.

every household in valley will get tapped water
supply, there are still many areas without either
fresh or tap water.

Anderwan village in Sagam area of Kokernag,
district Anantnag is an example in this regard.
This village lies barely 20 Km away from district
headquarters and is located on a hillock compris-
ing mud houses scattered across adjacent moun-
tains. Having around 150 households comprising
more than 400 inhabitants, the village has never
seen a proper water supply. The womenfolk of
area are forced to go downhill to fetch water from
a polluted source, be it winters or any other sea-
son. "We have been fetching water in pitchers

from Handwara is also facing problem of water
supply. According to locals, Jal Jeevan Mission of
the government is of no use to them. "Even today,
women walk long distances to get water from a
well located in middle of a dense forest, which is
not drinkable. The fetching of water is not the
only concern or trouble we face on daily-basis,
there is threat of wild animals also, especially in
winters," a local stated. An official from Jal
Shakti department, while acknowledging that
there are still some villages in Kashmir valley
which are suffering due to unavailability of
potable water supply, claimed that woes of people
in respect of water supply will be addressed soon.

= MALU SHARMA

econd team of EPFO
S comprising Sr. Social

Security Assistants,
Data processing
Assistants, Accounts
Officers have completed
one year in EPFO
Jammu, Kashmir and
Ladakh and has done
commendable job by doing
record number of case set-
tlements.

P F  Commissioner
Rizwan Uddin while talk-
ing to STATE TIMES
shared, "I had also joined
in July, 2021, and I
express my satisfaction
over the works done so far.
He specially appreciated
the work of front runners,
the employees who took
the lead and volunteered
to process claims in flexi
timings, to capitalize on

the computer systems'
speed. Contribution of
Social Security

Assistants, Sanjeev kumar
who start work early in
the morning and process
more than four hundred

claims in the morning

‘EPFO J ammu achleves another mllestone

tant to live happy and for
a happy life we do not
need fancy items, or luxu-
ry things, we just need
satisfaction and we need
to love the work we do."
To be stress free and fit,
Rizwan use to pen down
little experiences and is
very fond of writings. I

believe we all can lead a
happy life if we focus on
health, happiness and
contribute towards envi-
ronment. We must love
what we do and we need to
enjoy our work."

PF Commissioner fur-
ther added that I am a
cyelist and I love cycling.

shift, thereby managing
their workload effectively,
was highly appreciated.
Sanjeev had made 828
claims on 30 July and in
three days Sanjeev has
settled total 1907 cases
which is a record in itself.
This strengthen the bond
of government agencies
and stakeholders.

ple by achieving bench-

the greater cause by
marks in terms of claim extending timely service
settlement. He further to stakeholders.
shared that to overcome Moreover, PF

these challenges and work

Commissioner said that

pressure, EPFO Jammu the dept is running a
function from 6:45 AM to Whatsapp number
9:30 PM in different 6006567049 on which
shifts. The employees who people can send their
have volunteered to work grievances and com-
in challenging scenario by  plaints.

PF Commissioner adjusting and adopting ‘While sharing his tips
appreciated Sanjeev the circumstance and for a happy life, Rizwan
Kumar for setting exam- committed themselves to Uddin said, "It's impor-

It was surprising that PF
Commissioner ride cycle
to reach STATE TIMES
office and he covered the
distance of 8 kms in just
30 mins. He added that
cycling is a good exercise
which make you fit and is
good for overall body
movement. In his message
for youth, he said, "Stay

fit, exercise daily, be
happy and love your
work."

Narendra Modi has been 1st to lay routes for all-round
empowerment of subjects of ‘J&K’

) India celebrates ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ and steps in Azadi Ka Amritkaal (
) C.0 272 of August 5, 2019, C.0 273 of August 6, 2019 & Act-34 of 2019 are Empowerment Tools ¢
) Ladakh to Kanyakumari is Bharat ¢

m DAYA SAGAR

y the time in 2014 when NDA-IT
BGovemment under the leadership of

Shri Narendra Modi as Prime
Minister came to power the affairs related
to Indian state of J&K were free for anyone
to name the way one would desire to the
extent that even those who suggested that
there should be a common control of India
and Pakistan on some affairs concerning
the areas of the erstwhile princely state of
J&K were considered as main stream opin-
ion makers. What to talk of anti India
forces / foreign powers even those individu-
als who held 'separatist' ideologies could
conduct their activities since the J&K
affairs had been pushed into variety of con-
fusions . In addition militant / terrorist
activities aided and abetted by Pakistan too
had set some roots. The people of J&K, par-
ticularly those in Kashmir valley were very
much lost in eonfusion and myths about
their local identity as well as identity with
respect to India republic. A very large local
population of Kashmir valley that belonged
only to a particular 'religious' community
had been staying away from their hearths
for more than nearly 25 years by then
which could well depict the state of affairs
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in J&K when Modi ji took over as Prime
Minister of India. To be brief common man
of J&K was in way living in an environment
where there was must need not only for eco-
nomic empowerment of common man of
J&K but there was need for empowerment
at  ideological, political, constitutional &
administrative levels and Narendra Modi
though had immediately in 2015 set on the
task for taking on the real feels & routes for
the needed empowerments but it was on
5th August 2019 that Modi government
took the first firm strides.

It is not out of place to mention here that
it was on October 17, 2014 Mufti Mohd
Sayeed had said while addressing his party
workers in Srinagar that J&K Assembly
was an empowered institution when at
that time in all other Indian states there
was political reservation for Schedule
Tribes (ST) where as those who had been
holding reins of governance in J&K had
denied political reservation to even ST per-
manent, resident of J&K and had even
denied totalness of fundamental / human
rights even to the woman permanent resi-
dents ( PR) of J&K who could not even
choose a life partner of 'her choice' (leave
aside the state of the Indian citizens who

were not in the category of
PR of J&K).
At the same time the

A Look through

even the common peo-
ple of Kashmir valley
often describing

local leadership who had
been holding reins of gov-

the Mist
L Kashmiriyat as identi-
Part I ty of J&K who have

ernance upto 2014 have been trumpeting
day in and day out that Indian state of
J&K had special status in constitution of
India interms of Art-370 and also Art-35A
was ask there to benefit the Indian citizens
categorized as permanent resident of J&K
even to the extent of violating the funda-
mental rights of other Indian citizens, one
would ask such leaders that in case it was so
then why even all the permanent residents
of J&K did not have on ground all of their
fundament rights secured and there were
shortage of experts in institutions like med-
ical colleges. Simple answer could be made
that the local leadership has been spending
all energies in only sending messages that
J&K was not as good an Indian state as are
Punjab or UP, 'so called' specials were more
used as distancing symbols and very less as
welfare tools/ provisions.

Particularly after 1957 the 'democratical-
ly elected' leadership that had been ruling
J&K state belonged mostly to Kashmir val-
ley and had been emotionally exploiting
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been too innocent to sense the losses other-
wise they were suffering, They have been in
a way suffering for over seven decades from
a virus of @Myths@ about the erstwhile
princely state of J&K and the J&K as a
state of Independent Republic India /
Union of India after accession more since
the Princely state of J&K acceded to India
Dominion nearly two and half month after
14th August 1947 i.e on October 26, 1947
only. Since the Prince of J&K had delayed
accession ( for reasons as were explained by
him his letter of October 26, 1947
addressed to Governor General of India)
the government of Pakistan believing that
J&K was a Muslim majority princely state
& Kashmir valley had nearly 95 % Muslim
population engineered open aggression on
State on  October 22, 1947 from
Muzaffrabad side but the designs of
Pakistan did not suceeed since the local
Kashmir valley population instead opposed
the intruders, The resistance that Pakistani
forces faced from the local Kashmir valley

people did earn appreciations from the
Indian masses bringing the Kashmiri lead-
ers in more of focus. Since i democratic
India state governments were to be formed
based on majority in Legislative Assembly
the Delimitations for J&K legislative
assembly were not honestly drafted after
1957 .

The subjects of Indian state of J&K were
i a way kept caught in a web woven with
the strings of regionalism / communalism
under the influence of myths cultivated by
their own leadership after the process of
electing democratic governments was start-
ed in 1957. The proportions in Legislative
Assembly were almost unfairly / manipulat-
ed /duplicated as they were in the J&K
Constituent Assembly {which had been
made on adhoc basis but still the then in
1950 leaders from Kashmir Valley had
been sincere in their feel for the people of
all regions of J&K which could be seen
from the fact that although the Constituent
Assembly  had more members from

less elected members in Legislative Council
from Valley (12 ) but more for the areas
outside the Kashmir Valley (14 J +2 L) }.

Those who had eye on seats of governance
kept the innocent masses entrapped in
regional / comnunal/ sectoral controversies
in the name of special status / reasons for
delayed accession / princely state of J&K
having acceded to India with the choice
local people particularly of Kashmir Valley
‘Where as the people outside Valley that had
comparatively more of backwardness and
where the distant backward area too had
very large Muslim population remained
devoid of timely development and adequate
share in the government/ administration .
Not only that in Kashmir Valley also the
locals were kept lost in regional controver-
sies and myths of special status / special
rights / two nation theory and common
people / backward people there too kept on
suffering of poor representation in senior
administration/ ministerial levels even when
they were voting in the name of

Kashmir Valley (43 ) AND had less mem-  Kashmiriayat/ special status.

bers from outside Kashmir Valley ( 30 To be continued.
Jammu region + 2 Ladakh region ) but (The Author is Sr Journalist, social
while drafting the Constitution the activist and analyst J&K affairs
Constituent Assembly in Section-50 kept dayasagr45@yahoo.com).



