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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: After a gap of 20
years,  Indian team led by
Captain Dushyant Singh
Jakhar finished its campaign
at the Asian Men's U20
Volleyball Championship
with a silver medal after los-
ing 1-3 against Iran in the
final in Riffa, Bahrain.

The Indian team put on a
great fight, but couldn't com-
pare to the Iranian side as
the latter triumphed over the
former 12-25, 19-25, 25-22,
15-25.

India beat Thailand in the
semifinals with a score of 3-1
( 25-21, 23-25, 25-18, 25-
17) to reach the final.

This was the second
instance the two teams faced

each other. India and Iran
met during the pool stage
where Iran piped India 3-0
(25-20, 25-10, 25-19).

India had previously won
two silver, having lost once to
South Korea and Iran in
1994 and 2002 respectively.

India secured second posi-
tion in the Championship
among 17 Asian countries
after a gap of 20 years.

Throughout the event,
Captain of the Indian Team,
Dushyant Singh Jakhar
played an outstanding game
supported by Aman Kumar,
Tanish, Sameer Chaudhary,
Ajeet Shekho, Harshit Giri,
Sachin Dagar and libero
Kartikeyan to achieve this
exceptional feat.

Indian Captain Dushyant
Singh Jakhar was also
awarded with "Best Blocker
of Asia Award" and
Karthikeyan awarded with
'Best Libero of Asia Award'
by the Asian Volleyball
Confederation.

Korea clinched the bronze
medal after thumping
Thailand in straight sets (31-
29, 25-16, 25-14). Thailand,
bronze medallists in 2018,
finished fourth.

With this performance,
Indian U-20 volleyball team
has qualified to play FIVB
Volleyball Men's U21 World
Championship 2023.

Prof. (Dr.) Achyuta
Samanta-Member of
Parliament & President,

VFI, S. Vasudevan-
Chairman VFI, Raj Kumar-
Executive Vice President
VFI, Ramavtar Singh
Jakhar-Executive Vice
President-CZ, Asian
Volleyball Confederation,
President, Rajasthan State
Olympic Association, Anil
C h o u d h a r y - S e c r e t a r y
General, Sunil Tiwari-
Treasurer VFI and all the
office bearers of the
Volleyball Federation of India
congratulated the players of
silver medal winner team and
Chief Coach G E Sridharan,
Rajesh and Praveen Sharma-
Assistant Coaches and
Manager Prof. Nalakath
Basheer and Dr. Narendra
Singh Kshatriya-FIVB

International Referee for
their tremendous and mind
blowing  performance.

"This medal is the great
efforts of players, who under
the guidance and supervision
of Prof. (Dr.) Achyuta
Samanta and Ramavtar
Singh Jakhar, played a fine
game in the whole champi-
onship,"  said Associate
Secretary VFI Kuldeep
Magotra.

Magotra added that under
the Presidentship of Dr.
Samanta,   volleyball in India
will prosper and achieve new
heights at national and inter-
national levels.

For the wholesome develop-
ment of Indian Volleyball, he
said, Dr. Samanta and

Ramavtar Singh Jakhar take
all necessary steps for play-
ers as well as officials of vol-
leyball throughout the coun-
try.

Meanwhile, Patron-in-
Chief, Volleyball Association
of Jammu and Kashmir, Raj
Daluja; President, Sidharth
Daluja; Chief Executive
Officer, Kuldeep Magotra;
General, Secretary, V K
Magotra; Treasurer, R C
Sharma; Executive Vice
President, H S Gill, Joint
Secretary Mohd Tariq and
other office bearers of VAJK
also congratulated all players
and officials for their per-
formance in the final match
and got silver medal after 20
years.

India win Silver in U-20 Asian Volleyball Championship

Captain Dushyant Singh Jakhar receiving "Best Blocker of Asia Award" and jubilant Indian Volleyball team after winning Silver medal in Asian Men's U20 Volleyball Championship.
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JAMMU: Soham Kamotra (Batch 2021-22) of Delhi
Public School (DPS)
Jammu, an ace level and
a top FIDE Chess play-
er, created a history in
J&K by becoming 1st
player from Jammu &
Kashmir to get
International Chess
Master Norm. 

He got this Norm after
a splendid show in Abu
Dhabi Master's Chess
Championship held at
Abu Dhabi, recently. 

Soham defeated 2
Grandmasters and one
other besides drew with
4 international Masters
to qualify for
International Masters
Norm.

It is noteworthy that Soham is National U-18 Champion
2022 and the highest rated Chess player of J&K. 

Earlier, he emerged as a National Chess Champion in the
Open Section of MPL 31st National Under-18 Chess
Championship held at Pollachi, Tamil Nadu. 

Soham also won a cash prize of Rs. 90,000 in the said
event. Soham is also the first ever player from J&K UT to
be fully sponsored by the Govt. of India for World Chess
Championship, Asian Chess Championship and
Commonwealth Chess Championship. 

Now, he will be fully sponsored by SAI and AICF for
World Youth at Romania and also Asian Youth at
Indonesia to be held in September & October, respectively. 

Principal DPS Jammu, Ruchi Chabra congratulated
Soham and his parents for the glorious achievement and
said that it is a proud moment for all of us that Soham has
made a mark as J&K's first International Chess Master.

President-RCT, Ajatshatru Singh, Pro PVC, Dr. Ritu
Singh and Director, S.S Sodhi congratulated Soham and
his proud parents, Anu Gupta and Amit Mahajan, and also
extended their best wishes for all his future endeavours.

Soham Kamotra of DPS Jammu becomes
J&K’s first International Chess Master
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KATHUA: Deputy
Commissioner Kathua, Rahul
Pandey on Tuesday inaugurat-
ed the Inter Zonal District level
Tournament for under 19 year
boys and Girls here at Trikuta
Ground Dayala Chak.

The Tournament is being held
under the overall supervision of

District Youth Services and
Sports Officer Kathua Sunil
Kumar along with activities
incharges Dharminder Singh
PEM, Nasib Chand PEM,
Parveen Singh PEM and Mess
and Accommodation Incharge
Joginder Kumar PEM.

In his inaugural address, the
Deputy Commissioner called

upon the participating young
athletes to play the games with
true sportsmanship. He said
the sports activities play an
important role in overall per-
sonality development of youth
and provide an opportunity to
work as a team.

During the daylong event, in
Kho-Kho, Zone Bhaddu
defeated Sallan by 7 points,
while Zone Bhaddu defeated
Zone Barnoti by 2-0 to win
Volleyball competition.
Likewise in Badminton, Zone
Lakhanpur defeated Zone
Barnoti by 2-0.

Similarly, in a Cricket match,
Zone Billawar beat Zone
Bhaddu, while in Carrom, Zone
Hiranagar won over Zone
Mahreen.

DC Kathua declares Inter-Zonal
Distt tourney open at Dayala Chak

DC Kathua, Rahul Pandey receiving memento.   
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JAMMU: Senior Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) leader
and former Deputy Chief
Minister, Kavinder Gupta
urged the Sports Council
authorities to become proac-
tive in providing facilities on
the pattern of Haryana
Government so that our
youngsters bring unprece-
dented laurels to the UT and
its people. 

He stated this in his address
during a function held here on
Tuesday in which he felicitat-
ed young players of J&K UT
who won medals in 15th
National Grappling
Championship 2022 held at
Sonepat in Haryana. 

Those who brought laurels
to J&K Union Territory
include Sundervi Billowria
(Gold Medal), Aman Gupta
(Bronze Medal), Abhi Dadwal
(Bronze Medal), Tanmeet

Kour (Bronze Medal),
Suryansh Singh Rajput
(Bronze Medal), Anmol
Kumar (Bronze Medal) and
Trushi Gupta (Bronze
Medal).

Kavinder also appreciated
Aman Gupta, Founder of
Inara Welfare Trust for pro-
viding training to the young
sports aspirants for making
them capable of successful
participation in the events at
the national and international
level. 

He expressed gratitude to
Pooja Chauhan for extending
all possible support to these
youngsters and encouraging
them for their bright future in
sports.

The former Dy Chief
Minister, while questioning
the J&K Sports Council for
its failure to provide basic
facilities to the sportsperson
lamented that how can the

youngsters be motivated to
adopt sports as career in such
a dismal scenario. He said
that there is no dearth of
funds at present as the Centre
is spending thousands of
crores of rupees in strength-
ening and creating the sports
infrastructure across the
nation.

Kavinder urged the J&K
Sports Council to proactively
involve in promoting sports
for which it must focus on
providing adequate sports
facilities, diet and sponsor-
ship to sports aspirants on
the pattern of Haryana Govt
so that our sportspersons will
be able to brining more
medals for J&K.

Kavinder felicitates sportspersons for bringing laurels to J&K

Senior BJP leader, Kavinder Gupta felicitating sportspersons. 
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JAMMU: President,
Jammu Sahodaya &
Principal JK Public School
Kunjwani, Rajesh Rathore
briefed about the finaliza-
tion of JSSC Activity
Calendar for the academic
session 2022-23. 

He expressed his heartfelt
gratitude to Jammu
Sahodaya member
Principals to have chosen
the activities to be hosted
in their respective schools,
as per the dates given
below. 

"Due to COVID-19, the
scheduled calendar activi-
ties were conducted online

during 2020-22 but now all
the schools are looking for-
ward to participating in

these activities offline.
Schools as well as staff
members are feeling excited

to avail the opportunity and
make their students show-
case their innate potential

and acquired skills. In
today's world of profession-
alism and excellence, creat-
ing as many opportunities
as possible for the grooming
of students is the earnest
need of the hour", added the
President JSSC.

"The level of excitement
among school teachers and
students may be gauged by
a simple fact that the very
first activity theme-based
poster making competition
(For Grades VI-VIII), being
hosted by KC International
School, Jammu received
entries from as many as 37
JSSC member schools", he
further added. 

Jammu Sahodaya finalizes Activity Calendar 2022-23

JSSC office bearers after the meeting at JKPS Kunjwani, Jammu. 
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JAMMU: Director General of Police (DGP), J&K, Dilbag Singh,
the Chairman and the Chief patron of J&K Rifle Association was

briefed about the new
upcoming shooters in
different categories
from J&K by the office
bearers of the J&K
Rifle Association here
on Tuesday. 

The DGP appreciat-
ed the achievements of
the shooters of J&K
and hoped that they
would continue to
bring laurels to UT
and the Nation in
future as well. 

He also took stock of
all the upcoming
Shooting tournaments
and events in the dis-

trict and national levels.  He further appreciated the team man-
agement and hard work put in by all members of J&K Rifle
Association and encouraged them for full utilization of the avail-
able shooting ranges in J&K for grooming of the promising play-
ers from J&K for competing at the international level successful-
ly. It is noteworthy that under the able guidance of DGP Dilbag
Singh, many new shooting ranges and Shooting Clubs have come
up in  J&K, so much so that J&K is fast developing into a
favourite sports hub of the players in the country. On behalf of all
members of JKRA, President, Kuldeep Singh Jamwal and
Treasurer, S.S Sodhi thanked DGP for his useful advice and for
extending his valuable support and guidance to the promising
shooters of J&K in different categories.  They also expressed
gratitude for LG Manoj Sinha and the government of J&K for
supporting sports and games in UT and encouraging sportsmen
in all fields to display their talent in sports like shooting.

DGP Dilbag briefed about
Shooters of J&K

DGP Dilbag Singh 
with JKRA Members.
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JAMMU: The Department of Youth Services
and Sports (DYSS) Zone Bishnah celebrated
National Sports Day at GHS Chak Murar
under the directions of Youth Services and
Sports Officer, Jammu and under the overall
supervision of Surbjeet Kour, Zonal Physical
Education Officer Bishnah .

Headmistress GHS Chak Muar, Nassim

Bano was the Chief Guest and other officials
of the Institution were also present. ZPEO
Bishnah Surbjeet Kour briefed about the
importance of sports in our lives and for keep-
ing us physical and mentally fit. She encour-
aged the whole staff members for their efforts
for making this event a great success. 712
boys and girls were participated in different
games in the event.

DYSS Zone Bishnah celebrates National Sports Day

Participants of Bishnah zone posing for a photograph with officials. 
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UDHAMPUR: District
level Inter zonal under-19
boys Cricket tournament
got underway at Subhash
Stadium, here. The event is
organised by the
Department of Youth
Services and Sports
(DYSS) under the guidance
of district (DYSS) officer,
Swaran Singh.

Four teams from as many

zones of the district are tak-
ing part in this competition.
Earlier, the participating
teams advised by the dis-
trict officer to maintain a
balance between sports and
academics so as to be suc-
cessful in life. 

Doday's scheduled match-
es officiated Sham Lal ,Raj
Kumar Gupta, Vinod
Khajuria, Raj Kumar,
Rajesh Sharma, Parshotam

Kumar, Deepika Manhas
and Rakesh. 

Among others present
were Anita Goswami,
Sanjeev Kumar, Jatin
Sethi, Karun Magotra,
Sanjeev Khajuria, Sudesh
Kumar, Bhoopinder Singh,
Angrez Singh, Vipin
Photra., Sourab Pandit,
Ghaneem Akhter, Abdul
Qadir and Bal Singh from
Medical Assistant.

Inter-Zonal U-19 Boys Cricket meet
begins at Udhampur


