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STATE TIMES NEWS
KATRA: Dr. Vikas Padha,
Senior Joint Replacement
Surgeon at Narayana
Hospital Katra, has
marked a significant
achievement by performing
over 200 joint replacement
surgeries in the past 18
months. In 2023 alone, Dr.
Padha completed 105 sur-
geries and reached another
century in the first half of
2024. His expertise prima-
rily covers Total Knee and
Total Hip Replacements.

Since joining SMVD
Narayana Hospital Katra
in 2017, Dr. Padha has
tackled numerous challeng-
ing cases, including com-
plex surgeries performed at
only a few elite centers in
India. He also highlighted
the successful joint replace-
ments carried out for can-
cer survivors, a feat made
possible by the world-class
infrastructure and skilled
team at Narayana Hospital
Katra.

Dr. Padha emphasized the
advanced facilities available
at the hospital, including a
specialized operation the-
atre for joint replacements,
a well-equipped post-opera-
tive unit, and a dedicated
24/7 physiotherapy team.
These resources ensure a
safe, pain-free recovery for
patients. He noted that pre-
viously, patients had to
travel outside Jammu for
such procedures, but
Narayana Hospital Katra
has now become a preferred
center for joint replace-
ments in J&K.

He expressed gratitude to

his team, including the
Operation Theatre staff,
the Department of
Anaesthesia, ICU,
Physiotherapy, and
Hospital Administration,
particularly Facility
Director MM Mathawan,
Clinical Director Dr. JP
Singh, and Executive
Director Dr. Yashpal
Sharma, for their unwaver-
ing support.

Most of these surgeries,
which cost around Rs 2-2.5
lakh each, are performed
free of charge under the
Ayushman Bharat Scheme
with the Golden Card. Dr.
Padha's work has been
recently recognized by the
National Health Authority
for excellence in Total Hip
Replacement surgeries.

Double Century of Joint Replacement
Surgeries by Dr Vikas Padha in 1.5 years

STATE TIMES NEWS
LEH: In a notable ceremo-
ny at Raj Niwas, Leh,
Lieutenant Governor Brig.
(Dr.) B.D. Mishra (Retd.)
laid the foundation stone
for the Revamped
Distribution Sector
Scheme (RDSS) projects in
Ladakh. The event was
attended by key figures
including Advocate Tashi
Gyalson, Chairman/Chief
Executive Councillor of
LAHDC Leh; Dr. Jaffer
Akhoon, Chairman/Chief
Executive Councillor of
LAHDC Kargil; Dr. Pawan
Kotwal, IAS, Advisor to the
Lt. Governor; and senior
officials from Power Grid
Corporation of India
Limited (PGCIL), the
Power Development
Department of Ladakh,
and other pertinent depart-
ments.

The RDSS, a critical ini-
tiative by the Government
of India, aims to bolster the
operational efficiency and
financial sustainability of
Distribution Companies
(DISCOMs). With a total
outlay of Rs. 3 lakh crore
and a budgetary support of
Rs. 97,631 crore, the
scheme is designed to
enhance the quality, relia-
bility, and affordability of
power supply.

Ladakh has secured
approval for projects worth
Rs. 862.84 crore, with Rs.
776.56 crore in gross budg-
etary support from the
Government of India and

an additional Rs. 86.28
crore from the UT. These
projects will be executed by
Power Grid Energy
Services Ltd (PESL), a
subsidiary of Power Grid
Corporation of India Ltd.,
and aim to provide reliable,
grid-connected power
across the region, advanc-
ing towards a carbon-free
Ladakh.

R.K. Tyagi, CMD of
POWERGRID, empha-
sized the corporation's ded-

ication to developing
Ladakh's power infrastruc-
ture. The Lieutenant
Governor urged timely
completion of the projects
to ensure every household
benefits from the enhanced
power supply. Rajesh
Kumar, Executive Director
of POWERGRID Northern
Region-II, provided details
on the scheme's highlights
and ongoing works in the
region during his welcome
address.

LG Mishra lays foundation stone for revamped
distribution sector scheme projects in Ladakh

LG Leh Brig. (Dr.) B.D. Mishra chairing a meeting.
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JAMMU: Prof. (Dr.) K G
Suresh, former Director General
of IIMC and Vice Chancellor of
Makhanlal Chaturvedi National
University of Journalism and
Communication, Bhopal, recent-
ly addressed the students of
IIMC Jammu on "Current
Trends and Future of Media."
His interactive session empha-
sized the shift from merely
informing audiences to actively
engaging in conversations with
them. Prof. Suresh commended
the students for their admission
to IIMC Jammu, highlighting
the unique advantages of
studying in a non-metro city.
He encouraged them to lever-
age this opportunity by focus-
ing on developmental journal-
ism and exploring the distinct
possibilities available in
Jammu. He stressed the
importance of factual report-
ing, accuracy, and the need for
journalists to be versatile yet

master one area. "The emerg-
ing journalist must be a jack of
all trades but obtain mastery in
one," he advised. Prof. Suresh
also urged students to enhance
their skills through continuous
practice and to immerse them-
selves in literature to elevate
their language and reporting
standards. He encouraged
them to become 'factivists' by
digging deeper and conducting
thorough research. Discussing
the evolving media landscape,
Prof. Suresh noted the shift in
ownership patterns, with indi-
viduals now able to reach vast
audiences through platforms
like YouTube and social media

without substantial financial
investment.

Dr. Dilip Kumar, Regional
Director of IIMC Jammu,
expressed how Prof. Suresh's
insights have profoundly influ-
enced his career in journalism
and academics. Dr. Ravia
Gupta concluded the session
with a heartfelt note of grati-
tude to Prof. Suresh. The
event, moderated by Dr. Vinit
Utpal, Assistant Professor and
Special Officer for Student
Welfare at IIMC Jammu, was
also attended by Dr. Jai
Prakash Verma, Regional
Director of IGNOU Jammu,
and other distinguished guests.

We live in age of conversation,
not information: Prof. Suresh

Prof. (Dr.) K G Suresh, former DG  IIMC along with 
students of IIMC Jammu. 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Gaurav Gupta, for-
mer General Secretary of the
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, Jammu, recently met
with Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha to submit a mem-
orandum addressing key issues
essential for Jammu &
Kashmir's development. Gupta
praised the Lieutenant
Governor for the substantial
progress in infrastructure, gov-
ernance, and public welfare
under his leadership. He
acknowledged Sinha's visionary
approach, which has driven
these advancements.
During the meeting, Gupta
urged the immediate imple-
mentation of the J&K Official
Language Act, 2020, which

mandates official orders in
Hindi, Dogri, English,
Kashmiri, and Urdu. Despite
being passed in Parliament four
years ago, the notification for

the Act has yet to be issued.
Gupta stressed the need for lin-
guistic inclusivity and request-
ed that the notification be
released promptly, particularly

with the upcoming Assembly
elections in mind.
Gupta also proposed the devel-
opment of a comprehensive reli-
gious tourism circuit by the
Shree Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board, which would
include sites such as Mantalai,
Sudhmahdev, and Shiv Khori
near Reasi district. He suggest-
ed introducing free bus services
for pilgrims and developing
huts under a Public-Private
Partnership model to boost
tourism and economic growth
in the Jammu region.
Additionally, he recommended
that the Shrine Board expand
its mandate to include the
establishment of educational
institutions, such as an
Engineering College, to retain

local talent and promote region-
al development. Further, Gupta
highlighted the Central
Package Incentives of Rs
28,400 crore introduced by the
Central Government and urged
for an extension of the incen-
tives window beyond the
September 30, 2024, deadline.
He called for an enhancement
of this package to support local
traders and contribute to sus-
tainable economic growth.
Lieutenant Governor Sinha
acknowledged Gupta's concerns
and assured that the issues
raised would be carefully con-
sidered. Gupta expressed confi-
dence in Sinha's ability to
address these pressing matters
and continue contributing to
the region's progress.

Gaurav Gupta calls on LG Sinha, submits memorandum of demands

Former General Secretary CCI Gaurav Gupta calling on
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha.
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BUDGAM: The District Administration Budgam on Saturday
convened a condolence meet to extend condolences on the sad
demise of Grandmother of Deputy Commissioner Budgam.

The condolence meeting was chaired by Additional District
Development Commissioner (ADDC), Budgam, Khurshid
Ahmad Shah. Tributes were paid to the deceased Grandmother
of DC and prayers were offered for peace to the departed soul.
The employees also observed two minute silence in memory of
the departed soul. Speaking at the outset, the ADDC described
the departed as a noble woman and extended heartfelt condo-
lences to the Deputy Commissioner and the bereaved family.
CPO, CEO and other officers and officials at the DC Office
also attended the condolence meeting.

Chairman DDC Budgam, Nazir Ahmad Khan also expressed
grief and sorrow over the demise of the Grandmother of
Deputy Commissioner Budgam, and prayed for peace to the
departed soul.

Demise of DC Budgam's Grandmother condoled 

Administration officials condoling demise.
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JAMMU: GGHS Kachi
Chawni, Jammu, had the
honor of hosting Kewal
Krishan Wadhera, a renowned
social activist, during a special
assembly held on Saturday. 

His visit left a significant
impact on the students as he
sensitized them on the impor-

tance of preserving the envi-
ronment and maintaining its
greenery through plantation
and cleanliness. In his address,
Wadhera emphasized the criti-
cal need to adopt an eco-
friendly lifestyle, which
includes the ban on single-use
plastics. He highlighted how
small, consistent efforts can
lead to substantial positive
changes in our environment,
encouraging students to take
active roles in safeguarding
their surroundings.

"It is a great pleasure to wel-
come such a dynamic social
activist to GGHS Kachi
Chawni, Jammu. We will keep
in mind his valuable teachings,
suggestions, and experiences,
and strive to work towards the
ban on single-use plastics,"
said Headmaster Hamida
Perveen in her concluding
remarks.

Wadhera graces special Assembly
at GGHS Kachi Chawni

Kewal Krishan Wadhera, social activist during visit to school. 
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JAMMU: Livfast, a leading
power solutions provider in
India, has appointed SKS
Enterprises as its author-
ized distributor for Jammu
and surrounding areas. This
partnership aims to enhance
Livfast’s market presence,
making its advanced power
solutions, including automo-
tive batteries, inverters,
inverter batteries, and solar
applications, more accessi-
ble to local
consumers.Livfast’s invert-
ers are known for their 25%
faster charging and 25%
extended battery backup,
setting new standards in
performance and reliability.
The brand, endorsed by

cricket legend MS Dhoni,
represents speed, depend-
ability, and resilience—qual-
ities reflected in both the
brand and its
ambassador.Nikhil Kaul,
Karunesh Bharti, and
Himanshu Sharma of SKS
Enterprises will help Livfast
solidify its presence in
Jammu. Vikas Gandhi, EVP
& Business Head at Livfast,
emphasized the strategic
importance of Jammu and
the company’s commitment
to bringing cutting-edge
technology and reliable sup-
port to the region. Livfast,
with over 900 service engi-
neers nationwide, continues
to innovate and meet evolv-
ing consumer needs.

Livfast Partners with SKS Enterprises to
Strengthen Presence in Jammu Region

Livfast members during the programme.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Rakesh Chander Kohli S/o Late Sh.
Sudershan Pal Kohli R/o H.No.34- A,
Gandhi Nagar, Jammu A/P Mohali,
Chandigarh intend to Sell Plot No.78 in
Housing Colony, Channi Rama, Jammu to
Sh. Akhil Gupta S/o Sh. Narinder Gupta &
Smt. Anju Gupta W/O Sh. Narinder Gupta
R/o Flat No-T-2, Bock-D, Royal Nest
Apartment, Near Jodhamal, School,
Sainik Colony, Jammu. I have applied for
NOC for Conveyance Deed for transfer of
lease hold rights of above said plot.
Objection, if any, may be conveyed to the
Managing Director, J&K Housing Board,
Green Belt Park, Gandhi Nagar, Jammu
within a period of 15 days from the date of
publication of this Notice. However, no
objection will be entertained after the
expiry of the above said period.

NOTICE
I, Tanveer Singh S/o Balbir
Singh R/o Upper Gadi
Garh, Jammu do hereby
declare that I have lost my
passport vide passport no
N7231852 while travelling
at Satwari, Jammu on
05.08.2024. Now I am
applying for new passport.
Objection if any may convey
to Passport Office Jammu
within 7 days publication of
this notice.
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