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When an idea exclusively occupies the mind, it is

transformed into an actual physical or mental state.

-Swami Vivekananda

The "Har Ghar Tiranga" campaign, launched as part of
India's 75th Independence Day celebrations, represents a
profound initiative to instill patriotism and a sense of nation-

al pride among citizens. This campaign, spearheaded by the
Government of India, aims to encourage every Indian household to
hoist the national flag, the Tiranga, thereby fostering a unified
national identity and celebrating the country's rich heritage.

The "Har Ghar Tiranga" campaign is a tribute to India's journey
to independence and its continued evolution as a democratic nation.
The primary objective is to ensure that every citizen, irrespective of
their geographic location or socio-economic status, participates in
this grand celebration by displaying the national flag prominently
at their homes. This initiative is not merely about displaying the
flag but is symbolic of the values of unity, freedom, and patriotism
that the Tiranga represents.

The Tiranga, or Tricolor, holds deep significance for Indians. Its
three colors-saffron, white, and green-represent courage and sacri-
fice, peace and truth, and faith and chivalry, respectively. The
Ashoka Chakra, the navy-blue wheel in the center of the flag, sym-
bolizes the eternal wheel of law. Each element of the flag embodies
the ethos of the nation and serves as a reminder of the struggles
and sacrifices made for India's freedom.

To make the campaign successful, various initiatives have been
undertaken. Government and non-government organizations alike
have been actively involved in distributing flags, organizing aware-
ness programs, and facilitating easy access to the Tiranga. In
urban areas, local administrations and civic bodies have conducted
outreach programs, including flag distribution drives and educa-
tional sessions about the significance of the flag. Rural areas have
also been targeted, with efforts made to ensure that even the
remotest corners of the country participate in the campaign.

The campaign has witnessed enthusiastic participation from all
sections of society. Schools, colleges, and universities have organ-
ized flag hoisting ceremonies, patriotic events, and cultural pro-
grams to engage students and educators. 

HAR GHAR TIRANGA

K.V. SEETHARAMAIAH

The unabated attack on Hindus in Bangladesh is dis-
turbing.   Merit in the involvement of Hindu students
in the fall of the Sheikh Hasina government is debat-

able.   What is strange is that when the Hindus have not gone
against the move to overthrow the Hasina government and
have in fact supported the move, the new dispensation has
remained blindfolded at the attack on Hindus.   It is alarm-
ing that the opposition parties in India who howl at the
attack on minorities in India have not minced a word at the
attack on minorities in the neighbouring country.  The tur-
moil in Bangladesh has taken away the sleep of the Hindu
minorities.  It has been reported that a 26-year old former
Dhaka University student Nilay Kumar Biswas has been
allegedly facing nightmarish situation.  If it is true that the
Hindus joined their hands in the fall of the Hasina govern-
ment, their move is terribly wrong considering that they were
more safe at the hands of the erstwhile Hasina government
than the present dispensation.   Biswas has allegedly
expressed his view that most police stations have remained
unmanned and murderous mobs are going on a rampage.  He
bemoans that the Hindu community feels vulnerable at such
times because Hindus are easy targets.  Biswas recalls that
Hindu students stood shoulder to shoulder with their Muslim
counterparts demanding an end to quota system.  Biswas has
been banking on the fellow Muslims to protect the Hindus.
He says some of his friends are standing guard to protect the
temples.   Nobel Peace Laureate Muhammad Yunus, heading
the interim government, has appealed to the attackers to
remain calm and he has 'threatened' that he would resign if
the attack is not stopped.   This is only an attempt to placate
India which has remained concerned at the continued attack.
It has been observed that some people have appreciated
Yunus for saying that he would resign.  Those people have
'advised' Modi to emulate the example of Yunus.   It is for this
reason that a proverb has been coined which says 'the wood-
en handle of the axe is the enemy of wood'.   The appeal by
Yunus has not cut the ice with the attackers to stop the
attack on Hindus.  The anti-quota stir in Bangladesh against
reservation of 56 per cent of government jobs for specific
groups including 30 per cent to the descendants of the
Bangladesh founders took violent turn.  Reservation was
slashed by the Bangladesh Supreme Court substantially
sensing the gravity of the situation arising out of anti-reser-
vation agitation.   There is absolutely no reason to turn the
heat on Hindus when their participation in stir was only
against the Hasina government, not the present government.
Hindus had allegedly participated in the protests hoping it is
a fight for fairness.  The trouble in Bangladesh did not end
at the point of ousting Hasina.   It has been taken forward at
forcing the Chief Justice of Bangladesh Obaidul Hassan,
believed to be the loyalist of Hasina, to tender his resignation
for his post along with other 5 top judges.  Syed Refaat
Ahmed has been appointed Chief Justice by the interim gov-
ernment.   A situation of this kind is unheard anywhere in the
world.  The Hindus in Bangladesh have started raising "Jai
Sri Ram" slogan.   This shows that the minorities have mus-
tered some courage to confront the interim government.
Bangladesh is an Islamic country.  Members of the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and the outlawed
Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami have been exploiting the situa-
tion to engineer attack on Hindus homes, temples and busi-
nesses.  The protection to the minorities in Bangladesh can-
not be expected at the level seen in India since the country
has been declared 'secular' country here.   The term 'secular'
was surreptitiously added by Indira Gandhi in the seventies.
This term was not included in Dr. Ambedkar's Constitution.
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has offered to
give shelter to anyone in distress who comes on knocking
door.   She has not mentioned that the persecuted Hindus
would be given shelter.   What does 'anyone' mean?   This
offer is more helpful to the Bangladeshis who want to infil-
trate into India.   Already there is concentration of
Bangladeshis in Assam, her own state West Bengal, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Kerala, Rajasthan, Jammu and Kashmir and
Uttar Pradesh.   Shelter to persecuted Hindus is acceptable.
It is for this reason the need of CAA is felt.   Bengal is not
the personal property of the Chief Minister.   It is the central
government that should take a call to give asylum to those
who knock at the door of India.   It has been estimated that
at present there are 6.28 million Bangladeshi Muslim popu-
lation having infiltrated into India, and a good chunk of them
are present in West Bengal.   The presence of Bangladeshis
in large numbers in Bengal has been returning her to the seat
of repeatedly.   If all the Bangladeshis are eased out or are
deported, and if election is conducted after deporting them,
Mamata Banerjee cannot dream of coming to power in
future.   Mamata Banerjee should not bask in the fire of
Bangladesh to allow the Bangladeshis to her state and
strengthen her votebank in the name of giving shelter to
those who are in 'distress'.   When there is cry for population
control in India, the influx of foreign nationals runs counter
to the contemplated action to control the population.  It is
ridiculous to control the Indian population on one hand and
to pave way for foreign nationals on the other. It is rather dis-
turbing that Mamata Banerjee has maintained loud silence
on the on-going attack against Hindus in Bangladesh.

Attack on Hindus  in
Bangladesh

I.D SONI

(a) The Value of the Mind:  First we have
to understand the mind. The mind is
infinitely valuable; only because it exists

in our body and we are called human beings. If
someone loses his hand, he can still live. If some-
one loses his leg, he can still live. If someone loses
his eyes, he can still live a very good life. However,
if someone has lost his mind, he is as good as
dead. If the mind is gone, everything is gone. A
man who happens to be of a great support many
people, but because he has lost his mind, he can-
not even support his own body.

No matter how much wealth a person has,
if he has not received the blessings of his own
mind, his wealth is of no use to him. No matter
how many skills a person has, if his mind is gone,
his skills have no value. Even if his body is very
strong and healthy, if his senses of perception and
organs of action function perfectly, if his mind is
not well, his life does not work. A person may have
a very young and beautiful body, but if his mind
is sick, he is older than the most aged persons. On
the other hand, his body may be very old, his
outer circumstances may be terrible, his family
life may be falling apart, but if his mind is strong
and quiet, neither unhappiness nor grief can
touch him. That is why, if someone were to ask
me, "What is the most important possession in
this world?" I would say, "A good mind."

The ancient Indian sages and philosophers

did a great deal of search into the inner worlds
and composed many great scriptures and philo-
sophical works. In all these lengthy texts, very lit-
tle is written about God. Instead, it is the mind-
the different means for purifying and stilling it-
which is discussed. The sages discovered that the
purer the mind is, the happier one feels. The
minds of children are not stable, but they are very
pure, and for this reason children are happier
than most adults. However, greater happiness
comes when one stills the mind. Although it is
necessary to still the mind, there is no point in try-
ing to subjugate it or still it by force. It is useless
to chase after the mind, trying to quiet it forcibly.

All these senses, external and internal, must
be under our control. By hard practice we have to
arrive at the stage where we can assert our mind
against the senses, against the commands of
nature. We should be able to say to our mind, "You
are mine; we order you, do not see or hear any-
thing. Next, the mind must be made to quiet
down. It is rushing about. We must have great
power of endurance. Life seems comfortable; and
we find the mind behaves well when everything is
going well with us. But if something goes wrong
our mind loses its balance. That is not good. We
must bear all evil and misery without one mur-
mur of hurt, without one thought of unhappiness,
resistance, remedy or retaliation. This is true
endurance.

All the knowledge that the world has ever

received comes from the mind; the infinite library
of the universe is in our own mind. The external
world is simply the suggestion, the occasion,
which sets us to study our own mind, but the
object of study is always our own mind. All knowl-
edge depends upon calmness of mind. It is our
own mental attitude which makes the world what
it is for us. Our thoughts make things beautiful,
our thoughts make things ugly. The whole world
is in our minds. Let us learn to see things in the
proper light. All knowledge, therefore, secular or
spiritual, is in our mind. We have in us all and a
thousand times more than is in all the books. We
must not lose faith in ourselves, we can do any-
thing in this universe with the help of our pure
mind.

(b) Let Us Train Our Mind to be Positive:
At a fundamental level, as human beings,

we are all the same; each one of us aspires to hap-
piness and each one of us does not wish to suffer.
Today, there is increasing recognition, as well as
a growing body of scientific evidence, that con-
firms the close connection between our own
states of mind and our happiness. On the one
hand, many of us live in societies that are very
developed materially, yet among us are many
people who are not very happy. Just under neath
the beautiful surface of affluence there is a kind
of mental unrest, leading to frustration, unneces-
sary quarrels, reliance on drugs or alcohol, and
the worst case, suicide. There is no guarantee

that wealth alone can give us the joy or fulfilment
that we seek.

However, as human beings we are gifted
with marvellous human intelligence and a capac-
ity to develop determination and use it is positive
ways. This will enable us to pressure our under-
lying mental health. Realising we have this great
human potential gives us a fundamental
strength. This recognition can act as a mecha-
nism that enables us to deal with any difficulty or
a situation without losing hope or sinking into
feelings of low self-esteem. If the problem or the
situation is such that it can be remedied, then
there is no need to worry about it. The appropri-
ate action is to seek its solution. Then it is clear-
ly more sensible to spend our energy focussing on
the solution rather than worrying about the
problem.     

Taking a realistic view and cultivating a prop-
er motivation can also shield us against feelings
of fear and anxiety. If we develop a pure and sin-
cere motivation, if we are motivated by a wish to
help on the basis of kindness, compassion and
respect, then we can carry on any kind of work,
in any field, and function more effectively with
less fear and worry, not being afraid of what oth-
ers think or whether we ultimately will be suc-
cessful in reaching our goal. Even if we fail to
achieve our goal, we can feel good about having
made the effort.

(To  be  continued...)

HOW TO HAVE PEACE OF MIND

O N KOUL

Bangladesh which in fact is the creation of
India will go down in the history of Indian
subcontinent for the persecution and

attacks on its minority Hindu population recent-
ly and that country is rightly condemned for its
atrocities ,attacks ,killings ,molestation ,rape and
loot of Hindus there .Amid anti-Hindu attacks
,there were also examples of some sane Muslims
protecting Hindu neighbors  .There is worst kind
of human rights violation of the minority Hindus
in Bangladesh and the world human right organ-
izations should take due note of these inhuman
atrocities and consequent human right violations
of the Hindu population there .The world human
right watch and amnesty international should not
only take note of the human right violations of
Hindu's in Bangladesh but should also take puni-
tive action against Bangladesh .It is very unfortu-
nate that a swami who had arranged iftar for
many Muslim brethren for whole of Ramzan was
murdered brutally by the extremists .The interim
government headed by Younis does not take need
and appropriate steps to contain violence against
Hindu minorities in Bangladesh .It is very unfor-
tunate that hundreds of Hindu houses ,business-
es ,and temples have been vandalized following
the ouster of prime minister Sheikh Hasina
.India has voiced concerns about the incident
,with EAM S.Jaishankar saying that ''what was
particularly worrying was that minorities ,their
businesses and temples also came under attack at
multiple locations .''Hindu's constitute about 8%
of Bangladesh's 170 million population and have
historically largely supported Hasina's Awami
League Party ,which identifies as largely secular
,instead of the opposition bloc that includes a
hardliner Islamist party .The Bangladesh Hindu
Buddhist Christian Unity Council -BHBCUC
said 200-300 mainly Hindu homes and business-
es had been vandalized since Monday ,and 15-20
Hindu temples damaged. Up to 40 people have
been injured though not seriously ,its general sec-
retary ,Rana Dasgupta ,told Reuters .''The com-
munal atrocities erupted hours before Hasina
resigned,'' he said ''Houses and businesses of
minorities ,especially Hindus ,as well as temples
have been targeted ,looted ,damaged .The situa-
tion is horrific as per Mahindra Kumar Nath ,a
Hindu community leader. ''Even today ,we are
getting calls from people asking us to save their

lives ,but we are not receiving any support from
anywhere ''Hindu community leaders said that
they were feeling vulnerable because of the lack of
a functioning government .In response to the
widespread attacks on minorities ,especially
Hindus ,in post -Hasina Bangladesh ,UK and
USA streets witnessed massive protests against
the atrocities and attacks on Hindus in
Bangladesh .Passionate plea for protection of
Hindu minorities in Bangladesh ,urging immedi-
ate action from Biden Administration .In a pow-
erful yet peaceful display of solidarity over 300
Indian Americans and Banglidashi -origin
Hindus gathered at Sugar Land City Hall in
Houston on Sunday August 11,2024 morning to
protest the horrific acts committed by Islamist
extremists targeting Hindu's and other minorities
in Bangladesh .The air was thick with emotions
as attendees united for a cause that resonated
deeply with their identities and beliefs
.Organisors passionately called the Biden
Administration to take immediate and decisive
action to prevent further atrocities and to protect
vulnerable minority communities in Bangladesh
.The recent surge in violence against Hindu com-
munities poses an urgent and alarming threat to
peace and stability in the region ,and the time to
act is now .The Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist
Christian Unity Council  and the Bangladesh
Puja Udjapan Parishad presented the data in an
open letter to Muhammad Yunus .Members of
minority communities in Bangladesh faced at
least 205 incidents of attacks in 52 districts since
the fall of the Sheikh Hasina -led government on
August 5,according to two Hindu organizations
in the violence -hit nation .Houses and business
establishments of Hindu's were attacked by mobs
and their valuables were also looted in at least 27
districts .Two Hindu councilors were killed amid
widespread violence. What started as a protest
against a quota system for government jobs in
Bangladesh has turned into widespread looting
and rioting across the country ,with the minority
community ,mainly Hindu's ,coming under
attack. With Shiekh Hasina fleeing to India and
an interim government at the time of rioting still
to be formed ,videos of temples being set on fire
and houses and businesses of Hindu's being
attacked have flooded social media .Bangladesh
witnessed the ousting of Sheikh Hasina amid
widespread violence ,followed by the establish-

ment of an interim government ,culminating in
forced resignations of the country's chief justice
and governor on Saturday .However ,during this
turbulent period ,reports of multiple attacks on
the Hindu minority in Bangladesh surfaced
.After the fallout of the Shiekh Hasina govern-
ment ,at least two Hindu organizations in
Bangladesh and members of minority communi-
ty have faced at least 205 attacks across 52 dis-
tricts .Two prominent Hindu organizations pre-
sented data on such attacks to Nobel Laureate
Muhammad Yunis ,who had just been sworn in as
the head of the interim government ,according to
The Daily Star newspaper. ''We seek protection
because our lives are in a disastrous state .We are
staying up night ,guarding our homes and tem-
ples .I  have never seen anything like this in my
life .We demand that the government restore
communal harmony in the country ,''Nirmal
Rosario ,one of the three presidents of the unity
council ,said .As reported by The Hindu ,Kajal
Devnath ,a presidium member of the unity coun-
cil, said ,''Those involved in attacking minorities
must be brought to justice .If a minority individ-
ual is attacked for political reasons ,it is still unac-
ceptable .Anyone who commits a crime should be
judged ,but burning homes and looting will not
lead to justice .''From UK to USA ,global outcry
grows louder over violence against Hindu's in
Bangladesh .In response to the widespread
attacks on minorities ,particularly Hindu's in post
-Hasina Bangladesh ,UK and USA streets wit-
nessed massive protests against the atrocities and
attacks on Hindu's in Bangladesh .Significant
crowds gathered outside and staged protest in
front the Houses of Parliament in London and
outside the White House in USA. Protestors held
placards reading 'Save Hindus,' ''Hindu lives mat-
ter ''and demanded justice .Currently Bangladesh
is facing a fluid political situation with its presi-
dent resigned and flew to India on August 5 in the
wake of mounting pressure .Political transition in
Bangladesh hard without addressing Hindu vio-
lence…US based expert reacts .In a recent con-
versation with ANI ,Michael Kugelman ,Director
of the South Asia Institute at Wilson centre ,high-
lighted Bangladesh's growing political instability
,emphasizing the security vacuum due to an
insufficient police presence and a hesitant army
.He noted that the situation is exacerbated by vio-
lent protests and attacks on religious minorities

,particularly Hindu's. Kugelman warned that
until law and order is restored ,achieving a peace-
ful political transition in Bangladesh will be chal-
lenging .The recent unrest has raised concerns
about the country's future stability .As interim
government headed by MD Yunis took oath ,the
safety of minority communities ,especially
Hindus ,in a violence -hit nation remains a con-
cern .On August 9,a large gathering of Hindu
demonstrators took to the Dhaka streets against
attacks on their properties. .Protesters held plac-
ards reading 'Hindu lives matter' ,'Save
Bangladeshi Hindus 'and photographs of vandal-
ized Hindu houses an temples .Notably ,Hindu
temples ,businesses and institutions were target-
ed in Bangladesh .Hundreds of Hindu houses
,businesses and temples have been vandalized fol-
lowing the ouster of the PM and her fleeing to
India .India has voiced concerns about the inci-
dents ,with EAM S.Jaishankar saying that ''
what was particularly worrying was that minori-
ties ,their businesses and temples also came
under attack at many places .''India has evacuat-
ed all non -essential staff and their families from
its embassy and consulates in Bangladesh .An
ISKCON temple in Meher pur ,located in
Bangladesh's Khulna division ,and a Kali temple
were vandalized and set on fire .One of our
ISKCON centres in Meherpur was burnt ,includ-
ing the deities of Lord Jagannath,Baladeva and
Subhadra Devi .The attack on the ISKCON tem-
ple is part of a broader wave of violence that has
targeted multiple Hindu temples across
Bangladesh in the last few days .There is perpet-
ual sense of fear and insecurity among minorities
particularly Hindus and many of them have fled
to India for safety of their lives .Prime Minister
Narendra Modi should use his good offices and
his global image to contain violence against
Hindus in Bangladesh and he should impress
upon the interim  government and its head
Mohammed Younis to put an end to anti -Hindu
violence in that country and protect and safe-
guard Hindus so that they feel a sense of securi-
ty .Bangladesh media outlets have reported
severe persecution of Hindus leading to several
attempts by Bangladeshi Hindus to illegally cross
over to India for their safety .In short Hindu per-
secution ,attacks and atrocities on them are
unfortunate and a cause of concern and grief and
these should end immediately.

Persecution & Attacks on Hindu's in Bangladesh

DR. BANARSI LAL 

Farmers are said to be prosperous only
when they have enough amount of money
in their accounts and this is possible only

when their main occupation i.e. agriculture
becomes more profitable. It has been observed at
various fora that occupation of traditional agri-
culture is not so profitable without any charm.
Thus, many farmers especially the rural youths
are not being attracted to undertake agriculture
as an occupation rather they are disenchanted
with this occupation. Agricultural profitability
can be enhanced by the adoption of modern agri-
cultural technologies which are directly or indi-
rectly supported by the Government, Non-
Government Organizations(NGOs) and other
concerned agencies in various ways with the
objective to improve the socio-economic condi-
tions of the farmers. There are various types of
constraints including those of labour, capital,
risks, uncertainties confronted by farmers in food
production and sale processes etc. compelling
them to leave this occupation and migrate to
some other places in search of economically
attractive avenues yielding greater returns need-
ed to satisfy their increasingly growing needs.
This raises a very pertinent question how working
in agriculture sector can be made more attractive,
profitable and employment augmenting so as to
mitigate the rising aspirations of the farmers and
sustain them in agricultural occupation of food
production for their families and also for the
increasing population of the country. The answer
lies in the adoption of multipronged approaches
to deal with this problem of low agricultural prof-
itability. These approaches can be adopted by the
farmers and government and both the sides
should consider it equally important. It is not a
unilateral process rather it is always a bilateral
phenomenon, developer(government) and devel-
opee (farmer) being two parties, working togeth-
er in symbiosis. Indifference from either side is
detrimental to solution of the problems of low
agricultural productivity/profitability.  Farmers
should not think that it is only the government's
responsibility to make agriculture more prof-
itable, but it is also their responsibility to make it

more profitable.
Adoption of agri-entrepreneurship in agricul-

ture by farmers can be effective in development of
agricultural economy and farmers' prosperity.
The farmers, especially the rural youths, must
imbibe the basics of agri- entrepreneurship and
factors affecting its development. After that they
must think of acquisition of gainful skill accord-
ing to their resources, needs and interest in agri-
culture. For this, they should gear up themselves
to attend some focused need-based agricultural
and allied sectors trainings programmes.Agri-
entrepreneurship refers to an individual's charac-
teristic by virtue of which he/she has an intense
desire and will power to achieve the goal of earn-
ing most of the benefits by undertaking innova-
tive activities of agricultural and allied  sectors
enterprises  such as dairy, poultry, fishery, bee-
keeping, horticulture, floriculture etc. together in
symbiosis including the work of  agri-value addi-
tion in order to improve one's livelihood by dint of
actively engaging oneself in profitable and innova-
tive agricultural enterprises by consistent hard
work and adequate risk bearing ability. There are
various ways to bring agri-entrepreneurship in
agriculture such as:

( a)  By changing the method (how to do) of
agriculture: The method  of agriculture can be
changed by having  strong will/commitment,
learning of modern agricultural technologies by
attending the farmers fairs, awareness/training
camps, Kisan Ghosties, agricultural extension lit-
erature of State Agricultural Universities(
SAUs),Krishi Vigyan Kendras(KVKs),Indian
Council of Agricultural( ICAR) institutions,
radio, TV talks, consulting  progressive farmers,
input dealers,  line department officials etc. , by
growing High Yielding Varieties( HYVs) of crops,
crop and soil management, input management,
plant protection technologies , modern agronom-
ic practices, farm mechanization, by  undertaking
market led agriculture such as growing such
types of  crops which can be sold easily at remu-
nerative prices, i.e., the crops which have ade-
quate demand in the market, entirely different
crop suitable to the agro -climatic conditions of
the farm may be taken, provided it is remunera-

tive, borrowing from institutional sources for nec-
essary capital requirement to take up and contin-
ue the enterprise in a scientific way, followed by
timely repayment, learning to maintain farm
records  and calculating economics of various
enterprises for self-appraisal and introspection so
as to chalk out ameliorative strategies in future.

(b) By changing the dimension of agriculture: 
Crop diversification: Crop diversification refers

to the addition of new crops or cropping systems
to agricultural production on a particular farm
taking into account the different returns from
value added crops with complementary market-
ing opportunities. This gives individuals and
households more security to improve livelihood
and to raise living standards. 

Farm diversification: It consists of taking up of
multiple agricultural production enterprises
together, such as agricultural, horticulture, live-
stock, poultry, floriculture, fishery, bee keeping
etc., on a piece of land, allocating suitable sepa-
rate area for each enterprise, so that the output of
one enterprise acts as input for the other one.
Such type of symbiotic combination of agricultur-
al production enterprises is not a new practice,
but the same has already been practiced by our
farming community since time immemorial
depending upon their need, interest, culture,
sources and capability. The farmer thinks about
the enterprises combination to be taken according
to the natural resources such as types of soil,
topography, rainfall, source of irrigation, climate
etc. he is blessed with. He also introspects his
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats
(SWOT), which vary from farmer to farmer.
There are many researches advocating
Integrated Farming System(IFS)as an agricul-
tural technology capable to significantly enhanc-
ing farm income in generalo 

Occupational diversification: Presently, most of
farmers in India are normally confined to one role,
i.e., producer only. They sell their produce to mid-
dlemen reportedly at remunerative prices result-
ing in low or no profit. Undertaking different
diversified roles by farmers, such as producer,
processor, value adder and marketer may be
referred to as occupational diversification.

Farmers are the real producers of the farm pro-
duce, it is the middlemen who take away the max-
imum benefit in the process of movement of farm
produce from point of production to that of con-
sumption, and they are left with only little benefit.
By involving themselves in various roles of value
addition and marketing of the farm produce or
value added products to the nearest point of final
consumers as far as possible, employment oppor-
tunities can be created for the farmers and
increase their and others income. For this purpose,
farmers should learn skill sets of farm production,
processing, marketing and practice them gainful-
ly, either locally or outside. They should sell farm
produce not at harvest time when there is glut in
the market, but at times of relative scarcity to
obtain a maximum price. The farm produce
should be sold at a place where a premium price
can be obtained. They should process the farm
produce into different products of consumer pref-
erence to obtain maximum price. They should
advertise their processed product to gain the prod-
uct popularity and trustworthiness to obtain max-
imum price. 

(c).  By changing the attitude of farmers: It is a
very difficult task to change the attitude of the
farmers. Farmers generally resist to change.
Attitude of farmers can be changed by creating an
intense urge to earn more and more money by dint
of consistent hard work. Very minute observations
should be made of successful activities in their lives
and learn and emulate them and also learn factors
of failures despite their endeavors.  Attitude can
also be changed by breaking one's socio-psycholog-
ical and personal barrier to undertake any prof-
itable enterprise, by learning and inculcating the
characteristics of entrepreneurship in oneself, by
formation of Self Help Groups (SHGs) for a com-
mon cause and by inculcating belief in participato-
ry development rather than individual develop-
ment. However, there are certain barriers in agri-
entrepreneurship development, such as physical,
personal, family, social, economic, religious, cultur-
al, educational, etc., which can be overcome to
bring   prosperity among the farmers.

(The  writer  is  Chief  Scientist  &  Head,  KVK,
Reasi  SKUAST-JJ)

Promoting Agri-entrepreneurship for Rural Prosperity


