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STATE TIMES NEWS
SAMBA: The Investiture
Ceremony at Humanity
Public School, Bassi Kalan,
held on Saturday, was a
momentous occasion marking
the initiation of the newly
appointed Student Council.
This solemn event was
presided over by the School
Principal, Gaurav Charak,
along with Vice-Principal
Anku Charak, and other dis-
tinguished staff members
including Ravinder Sadhu
(Administrator Officer),
Akashdeep Raina (Senior
Incharge), and others.

The ceremony began with a
prayer song dedicated to
Goddess Saraswati, symboliz-
ing the students' commitment
to knowledge and learning. 

The new Student Council
was then inducted, with
Gayatri Singh Charak (12th)
appointed as Head Girl and
Surya Sharma (12th) as
Head Boy. The Deputy Head
Girl and Deputy Head Boy
roles were filled by Bhumika
Charak (11th) and Gurvinder
Kumar (11th), respectively.

Piyush Narania and
Manyata Billowria (11th)
were selected as School Sports
Captains for boys and girls,
while Shubam Singh (11th)
and Tushangi (12th) were
elected as Co-Curricular
Prefects. House Captains
included Afreen, Kritika
Verma, Khushboo, and
Ananaya (10th) for Agni,
Akash, Prithvi, and Trishool
houses, respectively, with their
Vice-Captains and House
Prefects also appointed.

The Principal, Gaurav
Charak, congratulated the
new council members, empha-
sizing the importance of team-
work and leadership. He
expressed confidence in their
ability to contribute positively
to the school's activities. 

Vice-Principal Anku Charak
highlighted the significance of
early leadership development,
preparing students to become
impactful global citizens. The
ceremony concluded with the
symbolic presentation of sash-
es and badges, marking the
official assumption of their
new roles.

HPS organises investiture ceremony
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JAMMU: Senior National
Conference leader and former
minister Ajay Kumar Sadhotra
on Saturday said his party's
parliamentary board will decide
the chief ministerial candidate
in the coming days and
expressed hope that Omar
Abdullah will reconsider his
decision on not contesting the
Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly polls.

The Election Commission on
Friday announced the assembly
polls in Jammu and Kashmir in
three phases on September 18,
25 and October 1 and the votes
will be counted on October 4.

"The parliamentary board of
the party will decide the face of
the chief minister. In the recent-
ly held working committee
meeting, all the speakers
requested (party vice president

and former chief minister)
Omar Abdullah to reconsider
his decision of not fighting the
assembly elections (before
restoration of full statehood),"
Sadhotra told reporters at the
party headquarters here.

The National Conference
additional general secretary
expressed hope that Omar
would reconsider his decision
and fight the assembly elec-
tions.

Asked about the agenda of
the parliamentary board meet-
ing in Srinagar on Monday,
Sadhotra said the National
Conference is a democratic
party and the party high com-
mand takes all leaders on board
before taking any important
decision.

According to the Election
Commission, the gazette notifi-
cation for the first phase of elec-

tions will be issued on August
20, while the last date for mak-
ing nomination has been set on
August 27 followed by scrutiny
next day and withdrawal of
candidature on August 30.

"The first list of candidates
will be released before the
issuance of the gazette notifica-
tion for the first phase...the par-
liamentary board will decide the
candidates," he said.

Asked whether party presi-
dent Farooq Abdullah will also
contest the elections in case
Omar agrees to jump into the
fray, he said the parliamentary
board will decide it as well.

On the party's target for the
assembly elections and possible
pre-poll alliance, he said the
National Conference would like
to win all the seats to form the
government on its own but it is
people who have to decide on
the new government.

However, one thing is clear
that people want a change
which is evident from the fact

that the BJP's vote share in the
parliamentary elections
declined drastically, Sadhotra
said.

He said the National
Conference is fully prepared for
the elections and added the
decision on pre-poll alliance will
be taken by the party high com-
mand.

Earlier, Sadotra welcomed
several prominent political and
social activists from R S Pora
and Suchetgarh in the party
fold.

Farooq Abdullah was sched-
uled to welcome the new
entrants but had to leave the
venue before the start of the
joining function due to some
work.

Earlier on Friday, Abdullah
welcomed BJP leader and
District Development Council
member Joginder Singh Kaku
in the party fold at a rally at
Jandiyal in the Nagrota assem-
bly constituency. 

NC's parliamentary board to decide CM
face for J&K elections: Sadhotra
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JAMMU: In an unwavering show of sol-
idarity with the rape victims in Kolkata
and after in Uttarakhand, the Nursing
Association of GMC Jammu and its
associated hospitals will be wearing
black bands for the next three days. 

"This symbolic gesture represents our
deep anger, pain, and frustration at the
lack of immediate action and support
from society, including public figures,
celebrities, and the general public," said
J&K Nurses Association Hospitals
headed by Pawanjeet Kour  (SMGS).

"Our profession, dedicated to saving
lives and providing care around the
clock, demands respect, justice, and
swift action. We have tirelessly support-
ed and served our communities, yet, in
this critical time, we find ourselves
fighting alone. The silence from those
who have the power to influence and
lead is deafening," Pawanjeet Kour
said. If, after these three days, justice is
not delivered, she added, "We will be left
with no choice but to escalate our
protest. The Nursing Association of
GMC Jammu and associated hospitals

will go on an indefinite strike until the
demands for justice are met and the
public conscience is awakened to protect
every daughter and sister in our society."

"We urge the authorities to act deci-
sively and immediately. We cannot, and
will not, remain silent in the face of such
injustice," she said.

J&K Nurses Association Hospitals
headed by Pawanjeet Kour  (SMGS)
and followed by Sonia Sharma,
Meenakshi, Harpreet Kour, Shallu,
Sonia Sharma, Shabnam, Anju
Sharma, Saima Naz.       
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POONCH: The Annual Chari
Mubarak Yatra, led by Acharya
Shri Shri 1008
Mahamandleshwar Swami
Vishavatmanand Saraswati Ji
Maharaj, commenced on
Saturday from the Dashnami
Akhara Mandir complex in
Poonch and proceeded to the
Shri Budha Amarnath Ji
Shrine at Rajpura, Mandi.

The yatra began after a spe-
cial Puja and Havan ceremony
at the Akhara Mandir, attended
by Swami Vishavatmanand
Saraswati Ji Maharaj and other
prominent religious personali-
ties. Following the Puja and
Hawan, Swami Ji addressed a

grand religious congregation,
which was attended by promi-
nent members of the civil socie-
ty from different communities.
The gathering showcased the
region's traditional communal
harmony, brotherhood, and
peace.

The ancient Shri Budha
Amarnath Shrine, situated in
the Himalayas, is believed to be
the place where Rishi Pulatsya,

the grandfather of King
Ravana of Lanka, had wor-
shipped for many decades. The
Pulast River, which flows from
the Loran-Mandi mountains of
the Pir Panjal (Himalayas) to
Poonch and PoK, is named
after this great saint.

Along the route from Poonch
to Mandi, various food stalls
were set up by different societies
and local residents to cater to
the devotees. The Chari
Mubarak will remain in the
temple for two days and will be
brought back on the next day of
Raksha Bandhan. The devo-
tees, who came from all over the
country, expressed joy and
appreciation for the yatra, cit-
ing the region's exemplary com-
munal harmony.

Poonch hosts Annual Chari Mubarak
Yatra to Shri Budha Amarnath Ji Shrine

Nursing Association of GMC Jammu and Associated Hospitals
stand in solidarity with Kolkata, Uttarakhand rape victims
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