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STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court
has declared 'Boroline' a "well-known
trademark" under the Trade Marks
Act, and directed a company to change
its "trade dress" so that it does not
appear similar to the antiseptic cream
which has become a "household name"
in the country.

The court stated that the 'Boroline'
trademark has immense goodwill and
popularity in the market and it is
recognised not only in India but also in
other countries like Oman and Turkey.

The court passed the ruling on a law-
suit by G D Pharmaceuticals Pvt Ltd,
which owns and sells over-the-counter
antiseptic cream Boroline, against the
manufacture and sale of a "deceptively
similar" product called 'Borobeauty'.

The plaintiff company argued that
Cento Products (India) adopted
Boroline's "trade dress" i.e "distinct
dark green tube ending in an octagonal
black cap" for its soothing cream,
which was in violation of the intellectu-

al property law.
Restraining the manufacture and

sale of 'Borobeauty' in its infringing
form, the court directed the defendant
to change its "trade dress" and trade-
mark to something which is "totally
distinct and different from the plain-
tiff's well-known trademark and "trade
dress".

"The defendant is directed to change
its trade dress and trademark, which
shall be totally distinct and different
from the plaintiff's well-known trade-
mark and trade dress. The defendant
shall not use the trade dress of dark

green colour, which is used by the
plaintiff. Further, the defendant shall
adopt a new trade name, which would
not include the prefix 'BORO' and
would not be similar to the trademark
of the plaintiff, 'BOROLINE'," said
Justice Mini Pushkarna in the judge-
ment passed earlier this month.

It also directed the defendant to pay
a cost of Rs 2 lakh to the plaintiff.

"This court is of the view that the
plaintiff's trademark qualifies as a well
known trademark. There is no denying
the fact that 'BOROLINE' has
attained the status of a household
name, and is one of the oldest trade-
marks, which has been in continuous
use, preceding the independence of
India," the judge said.

"The trademark 'BOROLINE' of the
plaintiff, is declared as a well-known
trademark under Section 2(1)(zg) and
Section 11(2) of the Trade Marks Act,
1999. Accordingly, it is directed that
the Registrar of Trademarks shall add
the same to the list of well-known

trademarks, upon the plaintiff com-
pleting the requisite formalities," the
court ordered.

The court noted that the 'Boroline'
trademark has been in extensive use
for more than 90 years and the plain-
tiff has many trademark registrations
in its favour, the first date of registra-
tion being in 1949.

"The duration of the use of the trade-
mark 'BOROLINE', can be gauged
from the document showing the adver-
tisement o SC asks CAQM chairperson
to explain steps to curb stubble burn-
ing, pollution

f the product under the mark
'BOROLINE', as occurring in newspa-
per on 15th August, 1947, the day, our
country attained independence,"
observed the court.

It also took into account the various
awards given to the plaintiff over sever-
al years as well as the "considerable
amounts" that was spent for advertis-
ing and promoting the products under
'Boroline' trademark'.

STATE TIMES NEWS
MUMBAI: Maharashtra
Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on
Tuesday said the statue of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
which collapsed in
Sindhudurg district a day ago
was built by the Navy, but the
state government has now
decided to install a bigger stat-
ue of the Maratha warrior
king at the same place.

The 35-foot statue of the
17th century Maratha empire
founder, unveiled by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at
Rajkot fort in Malvan tehsil of
Sindhudurg on Navy Day
(December 4) last year, col-
lapsed on Monday afternoon.

Speaking to reporters here,
Fadnavis said, "The construc-
tion of the statue was not
overseen by the state govern-
ment but by the Navy. 

The individuals responsible

for the fabrication and instal-
lation of the statue might have
overlooked important local
factors, such as high wind
speed and the quality of the
iron used. 

The statue might have
become more prone to rust
due to its exposure to ocean
winds."

It is a question now whether
the makers of the statue had
comprehended all these fac-
tors before making it, the sen-
ior BJP leader said.

"It is our resolve to build a
bigger statue of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj at the same
site," he added.

An inquiry into the statue
collapse incident was under-
way, he said.

Asked about the opposition
parties targeting the state
government over the incident,
Fadnavis said, "The collapse of
the statue is painful, but the

opposition parties' stand on it
is distasteful. There is no need
to politicise the issue as it
would be seen as shallow."

After the statue collapsed on
Monday, Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
claimed that the wind speed of
45 km per hour led to the inci-
dent.

State Public Works
Department (PWD) Minister
Ravindra Chavan on Monday
stated that the PWD officials
had found rust on the statue
and wrote a letter to the Navy
informing them. 

Local police also filed a case
against contractor Jaydeep
Apte and structural consult-
ant Chetan Patil at a police
station in Sindhudurg district.

The opposition parties have
targeted the state government
saying the statue was installed
in haste ahead of the Lok
Sabha elections.

Delhi HC declares Boroline 'well-known trademark',
restrains imitation of its 'trade dress'

Collapsed statue of Shivaji Maharaj was built by
Navy; govt to install bigger one there: Fadnavis
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