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we can render the world.

Our own self-realization is the greatest service

-Ramana Maharshi

ENVIRONMENTAL CRISES

he environmental crises we face today are a culmination of
I I Idecades of human activity impacting the planet's delicate
systems. These crises include climate change, biodiversity
loss, deforestation, pollution, and resource depletion. Each of these
issues is interconnected, creating a complex web of challenges that
threaten ecosystems and human societies alike. At the forefront of
environmental crises is climate change, primarily driven by the
burning of fossil fuels, deforestation, and industrial processes. The
release of greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide and methane into
the atmosphere is causing global temperatures to rise. This warm-
ing is leading to more frequent and severe weather events, such as
hurricanes, heatwaves, and droughts. The consequences include
melting polar ice caps, rising sea levels, and disruptions to weather
patterns that affect agriculture, water supplies, and human settle-
ments. Biodiversity loss is another critical issue. Human activi-
ties, including habitat destruction, pollution, and overexploita-
tion of resources, are leading to the extinction of species at an
alarming rate.

Taking care of environment
is our moral duty

H SURJIT SINGH FLORA
trong cases abound for seeing environmental care and aware-
Sné}ss as a moral obligation and virtue. Taking care of the sur-
undings may be seen as a development of the moral guide-
line of reducing damage and advancing welfare for everybody. A
moral need to solve these problems arises from the terrible effects
of environmental damage, pollution, and climate change on human
health, the economy, and the natural world. Furthermore, the
linked character of the global ecosystem implies that our individual
and group activities may have far-reaching effects on the life of
present and next generations. From this point of view, a measure of
moral character and civie duty is acquiring environmental aware-
ness and acting to save the earth. Simultaneously, different opin-
ions exist on the degree and nature of our ethical responsibilities
towards the surroundings. Some contend that other critical goals
like human wellbeing and economic growth should be weighed
against environmental protection. In the end, it is a difficult philo-
sophical issue with no clear solution whether environmental preser-
vation ought to be seen as a moral obligation or virtue. Though rea-
sonable individuals may differ, the mounting scientific data of
humanity’s environmental influence makes a solid argument for
giving environmental awareness and action top ethical priority.
Many times, morality may be reduced to care of a stable compli-
cated system. For instance, not murdering Usually, we understand
this to be referring only to other individuals. Still, it is a constrained
view. Often at danger of disturbance and termination, ecosystems
as complex;, rather-stable wholes and the various occupants of them
are likewise stable complex systems. Whether or whether it direct-
ly benefits us, I believe we should broaden our definition of moral
behavior to include preservation of the intricate Earthly ecosys-
tems. Morality should center on life preservation. As sophisticated
lifeforms, we often choose other sophisticated lifeforms for protec-
tion over more basic forms. We so consume plants as well as many
of us eat animals. However; even more complicated and beautiful
than our human civilizations as a whole, the eco-systems as whole
are the most sophisticated lifeforms still existing. People have
evolved the ability to destroy, or defend, hence they owe a moral
obligation of protection. This responsibility has nothing to do with
whether the ecosystems directly benefit people. It is about appreci-
ating and safeguarding life in all its multifarious complexity.
Indeed, environmental preservation is moral; but, as it is, to some
extent, more selfless, maintenance of the stability and resilience of
the biosphere as a whole-including those areas that are no appro-
priate habitat for humans-is even more moral. A long list of things,
icluding but not limited to roads, buses, automobiles, bicycles,
computers, tires, footwear and clothing, furniture and clothing, cos-
metics, and medications. Nothing that we do, manufacture, touch,
or grow is immune to the role that it plays in either contributing to
or detracting from the environment. The mining sector; oil indus-
try, transportation industry; and industry that turns raw materials
into useful resources are all enormous. Everything that we con-
sume must originate from someplace. We refer to our environment
as our living and breathing space. We can divide it into four parts:
atmosphere, hydrosphere, lithosphere, and biosphere. - Mandal
(Biosphere). The atmosphere surrounds our earth with an envelope
of air: This envelope of air around the earth is about sixteen hun-
dred kilometers, but ninety percent of the air is within a radius of
twenty-two kilometers. Similar to the tectonic plates, water and
land make up the earth's surface, with seventy-one percent being
water and ninety-nine percent being land. Similarly, we refer to the
water-covered portion of the earth as the hydrosphere. Since water
covers most of Earth's surface, we also refer to it as a water body.
However, the biosphere is a sphere that reflects the influence of nat-
ural elements. It is the planet Earth's most important sphere. The
biosphere is formed only by combining the three spheres mentioned
above. The biosphere encompasses a diverse range of animals and
plants, collectively referred to as biota. In the natural environment,
human thinking and technological development have brought
about necessary changes. Changing environment means change in
environment. These changes occur both quickly and slowly.
Subsidence or uplift of the earth manifests fast-moving changes,
whereas rivers, glaciers, wind, and oceans, among others, reveal
slow-moving changes. Even while developing mineral and industri-
al sectors, mankind has brought more changes to the earth.
Because of this, there is a close relationship between natural and
human elements in environmental change. As a result, man has
progressed through many stages of development. Human enter-
prise has had a profound impact on every human occupation, mak-
ing the entire world a 'global village'. Despite this, the main causes
of environmental damage have also emerged, such as increasing
population, industrialization, urbanization, deforestation, overex-
ploitation of natural resources, ozone layer depletion, global warm-
ing, and others. The environment is a delicate balance of different
elements that sustain life on planet Earth. It includes the four
above-mentioned atmospheres, hydrosphere's, terranes, and bios-
pheres. These elements work together to create a suitable habitat
for a diverse range of organisms. Scholars assert that the term
"environment' lacks a full form because it is not a word. The French
word 'inverter', meaning 'to surround', is the source of the word
'environment'. It reveals the natural world around us, including
water, land, and living things. Therefore, we can define the environ-
ment as the culmination of all animate and inanimate elements and
their impacts on human life. Biologic (living) objects include ani-
mals, birds, plants, forests, and humans, while non-living (abiotic,
non-living) objects encompass water, soil, sunlight, rocks, and air:
Therefore, the environment, which consists of three types of ele-
ments, is the primary source of life. Inorganie, organic, and ener-
getic. Inorganic elements come in three realms: air; water and soil.
Organic organisms include humans, plants, animals, insects, and
so on. Energy elements include energy produced by sunlight and
minerals found in the earth. Indeed, the conduction of energy
between organic and inorganic elements shapes a place's environ-
ment. In the prehistoric era, only natural elements played a signif-
icant role in the environment of man, fulfilling his needs and con-
tinuing to do so to this day. Man gets air, soil, water; food, miner-
als, energy, wood, wildlife, herbs, ete. from the natural environment.
However, as time progresses, the scope of the human environment
has expanded beyond natural and biological elements to include
socio-cultural, economic, and political aspects. We refer to this
transformed environment as the social and cultural context. The
interaction, reaction, and effects of historical, religious, social, polit-
ical, economic, and technological elements, among others, shape
this environment.
(The writer is a journalist and freelance writer based in Brampton)

Parthenium Infestation and its Management

= DR. BANARSI LAL

arthenium  hysterophorus  (Congress
Pgrass) is commonly known as carrot weed

as its plant appears like carrot plant. It is
herbaceous, an annual plant belonging to sub-
family Heliantheae and family Asteraceae
(Compositae). Its vernacular names are as gajar
ghas, ragweed, white cap or top, gajari, chatak
candani, nakshtra gida, safed topi ete. This weed
has been rapidly spreading from the last two
decades across the J&K and now this weed has
attained the status of "Worst Weed" because of its
allelopathic effects on different crops and harmful
effects on human beings and animals. It has been
observed that its infestation causes crops yield
losses up to 40 per cent in several crops and
reduces fodder production up to 90 per cent. It is
an aggressive annual herbaceous plant which has
been widely dispersed across J&K. This weed rap-
idly covers the new surroundings and poses a seri-
ous threat to the environment and biodiversity of
J&K.

Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir is sit-
uated in the Northern most part of India and its
major part is situated in the Himalayan region.
This UT is blessed with immense natural beauty
and is considered as the heaven on the Earth.
Most of its land is under orchards, pastures,
grasslands, forests and wasteland ecosystems. As
most of these lands are not used for frequent cul-
tivation, the obnoxious weed like Parthenium hys-
terophorus (Congress grass) has invaded most of
these lands. Parthenium weed is regarded as the
worst weed because of its invasiveness, potential
for spread and economic and environmental haz-
ards. This invasive weed is presently almost found
in all the parts of J&K causing a serious threat to
the biodiversity of this beautiful part on the
Earth. This weed is considered as the dominant
weed in J&K as it has covered almost all the fel-
low lands, river beds wastelands, pasture lands,
grasslands ete. It is a noxious weed because it is
highly adaptable to almost all types of environ-
mental conditions and can invade all types of
lands, causes high losses in the yield of crops.

This weed forms dense, impenetrable thickets
and reduces the productivity of crops, pastures,
orchards and forestry plantations by its competi-
tion for resources and allelopathic effects. The low
crops production and productivity due to this
weed leads to scarcity of food, fuel wood, fodder,
fruits, increase in monkey menace and migration
of rural people to urban areas in search of
employment after leaving the land fallow.

About 80 per cent of population of J&K direct-
Iy or indirectly depends on agriculture. People of
J&K fulfill their subsistence needs from cultivat-
ed, uncultivated and degraded lands. Crops pro-
duction and productivity can be enhanced in J&K
by the management of this problematic weed with
the effective technologies. There is need to under-
stand the biology of this obnoxious weed, its eco-
logical impacts and management techniques.
This troublesome weed has high rate of dispersal
and adaptation to adverse conditions. About 30
per cent of the land of J&K is under cultivation.
This weed is now spreading rapidly its tentacles
in agricultural lands, forests and pastures. It is
spreading at an alarming rate in the J&K and is
found in almost all the districts of J&K. This
weed is inversely affecting the biodiversity and
ecological system of the J&K. It is said that it was
introduced in Jammu and Kashmir in 1963 from
Madhopur in Punjab across the Ravi River all
along the national highway. After that it has been
dispersed in all over the state. Presently its infes-
tation is alarming as it has covered large area in
J&K. It has been observed that this weed has
reduced different crops yields and has also affect-
ed biodiversity in J&K. It can be seen on roadside,
railway tracts, vacant lands, wastelands, agricul-
tural, horticultural and plantation crops, indus-
trial areas, irrigation canals ete. in almost every
district of J&K.

This dangerous weed has been categorised as
"Cosmopolitan weed", "National culprit’ and
"National health hazard" due to its serious envi-
ronmental threats. Parthenium origin is consid-
ered to be Mexico. In India, its occurrence was
first noticed in Pune (Maharashtra) in 1955 and

now it has covered almost all parts of the country.
It is supposed to be introduced in India from the
United States of America along with wheat and
other cereals import. By 1972, it had dispersed
ito the majority of the Western states/U'Ts from
Kashmir in the North to Kerala in the South. It
has widely spread in India from Kargil region of
Jammu and Kashmir to Port Blair in Andeman
and Nicobar: This weed grows at a faster rate due
to its aggressiveness, high vitality of seeds, easily
dispersal, innate dormancy and prolific seed pro-
ducing nature. Any part of the plant (even root)
can cause the subsequent risk of allergic reac-
tions. In humans it causes health hazards like
skin allergy (dermatitis), hay fever; asthma and
bronchitis with flowers, seeds and even hair on
leaves. The skin becomes photosensitive making
it hard for the patient to face the sunlight. Bare
parts of the body, soft tissues around the eyes and
under joints are more likely to be effected by the
contact dermatitis. Allergic papules are observed
in school boys when they volunteered for uproot-
ing parthenium. Animals are equally prone to the
harmful effect of the weed. During summer sea-
sons, when the animals do not get palatable
species in grazing lands, they are forced to feed on
parthenium. As a result milk taste becomes bitter
and they suffer with ulcers in mouth and intes-
tine. Whenever animals walk or graze through
parthenium, their udders are inflamed and they
suffer with fever and rashes. Histopathology of
the kidney and liver revealed degenerative
changes and necrosis. Being toxic to livestock
,causing both acute and chronic toxicity, a notice-
able reduction in milk yield, tainting of milk with
parthenin, depigmentation of skin, tainting in
mutton and bitter taste of milk have been
observed. The milk consumption of the animals
grazing around parthenium invaded fields is haz-
ardous to man. Some animals feeding on parthe-
nium die due to acute dysentery, itching, cryhe-
matous, development of oedema around eyelids,
dorsum of tongue, loss of hair ete. Parthenin is
the chief chemical (0.3%) found in the weed.
Community efforts involving all sections of the

society are needed to manage the parthenium.
Uprooting the weed manually when the soil is wet
and slashing with word, collecting and burning
the weed before flowering are some of the means
of its manual control. Spraying of a solution of
common salt (Sodium Chloride) at 15-20 per cent
concentration has been found very effective.
Applications of herbicides like glyphosate (1-
1.5%) for total vegetation control or metribuzin
(0.3-0.5%) if grasses are to be saved in non-agri-
cultural land are considered effective in prevent-
ing this weed spread. It can also be controlled by
the use of bio agent Mexican beetle (Zygogramma
bicolorata) as it is natural, self sustaining, inex-
pensive and is ideally suited to non-crop situa-
tions and wastelands. This bio agent remains
most active during rainy season and it complete-
Iy controls the weed. The plant species like Cassia
tara, Cassia seriea, Amaranthus asper; Malva
pustulata ete. have capability to replace partheni-
um. The other way to manage parthenium is by
uprooting it before flowering and make vermi-
compost by pit method. Vermicompost can be
applied in different crops to mitigate the nutri-
ents problems.

It can also be used in papermaking, an
antifeedant and phagostimulants. National
Research Centre for Weed Science, Jabalpur
(M.P) organises many awareness programmes
on Parthenium eradication throughout the coun-
try by involving Krishi Vigyan Kendras, institutes
under ICAR, environmental agencies, NGOs ete.
Various posters, folders, technical bulletins,
books. Parthenium eradication has become a
challenge in J&K because of its epidemie prolifer-
ation and strong reproductive potential.

This weed is spreading at an alarming rate in
J&K and some strenuous efforts and strategies
are needed to eradicate this menace so as to
improve the production and productivity of differ-
ent crops. Both public and private organizations
need to work together to manage this obnoxious
weed.

(The writer is Chief Scientist & Head of KVK

Reasi SKUAST-J).

Nature's Fury in Wayanad wrought Catastrophe

= OMKAR DATTATRAY

an is very greedy and he has dis-bal-
Maneed & devastated the nature and

nature on its part has become cruel
towards man and this nature's fury have been
witnessed in the form of massive landslides in
‘Wayanad, Kerala .It is very sad and unfortu-
nate that landslides have killed about 400 hun-
dred people ,injured many hundreds and
amounted damage to houses and other immov-
able property of the residents of Wayanad
.Wayanad has remained the Lok Sabha con-
stituency of Congress leader and now the lead-
ers of opposition ,but presently ,Rahul is not
representing  Wayanad constituency in
Parliament. The loss to life as well as property
is colossal and many people are still in debris
and some are missing .In the early hours of
30th July 2024 tradgery fell on the people of
Wayanad ,when multiple landslides oceurred at
Mundakkai ,Chooralmala, and Meppadi vil-
lages of Wayanad district ,Kerala ,India.
Heavy rains triggered the collapse of hillsides
cascading down into the area .The landslides
resulted in at least 358 deaths and injured over
273 people and the 250 people were reported
missing .The landslides marked one of the
deadliest natural disasters in Kerala's history
and the landslides and deaths were unprece-
dented as a result of the massive landslides
The landslides are among several extreme
weather events that occurred in India in recent
year's .Wayanad ,a hilly district in the Western
Ghats mountain range ,is prone to landslides
during monsoon season .Due to heavy rainfall
in the area ,the residents in the
Punchrimattom ,Attamala and Mundakkai
areas were moved by the local authorities to
relief camps on 29th June .Despite an alert
issued by the district administration, many
residents of the Chooramala area stayed in
their houses as it was not marked as a landslide
-prone area .An estimated 570mm of rainfall
was recorded in two days preceding the disas-
ter A 2020 study published in the
International Journal of Environmental

H G.L. KHAJURIA

here comes a moment in life when
I I Irenouneing all worldly possessions,

adjuring all family ties, the Hindu of
the highest intellectual eminence and
reconginised social possessions will delight
in making the pilerimage to the most
revered Kailash Mansrovar lake adorable.
Francis young husband said, man's ever
seeking search for the Gods and
Goddesses and their Vide varied manifes-
tations have remained bewildering with
the dawn of civilization over the remote
past. And the observations and the experi-
ences of men of all hues, irrespective
caste, colour or creed have found expres-
sions of supernatural shakties embedded
in a varitiful Myths and legends which
radiate the truth and spiritually of past.
This of course, emboldens and emblazon
the spirit of soul and mind of the man who
gets encouraged with the divine entity par
excellance beyond exposition. And listen to
pious words of Sukand Puran, "one who
thinks and revers of greater Himalayas
behold him in a much more compassion
than who performs all worships in Kashi
through hundreds of years"

As a dew is dried up by the first
rays of the sun, so are the sins of mankind
exonerated by sight of the Himalayas. The
Himalayan range which off - shoots from
the extreme east siang (Arunachal
Pradesh) to Ih Ju- Ruto (Pongong -Leh)
alongside Brahmaputra and its ranges are
around 2500 kms long and 350 kms broad
with hundreds of high peaks and pinnacles

Research and Public Health on deforestation
in Wayanad district showed that 62% of the
green cover in the district disappeared
between 1950 and 2018 while tea plantation
cover rose by around 1800% ,leaving less for-
est to keep muddy hills stable .In addition
JKerala's hilly regions have slopes of more than
20 degrees ,these two factors may contribute to
the increase risk of flash floods during heavy
rains .According to the Geological Survey of
India ,a total of 19,301 Km [7,452sq mi],or
49% of the Kerala's total area ,falls within
landslide-prone areas .Thus has the worst nat-
ural tragedy befallen on the people in various
parts of Wayanad .The first landslide struck
the village of Mundakkai in Meppadi Grama
Panchayat at around 01.00ST ,which swept
away the entire village ,followed by a second
landslide to the north in nearby Chooralmala
at around 04.10.The second landslide diverted
the Iruvazhiniji River resulting in flash floods
and washing away the Chooralmala village
Approximately 400 families were stranded in
Mundakkai and Atamala following the collapse
of the only bridge connecting the settlements
and Chooramala .Overall ,four villages ,name-
ly Mundakkai,Attarmala,Chooralmala,and
Kunhome ,were affected by the landslides . The
landslides killed 358 and injured 273 people
;making them the deadliest landslides in
Kerala's history ,most victims were workers on
tea and cardamom estates located in the region
and were likely asleep in their makeshift tents
when the landslide struck .Another 250 people
were left unaccounted for .In Chooralmala
,survivors mourned the loss of their fellow vil-
lagers ,with one villager stating that up to 90%
of the people he knew in the village had per-
ished .Muddy water and debris flowed and
merged with the Cheliyar River from which at
least 198 bodies were found .State and nation-
al disaster relief teams were dispatched imme-
diately to the areas which suffered much to
conduct rescue operations but were hindered
by strong river currents and heavy rains .The
Indian Army sent more than 200 personnel to

the area to assist with search and rescue oper-
ation .Liocal hospitals treated over 518 includ-
ing more than 273 wounded people ;more than
4000people were rescued and over 10000 peo-
ple were sent to 93 disaster camps in Wayanad
.Schools and colleges were closed in 10 of 14
districts .Kerala's State Disaster Management
Authority ,Kerala Fire and Rescue Services
,and Kerala police ,along with the Indian Air
Force ,Indian Navy ,Defense Security Corps-
DSC ,National Disaster Response Force-
NDFR ,and the volunteers participated in res-
cue operations .On July 31,about 1500 person-
nel of the Armed forces were deployed in the
area. A command and control centre was set
up in Kozhikodi by the army to coordinate
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief
efforts .Navy river crossing teams had also
been deployed. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
announced payment of Rs 2 lakh to the rela-
tives of the dead and 50,000 to each injured.
Rahul Gandhi ,leader of the opposition in the
Lok Sabha and former MP for Wayanad Lok
Sabha constituency ,spoke with the CM Kerala
Pinarayi Vijayan and wurged United
Democratic Front workers to provide help to
the affected people and to relatives of the dead
.The government of Tamil Nadu offered Rs 5
crore for relief operations and also sent medical
and relief rescue teams .Congress leaders
Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi visited
camps in Wayanad on August 1.Rahul Gandhi
said in the press conference that Congress will
build 100 houses in the affected areas .The CM
of Karnataka ,Siddaramiah assured the
Kerala government that the state would build
100 houses for those affected by the landslides
The Union Home Minister Amit Shah
informed the parliament that four early warn-
ings were issued to the Kerala government
between 23 &26 July indicating possible rain-
fall of more than 20 ¢m [7.9 in | in and around
the area. The CM of Kerala responded by
claiming that the red alert was issued for
‘Wayanad only after disaster and only a fore-
cast of low probability for landslides were given

Majestic Mansrovar

above 20000 feet high from mean sea-level
(MSL) . The Himalayas, snow capped top
peaks are so well the abode of our revered
Gods and the Goddesses. And this great
and mighty "Kailash peak ranges" near
lake-Mansrovar lie in the North Latitude
30.41 degree to the east longitude and 30
degree 78 latitude at an elevation of 6500
mts (22,750 feet from mean sea) level
(MSL).

As per our revered scriptures, Kailash-
Mansrovar finds its unique and appropri-
ate placement in so far as the holiness
,magnanimous and majestic lake is con-
cerned.The lake is situated amidst the
snow-capped the greater Himalayas. The
pride Bramputra river flows to its East
South and drains down into the Bay of
Bengal and the Indus meanders to the
North- South serpentinly and finally
drains into Arabian sea. Liake Mansrovar
is located in the proximity of Kailash
which in other words around is a sanctum
sanctorum of purity and holiness, the
abode of Lord Shiva.

The mighty rivers viz. The Brahmputra
and the Indus originating from Kailash
Mansrovar lake are having their headwa-
tersgushing out like firey flames and
meander thousands and thousands kilome-
tres. The breathtaking phenomenon of
Kaliedoscopic colours and variegated
moods of nature topped by an exotic aura
compared to any of enthralling, enchanti-
ng picturesque panorama which excels the
beauty and glory of this sacred spot.

The Kailash peak is, de facto, close to

the proximity of lake Mansrovar and occu-
pies the middle of the zone running from
Bhutan to Kashmir and is justlike moving
universe having its unique beauty and
charm. The Sun radiates in Kaleidoscopic
colours and the Moon Sooths the azure sky
which is studded with twinkling stars and
the chilly air all over adds beauty and
charm to the divinly spot. Raakas Lake or
Ravana Tal is adjoining Lake Mansrovar
where Ravanca is reported to have an
arduous penace of lord Shiva to obtain his
favours.

And if someone likes to have spiritual
glimpse of Mansrovar -Ravana tal, then he
can have it from South - west of greater
Kailash while taking Parikarma of Kailash
Parvat. From Lake Rakas, Mansrovar,
emergesLiangehh or khabab towards west-
South and is situated in the Tibetan
Plateau.

The Kailash-Mansrovar is approachable
from Badrinath, the extremist pilgrimage
point in Uttarkhandamongst Gangotri,
Kedarnath and Nandadevi but Snirthal-
Dolma which is the highest point of the
pass devoted to the consort of lord shiva,
Mata Parvati, which forms the holiest
point of worship and in other words
around is also nomenclatured as the point
of renaissance. It is as well abode of Lord
Shiva and abundantly reflectsIndian
manifestation, consciousness and to top
these all, a deep rooted Hindu philosophy
over the bygone centuries and centuries
together. The echoing resonace and unac-
countable enchants establish the magna-

for Wayanad on 30 and 31 July by the central
agencies .Condolences poured from the inter-
national community on the tragedy which has
befallen Wayanad ,Kerala. Condolences came
from US President Joe Biden ,Chinese foreign
ministry spokesperson Lin Jian, and Russian
president Vladimir Putin .Turkey's Ministry of
Foreign Affairs extended its condolences and
sympathies to the people of India as did
Maldives President Mohamed Muizzu Israeli
Ambassador to India Naor Gilon ,French
envoy to India Thierry Mathou ,President of
UAE Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
,and the Saudi Embassy in india. Corporate
fraternity has extended financial assistance for
the affected people and to relatives of the dead
.Civil Society like actors ,singers etc have also
given financial aid to the landslide ravaged
people of Wayanad. While the affected people
deserve all kind of help and in fact the materi-
al and money is pouring from various quarters.
There is immediate need to find out the possi-
ble causes of the landslide and consequent
human and property losses. There is urgent
need that such landslides should not occur
again in future and devour the precious lives
For this there should be a foolproof mecha-
nism in forece so that warnings will be issued
well in advance of the catastrophe so that the
lives of the people are saved .However
Wayanad landslides has caused enormous loss
in terms of men and property and way and
means should be developed so that in future
such catastrophes will not take place .
It is very unfortunate that various political
parties are playing cheap and dirty politics
over the dead but it should stop now as there is
no place for politicking over the bodies of dead
people .So political parties and their leaders
should desist from resorting to politics over the
massive landslides and the consequent loss of
men and materials and help the powers in res-
cue ,relief and rehabilitation of the affected
families.
(The author is a columnist, social and KP
activist)

nimity in a variety of multihued formto
the appropriateness in that such patterns
are having Visualisation of divine manifes-
tation which most prominently are known
as 'Tandav' of the lord in his multihued
manifestations.

The silvery protuberance is the supreme
where heavenly echo (Nada ) and the
Kaleidoscopic Kadiance emerges out in
rainbowy mellifluously with 'om' Which
signifies address to all mantras related to
the Gods and Goddesses in the entire cos-
mos where human's attachments get
detached. The om's primordial echoes
'Nadabindu' from the chime of rhyme of
'Lialita Prakrit' which reveals whatever
was hiddened in the tune of divenly vibra-
tions. The Dvani which expurgate from
the holy feet of Lord Shiva, the omnipo-
tent, omnipresent and omniseient move to
and fro of uncertain origin whose divine
fragrance- the Atman is an unutterable
truth. It would rather be coinciding the
adage, if a zero is placed before any num-
ber is meaningless but if the same zero is
ennexed with any number , the same
changes countlessly.

The Kailash-Mansrovvar pilgrimage is
enthralling, enchanting and beyond all
ambiguities is a piece of heaven amidst the
inner himalayas and whosoever
wantshave holy Darshan and bath in the
lake is washed off all sins and blessed by
the showers of the lord of lords, the
supreme Shiva.

(The writer is Former Dy. Conservator,
J&K Forests)



