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succeed owe their success to perseverance.

No one succeeds without effort... Those who

-Ramana Maharshi

EDITORIAL

CRUISE TOURISM:
NAVIGATING NEW HORIZONS

ndia, with its vast coastline stretching over 7,500 kilome-
Iters and a rich cultural and historical heritage, is unique-

ly positioned to emerge as a global hub for cruise tourism.
In recent years, the Indian government has recognized the
immense potential of this sector and has taken several steps
to boost infrastructure, promote policies, and attract domes-
tic and international travelers. However, while the prospects
are promising, several challenges must be addressed to fully
realize this potential.

Cruise tourism is not merely a luxury travel segment; it is a
significant economie driver. It boosts local economies through
job creation, port development, and increased spending by
tourists in coastal cities. In India, cities like Mumbai, Kochi,
Goa, Chennai, and Visakhapatnam are emerging as key
cruise destinations. The Sagar Mala project and the Ministry
of Ports, Shipping, and Waterways' initiatives under the
Maritime India Vision 2030 aim to enhance port infrastruc-
ture, improve terminal facilities, and attract investment in
cruise tourism.

India has seen a notable increase in cruise traffic in recent
years. According to government data, cruise passenger num-
bers grew steadily before the COVID-19 pandemic, and with
travel restrictions easing, a rebound is underway.
International cruise liners have resumed operations in Indian
waters, and domestic cruise companies like Cordelia Cruises
are gaining popularity among Indian travelers, especially for
short coastal journeys.

One of India's most promising cruise tourism avenues is
river cruising. The mighty Ganges, Brahmaputra, and other
rivers offer scenic and culturally immersive experiences. The
recently inaugurated Ganga Vilas Cruise, the world's longest
river cruise, has brought attention to inland waterways and
the untapped potential they hold. These cruises not only pro-
vide a unique experience for tourists but also connect remote
towns and cities, spreading the economie benefits of tourism
inland.

However, despite the optimism, cruise tourism in India
faces several hurdles. Port infrastructure, though improving,
still lags behind international standards. Many Indian ports
are not fully equipped to handle large cruise ships, and termi-
nal facilities often lack the seamless passenger experience
expected by international tourists. Additionally, high port
charges and complex regulatory procedures deter interna-
tional cruise operators from including Indian ports in their
itineraries.

Another challenge is the lack of awareness and promotion.
Cruise tourism is still perceived as an elite form of travel in
India, and awareness among the middle class remains low.
This perception must be changed through targeted market-
ing and affordable pricing strategies. Tourism boards and
cruise operators need to collaborate on campaigns that high-
light the affordability, safety, and family-friendly nature of
cruising.

Environmental concerns are also increasingly significant.
Cruise ships have a considerable ecological footprint, and
India must adopt sustainable practices as it expands this sec-
tor. Regulations regarding waste management, carbon emis-
sions, and marine biodiversity protection should be enforced
strictly to ensure that growth does not come at the cost of the
environment.

To make cruise tourism a cornerstone of India's tourism
economy, a multi-pronged strategy is essential.
Strengthening public-private partnerships, simplifying regu-
latory frameworks, offering fiscal incentives, and enhancing
training in hospitality and cruise management can create a
robust ecosystem. The government's focus on "Dekho Apna
Desh" can also be aligned with cruise tourism by encouraging
Indians to explore the country's coastline and rivers through
cruises.

INDIA stands at the cusp of a cruise tourism revolution.
‘With its diverse coastal landscape, cultural richness, and pol-
icy support, the country has all the ingredients to become a
major cruise destination. What is needed now is a coordinat-
ed effort to build infrastructure, promote awareness, and
ensure sustainable practices.
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The Skies of Jammu: Celebrating Tradition, Protecting Lives

= ATHARV ANAND
n Raksha Bandhan and Krishna
OJ anmashtami, Jammu's rooftops
burst with energy. Children laugh, eld-
ers cheer, and colourful "Guddi" dot the sky as
voices cry "Chal Gayi Aaal".

This is more than a game; it is a cherished
tradition woven into the ecity's cultural soul.
But in recent years, a deadly shadow has
threaded into this joy, the Gattu Door, a syn-
thetic string coated with glass or metal. Once
valued for giving an edge in kite battles, it is
now infamous for slicing human flesh, injur-
ing birds, and even damaging power lines.

From Fun to Fatal

Kite flying has been part of Jammu's iden-
tity for generations - a joyful thread that con-
nects children to parents, elders to their
youth, and neighbours to each other. It is a
celebration of colour, freedom, skill, and
friendly rivalry that turns ordinary rooftops
into arenas of festivity.

But no tradition, however beloved, should
come at the price of a human life or the suf-
fering of animals. The spirit of Patang Baazi
lies in community, not in competition at any
cost.

Every festive season, hospitals in Jammu
and Udhampur treat motoreyclists, pedestri-
ans, and even children injured by these near

Deplorable

= BAIRAJ CHAWALGAMI
'- I .‘he electricity in Jammu is playing hide
and seek with the people and the posi-
tion of electricity is most deplorable.
The electricity consumers are facing untold
sufferings, inconveniences and hardships
because of the sad condition of electricity in
Jammu. The consumers by and large are pay-
ing electricity dues honestly. In these days of
heat wave, scorching heat, and extreme
humidity the hardships of the people are com-
pounded by the frequent electricity cuts both
in metered areas and unmetered areas. It is
the responsibility and duty of the power
Development Department/JKPDC to provide
uninterrupted electricity to the consumers so
that they may not suffer due to lack of ade-
quate power. The people of Jammu are facing
electricity crisis of the worst order in these
hot summer day when the humidity has also
increased and people need adequate electrici-
ty. But adequate electricity is conspicuous by
its absence and due to the apathetic condition
of electricity; people are reeling under elec-
tricity crisis which is unprecedented in
nature. The government has installed smart
meters in major portion of Jammu and it was
expected that the woes of power consumers
will come to an end. But the woes of the elec-
tricity consumers did not cease but continued
and even were compounded due to lack luster
approach of the PDD/JKPDC. The
PDD/JKPDC seems to be unconcerned about
the shortage of electricity in Jammu and is
reluctant and indifferent towards the incon-
veniences and hardships of the people because
of the paucity of adequate electricity. Some
day earlier the government had stated that
there will be no electric cuts and shut downs
in smart metered areas and it was only in the-

invisible threads.

Wildlife groups report that up to a third of
bird rescues during North India's kite festi-
vals involve injuries from such strings. Even
after the celebrations end, the synthetic fila-
ment lingers on trees and wires, and when it
falls into rivers, it can harm aquatie life too.

Legal Action & Why Stronger Laws Are
Needed

To curb the rising toll, the District
Magistrate recently invoked Section?163 of
the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS), 2023, banning the sale, purchase,
storage, and use of Gattu Door in the district.

Section?163 BNSS is a preventive tool
designed for urgent situations, allowing swift,
temporary restrictions without court delays
when there is an imminent threat to life or
safety.

It is valuable in emergencies like the festival
season but is time?bound, requires renewal,
and lacks the structured deterrence of a per-
manent statutory ban.

Section 5 of the Environment (Protection)
Act, 1986

By contrast, Section?5 of the Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986 offers a permanent
and enforceable solution. It empowers the
Central Government and, by delegated power,
the State Government or authorised officers

to issue binding directions to close, prohibit,
or regulate any harmful activity and stop the
supply of electricity, water, or services; and
regulate or mandate safe alternatives.

Crucially, such orders can be issued without
waiting for a court order, enabling immediate
preventive action.

‘When tackling Gattu Door, the government
can ban it permanently, seize hazardous
stock, enforce safe cotton strings, and coordi-
nate between police, municipal bodies, and
wildlife authorities.

Adding Section 15 of the EPA gives the law
real teeth: violators can face up to Rs 1 lakh
in fines and/or 5 years' imprisonment, creat-
ing strong deterrence for repeat offenders,
suppliers, and black?market traders.

BNSS 163 is the quick shield; EPA?5 &?15
are the long?term armour that Jammu needs
to reclaim its skies.

A Tradition Worth Saving

The choice now rests with us as citizens,
parents, and neighbours. That means back-
ing stronger laws like the EPA ban along-
side quick DM orders, supporting consis-
tent enforcement during festival seasons,
and ensuring the market moves toward

safe, eco?friendly alternatives.
Communities can organise awareness
drives before Raksha Bandhan and

Janmashtami, set up volunteer "sky safety
teams" to monitor rooftops, and work with
schools to educate young flyers on responsi-
ble practices.

We can protect this heritage by making it
safer, choosing harmless cotton strings,
guiding children on safe flying zones, and
respecting fellow flyers and wildlife sharing
our skies. If we collaborate, enforcing the
law, educating the publie, and choosing
safer ways to celebrate kite flying will
remain a proud emblem of Jammu's culture
for generations to come.

This is not about ending a festival. It is
about preserving it for the future, in a form
where no child's laughter is interrupted by
tragedy, no bird falls from the air entangled
in a deadly thread, and no family loses a
loved one to a preventable hazard.

Gattu Door by the Numbers

100+ injuries reported in Jammu every
kite season

1 in 3 bird rescues during festivals are
caused by manja strings

Rs 1 lakh fine + 5 years' imprisonment
penalty under EPA Section 15

2017 - The Year the National Green
Tribunal banned synthetic kite strings

(The writer is student of BA LLB, at
NLU Lucknow UP)

Position of Electricity in Jammu

ory and papers but in actual world there is no
respite from the scheduled and unscheduled
electric cuts which compounds the difficulties
of the Jammuites who continue to suffer a lot
despite the installation of smart meters. It
seems to be the fait accomplice of the people
of Jammu to face the power woes of the worst
order. It is pertinent to note that in most
areas of Jammu, the electricity during the
night is for the names sake and the people are
facing uneasy nights due to the lack of ade-
quate electricity. In Talab Tillo area and in
Govind Nagar of Gole Gujral area the elec-
tricity is playing the hide and seek with the
residents of these areas and the PDD is in
deep slumber and has no time to attends
towards the woes of the consumers and miti-
cate these woes or at least to lessen it. The
fact is that the demand of the electricity
increases manifold in hot summers and the
PDD should plan in advance how to deal with
the increasing demand of the electricity. The
government should purchase its deficit elec-
tricity from the neighbouring states to tide
over the power crisis and it cannot let its peo-
ple to suffer due to the lack of electricity.
PDD/JKPDC the brain child of PDD seems
to be busy and interested only in collecting the
bills and fares of electricity and showing
inflated bills to the poor consumers who are
faced to pay these hefty electricity bills. But
in return they are not getting proper and ade-
quate electricity supply that too in these hot
summer and humid days thus compounding
the woes of the people. The government
should wake from the deep slumber and take
concrete steps to augment electricity supply
in most of the areas of Jammu as all these
areas are facing electricity crisis and people
are suffering from the want of adequate elec-

tricity. The tall claims of the PDD that the
position of electricity will get improved at
least in smart metered areas but nothing of
the sort happened and there is totally no
improvement in metered areas and the power
consumers are suffering despite paying hefty
electricity bill and that too on time. The gov-
ernment should wake up and recognize its
duty and responsibility and provide adequate
electricity to people especially during nights
as it is most difficult to pass on the nights
with so meager electricity. The crux of this
write up is this that the people of Jammu are
suffering most in these days of scorching heat
and humidity and their problem gets com-
pounded due to the lack of adequate electrici-
ty supply. The government should wake up
and pay urgent attention towards addressing
of the electricity woes of the consumers who
pay electric bills as honest consumers and in
return they only get neglect and apathy of the
PDD. Thus, the government should pay top
most attention towards the woes of the power
consumers and honestly and seriously try and
strive to mitigate the woes of the power con-
sumers so that some relief is provided to them
and they pass on their life easily and without
any difficulty. The government should under-
stand its duty and responsibility and rescue
the people of Jammu from the woes of elec-
tricity. Thus something on war footing needs
to be done to augment the power position and
supply adequate electricity to people so that
some relief is provided to them and they pass
on days in these summers. Government has
no inborn right to show hefty electricity bills
to consumers if they cannot provide uninter-
rupted power supply to them. So the govern-
ment should at the earliest take steps to aug-
ment the power position and supply and pro-

vide electricity to consumers without any
cuts. The PDD/JKPDC should prepare a due
schedule of power curtailment for both the
metered and unmetered areas and stick and
implement it strictly so that consumers will
heave a sigh of relief. The PDD should do
away with its bad practice of imposing
unscheduled power cuts so that consumers
will feel some relief. Moreover during nights
in these hot days, there should be no unsched-
uled power cuts which compound the woes of
the power consumers.The government should
immediately procure electricity from other
states to tide over the power crisis in Jammu
and Kashmir. The JKPDC has dispensed the
noble practice of issuing monthly electricity
bills to consumers. In, the absence of proper
manual bills, it becomes difficult for the con-
sumers especially uneducated consumers to
know the electricity charges in the absence of
the paper bills. Moreover,inflated bills are
charged online which is total injustice with
the honest consumers of eleectricity.
Government, should again continue the old
practice of issuing paper bills monthly for the
ease of consumers.It should provide adequate
power supply to people so that they will not
face any difficulty for want of adequate elec-
tricity supply.People should also make a judi-
cious use of electricity supply and not waste
power and also cooperate with the powers so
that adequate electricity supply is made avail-
able to people so that they may not suffer any
more in these hot and humid
days.Government needs to stop the hide and
seek practice played by the electricity with the
consumers of Jammu.It is hoped that the gov-
ernment will come to the rescue of the people
and provide them the needed electricity at the
earliest and tide over the power crisis.

Goals, One Mission: A Better World by 2030

= PROF. (DR) JAIPAL SINGH

ustainable
Development
Goals (SDGs)were

adopted at the United
Nations Sustainable
Development  Summit,
held at the UN
Headquarters from
September 25-27, 2015
in New York City. SDGs
is a sincere universal call
of 193 UN member states to end poverty, ensure
prosperity, protect planet, Improve health, edu-
cation, gender Equality, living standards, clean
water, clean energy, life on land, life below water,
sanitation, peace, justice and strong institutions
...ete.. .Though seventeen goals were set up in
September 2015 but these SDGs were launched
universally on January 01, 2016 all across devel-
oped and developing countries with a target
deadline of 2030 for all these seventeen
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

In India, several initiatives have been taken like
MNREGA (rural employment), PMAY (housing
for all), PMKY (income support for farmers) and
Jan Dhan Yogna (financial inclusion). These
programs have improved livelihoods for millions
but these initiatives are not sufficient and may
fall short of target set for 2030 in India and most
of the countries of the world, owing to climate
related disruptions, income inequality, unprece-
dented epidemic like corona, inclusive and sus-
tainable growth, that is, growth that benefits
everyone and protects the environment too.
Strong collaboration between centre and state
governments in all its dimensions. Falling short
of any one or fall prey of any unprecedented sit-
uation may severely hamper the SDG1.

SDG2 targets zero hunger by ensuring food
security and promoting sustainable agriculture.
SDG 3 ensures good health and well-being for all
ages. SDG 4 promotes inclusive and quality edu-
cation, enabling lifelong learning. SDG 5 seeks
gender equality and the empowerment of all
women and girls. SDG 6 focuses on providing
clean water and sanitation for all. The first six
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) focus on
basic human needs and rights. Together, these
goals form the foundation for a just, healthy, and
sustainable society, ensuring dignity and oppor-
tunity for everyone.

However, sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) 7 to 17 are build on the strong founda-
tion set by the first six goals and focus on broad-
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er systems that support human development,
environmental protection, peace, and partner-
ship.

SDG7 aims to ensure access to affordable, reli-
able, sustainable, and modern energy for all. It
promotes the use of renewable energy sources
like solar and wind to improve energy efficiency.
It also supports expanding energy infrastructure
in developing regions, helping to reduce energy
poverty and protect the environment.

SDG 8 promotes decent work and economic
growth. It aims to create sustainable, inclusive
employment, reduce unemployment, and ensure
safe working conditions for all. The goal supports
innovation, entrepreneurship, equal pay and
encouraging economic growth that benefits
everyone while protecting labour rights and pro-
moting productivity & decent work worldwide.

SDG 9 focuses on building resilient infrastrue-
ture, promoting sustainable industrialization and
encouraging innovation. It supports technologi-
cal advancement, increased access to finance &
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markets and inclusive growth. This goal is vital
for boosting productivity, creating jobs, and driv-
ing economic development especially in develop-
ing countries aiming for long-term sustainability.

SDG 10 aims to reduce inequalities within and
among countries by promoting social, economie
and political inclusion for all regardless of age,
gender, disability, or background. It supports
equal opportunities, fair policies and reducing
disparities in income, access to services and rep-
resentation across all groups.

SDG 11 aims to make cities inclusive, safe,
resilient and sustainable. It focuses on improving
affordable housing, public transport, urban plan-
ning, green spaces and disaster risk management
to ensure better living conditions and sustainabil-
ity for growing urban populations especially in
developing regions.

SDG 12 promotes the sustainable use of natu-
ral resources, aiming to reduce waste, increase
recycling, and encourage eco-friendly consump-
tion. It focuses on making production and supply

chains more efficient, raising awareness among
consumers, and supporting policies that mini-
mize environmental impact to ensure long-term
sustainability for people and the planet.

SDG13 calls for urgent action to combat cli-
mate change by reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions, promoting climate resilience and integrat-
ing climate-related measures into national poli-
cies. It emphasizes early warning systems, disas-
ter risk reduction and international cooperation
to protect ecosystems, economies and communi-
ties from the escalating impacts of global warm-
ing.

SDG 14 aims to protect the world's oceans,
seas, and marine life by reducing pollution, pre-
venting overfishing, and preserving coastal and
marine ecosystems. It encourages sustainable
fishing practices, conservation efforts and inter-
national collaboration to maintain the health of
marine environments which are vital for global
food security and climate stability.

SDG 15 focuses on protecting, restoring and
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promoting the sustainable use of terrestrial
ecosystems. It works to combat deforestation,
halt biodiversity loss and prevent desertification.
The goal supports the conservation of forests,
wildlife and natural habitats which are erucial for
ecosystem balance, climate regulation and
human well- being.

SDG 16 promotes peaceful and inclusive soci-
eties by ensuring access to justice for all and
building accountable as well as transparent insti-
tutions. It targets the reduction of violence, cor-
ruption and abuse of power while strengthening
the rule of law, human rights and participatory
decision-making bodies at all levels of gover-
nance.

SDG 17 emphasizes the importance of global
partnerships among governments, businesses
and civil society to achieve all SDGs. It focuses
on mobilizing financial resources, sharing tech-
nology and enhancing capacity-building especial-
ly in developing countries to foster inclusive
growth and sustainable development through
international cooperation and shared responsibil-
ity:

In Gist, SDGs are deeply interconnected. SDG
1 (No Poverty) cannot be achieved without
addressing SDG 2 (Zero Hunger), SDG 3 (Good
Health) and SDG 4 (Education). Basically, it is
thepoverty that oftenly limits access to food /
good food, healthcare and learning. Achieving
gender equality(SDG 5) boosts economic growth
(SDG 8) and reduces inequalities (SDG 10).
Clean water (SDG 6) is essential for good
health(SDG 3) while affordable energy (SDG 7)
- powers homes, hospitals, and schools. Climate
action (SDG 13) and environmental sustainabil-
ity (SDGs 14 and 15) are vital for food, water,
and livelihood security. Liastly, strong institutions
(SDG 16) and global cooperation (SDG 17) are
essential for everlasting progress. Together, all
seventeen SDGs form a unified blueprint for a
sustainable and equitable world as well as nation
too. So it becomes our moral duty to sincerely
contribute SDGs and boost the system to reach
at logical conclusion along with other countries of
the world by 2030. It is imperative to mention
here that Finland topped the SDG Index fol-
lowed by Sweden and Denmark while countries
facing conflict or instability such as Yemen,
Somalia and Chad are at the bottom of SDGs
index with India scored 99th position thereby
marking its first entry in top 100's with a score
of 67 out of 100 point scale.
(The writer is Principal SG
GDC Doongi, Rajouri)




