
Tuesday August 19, 2025 3

STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: Union Minister of
State (Independent Charge) for
Science and Technology; Earth
Sciences and Minister of State for
PMO, Department of Atomic
Energy, Department of Space,
Personnel, Public Grievances and
Pensions, Dr. Jitendra Singh said
here today that the Space experi-
ments conducted by Subhanshu
Shukla personify India as
"Vishwabandhu" Bharat because
even though these experiments were
performed by an Indian using indige-
nous kits, their benefits would be
available to the entire mankind.
Broadly, these experiments dealt
with lifesciences and plant physiolo-
gy. Introducing a special discussion
on "Critical Role of Space Programme
for Viksit Bharat by 2047" in the Lok
Sabha today, Dr. Jitendra Singh
underlined that Group Captain
Shubhanshu Shukla's mission was not
just a symbolic triumph but also a

demonstration of India's growing
capability in cost-effective space tech-
nology, international collaboration,
and indigenous innovation.

The Minister described the presence
of India's first astronaut aboard the
International Space Station (ISS) as
a "historic milestone" and linked the
achievement to the country's march
towards becoming a developed nation
by 2047. 

The Minister noted that the ISS
mission, undertaken at a fraction of

the global cost, showcased India's
ability to combine intellectual
resources with advanced scientific
planning. "This success reflects the
talent of our scientists and the
enabling environment created, when
reforms opened up the space sector to
private participation," he said, adding
that more than 300 space startups
are now contributing to India's rapid-
ly expanding space economy. Dr.
Jitendra Singh emphasised that the
experiments carried out by Shukla
during his stay on the ISS-spanning
life sciences, agriculture, biotechnolo-
gy, and cognitive research-were
designed and developed in India, rein-
forcing the vision of an Atmanirbhar
Bharat. He said the benefits of these
studies will extend beyond space, with
applications in health, agriculture,
disaster management, and urban
planning.

Tracing the trajectory of India's
space programme, the Minister cred-
ited Prime Minister Narendra Modi's

leadership for providing the policy
ecosystem that accelerated progress.
He cited the announcement from the
Red Fort in 2018 that set India's
human spaceflight ambitions in
motion, leading up to current collabo-
rations with NASA, Axiom Space,
and SpaceX.

Looking ahead, Dr. Jitendra Singh
said India is on track for a series of
major milestones: the Vyommitra
humanoid mission in 2026, the
launch of the first Indian astronaut
under the Gaganyaan programme in
2027, an Indian space station by
2035, and an Indian astronaut set-
ting foot on the Moon by 2040. "A few
years before 2047, a young Indian will
declare from the lunar surface the
arrival of a Viksit Bharat," he told the
House.

"This is not just about one astro-
naut. It is about India's place in the
world and the dreams of every child
who aspires to reach the stars," Dr.
Jitendra Singh concluded.
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JAMMU: Commissioner
State Taxes, Jammu and
Kashmir, PK Bhat, on
Monday inaugurated the
newly renovated Conference
Hall at the Excise and
Taxation (E&T) Complex,
here.

The state-of-the-art facility
has been designed to enhance
the department's capacity for
meetings, training sessions,
and official engagements.

Additional Commissioner
Administration and
Enforcement Jammu,
Namrita Dogra, Deputy

Commissioner Headquarters
Ashima Sher and other offi-
cers and officials of the
department were present on
the occasion.

Following the inauguration,
Commissioner PK Bhat
addressed the officers present
in the hall, emphasizing the
importance of modern infra-
structure in fostering efficien-
cy and collaboration within
the department. He com-
mended the efforts of all those
involved in the renovation
project and urged the team to
continue their dedication to
public service.

Additional Commissioner
Namrita Dogra expressed her
gratitude to everyone who con-
tributed to the successful com-
pletion of the renovation. In
her vote of thanks, she high-
lighted the collective effort
and commitment that made
the upgraded conference hall a
reality, noting its significance
in supporting the depart-
ment's operational goals.

The event marks a signifi-
cant step in the department's
ongoing efforts to modernize
its facilities and create a con-
ducive environment for effec-
tive governance.
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conference Hall at E&T Complex Jammu

Commissioner State Taxes, J&K, PK Bhat inaugurating newly renovated Conference Hall at
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SRINAGAR: The Public
Accounts Committee (PAC)
of the Jammu and Kashmir
Legislative Assembly on
Monday convened a meet-
ing at the Assembly
Complex, Srinagar, to
review the audit paras per-
taining to the Public Works
Department (PWD).

The meeting was chaired
by PAC Chairman Sham
Lal Sharma and attended
by members including
Mubarak Gul, Nazir
Ahmad Khan (Gurezi),
Qaysar Jamshaid Lone,
Javid Hassan Baig, Sajad
Shaheen and Muzaffar
Iqbal Khan.

The Committee under-
took a detailed examination
of Audit Paras 4.8 (2000-
01), 4.7 (2001-02) and
3.20 to 3.23 (2016-17) per-
taining to the PWD (R&B)
Department.

The members discussed

key issues including ration-
al and timely fund alloca-
tion, geo-tagging, technical
and administrative
approvals, preparation of
DPRs, forest clearance,
tendering and e-tendering
processes besides adher-
ence to financial code for-
malities.

The Chairman stressed
the need for strengthening

the road network and
upgrading infrastructure
across all districts of
Jammu and Kashmir. He
emphasised that better con-
nectivity is a basic require-
ment for the people and
underscored the impor-
tance of strict monitoring
to ensure quality control in
project execution.

The Committee called for

timely completion of proj-
ects, immediate attention
to the maintenance of dam-
aged roads for public con-
venience and timely tender-
ing to fully utilize the work-
ing season in Kashmir. It
also directed that the pend-
ing works be expedited and
completed within stipulated
timeframes.

The Chairman further

instructed that accounta-
bility be fixed on officers
for delays in project execu-
tion. He sought a compre-
hensive report on violations
of financial codes and
irregularities in fund allo-
cation.

Underscoring the vital
role of the PWD, the
Chairman stressed greater
transparency, accountabili-
ty and seriousness in its
functioning. He reiterated
the PAC's mandate to pro-
mote transparency, fiscal
discipline and accountabili-
ty in governance.

The meeting was attended
by Principal Accountant
General J&K, K. P. Yadaw;
Principal Secretary PWD,
Anil Kumar Singh;
Secretary Legislative
Assembly; Director General
Accounts and Treasuries;
Director Planning and
Finance; Chief Engineers
and other senior officers.
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PAC Chairman Sham Lal Sharma chairing a  meeting at Assembly Complex, Srinagar.
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JAMMU: India today
stands at the threshold of
a historic transformation,
marching with confidence
under a visionary leader-
ship towards reclaiming
its ancient glory as
Vishawguru of the world. 

"We have full faith in our
leadership and the collec-
tive strength of 140 crore
citizens, and together we
will script a new chapter
of development, unity and
global recognition," stated
the Lieutenant Governor
of Ladakh, Kavinder
Gupta, while addressing a
programme organised by
the Jammu branch of
Divya Jyoti Jagran
Sanstha in Jammu.

The Lt Governor under-
lined the importance of
recognising responsibili-
ties along with rights. 

"When Rajpath becomes

Kartavya Path, when
every citizen holds the
Tricolour with pride, ful-
fils their Fundamental
Duties and works for the
progress of the nation,
then India is surely mov-
ing in the right direction,"
he remarked.

Recalling his recent visit
to the Kargil War
Memorial at Drass on the

occasion of Kargil Vijay
Diwas, the Lt Governor
paid rich tributes to the
542 brave soldiers who
made the supreme sacri-
fice during the 1999
Kargil War and remem-
bered the 1,536 soldiers

who continue to live with
the pain of their injuries. 

He said that these sacri-
fices must serve as a con-
stant reminder for every cit-
izen to give back to the
nation.  "It is not enough to
only clap when we remem-
ber them; we must live
with the consciousness
that the nation has given
us so much, and we too
must contribute," he
added. Reaffirming faith
in the collective will of the
people and the leadership
guiding the nation, the Lt
Governor said that just as
the 140-crore citizens of
India are working with
dedication, the elected
representatives in the
highest offices are also
committed to meeting the

aspirations of the people. 
He added that the syner-

gy between leadership and
citizens will take India
towards development,
prosperity, and the dream
of becoming Vishwaguru
once again.

At the same time, the Lt
Governor cautioned that
there are still some ele-
ments that attempt to
weaken the country. "It is
our duty to counter such
ideas and strengthen the
unity of India. Let us
pledge that every drop of
our blood will be devoted
to the service of the
nation. This spirit of ded-
ication should not only
guide us but also inspire
generations to come," he
urged.

Collective strength of 140 crore citizens will make
India Vishwaguru: LG Kavinder

Pledges to devote every drop of blood to the nation

Lt Governor Ladakh, Kavinder Gupta speaking at 
a programme in Jammu. 
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KATHUA: Deputy Chief
Minister, Surinder
Choudhary on Monday visited
the relief camp established at
SIDCO Ghati Industrial
Estate, Kathua to take stock
of arrangements being
extended to the families
affected by the recent cloud-
burst.

The Deputy Chief Minister
interacted with the displaced
families, heard their concerns
and assured them of full gov-
ernment support.

"The government stands
shoulder to shoulder with the
affected families in this hour
of crisis. Every possible meas-
ure will be taken to ensure
their immediate relief and
long-term rehabilitation," the
Deputy Chief Minister said
while addressing the victims
at the relief camp.

During the visit, the Deputy
Chief Minister also inspected
the nearby bridge connecting
the adjoining villages of Ghati
which was damaged in the
incident. He directed the con-
cerned authorities to take up
immediate restoration work.
"Restoration of connectivity is
the top priority and the
administration has been

directed to execute works on
war footing," he asserted.

The Deputy Chief Minister
also visited the Military
Hospital Pathankot where he
enquired about the well-being
of the injured admitted fol-
lowing the Ghati cloudburst.
He appreciated the timely
response of the medical staff
and instructed them to pro-
vide best possible treatment
to the injured till their full
recovery.

Later, the Deputy Chief
Minister visited Government
Medical College Kathua
where he met the injured and
families affected by cloud-
bursts and flashfloods at

Jakhole and Janglote. He
assured them that all neces-
sary assistance including
medical care and rehabilita-
tion support, will be extended
without delay.

"The safety and well-being
of the people is our foremost
concern. The Government will
leave no stone unturned in
providing relief and rebuild-
ing the damaged infrastruc-
ture," the Deputy Chief
Minister reaffirmed.

He also directed the district
administration to maintain
round-the-clock monitoring in
all calamity-hit areas and
ensure timely assistance to
the affected population.
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JAMMU: Deputy
Commissioner Jammu,
Rakesh Minhas, on
Monday visited subdivi-
sions of Marh and
Akhnoor and held meet-
ings with revenue officials.

In Marh, he reviewed the
functioning of the
Revenue Department with
SDM Athar Amin and
Tehsildar Ram Krishan
Rathore. He stressed
timely delivery of services,
strict adherence to PSGA
guidelines and regular
reviews to avoid delays.

In Akhnoor, he held a

similar review with SDM
Mukhter Ahmed and
Tehsildar Naresh Kumar,
besides other revenue offi-
cials. The Deputy
Commissioner instructed
officers to identify devel-
opmental projects, pre-
pare proposals and ensure
their timely execution and
delivery.

He also inspected Jia
Pota Ghat, highlighting
its potential for develop-
ment, and reviewed
progress on the under-
construction municipal
complex in Akhnoor subdi-
vision.
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Dy CM, Surinder Choudhary visiting Military Hospital
Pathankot to enquire well-being of injured.
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DC Jammu, Rakesh Minhas visiting 
subdivisions of Marh and Akhnoor.


