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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU:  The High Court of
Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh has dismissed a peti-
tion filed by three former
Assistant Handicrafts Training
Officers, ruling that their
appointments-secured on the
basis of a forged selection list-
were "non-est" in the eyes of
law. The Division Bench com-
prising Chief Justice Arun Palli
and Justice Rajnesh Oswal
upheld the government's 2020
order cancelling the appoint-
ments of Mir Sajad Hussain of
Srinagar, Ruby Jan of
Anantnag, and Arif Ahmad
Bhat of Pulwama. The court
further held that recovery of

salaries illegally drawn during
their tenure was justified.

The petitioners had earlier
approached the Central
Administrative Tribunal
(CAT), Srinagar, which in
August 2023 had dismissed
their plea after finding their
service entry was based on
forged documents. Dissatisfied,
they moved the High Court,
but the judges observed that
once an appointment is tainted
by fraud, "no employer-employ-
ee relationship exists" and prin-
ciples of natural justice are not
applicable. An FIR
No.29/2021 registered with
Crime Branch Kashmir under
Sections 420, 468, 471, 120-B
IPC and the Prevention of
Corruption Act is already pend-
ing against the trio. The Bench
cited Supreme Court prece-
dents, reiterating that any
appointment obtained through
fraud is void ab initio and can-
not be regularised at any stage.
With this ruling, the petitioners'
final legal attempt to challenge
their termination has failed,
cementing the government's
stand against fraudulent
appointments in the
Handicrafts Department. 
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Appointments based on
forged list ‘Non-Est’: DB

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Senior Citizens
Forum Katra celebrated the
35th World Senior Citizens
Day in a function organised
in coordination with  Sewa
Bharati J&K at Disha
Chhatrtawash Kadmal in
Katra.

Legislator Baldev Raj
Sharma was the chief guest
while Dr.  AK Gupta of AK
Gupta Hospital Kathua was
the guest of honour. Other
dignitaries present were
Ajay Sharma  (retired
Executive Engineer), and
architect Ashok Koul. 

In his welcome  address
president of the Forum, Shiv
Kumar Sharma  spoke about
the importance of this  day
in brief and laid stress on
youngsters recognising the
contributions of senior mem-
bers of the family, society
and the Nation.

Priyal Sharma, a student
of class 10th of Sant Ishwar
Bhartiya Vidya Mandir
Higher Secondary  School
Nainsu in Udhampur enter-
tained the   guests and the
audience with their impres-
sive presentations. Dogri
culture programme  dance
and geetru was presented  by

Vansh and party Muttal
under the guidance of
Rakesh Kumar. 

Among others present were
Dr. AK Gupta, Ajay Sharma
and Atul Sharma and
Sanjay Kumar (Warden).

Speaking on the occasion,
Baldev Raj assured senior
citizens that he will make

efforts to develop facilities to
make senior citizens comfort-
able in holy town of Katra.

Proceeding of this event
conducted by Ramesh
Chander and Gopal Krishan
Komal while vote of thanks
presented by vice president
of the Forum, Sukhdev
Singh.

Forum celebrates World Senior Citizens Day

Forum members during the event in Jammu.

Three thefts cases solved, notorious
thief nabbed, stolen items recovered

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: In a sig-
nificant break-
through, the
Janipur Police
have apprehended
a notorious thief,
Hamid Parvez, son
of Parvez Ahmed,
resident of Hidyal,
Kishtwar, current-
ly residing near
Eid Gah Masjid,
Janipur. The
accused was
involved in multiple theft cases, including the theft of two cars
and a house burglary.

The Janipur Police was already investigating two separate
cases FIR No. 07/2025, dated January 21, 2025, regarding
the theft of car JK02R 9927 and FIR No. 121/2025, dated
August 4, 2025, regarding the theft of car JK02T 7566 com-
mitted by the same accused.

Another FIR No. 136/2025, was registered after the appre-
hension of accused after he committed burglary in a house at
Janipur and stole cash, gold ornaments, fridge, and washing

machine from the same house. Tireless efforts of the Janipur
Police team, led by SHO Janipur, Insp. Vikram Sharma,
under the supervision of SDPO City West, Dr. Satish
Bhardwaj, and SP City North, Jammu, the accused was
caught, and the stolen items were recovered.

Janipur police solves hit-and-run case
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Janipur Police have solved a hit-and-run case. The
case, registered
as FIR No.
135/2025 under
relevant sec-
tions, involved a
motorcycle being
hit by an Innova
vehicle.

The incident
occurred when
two individuals,
Vipan Rathore
and Neeje
Sharma, were riding a motorcycle (JK08J1091). The Innova
vehicle (JK02CB7172) hit the motorcycle, resulting in
injuries to both riders, who sustained fractures in their legs.
They were immediately referred to the hospital for medical
attention.

Through diligent investigation, the Janipur Police were able
to identify and seize the Innova vehicle involved in the inci-

dent. The case has been successfully solved, and further action
is being taken as per the law.

The Janipur Police appreciate the cooperation of the public
through their installed CCTVs and commend the efforts of the
investigation team for their prompt and professional handling
of the case. Every resident and shopkeeper of Janipur area
are requested to install CCTVs especially in their business
establishments covering roads also which are very useful for
their protection and apprehension of criminals after commis-
sion of crime.

Theft case solved; pistol 
recovered; accused arrested 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Police worked out a theft case and recovered one
stolen pistol, with the arrest of one accused by Police Post
Bathindi.

On June 14, 2023, one person namely Gulam Muhi Din
S/o Moinuddin R/o Zubera Bad, Bathindi, Jammu lodged
a written complaint at PP Bathindi regarding the theft of
his pistol and other items from his residence. In this con-
nection, FIR No. 174/2023 U/S 454/380 IPC was regis-
tered at P/S Bahu Fort Jammu.

Acting swiftly on the directions of senior officers, one
suspect namely Mohd. Mukim S/o Jameel Ahmed R/o
Migrant Camp, Talwara, District Reasi was apprehended
U/S 41 CrPC for questioning. During sustained question-
ing, the accused confessed his involvement in the theft and

disclosed that the
stolen pistol was
sold to one Bagh
Ali @ Bagu @
Sunny S/o Mangat
Ali @ Manga R/o
Kiker Morh, Bari
B r a h m a n a ,
District Samba.

Subsequently, a
search was
launched to nab
Bagh Ali, who
r e m a i n e d
absconding for
some time.
However, in a
well-coordinated
effort, a police
team of P/S Bahu
Fort led by SHO Bahu Fort and assisted by I/C PP
Bathindi and ASI Javid Iqbal, under the supervision of
SDPO City East,  SP City South and SSP Jammu, arrest-
ed the said accused.

On his disclosure, the stolen pistol was recovered and
seized. The swift action of Jammu Police once again
reflects its commitment towards ensuring the safety and
security of the citizens by cracking down on criminals
involved in theft and other unlawful activities.

STATE TIMES NEWS
BANI: In the wake of
recent heavy rainfall that
caused severe damage to
roads and infrastructure
in the hilly areas of Bani
constituency, MLA Bani
Dr. Rameshwar Singh con-
ducted an on-ground
inspection to assess the
progress of ongoing
restoration work.

Dr. Rameshwar Singh
visited critical sites includ-
ing the Bani-Bhandar
Road and Koi-Baljedi
Road, which were heavily
affected by landslides and
waterlogging. He interact-
ed with engineers, labour-
ers, and local residents,
taking stock of the damage
and reviewing the pace of
restoration.

Directing the concerned
departments to expedite
the work, Dr. Singh

emphasized the impor-
tance of restoring connec-
tivity to remote villages at
the earliest.

"People in hilly and bor-
der areas face extreme
hardships during mon-
soons. It is our responsibil-
ity to ensure that road
connectivity is restored
swiftly and effectively. I

have instructed the
departments to complete
the work in mission mode,
without any delay," said
Dr. Singh.

He assured that all possi-
ble resources will be mobi-
lized to restore damaged
stretches and prevent fur-
ther erosion.

"I am personally moni-

toring the situation.
Wherever there is a bottle-
neck-technical, adminis-
trative, or financial-we will
clear it. People's safety
and accessibility come
first," he added.

Locals appreciated the
MLA's personal presence
and timely intervention.
Several villagers, who had
been cut off due to road
blockages, expressed relief
and gratitude for the
immediate attention given
by the administration
under Dr. Singh's leader-
ship.

Dr. Singh reiterated his
commitment to the devel-
opment and welfare of his
constituency, stating that
contingency planning and
infrastructure strengthen-
ing would also be taken up
to prevent such damage in
the future.

STATE TIMES NEWS
KATHUA: Col Mahan Singh
(Retd.), DDC Chairman
Kathua, today carried out an
extensive on-site survey of
rain-affected areas in the
remote Panchayats of Dhar
Jankher, Dhar Kore, and
Dhar Mahanpur in Basohli
Sub-District. 

The visit was aimed at
assessing the damage caused
by recent heavy rains and
initiating immediate remedi-
al measures. He was accom-
panied by officials including
Sub Yubkaran, Rattan
Chand, Mohd Shafi,
Girdwar Shafiq Ahmed, and
other local representatives.

During the visit, the DDC
Chairman inspected multiple
sites affected by landslides
and soil erosion. He spent
considerable time interact-
ing with residents of Village
Samoond and Village
Birken, where he observed
extensive damage to agricul-
ture land and residential
structures. 

Reports indicate that geo-
logical faults and the absorp-
tion of heavy rainfall into the
soil have caused significant

land subsidence, creating
cracks in houses and public
buildings. Patches of land
measuring approximately
800x800 meters in each
affected area have been dam-
aged, leading to losses of
standing crops and public
property.

Col Mahan Singh empha-
sized the urgency of a com-
prehensive damage assess-
ment and reconstruction
plan. 

He directed revenue and
RDD officials to conduct a
detailed survey of the affect-
ed areas and prepare a
report for submission to the

district administration and
state government.
"Immediate action is
required to ensure the safety
of residents and restoration
of their livelihoods," he said
while interacting with vil-
lagers.

He also assured locals that
the administration would
prioritize relief measures,
rehabilitation of damaged
structures, and restoration
of agricultural land. The
DDC Chairman stressed
that proactive planning and
timely execution of recon-
struction work are vital to
prevent further damage and

safeguard the community
from similar future calami-
ties.

The visit underscores the
district administration's
commitment to rapid
response and damage miti-
gation in rain-affected
regions, highlighting the
importance of coordinated
efforts between local author-
ities and government depart-
ments. 

Residents expressed appre-
ciation for the hands-on
approach and prompt
instructions given by Col
Mahan Singh to address the
crisis effectively.

MLA Bani inspects road restoration work post heavy rainfall

MLA Bani Dr. Rameshwar Singh inspecting 
restoration work.

Col Mahan visits rain-affected areas in
Sub-District Basohli

DDC Chairman, Col Mahan Singh (Retd) during visit to rain-affected areas at Basohli.

STATE TIMES NEWS
KATRA: Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Narayana
Super Speciality Hospital
(SMVDNSH), proudly
announces the successful
completion of a Retrograde
Intrarenal Surgery (RIRS)
on an 8-year-old child. This
minimally invasive surgery
was expertly performed by
Dr. Shiv K. Sharma,
renowned urologist .

The young patient, who
was suffering from kidney
stones, underwent the
advanced RIRS procedure
using a flexible uretero-
scope. Without the need for
external incisions, the sur-
gery ensured minimal dis-
comfort, reduced risk, and
a swift recovery. The child
is now doing well.
Importantly, the procedure
was carried out under the
Ayushman Bharat scheme,
ensuring that advanced
healthcare remained acces-
sible and affordable for the
family.

"This successful pediatric
case highlights our commit-
ment to bringing world-
class, patient-focused care

to the region," said Dr. Shiv
K. Sharma. "It also demon-
strates how advanced tech-
nology can provide safe and
effective solutions even for
our youngest patients."

Dr. M.M. Mathavan,
Facility Director, Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi
Narayana Super Speciality
Hospital, added  "This
milestone reflects our hos-
pital's mission to serve the
community with cutting-
edge healthcare solutions.
We are proud to strengthen
specialized services in the

region."
Dr. Yashpal Sharma,

Executive Director, Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi
Institute of Medical
Excellence (SMVDIME),
said "With the support of
the *Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Shrine Board*, the
institute continues to
advance medical excellence.
This achievement rein-
forces our vision of making
top-quality healthcare
accessible to all."

The Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Shrine Board,

through its continued sup-
port and vision, has played
a vital role in establishing
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Narayana Super Speciality
Hospital as a hub of
advanced healthcare in
Jammu & Kashmir.

The hospital congratu-
lates Dr. Shiv K. Sharma
and his dedicated team for
this remarkable achieve-
ment and remains commit-
ted to delivering innovative,
compassionate, and acces-
sible healthcare to the com-
munity.

Narayana Hospital achieves landmark
in pediatric urological surgery

Team of doctors along with treated patient.


