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India's Bioeconomy to touch $300
billion by 2030: Dr Jitendra
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Ensuring adequate relief, assistance

to flood affected people: LG

Death toll in Vaishno Devi
landslide rises to 34

Loss of lives saddening: Modi

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The death toll in
the Vaishno Devi landslide
has gone up to 34 with res-
cuers pulling out more bodies
from under the debris, offi-
cials said on Wednesday, a
day after disaster struck the
route to the hilltop shrine in
Jammu and Kashmir's Reasi
district.

At least 20 people were

injured in the landslide trig-
gered by heavy, relentless
rain and are undergoing
treatment in different hospi-
tals, officials said.

‘With fears that more people
could be trapped, rescue
teams are continuing to dig
through the mounds of rub-
ble to look for survivors.
‘While 30 bodies were recov-
ered from the debris, two of

Train services restored from Jammu
Phone, internet services restored in J&K

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Train services were
restored from Jammu on
Wednesday after a day-long
suspension, with six trains
scheduled to leave for their
destinations, officials said.

Northern Railway on
Tuesday night announced
the cancellation of 22 incom-
ing and outgoing trains from
Jammu and Katra railway
stations, while 27 trains were
short-terminated at various
stations in the division due to
heavy rain that lashed the
region.

"Train services have been
restored from Jammu. Six
trains, which were -either
cancelled or short-terminat-

JSD issues advisory on
water supply disruption

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Jal Shakti
(PHE) Department,
Jammu, has issued a public
notice informing residents
about disruptions in water
supply across several areas
due to adverse weather con-
ditions.

According to the Chief
Engineer's  office, heavy
rains and flash floods have
caused significant damage to
the department's infrastruc-
ture, while the disruption of
power supply has further
hampered normal opera-
tions. As a result, water sup-
ply in certain localities is
likely to remain affected
until full restoration work is
completed.

The  department has
appealed to the general pub-
lic to use water judiciously
and restrict its usage to
drinking purposes only dur-
ing this period of erisis.

"Efforts are underway to
restore the water supply at
the earliest possible time,"
the notice assured, while
expressing regret over the
inconvenience caused to resi-
dents.
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Temperature (Jammu)
Max: 26.9°C Min: 19.9°C
Humidity
Max : 100 Min : 95
Temperature (Srinagar)
Max: 22.7°C Min: -9.3°C
Humidity
Max : 91 Min: 79
Sunset : 19:02 Hours
Sunrise : 06:02 Hours

ed, will leave for their desti-
nations today," a railway offi-
cial said.

According to the PRO of
Jammu Division, the six
restored trains include three
that were earlier cancelled
and three that were short-
terminated at different sta-
tions.

The trains scheduled to
depart from Jammu are

Jammu  Tawi-Kamakhya
Express, Jammu-
Sambalpur, Jammu-

Ambedkar Nagar, Jammu-
Varanasi, Jammu-Bandra,
and Jammu-Chhapra.
Meanwhile, the phone and
network services
H CONTD ON PAGE 9

Response Fund (SDRF) and

CM announces Rs 6 lakh ex-gratia for victims

JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah on Wednesday announced an ex-gratia of Rs 6 lakh
for the next of kin of those who lost their lives in the landslide
near the Mata Vaishno Devi shrine in Reasi district.

Thirty-four pilgrims have died and 20 were injured in the
disastrous landslide on the route to the Mata Vaishno Devi
shrine in Jammu and Kashmir's Katra belt on Tuesday.

A spokesperson said that Rs 6 lakh ex-gratia, including Rs
4 lakh from the State Disaster Response Fund and Rs 2 lakh
per deceased person from the Chief Minister's Relief Fund,
will be provided to the families.

He also announced relief for victims of other flood-related
incidents reported across Jammu and Kashmir over the past
two days, with compensation from the State Disaster
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those injured died in hospi-
tal.

The pilgrimage to the
shrine was suspended when
the mountainside literally
gave way and stones, boul-
ders and rocks came hurtling

down around 3 pm on
Tuesday, catching people
unawares.

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi said his prayers are for
everyone's safety and well-
being.

"The loss of lives due to a
landslide on the route to the
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Temple is saddening. My
thoughts are with the
bereaved families. May the
injured recover at the
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Educational institutes
across J&K to

remain closed today
m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: In view of the
flood-like situation, educa-
tional institutes across
Jammu and Kashmir will
remain closed on Thursday,
Education Minister Sakina
Ttoo said.

"Schools  and  colleges
across Jammu & Kashmir
will remain closed tomorrow
(28.08.2025) in view of
inclement weather," Ttoo said
in a post on X on Wednesday.

The decision comes amid
torrential rains in
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CBT Exam for post of
Reader postponed: HC

m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: According to a
notification issued by the
Registrar Recruitment, J&K
High court, in view of the
inclement weather and heavy
rainfall, it is hereby notified
for information of all the
candidates who had to
appear in the online CBT
Examination for the post of
Reader, Level-8
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Air surcharge 50 paisa for Leh

Paras slams ton; Abid, Kawal hit fifties
as J&K gains vital 1t innings lead
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LG

oriefs PM, HM on flood

situation; ongomg rellef rescue ops

m STATE TIMES NEWS

KATRA: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on
‘Wednesday met the devotees
injured in an unfortunate
landslide incident near
Ardhkawari at Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine who are
undergoing treatment at

Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Narayana Superspeciality
Hospital, Katra and

enquired about their health.
Team of senior doctors
briefed the Lieutenant
Governor on the health con-
dition of the injured and the
medical procedures being fol-

lowed. The Lieutenant
Governor  directed  the
Doctors and  Hospital

Administration for ensuring
the best possible treatment
for the speedy recovery of the
injured. It was informed
that 13 people are presently
under-going treatment at
SMVD Narayana
Superspeciality ~ Hospital,
Katra and their condition
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Terror masterminds sent clear message of consequences
of playing with Indian citizens' lives: Amit Shah

m STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on

‘Wednesday said that
Operation  Sindoor and
Operation Mahadev have

sent a clear message to the
masterminds of terror about
the consequences of playing
with Indian citizens' lives.

Shah also said that while
Operation Sindoor brought
satisfaction among the peo-
ple, Operation Mahadev
transformed that satisfaction
into confidence.

Shah said this while hon-
ouring the Indian Army, J-K
Police and CRPF personnel,
who successfully carried out

Operation Mahadev and neu-
tralised terrorists involved in
the Pahalgam attack.

The armed forces carried
out Operation Sindoor in
May, targeting terror hide-

J&K Bank holds 87th AGM of its shareholders,
announces 215 pc dividend

Trust of shareholders customers is Bank's core strength Principal Secretary Finance
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MD & CEO Amitava Chatterjee and others during AGIVt of the bank at Srinagar.

i Driving Growth &
Delivering Excellence

u STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: J&K Bank yes-
terday held its 87th Annual
General Meeting (AGM) of
shareholders at SKICC.

On the occasion, the Bank
announced a 215% dividend
for 'Y 2024-25, marking the

third consecutive year of
rewarding shareholders in
line with its strong and con-
sistent performance.

MD & CEO Amitava
Chatterjee chaired the AGM
- themed Driving Growth &
Delivering Exeellence' - in

presence of Bank's
Directors-on-Board includ-
ing Principal Secretary to
Government (Finance
Department) Santosh D
Vaidya- representing majori-
ty shareholder and
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outs and military installa-
tions in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
in response to the April 22
Pahalgam  attack  that
claimed 26 lives.

Through Operation
Mahadev, the security forces
in July eliminated the terror-
ists involved in the Pahalgam
carnage.

"Operation Sindoor and
Operation Mahadev have
sent a clear message to the
masterminds of terror about
the consequences of playing
with the lives of Indian citi-
zens," Shah said.

The security forces have
shown the world that no mat-
ter how many tactics or
strategies terrorists may
adopt, they can no longer
hurt India and escape, the
home minister said.
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LG Manoj Sinha enquiring about health of devotees injured
at Narayana Superspeciality Hospital, Katra.

» Visits SMVD Narayana Superspeciality Hospital,
Katra; enquires about health of devotees injured in
landslide at Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine

» Expresses gratitude to emergency responders,
SMVDSB employees, citizens for their exemplary
interventions and saving many lives

» Says, it was a heart-wrenching natural calamity, in
which we have lost precious lives. We are providing
all possible assistance to bereaved families

» Directs officials for maximum readiness and presence of
staff at their posts to respond to emergency situations

PDD Jr Eng, two others caught red
handed while accepting bribe

m STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: The Jammu and
Kashmir Anti Corruption
Bureau (ACB) on
Wednesday trapped and
arrested Mohammad Irfan
Ganaie, Junior Engineer and

two other employees of
Power Development
Department (PDD),
Pakherpora, Charar-i-

Sharief, Budgam red-handed
while demanding and aceept-
ing bribe of Rs 5,000.

The ACB received a com-
plaint alleging therein that
one  Mohammad  Irfan
Ganaie, Junior Engineer of
Electric Department posted
at P kherpora Charar-i-
sharief area is demanding Rs

5000 as bribe through other
two subordinate employee,
for relocation of HT line
passing adjacent to the house
of complainant.

The complainant, unwilling
to pay the bribe, approached
ACB to take legal action.
Consequent upon the infor-
mation and in order to verify
the allegation leveled in the
complaint, the matter was
discreetly verified through a
designated officer of ACB
Srinagar. On the basis of
contents of the complaint,
findings and recommenda-
tions by the verifying officer,
offence under section 7, 12 of
the Prevention of
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Sinha calls upon NHAI to assist PWD in

restoring J&K’s roads, natlonal highways

u STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj  Sinha
chaired a high level meeting
today to review the rescue
and relief operations and pre-
paredness of Union
Territory's and concerned
central agencies, Army, Air
Foree, NDRE, CAPF's to deal
with the situation arising out
of incessant rain and flash
floods.

The Lieutenant Governor
directed officials to take
every possible measure to
ensure that people staying in
low-lying flood affected areas
are safely evacuated.

He asked the officials to

Chairs high level meeting on relief, restoration measures in Jammu

LG Manoj Sinha chairing meeting in Jammu on Wednesday

ensure maintenance of all
essential services such as
power, healthcare, clean
drinking water, ration and
tele-connectivity. He said the
essential services disrupted

We must set clear deadlines for bringing life to normalcy: CM

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Saying that the
continuous rainfall had ere-
ated a flood-like situation of
devastating  proportions,
despite prior forecasts, Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah on
Wednesday stressed that his
government's immediate pri-
orities were rescue, relief and
restoration,  emphasising
that strict deadlines must be
set to ensure accountability
and transparency in the gov-
ernment's response.

Chairing a high-level meet-
ing at the Civil Secretariat in
Jammu, the Chief Minister
reviewed the damages caused
by incessant rains across
Jammu and Kashmir and
assessed preventive and wel-
fare measures in view of the
prevailing weather situation.

The meeting was attended

Omar briefs PM on situation in rain-hit Jammu

CM Omar Abdullah visiting flood affected areas of Jammu on Wednesday

JAMMU: Chief Minister Omar Abdullah on Wednesday briefed Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
the situation arising from heavy rains and flooding in the Jammu region and expressed gratitude
for his assurance of continued assistance to the people of Jammu and Kashmir.

"T have spoken to the Prime Minister just a while ago. I briefed him about the situation. I thank
him for the deployment of NDRF teams. He has assured me that all support will be given by the
central government to the people of Jammu and Kashmir,"
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by Deputy Chief Minister
Surinder Choudhary;
Minister for Health &
Medical Education, School

Education & Higher
Education Sakina Itoo;
Minister for Jal Shakti,
Forest, Ecology &

Environment and Tribal
Affairs Javed Ahmed Rana;
Minister for Agriculture
Production, Rural
Development & Panchayati
Raj Javid Ahmad Dar and
Minister for Food, Civil
Supplies & Consumer Affairs
Satish Sharma and Adviser
to the Chief Minister Nasir
Aslam Wani.

MLAs from Jammu dis-
trict and the MLLA Bani, Dr
Rameshwar Singh were pres-
ent to apprise the Chief
Minister of damages in
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in flood affected areas must
be restored on priority and
natural-disaster hit areas
should have adequate stock
of essential supplies
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» Chairs high level meeting
to review rescue & relief
operations; restoration
of essential services, pre-
paredness to deal with
flood situation

» Directs PDD to closely
work with NHPC Ltd,
PGCIL for early restora-
tion of power infra

» Directs officials to take
every possible measure
to ensure that people
staying in low-lying flood
affected areas are safely
evacuated and ensure
maintenance of all essen-
tial services such
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Armed forces must be prepared
for longer confllcts Rajnath

= STATE TIMES NEWS

MHOW: India's armed forces
must be prepared for all
kinds of security challenges

including  short-duration
conflicts to even a five-year
war in view of an unpre-
dictable geopolitical environ-

ment, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said on
‘Wednesday.

In an address at the 'Ran
Samvad' at the Army War

College here, Singh said
India does not want anyone's
land, but it is ready to go to
any extent to protect its ter-
ritorial integrity.

"In today's era, wars have
become so sudden and unpre-
dictable that it is very diffi-
cult to predict when any war
will end and how long it will
last," Singh said.

The Indian military must
be prepared for every situa-
tion, he said.

"That is, if any war stretch-
es for two months, four
months, a year, two years,
even five years, then we
should be fully prepared for
it," he said.

Singh said national securi-
ty is no longer a matter of the
military, but has become an
issue of a "whole-of-nation
approach”.
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