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JAMMU: Jammu and
Kashmir Forest Department
on Saturday observed
National Forest Martyr's
Day-2021 to pay homage to
the brave Forest Officers
and officials who laid down
their lives while protecting
the Forests and Wildlife in
the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir.

Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests and
HoFF, Dr. Mohit Gera,
presided over the event and
released the revised edition
of the book titled "Green
Hearts: Protecting Forests
and Wildlife" dedicated to
the "Forest Martyr's".

On the occasion, J&K
Forest Department distrib-
uted benevolence cheques of
Rs. 1.00 lakh each to the
legal heirs /family members
of Forest officials who lost
their lives while discharging
official duty. Those Forest
officials who exhibited exem-
plary courage and got seri-
ously injured while perform-
ing their duties were also
given benevolence cheques of
Rupees Twenty five thou-
sand each on the occasion.

The department for the
first time also gave
"Rewards" for outstanding
performance in the field of
Afforestation, Forest
Protection, Training &
Capacity Building and
Demarcation related works
for the year 2020-21 to the
Forest Frontline Force offi-
cials. It was also informed
that the Government has
instituted the "State
Awards" for the frontline
forest officials for recogniz-
ing their exemplary work
and meritorious services.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Pr. CCF & HoFF high-

lighted the importance of
the day and said the
National Forest Martyr's
Day is observed to pay hom-
age to about 360 people of
Bishnoi community who laid
down their lives while pro-
tecting the "Khejri" trees in
"Kejrali" village of
Rajasthan on this day in
1730. This day also marks
the supreme sacrifice of
more than 1500 forest offi-
cials across the country for
protection of forest and
wildlife.

He said that the field staff
of Forest Department faces
a lot of challenges while

protecting the forest wealth
from encroachers, damages
doers as well as while pro-
tecting the forests from
fires and during Human-
Wildlife conflict. He
informed that the revised
updated version of the book
on "Forest Martyr's" will
help the people of J&K and
new entrants in department
to appreciate the exception-
al courage and the supreme
sacrifice made by the forest
officials in protecting our
forest wealth. He also called
upon all forest officials to
take a pledge today for pro-
tection of our forests and

wildlife to ensure ecological
security of the fragile
ecosystem of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Sarvesh Rai, Addl. Pr.
CCF/ CEO CAMPA, J&K,
in his address,   highlighted
the importance of the day
and said that forest memo-
rials are being constructed
in both Jammu and
Kashmir regions including
in Forest Training schools
to remember the sacrifices
of all those martyrs who
laid down their lives for the
cause of the forests. He
expressed his gratitude for
the forest martyrs who
bestowed the department
with the noble legacy of
keeping alive its cherished
values and rich traditions. 

K. Ramesh Kumar, CCF
Jammu, in his address,
highlighted the difficult
conditions under which
Forest officials work in the
field. He said forest offi-
cials face extreme chal-
lenges like hard terrain and
isolation but despite this,
because of their dedicated
efforts, the forest cover of
J&K is amongst the highest
in the country.

Earlier, the event com-
menced with the welcome
address by   Irfan Ali Shah,
Conservator of Forests,
Central Circle. He high-
lighted the saga of sacri-
fices made by brave Forest
officers and officials while
protecting the forests with
utmost zeal and enthusiasm
especially in the last three
decades. He mentioned
about the martyrdom of
around 100 Forest officers
and officials of different
ranks over the years in
Jammu and Kashmir. He

said the Forest Department
will continue to reach out to
the families of Forest mar-
tyrs and continue to sup-
port them through all possi-
ble means in future as well.

All the Jammu based
Forest Officers including
Heads of Department of
sister wings, Chief
Conservator of Forests,
Conservator of Forests,
DFO's, Range Officers and
frontline staff of forest
department, personnel of
Forest Protection Force
attended the emotive event

and paid rich tributes to the
"Forest martyr's". On the
occasion, a two minutes
silence was also observed to
pay homage to "Forest
Martyr's".

Plantation of 81 saplings
was jointly carried out by
forest officers/officials and
families of "Forest
Martyr's", symbolising
supreme sacrifices of 81
documented "Forest
Martyr's". In the end, a vote
of thanks was presented by
Samuel Changkija, CCF
East Circle.

Forest Deptt observes ‘National Forest Martyr’s Day’

Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and HoFF, Dr. Mohit Gera paying
floral tributes to the Forest martyrs.
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JAMMU: Director Agriculture
Production & Farmers' Welfare
Jammu,  K. K. Sharma on
Saturday inaugurated the first
pick of the seed harvest of Bhindi
(Jammu Okra-05) raised at
Jammu Province Agriculture

Experimental (JPAE) Farm, Talab
Tillo.

The Director instructed the farm
staff for timely picking, proper dry-
ing and storage to maintain the
quality of seed. He also inspected
other field activities being under
taken at the JPAE Farm under

vegetable improvement scheme.
It was apprised that the variety

Jammu Okra-05 has been raised
over an area of 13 Kanal and a
bumper production is expected.
Pertinently the foundation seed has
great demand among the farmers
of Jammu division owing to its ten-

derness, profuse branching and
lush green fruiting.

Among others present were
Agronomist Vegetable
Improvement Scheme (VIS), J. C.
Raina, farm Manager JPAE farm,
Arun Jaral and Farm Supervisor,
Om Prakesh.

Harvesting of Bhindi for seed purpose begins at JPAE Farm
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BUDGAM: Justice Ali
Mohammad Magrey,
Executive Chairman,
JKLSA and Member
NALSA on Saturday inau-
gurated visited several dis-
tricts and inaugurated
"Third National Lok
Adalats" at district court
complexes in Budgam,
Anantnag and Pulwama dis-
tricts.

During visit to different
districts, Justice Magray
inspected Lok Adalat bench-
es and distributed various
awards of compensation to
victims of MACT and other
disputes.

The matters placed before
the Benches included Civil,
Criminal Compoundable,
Cheque bounce, Bank mat-
ters, MACT, Matrimonial,
Tenancy, Electricity and
Pre-litigation matters,
maintenance family dis-
putes, civil disputes, land
acquisition cases, revenue
cases, traffic cases, cases
under municipal act, griev-
ances relating to women,
children and disabled cases
for settlement.

On visit to Budgam,
Justice Magray in presence
of Principal District and
Sessions Judge Budgam,
Mohammad Ashraf Malik,
District Magistrate
Budgam Shahbaz Ahmad
Mirza, SSP Budgam Tahir
Saleem inaugurated
National Lok Adalat at
ADR CENTRE in District
Court Complex Budgam and
distributed awards of com-
pensations to victims of
MACT amounting to Rs. 47
lakhs. Further, the highest
award was in a bank recov-
ery suit which got settled at
Rs 1.90 crores.

Delivering inaugural
address on the occasion,
Justice Magray crucial func-
tions in India due to many
factors like pending cases,
illiteracy, poverty, high
vacancy in courts etc. He
reiterated that resolving dis-
putes through Lok Adalat
not only minimizes litigation
expenditure, but also it saves
valuable time of the parties
and their witnesses.

Anoop Kumar, CPC High
Court and Abdul Bari, Joint
Registrar(judicial)High
Court of J&K were also pres-

ent on the occasion.
Nevertheless, Bench No. 1,

comprised of Mohammad
Ashraf Malik ( PDJ
Budgam) and Ms. Fozia Paul
(Secretary DLSA Budgam).
Bench No. 2 comprised of
Sunil Sangra (Addl. DJ
Budgam) and Mr. Jehangir
Ahmad Bakshi (Sub Judge
Budgam). Bench No.3 com-
prised of Malik Shabir
Ahmad (CJM Budgam) and
Ms Uzma Amin (JMIC
Budgam). Bench No. 4 com-
prised of Ishtiyaq Alam
Baba( Munsiff Chadoora)
and A.R.Hanjura (Senior
Advocate). Bench No. 5
Comprised of Mr. Javid
Ahmad Parray-JMIC
Beerwah and Mr. Naseer
Ahmad (President, Bar
Association Beerwah).
Bench No. 6 comprised of
Ms Danista Shafi ( JMIC
Magam) and Perzada Aftab
Ahmad Shah (President,
Bar Association Magam).
Bench No. 7 comprised of
Ms Farha Bashir(JMIC
Chararisharief) and
Mashooq Ahmad (President,
Bar Association
Chararisharief) Mohammad
Ashraf Malik, Chairman
DLSA Budgam identified
nine areas in the District
Budgam which are far flung
areas. These areas included
Mujpathri, Raiyar ,
Gurwaith Ringzabal, Khag,
Drung, Sutharan, Nilnag
and Gogjipathri.

In the District , a total
number of 10,000 matters
were taken up and 9000
number of matters were set-
tled amicably. The total set-
tlement amount realized in
the District was Rs. 7.23
Crores. Out of the total
amount, Rs 1 crore has been
settled in the pre litigation
matters.  Fozia Paul
Secretary DLSA Budgam
co- ordinated the National
Lok Adalat in District
Budgam.

Similarly, Justice Magray
inaugurate the National Lok
Adalat at district court com-
plex Pulwama in presence of
Principal District & Sessions
Judge Pulwama and Deputy
Commissioner Pulwama,
Baseer Ul Haq Choudhary
and others.

Later justice distributed
cheques among the 
beneficiaries.

Justice Magrey inaugurates
National Lok Adalats

Executive Chairman JKLSA, Justice Ali Mohammad
Magrey inaugurating National Lok Adalat. 


