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It was on 09-02-2021 that once again
that  three-judge bench SC headed by
Chief Justice of India (CJI) Sharad

Arvind Bobde  comprising Justices AS
Bopanna and V Ramasubramanian issued
a notice to the Centre after hearing a peti-
tion led by lawyer (a BJP associate),
Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay, seeking the
apex court`s order to define   the term
minority and issue necessary guidelines
for its identification of minority   and  also
challenging validity of section 2(C) of the
National Commission for Minorities Act,
1992, which gives unbridled power to the
Centre to declare any community minority
arbitrarily. So the petitions in one form or
other are being filed on the issue of minori-
ties, determination of minorities  and par-
ticularly the preferences being given to
communities declared minority at all India
level but who are in majority at State level
in terms of the state quota allocated as
national minority. Courts have so far
opined that it is for the Centre/ State gov-
ernments to nominate minorities. 

Like reservations the subject of identifi-
cation of minorities on all India level and
on state level has become an issue of dis-
cussions in public forms and for filing
PILs in courts also. It has been so more
after enactment of the National Minorities
Commission Act 1992 , Act No.  XIX of
1992 (an Act to constitute a National
Commission for Minorities) and notifica-
tion of  5 religious minorities on national
level  in Muslims ,  Christians, Sikhs,
Buddhist and Zoroastrians ( Parsis) vide
Ministry of Welfare Notification No.816 (

E) dated 23-10-1993 (Jain community
was notified as minority community by
Ministry of Minority Affairs Notification
No. S.O. 267(E) dated January 27,
2014). o be brief the national level minori-
ties have been declared on the basis of a
religious community being less than 50 %
at the national level. The special support
in the form of scholarships, reservations in
jobs / skill development and share in wel-
fare schemes of GOI are presently being
availed by members of national level
minority community members even in
states where the population of national
level minorities is more than 50 % at state
level like Muslims in J&K & Lakshadweep,
Sikhs in Punjab, Christians in Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland. The question 2 has
been that should not some % be fixed
below which a community could face the
fear of discrimination or domination by
larger group/ groups ( Christian popula-
tion  in Manipur at 41.3% and Arunachal
Pradesh at 35%, Goa at 25%, Kerala at
18.28%: Muslim populations  Ladakh
44%, ), Assam (34.20 per cent), Bengal
(27.5 per cent), Kerala (26.60 per cent),
Uttar Pradesh 19.30%, UP 20%,Bihar
18 % )This question has also attracted the
attention of Judges. Question 3 is that
should not the States also declare religious
minorities at State level and what about
states where no religious community is
more than 50% (As per the census 2011
Ladakh population  Muslims  46%,
Budhist40% population and Hindu 12% )

It was in March 2007, a Division Bench
of Allahabad HC ( Justice S R Alam and

Justice Krishna
Murari) had stayed
proceedings on a writ
petition ( Bahuri
Alpasankhyak Balika
Inter College of Kushinagar ) before
Justice Srivastava after he had  asked the
State of UP and the Central governments
as to (i) who should be recognised as the
minority community ,(ii) what should be
the criteria for such recognition (iii)
whether such communities would be recog-
nised at national, provincial and regional
levels and (iv) whether a community hav-
ing more than five per cent of the total pop-
ulation of the country could be recognised
as a minority. Arguing  against single
bench order  UP  Advocate General, S M A
Kazmi had stated that questions framed
by the single Judge were not cognisable
with the  writ petition under reference.

In another petition ( Anjuman
MadarsaNoorum Islam, Dera Kalan of
Ghazipurin reference to grant in aid from
Government ) before Justice Srivastava of
Allahabad High Court it was pronounced
on  06-04-2007   that court has considered
various demographic criteria relating to
Muslims in the census reports of 1951 and
2001 where  Muslims accounted for
roughly 20 per cent of the 16.6 crore pop-
ulation of Uttar Pradesh. A notice was
issued to Centre and the UP government
to take appropriate steps to modify
October 23, 1993 notification issued by
the Central government on grant of
minority status saying that< " "The court
finds that Muslims have ceased to be a

religious minority community
in the state of Uttar Pradesh
on consideration of the materi-
al on record which include var-
ious census reports including

those of 1951 and 2001.The UP govern-
ment should treat any member of Muslim
community equal to other non-minority
religious communities without discrimi-
nating in any respect in accordance with
law being an integral part of citizenry of
India">. But it was on 25 July 2009 that
a Division Bench of  Justices SR Alam
and Sudhir Agrawal allowing the special
appeal filed by UP State Government ,
observed that it was not open for the sin-
gle judge to direct the Centre to modify the
1993 notification declaring 5 minorities on
national basis .Court observed that the
status of Muslims as a religious minority
ought not to have been examined by the
Judge in the way it was done.

The bench over riding the  April 2007
judgment delivered by a single  Bench of
Justice SN Srivastava said that  (i)
Muslims in Uttar Pradesh were not a reli-
gious minority  by a notification dated
October 23, 1993 issued under Section
2(c) of the National Commission for
Minorities Act 2002  and (ii)  nobody can
challenge either the validity of the National
Minorities Commission Act, 1992 or the
said notification adding further that (iii)
<"The Minority Commission has been set
up with a statutory status, it could also aid
and advise the government regarding the
identification of any community as minori-
ty. Though the ultimate power in this

regard shall vest with the Central govern-
ment under Section 2(c) of the Act, it is
always open for the commission to consid-
er this aspect>.

It was on 17-12-2019 that  a  Supreme
Court of India  bench comprising of Chief
Justice S A Bobde  and justices B R Gavai
& Surya Kant dismissed a PIL ( The PIL
was filed by BJP leader and lawyer
Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay (i) challenging
the validity of the 1993 notification declar-
ing five communities -- Muslims,
Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists and Parsis --
as minorities  and (ii) seeking  laying of
guidelines to accord minority status based
on state-wise population of a community)
observing that (i) Religion must be consid-
ered pan-India and isn't decided on geog-
raphy, (ii) adding further that  whereas
states were formed on linguistic lines so
states could not be considered as units in
deciding on the question, The bench said,
"Where is the problem? We cannot declare
anyone as minority. It is always done by
the Govt."  Attorney general K K
Venugopal did say that Hindu population
was in minority in seven states & Union
Territories. As per the Census, Hindus
were in minority in Punjab (Sikh majori-
ty), Arunachal-?,Meghalaya/Mizoram/
Nagaland (Christian majority), J&K/
Lakshadweep (Muslim majority).

Another PIL was filed by BJP Delhi
Leader Ashwani Upadhyay  seeking bene-
fits in education and government jobs on
the basis of  'minority' status to Hindus in
eight states ( Lakshadweep (2.5 per cent),
Mizoram (2.75 per cent), Nagaland (8.75

per cent), Meghalaya (11.53 per cent),
J&K (28.44 per cent), Arunachal P (29
per cent), Manipur (31.39 per cent) &
Punjab (38.40 per cent) but same was
reject  by Supreme Court  on 20-02-2020
, however  apex court directed petitioners
to approach individual High Courts of the
states where Hindus are in minority/
approach an appropriate forum.

It was also on 29-08-2020 that The
Supreme Court  had issued notice to the
Union Ministries of law and Minority wel-
fare on a petition   filed by Ashwani
Upadhayaseeking the declaration of
Hindus as minorities in nine states to
enable them to run and manage their own
educational institutions where petitioner
had also challenged the validity of Section
2(f) of the National Commission for
Minority Educational Institutions Act,
2004, "for not only giving unbridled power
to the Centre but also allegedly  being
manifestly arbitrary, irrational" and
offending Articles 14 (equality), 15 (non-
discrimination), 21 (life and liberty), 29
and 30 of the Constitution of India" with
regard to Hindus in the nine states where
they are said to be in minority.

Present NDA government has surely
laid resolving hands successfully on some
outstanding issues ,why is present govern-
ment not settling the controversies regard-
ing fixing norms for naming minorities at
all India level and at State/ Ut levels is not
understood ?.

(Daya  Sagar  is  a  Sr    Journalist  &  
analyst  of  J&K  Affairs.

dayasagr45@yahoo.com).

What problem Centre has in declaring Hindu a State-Minority
for States not having Minority Commission?
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NEW DELHI: Union
Minister of State
(Independent Charge)
Science & Technology;
Minister of State
(Independent Charge) Earth
Sciences; MoS PMO,
Personnel, Public
Grievances, Pensions,
Atomic Energy and Space,
Dr Jitendra Singh on
Monday said that future
economy is going to be heavi-
ly dependent on technology. 

Addressing a meeting of the
representatives of prominent
Industry Houses of India
who are CSIR Society mem-
bers, he said, Public-Private
model is no more an option
but a necessity today. 

Therefore, CSIR and
Industry must collaborate on
an equal footing for the best
and cost-effective outcomes,
he said.

The meeting was attended
by Prof. K Vijay Raghavan,
Principal Scientific Adviser,
Government of India, Dr.
Shekhar C Mande, Secretary,
DSIR and Director General,
CSIR, Dr Nalin Singhal,
CMD, BHEL, Dr Manoj
Jain, CMD, GAIL, Gurdeep
Singh, CMD, NTPC, Baba

Kalyani, CMD, Bharat Forge
Ltd, Nivruti Rai, Country
Head, Intel India Limited
and other senior officials
from CSIR from across the
country.

Dr suggested that CSIR
must explore to incentivize
and support 75 best Start-
Ups, particularly in areas of
Green Hydrogen, Coal to
Methanol technology, Smart
Mobility, Telemedicine,
Digital Health and Artificial
Intelligence (AI) to coincide
with the 'Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav' being celebrated
from 15th August this year.

Commenting on the
progress made by India in
the last 7 years, Dr Jitendra
said that the present dispen-

sation has removed scientific
taboos and opened up the
field to private players and
start-ups. 

He said that in the past,
science and technology could
not flourish because of lack
of resources but it is happen-
ing now and India is emerg-
ing as a leading global player
since privatization has been
made possible by Prime
Minister Modi.

The Minister said, the era
of working in silos is over and
asked the CSIR to work on
theme based projects in col-
laboration with Industries
for visible impact on the
ground. He asked CSIR to
suitably identify the stake-
holders in its Mission Areas

like Green Hydrogen, Carbon
capture, Coal Gasification,
Fly Ash technology, High
Altitude Platforms for
telecommunications, surveil-
lance, remote Sensing and
disaster recovery, and sectors
like Drone Technology and
Agri and Pharmaceutical
Chemicals. 

He also asked to explore the
emerging areas like Additive
Manufacturing, Chemicals
for Fab and High
Temperature Steams for
Electrolysis.

Dr Jitendra said, the world
has seen how Prime Minister
Modi has championed the
cause of Green Technology to
fight the challenges of
Climate Crisis. 

He said, even in his
Independence Day address,
Modi underlined that Science
and Technology will play a
lead role in next 25 years,
when India turns 100. He
said, the ultimate aim of all
technological innovations is
to bring "Ease of Living" for
common man. 

Referring to Corona
Pandemic, Dr Jitendra said
COVID-19 taught us to come
out with best indigenous tech-
nological applications within a
short span of time be it man-
ufacturing ventilators by
CSIR, vaccine production by
DBT, Liquid Oxygen by
ISRO or Reusable PPE Kits
by Department of Atomic
Energy. He said, even the
roadmap for the next 25 years
will be determined by scientif-
ic and technological innova-
tions in all walks of life.

Dr Jitendra assured the
Industry representatives of
positive response on their
suggestions like Audit of
CSIR Labs to weed out out-
dated research, flow of
Investment for R&D set up
and Hand-holding by the
Government in cutting edge
research through Multi-
Institutional Collaborations.

Future economy heavily dependent
on technology: Dr Jitendra

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh convening a meeting with representatives of prominent
Industrial Houses of India, at New Delhi on Monday. 
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JAMMU: The 66th meeting
of Governing Body (GB) of
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Narayana Superspeciality
Hospital Kakryal
(SMVDNSH) was held here
on Monday at Kalika Dham,
Jammu.  

In the meeting, several
important decisions concern-
ing growth of the hospital
and enhancing its operational
capabilities/standards for a
better patient-care were
taken. 

Besides, the strategies for
meeting the expected future
challenges were also devised. 

In particular, the prepared-
ness of the Hospital to meet
future challenges associated
with 3rd wave of COVID (if it
happens) such as adequacy of

oxygen infrastructure, avail-
ability of adequate number of
adult and paediatric ventila-
tors etc was critically
reviewed. 

The Governing Body also
reviewed the various deci-
sions taken earlier at the
50th Meeting of the Finance
& Audit Committee of the
Hospital.

While expressing satisfac-
tion over the very important
role being discharged by the
Hospital in the health care of
the entire region, the
Governing body asked the
Hospital management to
gradually increase its out-
reach / penetration of services
in various districts of the UT
by organizing strategically
planned outreach camps. 

The GB felt that such a

move would take the various
health care services to the
patient's door-steps. 

Dr Ashok Bhan, Member
Shrine Board and GB
Chairman, chaired the meet-
ing; Ramesh Kumar, Chief
Executive Officer, Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board;
Viren Shetty, Group Chief
Operating Officer, NH; and
Cdr. Navneet Bali, Director,
Northern Region, NH; who
all are members of the GB,
participated in the delibera-
tions. Hemkant Prasher,
Chief Accounts Officer,
SMVDSB; Dr Gopal K
Sharma, Chief
Administrative Officer,
SMVDNSH and M Muthu
Mathavan, Facility Director
of the hospital, also took part
in the deliberations.
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JAMMU: Lajwanti
Bhagatnath Radiations of
Hope (LBNROH), a Cancer
Care Foundation Trust
Jammu and Kashmir
involved in cancer aware-
ness, research, continuing
medical education and out-

reach activities, has been
felicitated with Indian Glory
Award  2021.

The Foundation has been
selected for this award
amongst the nominations by
the jury for bringing innova-
tion in field of cancer aware-
ness and was awarded the

same in Virtual Conference
IGA 2021 organised by
Kiteskraft. 

LBNROH has to its cred-
it organization of World's
first and only live 24 hour
at a stretch Cancer
Awareness Workshop in
2018 which connected the

Globe in one Go. 
The trust is involved in

Cancer Awareness among
masses, Capacity building
among professionals, Cancer
Survivorship programmes
and faith healing work-
shops. 

Pertinent to mention that

Conferences organised by
the Trust have witnessed top
oncologists of world deliver-
ing their lectures.

Apart from running its
own Journal on Integrated
Cancer Science, the trust
also runs Crab Drishti
youtube channel for cancer
awareness. LBNROH is
also involved in  organising
cancer screening and treat-
ment camps and bringing
opinions of leading cancer
specialists of India to
doorsteps of patients by way
of Ek Aur Paramarsh.

Founder Trustee Dr
Deepak Abrol thanked the
organisers and said that this
award will motivate the vol-
unteers to work with mis-
sionary zeal.

66th GB Meeting of Narayana
Super-speciality Hospital held

Member SMVD Shrine Board and GB Chairman, Dr Ashok Bhan chairing a meeting.

(Seen in picture from left) Dr Ashok Vaid Chairman Medical Oncology Medanta, Dr G K Rath Head National Cancer
Institute Jhajjar , Dr Deepak Abrol Incharge Radiation Oncology GMC Kathua, Dr Rakesh Kapoor Director Tata Hospital

Sangroor and Dr Sham Shrivastava, Former Head TMH Mumbai.

LBNROH Foundation honoured with Indian Glory Award 2021

File Photo
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JAMMU: Union Minister of
Railways, Communications
and Electronics & Information
Technology of India, Ashwini
Vaishnaw along with Member
of Parliament Jugal Kishore
on Monday paid obeisance at
historical Shri Raghunathji
Temple situated in the heart of
Jammu City.

There is a strong emotional
chord attached between the
people of Temple City and this
heritage site and it is a 'Must
Visit Place' for all the tourists
and devotees visiting Jammu
City. 

Taking this fact into
account, the visit of Union
Railway Minister to the his-

toric Shri Raghunathji Temple
has got a special relevance and
has send a positive vibe among
the people of the country.

On the occasion, Ranvijay
Singh, Trustee J&K
Dharmarth Trust along with

President Ajay Gandotra,
Senior Advocate and
Secretary Dr Gopal P Sharma
gave a warm welcome to the
Union Minister. Secretary IT,
J&K Government, Amit
Sharma and former Minister

Priya Sethi accompanied the
Union Minister.

The Union Railway Minister
performed Special Pooja at
the historical Raghunath
Temple where the Head Priest
Raghunath Temple briefed
him about the history of his-
torical Raghunath Temple,
which was established by
Maharaja Gulab Singh.
Ashwini Vaishnaw also per-
formed Pooja at Natraj
Temple situated in the premis-
es of Shri Raghunath Temple.

Ranvijay Singh briefed the
Union Railway Minister that
Raghunath Mandir is one of
the largest temple complexes
of the Northern part of India.
The temple is dedicated to

Lord Rama, who is believed to
be an incarnation of Lord
Vishnu. In 1835, the construc-
tion of this temple was started
by the founder of Jammu &
Kashmir, Maharaja Gulab
Singh. After the death of
Gulab Singh, it was completed
by his son, Maharaja Ranbir
Singh in 1860, he added.

Later, while talking to media
persons, the Union Railway
Minister appreciated the
arrangements and efforts of
Dharmarth Trust for main-
taining cleanliness and
hygiene in the temple premis-
es. He said that the
Raghunath Temple is unique
and has never seen such a
temple across the country.

Union Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw pays obeisance at Raghunath Temple

Union Railways Minister, Ashwini Vaishnaw paying 
obeisance at Raghunath Temple.
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JAMMU: Chief Engineer
(Distribution), JPDCL
Jammu has informed that
the power supply to
Kullian and its adjoining
areas shall remain affect-
ed on September 14 from
8:00 AM to 2:00 PM.

Similarly, the power
supply to Batera, GREF,
Sua No. 1, Gharkhal and
adjoining areas shall
remain affected on
September 14 from 9:00
AM to 2:00 PM.

Likewise, the power sup-
ply to Partap Morh,
Chathi, Galwada,
Gajansoo, Ratanpur,
Saharan, Lohri Chak,

Suhagani and adjoining
areas shall remain affect-
ed on September 14 from
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM.

Similarly, the power
supply to Pargwal,
ChanniTanna, Rajpura,
Bhalwal Bharat,
D h a l w a l M i u l u ,
Hamipurkona, BSF,
Batera, Dabbin, Chorpur,
Manyal, Dharmkhu,
TirthTalab, GREF,
Gumpal, Sua No. 1,
Garkhal and adjoining
areas shall remain affect-
ed on September 14 from
8:00 AM to 2:00 PM.

Likewise, the power sup-
ply to Billawar, Mandi,
Phinter, Parnalla and

adjoining areas of
Baggan shall remain
affected on September 14
from 8:00 AM to 2:00
PM.

Similarly, the power
supply to DingaAmb,
Katli and adjoining areas
shall remain affected on
September 14 from 7:00
AM to 2:00 PM.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Superintending Engineer
(Distribution) JPDCL,
O&M Circle Kathua has
informed that the power
supply Near Doordarshan
and adjoining area shall
remain affected on
September 14 from 7:00
AM to 12:00 Noon.

Power shutdown


