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STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: World famous
golfer and Olympian,
Udayan Mane is all set to
participate in the upcoming
J&K Open, 2021 golf tour-
nament organised by
Professional Golf Tour of
India (PGTI) here at Royal
Springs Golf Course
(RSGC) from tomorrow.
The event is being spon-
sored by Tourism
Department.

The tournament is going to
feature some of the popular
players including Jyoti
Randhawa and PGTI Order
of Merit leader Karandeep
Kochhar in addition to inter-
national players from
Bangladesh.

These announcements were
made on Tuesday in a press
conference attended by
Secretary Tourism, Sarmad
Hafeez; Director Tourism,
Kashmir, GN Itoo; Director,

SKICC and Secretary
RSGC, Bakshi Humayun
Javid and representatives of
PGTI and other national
golfers. The Tourism
Secretary  invited all the
national players to come and
play the game in each of this
golf course and experience
the difference.

Sarmad also hoped that the
locals would also be groomed
to make a mark internation-
ally in golfing. He maintained
that we are aspiring to pro-
duce golfers fit to represent
the country in international

games. He said that this
tournament would also offer
an opportunity to the golfers
here to hone their skills in the
game.

He invited the players to
come here to 'see the world'.
He said that be it water
sports, winter games, or
other hiking expeditions,
J&K has everything to offer.

The Tournament Director,
PGTI, Sampath Chari said
that the tournament has
another striking factor that
players' performance would
reckon for official world rank-

ing points. He maintained
that the golf courses here are
mesmerizing with improved
greens, tees etc than what
was seen earlier.

He revealed that J&K
Open, 2021 is PGTI's 3rd
tournament of the season
organised after 5 months of
covid break. He said that the
tournament attracted 125
golfers which includes both
international, national and
local players.

The tournament is being
played from 15th to 18th of
this month.

STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: General
Manager, Northern Railway,
Ashutosh Gangal, on
Tuesday held a safety review
meeting with the departmen-
tal heads of Northern
Railway and DRMs through
video from Baroda House,
NR headquarter office in
New Delhi. 

Amongst many issues delib-
erations were on Safety on
tracks, enhancement of
speed, freight, punctuality,
train operations. 

He instructed that, works
of passenger amenities like
provision of escalators, lifts,
washable aprons, improve-
ment in station building, cir-
culating areas etc. should be
given priority and must be
completed in a stipulated
time frame.

Safety is the prime focus
over Railways, the GM said
and emphasized on improving
the maintenance standards of

tracks, level crossings and
construction of boundary wall
along the track in high speed
sections. 

He also advised to make
efforts to clear encroachment
near the railway tracks to
ensure safety. 

On improving the infra-
structure, the GM said that,
greater focus should be on the
Level crossings. 

Moreover, he said, the road
users should be sensitized not
to cross the lines when the LC
gates are closed.

Ashutosh Gangal said that
rains have been very heavy in
many spots across Northern
Railway and sometimes this
is posing great difficulty in
train operations over stretch-
es where water has collected
over the tracks. 

Northern Railway continu-
ously monitored the water
logging and made all efforts
in clearing the tracks by
pressing in additional pumps
for water evacuation and
clearing the green vegetation
pop up around tracks after

rains. Moreover the local rain
fed rivers and drains are in
spate which is causing flood-
ing in the embankments of
the rail lines compounding
the problem of train move-
ment.

In an another ceremony
held at Baroda House, New
Delhi, General Manager
Northern Railway also felici-
tated Tokyo Olympians of
Northern Railway. 

GM congratulated the play-
ers and coaches for their stu-
pendous performance.
Players and Coaches felicitat-
ed were Bajrang Punia
(Bronze Medal), Ravi Kumar
Dahiya (Silver Medal), Anil
Maan and Rajeev Tomar,
Men's Wrestling Coaches, and
Kuldeep Malik, Women's
Wrestling Coach.

Addl. General Manager, NR
all PHODs, Secretary to GM,
President NRSA and
Secretary NRSA were pres-
ent on the occasion.
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JAMMU: A Fast-Track
Court on Tuesday sentenced
a man to ten years of rigor-
ous imprisonment for raping
a minor girl in 2018. The
convict, Rakesh Kumar, resi-
dent of Kaleri, Bhalwal
Jammu, has also been sen-
tenced for seven years for
commission of offence under
section 363 of RPC and
imposed a fine of Rs 25,000
(Rupees Twenty-five thou-
sand) and rigorous imprison-
ment for ten years for com-
mission of offence under sec-
tion 376 (1) of RPC with fine
of Rs 25,000 (Rupees
Twenty five thousand).
However, both sentences
shall run concurrently and in
case of failure to pay the fine,
the convict has been ordered
to undergo further imprison-
ment for a period of three
months in each offence,
Presiding Officer of Fast
Track Court, Khalil
Choudhary ordered.

As per the prosecution, the
victim girl (name withheld)
was sleeping in her home but
was found missing in a morn-

ing in April 2018. A hunt
was launched by family mem-
bers to trace her but all in
vain. During the search, it
came to fore that the girl was
kidnapped by one Rakesh
Kumar, who happened to be
her neighbour and Kumar
was also missing from his
house, the prosecution
added. Based on the com-
plaint lodged by girl's father,
police registered a case (FIR
35/2018) under Section 363
of RPC (kidnapping) and
after hectic efforts recovered
the missing girl from
Ratlam, Madhya Pradesh on
April 6, 2018. Subsequently,
after medical examination of
victim, Section 376 (rape)
was added to the case and
after completion of investiga-
tion, a charge-sheet under
sections 363 & 376 of RPC
was presented in the Court of
Sub Registrar JMIC Jammu
on May 31, 2018 against
accused where from the
charge-sheet was committed
to the court of Principle
Sessions Judge, Jammu.

Ultimately the case was
transferred to the court of

3rd Additional Sessions
Judge Jammu on June 6,
2018 and on May 6, 2021 it
case was allocated to 'Fast
Track Court' for immediate
trial of rape cases.

After hearing both the side,
the court observed that all
the evidence on record
'unerringly point towards
guilt of accused.' "There is a
complete chain of events to
indicate that within all
human probability, the crime
was committed by accused
and all the circumstances
brought on record and estab-
lished are consistent with
guilt of the accused and
inconsistent with his inno-
cence," the court observed,
adding, "Accused appears to
be squarely liable for the
commission of rape and kid-
napping of minor girl."

Subsequently, the court
convicted and sentenced
him for the offences under
sections 363, 376 (1) of
RPC and directed
Superintendent Central
Jail Kot Bhalwal to receive
the convict into custody for
execution of the sentence. 

Court awards 10-year imprisonment
to accused for raping minor 

Olympian, professionals to participate in
upcoming PGTI golf tournament

GM/NR holds safety review meeting,
felicitates Tokyo Olympians

Secretary Tourism, Sarmad Hafeez addressing a press conference at Srinagar. GM Northern Railway, Ashutosh Gangal felicitating 
Tokyo Olympians. 
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JAMMU: NSS unit of GGM Science College
on Tuesday celebrated Hindi Diwas mark-
ing the declaration of Hindi language as
one of the official languages of Union
Government of India. The programme was
held under the patronage of Principal Dr.
Ravender Tickoo and guidance of NSS PO
Dr. Deepali Mahajan. On this day in 1949,
Hindi was adapted as one of the official
languages in India. The day commemorates
the event when Hindi was adopted as one of
the official languages of India. 

NSS volunteers recited poems on Hindi
Diwas celebrating the mother language
'Sondhi Sondhi Methi Si Bhasha Garav
Se Kahe Hindi Haimeri Bhasha'.  

NSS unit of GGM Science
College celebrates Hindi Diwas
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JAMMU:  In a petition filed
by Satinder Singh and
Joginder Singh challenging
the order of Revenue
Secretary whereby Revenue
Secretary ordered that
tenure of existing Gurdwara
Prabandhak Committees
has been extended by three
months in view of COVID-
19 pandemic, Justice
Sindhu Sharma after hear-
ing petitioner in person,
directed Deputy

Commissioner to Jammu to
file status report failing
which he would have to
appear in person to assist
the matter.

The significant order was
passed by Justice Sindhu
Sharma after hearing peti-
tioners who submitted that
earlier also, the court direct-
ed Deputy Commissioner to
file a status report regard-
ing construction activity
being undertaken, if any, in
Gurdwara Singh Sabha,

Nanak Nagar, Jammu and
Gurdwara Chati Patshahi at
Talab Tillo, near Guest
House, Jammu, but same
has not filed till date. 

The DC shall also indi-
cate in the status report
whether prior approval for
the construction, if any,
has been obtained or not
along with detailed reports
regarding offerings and
financial transactions,
which should be filed by
next date positively.

Extending tenure of Gurdwara Prabandhak Committees

DC Jammu directed to file status
report positively by next date
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JAMMU: Politics for the
party activists is a mean to
serve the people and its
cadre is always seen in the
public, undertaking different
activities with the sole objec-
tive of reaching the last man
in the row, said Rekha
Mahajan, Secretary BJP
Jammu & Kashmir and
Prabhari of the district
while  addressing meeting of
Akhnoor District.

Meeting was convened by
Akhnoor District President
Jagdish Bhagat to finalise
preparations for the forth-
coming 'Seva aur Samarpan
Campaign' programmes
spread over twenty days
from September 17 to
October 7. 

Meeting was also
addressed by Ex-MLA
Rajeev Sharma, Krishan Lal
Bhagat, former VC Daljit
Singh Chib, National

Executive Member Kissan
Morcha Manmohan Singh
and Incharge Membership
drive Jugal Dogra.

It was attended by  District
team,  Mandal Presidents,
Morcha District Presidents,
General Secretaries,
Convenor and Co-
Convenors of Cells.

Rekha Mahajan, in her
address, further said that
Narendra Modi is complet-
ing twenty years in active
politics, first as Chief
Minister and then as Prime
Minister. 

The party has decided to
organise series of pro-
grammes like holding exhibi-
tions, setting up of health
check up camps at district
level, distribution of fruits in
slums, orphanages, hospitals
and old aged homes, blood
donation camps, plantation
drives, provide artificial
limbs and other equipment's

to differently-abled persons,
mobilising over five crore
post cards during twenty
days wishing PM on his
birthday  and thanking him
for his welfare initiatives for
the poor, distribution of free
ration bags at every booth
under Pradhan Mantri
Gareeb Kalyan Anna
Yojana, drive to remove plas-
tic, visit of vaccination cen-
tres by elected representa-
tives and office bearers while
adhering to the COVID 19

guidelines.  She expressed
hope that the involvement of
party activists would help
successful conduct of each of
the mentioned programme. 

Jagdish Bhagat said that
the district and mandal
teams would work whole
heartedly to ensure that the
most deserving people are
covered under programmes
related to distribution of
ration items and those over
18 years get vaccinated. 

Ex MLAs Rajiv Sharma

and Krishan Lal Bhagat
said that during the twenty
days campaign, the party
activists will also get oppor-
tunity to be more closer to
the people in rural popula-
tion of Akhnoor district and
educate them about pro-peo-
ple policies and programmes
of BJP government under
PM Narendra Modi.

Former VC, Daljit Singh
Chib, spoke on BJP's con-
cern for the development of
rural areas and welfare of
the weaker sections. 

Kissan Morcha, National
Executive Member,
Manmohan Singh, stressed
on the need to make farmers
aware about various initia-
tives  taken by Narendra
Modi government for their
economic upliftment.

Proceedings of the pro-
gramme was conducted by
Mandal President Balinder
Singh.
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JAMMU: Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh High Court holds that selec-
tion is not envisaged to be made on
basis of distance of the Centre from
the residence of candidate but is
envisaged to be made at village-level
and all candidates residing in the vil-
lage irrespective of distance of their
residential houses from the Sub-
Centre are eligible and can be placed
on par for seeking consideration. The
significant judgment passed by
Justice Sanjeev Kumar in a petition
filed by Tahira Mehmood challenging
selection of private respondent as
ANM in National Health Mission
J&K.

In the petition, the petitioner sub-
mitted that respondent No.4 vide
advertisement Notice
No.NHM/Kup/HR/ 1500-1503 dated
September 18, 2015, invited applica-
tions from eligible candidates for con-
tractual hiring of services under
National Health Mission J&K, for
various posts including 48 posts of
ANMs. Apart from indicating requi-
site qualification and selection crite-
ria for the post, the cadre of post was
also specified as 'village-level'. The
advertisement notification further
provided that a candidate applying
for the post must be a resident of
Jammu and Kashmir and exclusively
hailing from District Kupwara. The
petitioner and respondent No.5,
being eligible, also participated in the
selection process. The petitioner was
shortlisted for interview and her
name figured among shortlisted can-
didates under Roll No. 2277. The

name of respondent No. 5, however,
did not figure in the list of candidates
shortlisted for viva voce and petition-
er alleged that respondent No.5 was
not shortlisted because of her merit
lower to cut-off point. At the conclu-
sion of interview, a provisional selec-
tion list of the candidates was issued
in which the name of the petitioner
figured amongst the selected candi-
dates but respondent No.5 was not
figuring in the list as well. However,
when the final selection list was
issued on May 9, 2018, instead of
petitioner, respondent No.5 was
shown selected at serial No 9. On
enquiry, the petitioner was told
although she had obtained higher
merit than respondent No.5 yet she
was dropped and, in her place,
respondent No.5 was selected on the
grounds that she got married to one
Javaid Ahmad hailing from same
Medical Block, Trehgam, on 30th
October, 2016 and, therefore, forfeit-
ed her right to be engaged in her
parental village. The petitioner has
also set up a case of her husband
namely Javaid Ahmad staying in her
parental village Chack Hayan as
'Khana Damad'. The grievance of the
petitioner, in short, is that on date of
submission of application as also on
cut-off date mentioned in the notifi-
cation, she was unmarried and her
subsequent marriage cannot take
away her right of engagement in the
village she belonged to, at the time of
application.

In response to the writ petition, the
official respondents have filed their
reply. The Court observed that aver-

ments of the petitioner that she was
found eligible, shortlisted for viva
voce and placed in the provisional
selection list were not refuted. It is
submitted that provisional selection
of the petitioner was cancelled on
basis of objections filed by respon-
dent No.5 alleging therein that the
petitioner had got married to a per-
son in village Batergam and, accord-
ingly, the respondent No.5, next in
the order of merit, was selected on
basis of being resident of village,
where the Sub Centre was sanctioned
and located. It is further submitted
by the official respondents that after
receiving objections to the provisional
selection of the petitioner from
respondent No.5, a Committee was
constituted under the order of
respondent No.2 to examine and
enquire into the objections. The
Committee, after examining the
objections, found that the petitioner
had been married in village Gulgam
and was no more resident of Village
Hayan, the place where the Sub
Centre was located, and it is on the
basis of the recommendations of the
Committee, the provisional selection
of the petitioner was cancelled. 

Justice Sanjeev Kumar, after hear-
ing both sides, observed that the
engagements of the nature we are
dealing with are contractual in
nature and any contract in restraint
of marriage is void and cannot be
acted upon or enforced. "Having held
thus, Court would like to emphasize
that such candidate who gets engage-
ment on the ground of being a resi-
dent of the village concerned, if sub-

sequently gets married to a person
outside the village, must give an
undertaking to his/her employer that
he/she would be available 24x7 for
performance of duties and that
his/her marriage outside the village
would not come in his/her way in due
discharge of duties," he added.

Justice Sanjeev Kumar further
observed that the contention of coun-
sel for the respondent No.5 that her
house is nearer to Sub Centre as com-
pared to the house of the petitioner is
also devoid of merit. The selection is
not envisaged to be made on basis of
distance of the Centre from the resi-
dence of the candidate but is envis-
aged to be made at village level. All
candidates residing in Village Chack
Hayan irrespective of distance of
their residential houses from the Sub
Centre are eligible and placed on par
for seeking consideration. With these
observations, Court allowed the peti-
tion and ordered to quash engage-
ment of respondents No 5 besides
holding petitioner entitled to engage-
ment as ANM/FMPHW in Sub
Centre, Chack Hayan, with effect
from the date respondent No.5 was
so engaged with all consequential
benefits minus monetary benefits.
"The engagement of petitioner shall,
however, be subject to the submission
of undertaking as aforesaid with a
further stipulation that in case of
breach of undertaking, the petition-
er may lose her contractual engage-
ment," he observed, directing
respondent No.4 to issue appropri-
ate orders in this regard within a
period of four weeks.

Appointment as ANM in NHM

Selection not envisaged to be made on basis of distance
but should be made only at 'village-level': HC

Rekha chairs preparatory meeting for 
‘Seva aur Samarpan campaign’ programmes

Secretary BJP J&K, Rekha Mahajan speaking 
at a meeting.

Divisional selection Chess event concludes 
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Organised by the Jammu District Chess Association
under the aegis of All J&K Chess Association (AJKCA), the
Jammu Division (selection) Chess Tournament concluded, here
on Tuesday. The event held as per FIDE laws of chess under
Swiss system supervised by Atul Kumar Gupta, President and
Baldev Raj, vice President, AJKCA.  Manager, J&K Sports
Council (JKSC), Satish Gupta acted as observer. 

Now, the selected players out of this competition shall repre-
sent Jammu Division in the upcoming J&K UT Championship
slated to be held at Srinagar next month. 

Ruturaj Dhotre was overall champion in Open category and
other two age groups. Earlier, on the concluding day of the event,
Ayush Gupta bagged under-19 gold while silver went to Superb
Jain and Aryan Raj Bali secured bronze. Similarly, in under-19
girls category, Amrita won gold, followed by Mansha Mahajan
and Avni Gupta at second and third place respectively. 

In senior women event, Avni Gupta bagged gold while Amrita
secured silver and Mansha Mahajan finished third to contain
with a bronze. Colonel Rushikesh Dhotre, father of a young par-
ticipant, was Chief Guest.
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