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JAMMU: Like other parts of
the J&K UT, Bharatiya
Janata Yova Morcha
(BJYM) Jammu Rural on
Tuesday organized a 'Nav
Bharat Mela-cum-
Exhibition'  to mark celebra-
tion of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's birthday at
village Dhaterayal in Marh
constituency under the pres-
identship of President
BJYM Jammu rural Deepak
Panday.

Former Minister and
Chairman Panchyati Raj
Cell BJP JK UT,  Ch
Sukhnandan Kumar and
State President Kissan
Morcha Omi Khajuria inau-
gurated the exhibition where
various achievements and
stalls of Central Government
were displayed.

Sukhnandan said that
world's most popular and
strong leader Narendra
Modi has taken the nation to
new heights of development,
giving people's welfare top

priority.
He said Modi has trans-

formed political culture and
working in India while serv-
ing as a 'Pradhan Sewak'.

Omi Khajuria asked people
to take maximum benefits of
centrally sponsored schemes
launched by Modi led Govt at
the Centre from time to
time.

DDC Mandal Geetu
Aulakh, DDC Marh Balbir
Lal, BDC Chairman Marh
Surinder Kumar, Chairman
Municipal Committee Ghou
Manhasan Jatinder Singh,

Vice Chairman Krishan Lal,
State Vice President BJYM
& Prabhari Jammu Rural
Rinku Choudhary, Nav
Bharat Mela & Exhibition
State Incharge BJYM
Darshan Kumar, Sarpanch
Parahotam Lal, Sarpanch
Balbir Singh, Sarpanch
Narinder Singh, ex-
Sarpanch Satpal Choudhary,
Vice President BJYM
Jammu Rural Pardeep
Chouhan and a large num-
ber of political activist were
present on the occasion.
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NEW DELHI: Union
Minister of State (Independent
Charge) Science & Technology;
Minister of State (Independent
Charge) Earth Sciences; MoS
PMO, Personnel, Public
Grievances, Pensions, Atomic
Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra
Singh on Tuesday met Union
Minister of Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry and Dairying,
Parshottam Rupala and pro-
posed Integrated Aroma Dairy
Entrepreneurship for Jammu
& Kashmir to augment the
income of farmers.

Dr Jitendra Singh informed
Rupala that Jammu &
Kashmir has abundant stock of
Animal Husbandry and Dairy
resources, and suggested that
the same can be effectively inte-
grated with Aroma Mission
which has already been
launched in J&K by CSIR
under the aegis of Union
Ministry of Science &
Technology. This will pave the
way for integrated Aroma
Dairy entrepreneurship, ensur-
ing sustainable growth,
increased income and fresh
avenues of livelihood , he said. 

Dr Jitendra said that the

Aroma Mission , also popularly
referred as "Lavender or Purple
Revolution", has started from
J&K and transformed the lives
of farmers who are able to grow
lavender, make lucrative profit
and improve their lives. He
said, the efforts of CSIR-lllM
are laudable as they have intro-
duced the crop native to
Europe, in the districts of
Doda, Kishtwar and Rajouri in
J&K.

The Aroma Mission was
launched by CSIR in line with
PM Narendra Modi's vision of
improving farmers' livelihood.
Apart from providing planting
material, distillation units are
provided and farmers are
trained in extraction and many
of them have become entrepre-

neurs as lavender oil is quite
sought after.  Apart from
Lavender, many high value
Aromatic and Medicinal cash
crops have been introduced by
CSIR in J&K.It is now being
expanded as Aroma Mission
Phase II and also floriculture
mission has been recently
launched. This will fetch in the
much needed transformation in
lives of farmers and women

Referring to the clarion call
given by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for doubling
the farmer's income by 2022,
Dr Jitendra Singh said that
Jammu & Kashmir was pro-
gressively improving farmer's
income with support of allied
sectors and institutes like IIIM
Jammu. He said that the focus

of agricultural and allied sec-
tors, and researchers should be
on productivity rather than pro-
duction.

The Minister said that the
immense potential of technolo-
gy in improving the livelihood of
people should be harnessed by
all departments collaboratively.
He urged the youth to actively
seek the livelihood opportuni-
ties being created by the
Government. He encouraged
the youth to become agro-entre-
preneurs that fetch greater
incomes.

The CSIR lab in Jammu and
also with a branch in Srinagar
CSIR-lllM has been playing a
very vital role not only in J&K
but also in the entire country
through its focused R&D on
natural products,AYUSH and
integrative medicine. It has the
NABL accredited QC&QA lab-
oratory for honey, walnut and
other food items functioning
from year 2000 and also is the
first and only Drug Testing
Laboratory in J&K. It has also
taken up some novel initiatives
in the country as being the first
and only organisation who has
initiated Drug discovery from
cannabis for cancer, pain man-

agement, and neurodegenera-
tive disorders in India (First
Cannabis R&D licence Issued
by J&K in India). During the
Covid-19 crisis CSIR-lllM led
the efforts by carrying out close
to 100,000 RT-PCR tests of
Covid-19 infection suspected
persons and is also engaged in
conducting clinical trials of var-
ious AYUSH and repurposed
drugs for treatment of Covid-
19

Last month, during interac-
tion with Agriculture Start-
Ups, young entrepreneurs and
farmers after inaugurating the
one-day awareness cum train-
ing programme for farmers
under CSIR- Aroma Mission
Phase-II at CSIR- Indian
Institute of Integrative
Medicine (IIIM), Jammu, Dr
Jitendra was told by a young
entrepreneur that by using
modern technology in cultiva-
tion, he had started earning Rs.
3 lakhs per annum from begin-
ning itself from a bare one
hectare of land while two B-
Tech graduate engineers said
that their income through a
similar Start-Up initiative had
doubled within a short span of
five months.

Dr Jitendra meets Rupala, proposes integrated
Aroma Dairy entrepreneurship for J&K

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh in a meeting with Union
Minister of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying,

Parshottam Rupala, at New Delhi on Tuesday. 
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JAMMU: Jammu and
Kashmir Pradesh Congress
Committee has announced its
support to the Bandh call of
Jammu Chamber of
Commerce and Industries.

This was announced here
today JKPCC Chief
Spokesperson Ravinder
Sharma  in a press conference
at PCC HQ Jammu. Former
Ministers and Vice Presidents
Mula Ram, Raman Bhalla,
Kanta Bhan, General
Secretary PCC Th.
Manmohan Singh, besides
other senior leaders Suresh
Dogra (OBC), Karan Bhagat
(SC Cell), Ajaz Choudhary
(PYC).

JKPCC leaders said that
Congress party had been
opposing the anti people poli-
cies of BJP and Modi Govt.
And now each and every sec-
tion of the society feels the
pain of the economic policies
of BJP. 

Congress party had been
opposing the wrong economic
policies of the BJP Govt. as
the experienced and leader-
ship of the party especially Dr.

Manmohan Singh warned
against the wrong economic
policies of BJP Govt. 

Rahul Gandhi had been cau-
tioning the people that Modi
Govt. and BJP are only
encouraging and promoting
Crony Capitalism and now the
truth is before the people and
the entire people are now real-
izing the pain and suffering
due to policies of BJP leading
to unprecedented price hike.

The Congress party fully
responds to the call of the
Jammu Chamber and sup-
ports the Bandh call on the
burning issue which will lead
to wiping out of small and
middle traders in Jammu
Province, they said. 

They also questioned the
mining policy, liquor policy
and policy towards Bar and
Restaurants, Banquet Halls
and other anti-trade policies
leading to undue harassment
of business class. They said
common people are bearing
the brunt of unprecedented
price hike and poor people are
suffering a lot. Each and every
section of the society are being
made to suffer due to wrong

policies of BJP and Modi
Govt.

The leaders also welcomed
the selection of Rajni Patil
AICC Incharge J&K Affairs
by the Congress  High
Command for the by-election
to Rajya Sabha from
Maharashtra. They congratu-
lated Rajni Patil.

Senior Congress leaders also
lashed out at the BJP for its
failure to fulfill the commit-
ment to announce holiday on
the birth day of Maharaja
Hari Singh. 

BJP played emotional cards
for vote politics but failed to
honour its commitment to the
people of Jammu. Each sec-
tion of people feel betrayed by
the falsehood and failure of
BJP to honour commitments,
with different sections like
Daily Wagers, need based,
contractual, adhoc, SPOs and
other such categories of the
people. 

The policies of the Modi
Govt. and BJP are against the
farmers, labours, unemployed,
self-employed including busi-
ness, transporters and com-
mon people, they said.

Congress supports Bandh call

JKPCC leaders addressing a press conference at Jammu.

SHAKEELA ANDRABI
SRINAGAR: Jammu &
Kashmir crossed the milestone
of administering 10 million
COVID vaccine doses to people,
above 18 years of age.
According to available on
CoWIN portal, Jammu &
Kashmir administration
enhanced pace of vaccination
during the last two months to
achieve the target of adminis-
tering 10 million vaccination
jabs. As per data shown on por-
tal, 1,02,69,887 doses have
been administered in J&K out
of which 72,85,147 took their
first dose whereas 29,84,740
have taken both jabs of
COVID-19 vaccine till 5 PM on
Tuesday.

Director General Health,
Family Welfare and
Immunization expressed satis-
faction over the pace of vaccina-
tion and said that J&K is per-
forming better than many other
states/UTs in administering
vaccines to people above 18
years of age. Notably J&K is

among top states/UTs in terms
of vaccine coverage. Every day,
on an average, one lakh vac-
cines are being administered in
the UT. Around 20 lakh doses
were administered in the month
of August 2021 only, while 16
lakh doses were administered in
July 2021.

On the other hand, Srinagar
is becoming COVID-19 hotspot
as 884 cases have been report-
ed from Srinagar district dur-
ing the past 20 days. At present
there are more than 800 active
cases in the district. According
to official data, 52 per cent of
the total active cases of Jammu
and Kashmir are in Srinagar.
More than 100 localities of
Srinagar district have been
declared Red Zones or micro
containment zones, among
which more than 30 were
declared in the past 15 days. In
wake of the rise in COVID-19
positive cases in Srinagar
District, LG Manoj Sinha has
appealed to people to follow
guidelines and get vaccinated.

"About 50 per cent of total
cases are coming from Srinagar
only. Follow CAB otherwise we
will go back to the position
where we were last year," LG
requested.

Meanwhile, the Deputy
Commissioner (DC)/ District
Magistrate, Srinagar,
Mohammad Aijaz Assad
inspected various markets of
Srinagar City to inspect imple-
mentation of COVID-19 SoPs
to avert possible 3rd wave of
COVID-19, as predicted by
experts. The DC was accompa-
nied by Senior Superintendent
of Police, Sandeep Chowdhary
and other senior Officers of dis-
trict administration. The DC
inspected various markets in
Srinagar City and sealed over
two dozen business outlets/
establishments for different vio-
lations. A fine of Rs 20,000 was
also imposed on violators of
COVID-19 SoPs. He made a
fervent appeal to the people of
Srinagar including traders and
transporters to cooperate with

district administration and
strictly follow COVID-19 SoPs,
guidelines and precautions to
contain COVID-19. If COVID
SoPs are not followed in
Srinagar, administration will be
forced to take strict measures
again, he warned, adding that
any laxity or negligence on part
of COVID-19 Appropriate
Behaviour (CAB) will con-
straint administration to go for
harsh measures in Srinagar to
break chain of COVID-19
virus.

Notably, the J&K govern-
ment is focussing on picking up
pace of vaccination in view of
rising cases of COVID-19 in
J&K, particularly in Srinagar
district. The Government has
also given directions to carry
out special drives for two weeks
in order to vaccinate maximum
people. Medical experts and
doctors from Kashmir and even
across the world have been urg-
ing youth to get vaccinated to
remain safe from possible third
wave of COVID-19.

J&K achieves milestone of administering
10 million COVID-19 jabs
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JAMMU: A meeting was held
at Chamber House Jammu
under the chairmanship of
Arun Gupta, President CCI
Jammu in which issue related
to tomorrow Bandh was dis-
cussed threadbare.

Arun Gupta said that despite
repeated attempts by Chamber
of Commerce and Industry, the
government has not paid any
heed to business fraternity's
demands thus keeping in mind
the phlegmatic attitude of the
ruling class CCI appeals to its
members to show solidarity and
make Jammu Bandh on
September 22, 2021 a great
success by observing complete
shutdown peacefully.

Arun Gupta expressed grati-
tude to all the traders and mar-
ket associations, social as well
as political organization for
extending full support to the
Chamber's Jammu Bandh call.

Gupta appealed to the mem-
bers of all the associations and
organizations to observe
Jammu Bandh peacefully and
desist from doing any act which
has potential to vitiate the
peaceful atmosphere of
Jammu. Among others who
were present in the meeting
include Anil Gupta, Sr. Vice
President, Rajeev Gupta Jr.
Vice-President, Gaurav Gupta,
Secretary General, Rajesh
Gupta Secretary  and Rajesh
Gupta Treasurer.

Observe Jammu Bandh
peacefully: Jammu Chamber

CCI Jammu, President Arun Gupta chairing a meeting.

BJYM Jammu Rural organises Nav
Bharat Mela-cum-Exhibition at Marh 

Former Minister, Ch Sukhnandan Kumar and others 
visiting exhibition.
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KATRA: Divisional
Commissioner Jammu, Dr
Raghav Langer today reviewed
the arrangements for smooth
conduct of annual Navratra
festival, here at a meeting of
concerned officers.

The meeting was informed
that the nine day festival would
commence on October 7, 2021
and culminate on October 15,
2021 . The inaugural function
of the festival would be held at
Asia Chowk Katra followed by
Shobha Yatra and a grand
event showcasing the culture
and heritage of Jammu and
Kashmir and India as a whole.

The Assistant Director
Tourism presented a detailed
report on the programmes
scheduled and the activities to
be held during the festival and
preparations being put in place
for the same. Threadbare dis-
cussions were held on each
activity/ event while seeking
suggestions from the stake-
holders. The Div Com stressed
on adhering to the covid proto-
cols while holding the festival
events. He also suggested
excluding activities involving
large gatherings.

Representatives of Hoteliers
Association assured to extend
full cooperation towards facili-

tating tourists and guests dur-
ing the festival. They also
assured to maintain cleanliness
besides following covid related
guidelines while serving the
guests.

The Divisional
Commissioner also had a
detailed review of beautifica-
tion of the town, provision for
sanitation, essential services,
traffic management and emer-
gency services.

While reviewing arrange-
ments for congregational pro-
grammes like Prabhat Pheris,
Mata ki Kahani recitation,
Devotional Song Competition,
Dangal and other cultural

items the Div Com instructed
that the committee headed by
DC Reasi shall inspect the ven-
ues for taking final decision.

The Div Com directed the
concerned officers to put in
place all necessary arrange-
ments and work in a well coor-
dinated manner to make
preparations well in advance.
He stressed on proper regula-
tion of traffic, fool proof securi-
ty, maintenance of roads,
streets, beautification of shops/
market, sanitation of Katra
town etc.

The Chief Executive Officer
SMVD Shrine Board, DC
Reasi, Director Tourism, SSP
Reasi, Assistant Director
Tourism Katra, Director
Urban Local Bodies, Chief
Engineer, PWD, Joint
Director Information besides
elected members of Katra
Municipal Committee,
Presidents of Market associa-
tions and other eminent citi-
zens among others were also
present at the meeting.

Div Com reviews arrangements for
Navratra festival at Katra

Div Com Jammu, Dr. Raghav Langer chairing a meeting.

Power shutdown
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JAMMU: Chief Engineer (Distribution) JPDCL, Jammu
has informed that the power supply to Colonel Colony,
Durga Nagar, Interrogation Lane, Best Price, Bharat
Nagar, Basant Vihar, Hauzri Bagh, Wine Factory, Yatri
Niwas, Bhawani Nagar, Gole Gujral, Talab Tillo, Trilokpur,
Panjpeer, Nitco Lane, Vikas Nagar, Sari Rakhwal,
Pounichak and adjoining areas shall remain affected on
September 22 from 8 am to 1 pm.

Similarly, the power supply to Biaspur, Kotli, Kalyana,
Miran Sahib and its adjoining areas shall remain affect-
ed on September 22 from 8.30 am to 9 am and 1 pm to
1.30 pm.

Likewise, the power supply to Rangpur Maulana, Biaspur
and adjoining areas shall remain affected on September 22
from 8.30 am to 12 noon.

Similarly, the power supply to Rajbagh, Channi
Hiranagar City, Marheen, Hospital, BDF, Cahra,
Paharpur, Boniya, Kotpunnu, Chandwan, Nanan, Budhi,
Bakhta, Barnoti, Saktechack alongwith areas being fed
from Channi, Paharpur and Marheen Stations shall remain
affected on September 22 from 7 am to 9 am.

Likewise, the power supply to Billawar, Mandi, Phinter,
Parnalla and adjoining areas of Baggan shall remain affect-
ed on September 23 from 9 am to 2 pm.

Bhalla expresses shock over
killing of two Pilots in 

helicopter crash at Patnitop
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JAMMU: JKPCC Vice
President and former
Minister Raman Bhalla on
Tuesday expressed deep
shock on the tragic death of
two Army pilots who died in
helicopter crash at Patnitop,
District Udhampur, J&K
this morning. 

He conveyed heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved
families of the departed souls
with a prayer that both
departed souls who crashed
to death this morning may
be blessed with peace in
heaven. 

He demanded to bless both
these daring Air Force pilots
with special compensation on
this highly tragic end of
these two young pilots.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Jammu
Pharmaceutical Distributors
Association (JPDA) charged
Pharmaceutical Companies of
resorting to corrupt practices
in the sale of Medicines thus
looting Aam Janta of India. 

While addressing press con-
ference today, Rakesh Gupta
President JPDA, expressed
serious concern over  the
shocking malpractices being
adopted by the
P h a r m a c e u t i c a l
Manufacturing Companies by
selling most of the medicines
at different prices to different
sectors despite having the
same MRPs. 

He said that all this is hap-
pening with the active  con-
nivance of the National
Pharmaceutical Pricing

Authority (NPPA),
Department of
Pharmaceuticals under the
Ministry of Chemicals and
Fertilizers, Government of
India who are responsible for
regulating the Prices of Drugs
under Essential Commodities
Act of the Drugs Price Control
Order.

Giving details , Rakesh blew
lid off the money minting
modus operandi  being adopt-

ed by the Pharma
Manufacturing Companies
selling the Medicines/ Drugs
on different rates  to different
sectors like Chain of
Stores/Private Hospital/
Nursing Homes , Doctors
Clinics,  Online Sellers , Direct
Distributors / Stockists etc. 

He warned both the manu-
facturers and the NPPA  for
adopting unethical practice of
looting the poor people i.e.

patients by making money on
human sufferings. 

He also blamed them of
playing with the lives of the
people by paving the way for
unchecked entry of spurious /
sub standard drugs into the
market because of the price
war and competition for sales.

The President JPDA appre-
ciated the numerous initia-
tives undertaken by our
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in the health sector espe-
cially the Ayushman Bharat-
Pradan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yogana  (AB-PMJAY) but
expressed his displeasure that
these unethical practices by
the Manufacturers that too
right under the nose of  Price
Regulators and watch dogs of
the Government of India
resulting in loss of huge sums

of money not only to the peo-
ple at large but to the
Government too  because of
different price structures with
high MRPs. 

Rakesh Gupta appealed to
the Chief Justice of India to
take suo moto cognizance of
this whole gamut and issue
notice to the concerned
Ministry and the Pharma
Manufacturers to take time
bound corrective steps in the
larger interest of suffering
humanity.

The other office bears of
JPDA present were Ajay
Gupta (Sr. Vice President),
Brijesh Gupta (Vice
President), Rajan Gupta
(Secretary General) and
Ravinder Gandaral
(Secretary) and Manmeet
Singh (Treasurer).

JPDA charges Pharma Companies of corrupt practices in sale of medicines

JPDA President Rakesh Gupta talking to reporters.


