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SAMBA: Ganesh Mahotsav
festival started with pomp
in Sanoora village of
Rajpura Tehsil of Samba
district amidst the atmos-
phere resonating with the
slogans of Ganpati Bappa
Moria.  

On this occasion, vil-
lagers took out the Kalash

Yatra with the idol of
Ganpati from Sanoora
Bareta Ground to
Rajpura, Madoon, and
Treli temple, in which
hundreds of villagers par-
ticipated.

Ex- Sarpanch
Kulbhushan Singh Rinka,
member of the organizing
committee of Ganesh fes-

tival programme, said
that for the last 6 years,
the villagers have been
celebrating Ganesh Utsav
continuously. He further
said that the last two pro-
grammes were affected
due to Corona epidemic,
but this year Ganesh
Utsav program will be cel-
ebrated with great pomp.  

DDC Ghagwal Suresh
Kumar Falli, DDC
Rajpura Asha Rani, BDC
Rajpura Radha Krishna,
Mahila Morcha District
President Kathua Geeta
Bhagat, Ex- MLA Durga
dass, Gagandeep Jasrotia,
Jankar  Singh, Rajinder
Jasrotia, Rajesh Sharma,
Suresh Sambyal, Sushil
Sharma, Deeraj Sharma
and a large number of vil-
lage women, men and chil-
dren were present.

Ganesh Mahotsav starts with pomp
in Sanoora, Kalash Yatra taken out

Kalash Yatra being taken out in Samba.

Employees of Agriculture
Department accorded

farewell on superannuation
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Staff and Officers
of Directorate of Agriculture,
Jammu accorded   farewell to
Devinder Sharma Sharma,
Plant Protection Officer,
Jammu, who retired today.
Senior officers of the depart-
ment wished him a healthy and
happy retired life.

Meanwhile, in an impressive
function organized at Zonal
office, Thanamandi,   Zohra
Begum,  Field Assistant, Sub
Division Darhal  was accorded
a warm farewell, who retired
today  after serving 23 years of
meritorious services in differ-
ent capacities in the
Agriculture  Department. 

Narinder Singh SDAO
Darhal, Vinod Thappa SMS
(SDL), Mohammad Asgar
(AAI), Agriculture Extension
Officer Thanamandi and staff
of Sub Division Darhal attend-
ed the Farewell.
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UDHAMPUR: Archaeological
Survey of India, Srinagar
Circle in continuation to
celebrations of Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM)
organised a ceremonial
function at the historical
Temple of Devi Bhagwati,
Manwal, Dist. Udhampur,
a Centrally protected
Monument under the
jurisdiction of ASI
Srinagar Circle. 

During the function,
Mast national flag was
unfurled within the prem-
ises of the Devi Bhagwati
Temple, Manwal. 

The mast flag ceremony
was in continuation of the
celebrations, Ministry of
Culture to unfurl mast
flags at different monu-
ments across India as part
of Azadi Ka Amrit

Mahotsav (AKAM).
Archaeological Survey of
India being a part of
Ministry of Culture has
already unfurled mast
flags at Akhnoor Fort,
Dist. Jammu and Ancient
Palaces attributed to Raja
Suchet Singh, Dist.
Udhampur on the eve of
Independence Day and
recently on 30th August
2022 at Group of

Temples, Kiramchi in dis-
trict Udhampur. A cultur-
al programme by Govt.
High School, Thalora was
presented on the occasion.

Assistant Commissioner
Revenue, Udhampur Sh.
Rafiq Ahmad Jaral, JKAS
presided as Chief Guest
and was felicitated on the
occasion. 

The event was held
under the supervision of

Dr. I.A.Hashmi,
S u p e r i n t e n d i n g
Archaeologist, ASI
Srinagar Circle assisted
by M.K Joshi, Asst.
S u p e r i n t e n d i n g
Archaeologist, G.A Khan,
Asst. Engineer, Rajesh
Bakshi, Photo Officer, Jai
Karan Singh, Assistant
Archaeologist, Sub Circle
In charge S.K Bhat and
other staff members of the
ASI Srinagar Circle.

Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations held by
Archaeological Survey of India, Srinagar Circle

ASI Officials during the programme at Udhampur.
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KATHUA: LDM Kathua
Qazi Farooq on Wednesday
retired from the services of

the State Bank of India after
putting 31 years. Qazi
Farooq joined bank services
in Oct 1991 and served the

bank at various locations viz.
Srinagar, Jammu,
Anantnag, Karnah, Poonch
and Kathua.  

During his retirement
function DDM Kathua Amit
Kumar, Abdul Salam
Ahanger, Chief Manager,
Paras Ram Director RSETI,
Rajat Bhan, SBI, Rohit
Sharma, SBI, Subhash
Chander FLC SBI, Chetna
Kotwal, Chief Manager SBI
were present, Dev Raj Soni
Social Worker were present
there.
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RAJOURI: Start-Up &
Innovation Cell, Baba
Ghulam Shah Badshah
University, Rajouri con-
ducted an "Intellectual
Property Rights awareness"
Programme under the aegis
of Kalam Program for
Intellectual Property
Literacy and Awareness
Campaign (KAPILA) as
part of Azadi ka Amrut
Mahotsav celebration. The
event had been supported
by Ministry of Education's
Innovation Cell (MIC),
Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
trade (DPIIT) and Indian
Patent Office (IPO) under
the banner of National IP
Awareness Mission
(NIPAM). 

Nitish Agrawal, Examiner
of Patents & Design, Indian
Patent Office (IPO) was the
speaker of the event. The
programme was conducted
in a blended mode where
the speaker and the partici-
pants from various other
colleges and Universities

connected online. However,
there was an offline gather-
ing for the in-house stu-
dents and faculty in
University Smart class-
room. Prof. Akbar Masood,
Vice-Chancellor, BGSB
University in his message
conveyed that there is a dire
need to sensitize students
and faculty in Higher
Education with regard to
Patents, Copyrights and
Trademarks. He praised
the efforts of MIC, AICTE
and DPIIT for conducting
Intellectual Property
Rights Awareness pro-
grams under the flagship of
KAPILA. Prof. Akbar men-
tioned that 

With phenomenal growth
of the Indian Economy it is
vital that IPRs generated
in India are  legally pro-
tected. Prof. Akbar said
that  awareness is must
amongst students, youth,
authors, artists, budding
inventors and professionals
to inspire them to create,
innovate and protect their
creations and inventions .

The speaker Nitish
Agrawal delivered an
exhaustive presentation on
patents, Copyrights,
Trademarks and
Geographical Indications.
He presented the world-
wide scenario with refer-
ence to the top listed coun-
tries in patent filing. He
urged the students to get
their novel ideas in terms
of either product or
process patented before
publishing.  Nitish provid-
ed details on the various
stages involved in patent
publishing till award. The
presentation was followed
by an interactive session
with the audience. More
than 200 participants reg-
istered for the event. Dr.
Farkhanda Ana, Convener
IIC, Dr. Nasir Rather,
Start-up activity coordina-
tor and Junaid Farooq,
IPR activity coordinator
organized the event.
Malik Mubashir, Principal
Polytechnic and a number
of other faculty members
were also present.

BGSBU organises IPR awareness programme

DC inspects progress on
NH-44 four-laning 
project in Ramban
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RAMBAN: Deputy
Commissioner (DC),
Ramban,   Mussarat Islam
on Wednesday inspected
different construction sites
along National Highway-44
to resolve issue hindering in
the pace of progress on the
four lanning project.

Additional Deputy
Commissioner, Harbans
Sharma, Project Director,
NHAI, Parshotam Kumar,
representatives of construc-
tion companies were also
present on the occasion.  

On the occasion,
Representatives of execut-
ing agencies highlighted
various   bottlenecks and
issues hindering the pace of
progress including removal
of acquired structures, cut-
ting of trees, besides vari-
ous other local issues.

After discussing issues
with the concerned, the
Deputy Commissioner
issued necessary directions
to executing agencies for
speeding up the pace of
construction work on
National Highway to make
Viaduct functional which
will help to reduce vehicu-
lar traffic  movement in
town Ramban.

The DC directed the PD
NHAI to implement all
safety measures, terms and
conditions mentioned in
contract agreement while
executing the project.

LDM Kathua retires after rendering 31 years of service 

LDM Kathua Qazi Farooq being accorded farewell.

Coordination Committee
on justice delivery

System held at Ramban
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RAMBAN: As per the direc-
tions of High Court of Jammu
and Kashmir & Ladakh, the
Coordination meeting of differ-
ent stakeholders of the Justice
Delivery System, district
Ramban was held on
Wednesday at Ramban.

The meeting was held under
the chairmanship of the
Principal District and Session
Judge, Ramban, Haq-Nawaz
Zargar, which was attended by
CJM, who is also the
Secretary, District
Coordination Committee,
Anjum-Ara; Senior
Superintendent of Police,
Mohita Sharma; President
MC Ramban, ADC Harbans
Lal Sharma; DSWO,
Assistant Executive Engineer
PWD and other stakeholders.

During the meeting a
detailed discussion was held
regarding ways and means of
rendering timely justice to liti-
gants, besides discussing dif-
ferent issues like infrastructur-
al development and security
issues of Court complexes, ren-
ovation of record rooms, the
issue regarding the establish-
ment of vulnerable witness
rooms at district headquarter,
Execution of warrants and
general warrant arrest and
also creating awareness to the
children on POCSO act, etc.
establishment of a place for the
safety of juveniles and con-
struction of a temporary lock-
up in court complexes. The
District Administration has
assured prompt action regard-
ing the difficulties faced by the
judiciary in Ramban which are
mentioned in the agenda dis-
cussed in the meeting.
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KATHUA:  While the Azadi
Amrit Mahotsav of inde-
pendence is being celebrat-
ed in the country, on the
other hand, people of
Mayan village of Kootah
Panchayat are craving for
road facility even after 75
years of independence.  

People of this village said
that due to lack of road
connectivity, many families
have been migrated from

village Mayan village. Due
to no road for their village,
they are facing many prob-
lems as children never
reach school on time due to
Kuchha roads. Villagers
Sahil Singh, Balbir Singh,
Kamal Singh, Muhammad
Gulzar, Om Prakash,
Darshana Rani etc  have
requested LG
Administration to provide
road connectivity to their
village.

Mayan villagers rue
poor road connectivity 

Villagers staging protest for proper road connectivity.

Petrol Pump facility thrown
open for public at Ramban
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RAMBAN:  Newly construct-
ed Petrol Pump facility of
Indian Oil Corporation thrown
open for the public near
Usman Hotel, Kowbagh
Ramban on Wednesday .

The inaugural function was
graced by the Chairperson,
District Development Council,
Ramban, Dr. Shamshad  Shan,
Deputy Commissioner,
Mussarat Islam,  President,
Municipal Council, Ramban,
Sunita Sumbria,  DDC
Councillors, Balbir Bali,
Renuka Katoch, and councilors
of MC Ramban, Gopal Raina
and Khalid Wani.  Among oth-
ers, Senior Superintendent of
Police, Ramban, Mohita
Sharma, Additional Deputy
Commissioner, Harbans
Sharma, Additional SP,   Rajni
Sharma, prominent citizens
and various senior officers
attended the function. On the
occasion, the dignitaries con-
gratulated Mudasar Nazami
for establishing a pump adjoin-
ing the district headquarter
which will cater vehicles plying
on NH-44 and other links
roads. The Deputy
Commissioner and SSP asked
the owner to install CCTV
cameras, besides ensuring
washroom facilities at the
petrol pump.
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KATHUA: A One day train-
ing session on e-challan and e-
market place in the mining
department was held under
the supervision of Joint
Director Geology and Mining,
H.L. Langeh on Wednesday.

The training program was
attended by stone crusher
holders, lease holders, repre-
sentatives of construction
companies, contractors and
dealing persons of minor min-
eral blocks.

A detailed lecture through
power point presentation was
delivered by Mineral Officer,
Dr. Rajinder Singh Rana dur-
ing the training in which par-
ticipants were practically
trained for generation of e-
challans and placement of
orders for purchase of miner-
als from the vendors through
e-market place. On the occa-
sion, videos and slides pre-
pared by the experts were also
displayed on the screen for
understanding the complete
process of e-challans and roles
and responsibilities of the par-
ticipants and department to
make the system transparent.
During training, a question-

answer session was held in
which queries of participants
were also resolved on the spot
regarding implementation and
benefits of e-challans and e-
market place for common
masses.

Joint Director Geology &
Mining while speaking on the
occasion said that every stake-
holder should come forward
for implementation of this new
e-system in the mining depart-
ment and also motivate others
to use the department portal
for sale and purchase of minor
and crushed minerals. He
added that this move will cer-
tainly keep a check on illegal
mining and illegal transporta-
tion of minerals.  

District Mineral Officer
Kathua, Rajinder Singh,
Mineral Guards and other offi-
cials of the department also

remained present during the
training program.

Training session on e-challans held
at Mining Department Kathua

Army conducts lecture on
Agnipath scheme 

STATE TIMES NEWS
REASI: Army organised a lec-
ture at Bhowani to familiarize
the youth about the Agnipath
Scheme. The youth were
encouraged to choose a career
in the Armed Forces for leading
a disciplined, dynamic and
adventurous life in service of
the Nation. The attendees were
also given comprehensive
details of career prospects
available after Class 10th and
12th along with the advantages
of joining the 'Armed Forces'
through Agnipath Scheme.
The students, school staff and
members of the society con-
veyed gratitude towards the
Indian Army for delivering this
educative talk.
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