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Dr Jitendra arrives at New York, enroute Washington for summit |

u STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW  YORK: Union
Minister, Dr Jitendra Singh,
as the head of Joint
Ministerial Indian delega-
tion, arrived at New York
this evening, enroute
‘Washington DC,on the first
leg of the 5-day US visit,
which includes participation
in Global Clean Energy
Action Forum summit sched-
uled from September 21st to
23rd at Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania.

Dr Jitendra was received
by senior India Embassy offi-
cials and after facilitations at
the airport, he left for
Washington DC to hold an
important Roundtable with
senior executives of about 35
companies and federal repre-
sentatives associated with
Geospatial, Space, Earth &
Ocean Science, Pharma and
Biotech Sectors to be organ-
ized by US-India Business

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Szngh as the head of Joint Mznzsterzal Indian delegatzon being

received at New York on Tuesday evening, enroute Washington, on the first leg of 5-day US visit.

Council at US Chamber of
Commerce headquarters in
‘Washington, DC.

Dr Jitendra is leading a
high-level Joint Indian
Ministerial official delegation
of Ministry of Power, New &
Renewable Energy and
Ministry of Science &
Technology to participate in
Global Clean Energy Action
Forum and also to interact
with eminent academicians
as well as Indian diaspora.

At the Business Roundtable
with CEOs of 35 prominent
companies, Dr Jitendra is to
highlight the bilateral Science
& Technology (S&T) collabo-
ration range from Mega
Science such as LIGO [Laser
Interferometer Gravitational
Observatory|, TMT [Thirty
Meter telescope] and
Neutrino Physics to Clean
Energy Technologies, Health
Science, Earth and Ocean
Science, Agricultural Science

and recent interest in expand-
ing our collaboration in
Emerging Technologies.

Dr Jitendra Singh will offer
that both India and America
may further expand the part-
nership in the areas of com-
mon  priority such as
Quantum Technology,
Artificial Intelligence, Deep
Ocean Exploration, Electric

Vehicles, Emerging
Technologies for
Telecommunications and

First time after 1947 Govt acknowledged Jammu’s

emotions, sentiments: Team Jammu
Preparations gomg on to pay beﬁttmg tributes to Mahara]a Hari Smgh

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Hailing the decision
of the administration of
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha to declare September
23 as a public holiday as a
mark of respect for last Dogra
ruler Maharaja Hari Singh,
Chairman of Team Jammu
Zorawar Singh Jamwal on
Tuesday said that first-time
after 1947 government at the
helm of the affairs respected
aspirations and emotions of
the residents of Jammu
Province.

"The historic decision by LG
Administration is a beginning
and has vindicated the stand
of Team Jammu taken in
2015, that a day would not be
far when, J&K's narrative
would be set from Jammu,"
said Team Jammu chief
Zorawar Singh Jamwal while
addressing the volunteers,
during the meeting, convened
for mass mobilization of gen-
eral public to make September
23 as grand celebration in
every nook and corner of
Jammu region. Youngest
DDC Member, Pancheri-
Moungri and volunteer of
Team Jammu, Jasvir Singh
also attended the meeting and

Chairman of Team Jammu Zorawar Szngh Jamwal talking to media persons.

expressed his views.

"Although Maharaja Hari
Singh is respected across J&K
for taking pro-people initia-
tives during his regime, emo-
tions of the residents of
Jammu region are attached
with the last ruler of the
Dogra dynasty", Zorawar
Singh said and added, "First-
time after 1947 residents of
Jammu are feeling that those
at the helm of the affairs have
respected their sentiments
and emotions." He, however,
regretted that the successive
democratically elected regime
of the erstwhile Jammu and
Kashmir overlooked peoples'
emotions just for petty politi-
cal reasons.

Team Jammu chief said that
this year September 23 would
be celebrated in a big way to

give befitting tributes to
Maharaja Hari Singh who
merged the erstwhile princely
state of Jammu and Kashmir
with the Indian Union on
October 26, 1947, by signing
the "Instrument of Accession".
He recalled that since its
inception Team Jammu has
been celebrating September
23 through different means to
remain people about the con-
tribution of Maharaja Hari
Singh.

"Taking a big initiative,
Team Jammu on December
31, 2016 had issued the first
calendar in which September
23 was declared as a holiday”,
he said, adding, "Since then
every year calendar depicting
September 23 as a holiday is
issued by the Team Jammu
with a pledge to continue our

struggle for getting an official
holiday on the birth anniver-
sary of Maharaja Hari Singh".

He further mentioned it was
the initiative of Team Jammu
that members of all other com-
munities be it traders, social
organizations or student
groups were involved to make
this issue as a demand and
mass movement of the entire
Dogra community irrespective
of caste, creed or colour.
Zorawar Singh also highlight-
ed that Team Jammu has
been supporting the youth
leaders of Yuva Rajput Sabha,
who were spearheading the
agitation.

"Since its inception, Team
Jammu distributing Halwa
and taking the pledge is a reg-
ular annual programme of our
organization", he said.

Semiconductor Research and
Innovation, geospatial tech-
nology areas related to acqui-
sition, processing, and dis-
semination of high-resolution
geospatial data.

The Minister is likely to
interact with key US Federal
officials over dinner at India
House to be hosted by the
Indian Ambassador.

After the dinner at India
House, Dr Jitendra Singh
will depart for Pittsburgh on
21st September to take part
in the coveted joint convening
of the Clean Energy
Ministerial (CEM13) and
Mission Innovation (MI-7).
The event is expected to bring
together thousands of clean
energy leaders from across
the world, including CEOs,
innovators, young profession-
als, civil society and ministers
from over 30 countries to
accelerate clean energy inno-
vation and deployment.

Power shutdown
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JAMMU: Chief Engineer
(Distribution),  JPDCIL,,
Jammu has informed that
the power supply to
Jourian, Troti, Muthi Mara,
Bakora, Rakh Muthi, PHE,
BSF, Border Migrant,
Sohal, Akalpur, Udheywala,

Sangrampur, Lale-De-
Bagh, Nagbani, DPS
School, Manorma Vihar,
Anand Nagar, Domana,

Lower Machclian, Nagbani,
Kherian, HaipurdJagir,
Saroda, Puran de Kkothi,
Trilokpur Sari Rakhwlan
Pounichak and adjoining
areas shall remain affected
on September 21 from 7 am
to 12 noon.

Similarly, the power sup-
ply to Yatri Niwas, Bhawani
Nagar, Gole Gujral, Talab
Tillo, Trilokpur, Panjpeer,
NITCO Lane, Vikas Nagar
and adjoining areas shall
remain affected on
September 21 from 7 am to
11 am.

Likewise, the power sup-
ply to Kullian, Badyal,
Kadyal, Simbal, Simbal
Morh, Makhanpur, Tali
Morh, Darsopur, Biaspur,
Purana Pind, RS Pura and
its adjoining areas shall
remain affected on
September 21 from 6 am to
12 noon.

Chairman AJTWA, Chairman KVIC meet LG

m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: A delegation of
All J&K Transport Welfare
Association  led by its
Chairman Ajit Singh Khalsa
called on Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha, on Tuesday.
The 10 member delegation
including General Secretary,
Sheikh Mohammad Yousuf
and President, Vijay Singh
Chib submitted a memoran-
dum of demands to the Lt
Governor and put forth vari-
ous issues and demands per-
taining to smooth operations
of public transport and wel-
fare of transporter communi-

The prominent demands
included re-examination of
order No. 08-JK(TR) of
2022, issued by Transport
Department; ban on illegal

Delegatlon of All J&K Transport Welfare Association callmg on Lt Governor Manc)] Sznha

operation of e-Rikshaws on
unapproved routes; re-regis-
tration of vehicles purchased
from outside UT, besides the
issue of proper maintenance of
Geeneral Bus Stand Parimpora
and Narwal transport yard
and release of pending pay-
ments of transport vehicles
under  Government use,
among other issues.

SPS Library to get high-speed
internet facility soon

= SHAKEELA ANDRABI
SRINAGAR: The SPS
Library, biggest educa-
tional and knowledge hub
for people of Kashmir
Valley, is presently
deprived of internet facili-
ty due to which students
and people from different
walks of life are facing a
lot of hardships.
Established in 1904, SPS
Library has a repository
of around 6000 centuries
old rare manuscripts in
17 languages encompass-
ing varied fields including
religious, philosophical,
historical, literary and
scientific writings, which
can prove very helpful to
scholars and researchers.
Recently Deputy
Commissioner Srinagar,
Mohammad Aijaz Asad
visited the library to over-
see its functioning and
facilities available for stu-
dents and scholars.
During the visit, the DC
was  accompanied by
Director  Libraries &
Research and other con-
cerned officers. On the

o® @

occasion, DC inspected
various compartments of
Library and was
appraised about centuries
old repository of
Manuseripts, Rare Books
and Miniature ete.

DC also held an interac-
tion with students/schol-
ars and enquired about
facilities available at SPS
Library, during which stu-
dents put forth several
demands  before  the
Deputy Commissioner
including provision of
power backup for uninter-
rupted power supply and
high-speed Internet facili-
ty. The district adminis-
tration assured them that
all their genuine demands
would be looked on priori-
ty. Officials of Libraries &
Research ~ Department,
J&K also assured that
they have a proposal of
setting-up of an IT hub
inside the library adding
that the permission of
internet access to stu-
dents will be only given
after an approval from
authorities.

On the sidelines of the meet-
ing, Ajit Singh Khalsa,
Chairman, AJKTWA, also
apprised the Lt Governor
about an array of issues con-
cerning the Sikh community
that have been pending since
long.

The Lt Governor gave a
patient hearing to the
Chairman, AJKTWA and

members of the delegation and
assured that their genuine
issues and demands would be
redressed on merit.
Meanwhile, Chairman of
Khadi and Village Industries
Commission (KVIC),
Ministry of Micro, Small &
Medium Enterprises,
Government of India, Manoj
Kumar called on Lieutenant

Governor Manoj Sinha, on
Tuesday.

Kumar discussed various
matters with the Lt Governor
including renewal of lease of
KVIC training center at
Pampore, production of bee
boxes, besides effective imple-
mentation of KVIC schemes
in J&K.

Discussion was also held on
the record achievement in
PMEGP in the last fiscal and
how it can be implemented
more ageressively in the
future to create manifold
employment opportunities.

Pertinently, in 2021-22,
under PMEGP, the KVIC
established 21,640 manufac-
turing and service units in
J&K and as many as 1.73
lakh new employment was
generated in the region.

Joint Director CBC reviews arrangements for
publicity, other activities durlng Navratra Festival

u STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Joint Director,
Central Bureau of
Communication (CBC)
J&K & Ladakh Region,
Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting, Government
of India, Ghulam Abbas on
Tuesday reviewed arrange-
ments for different publicity
and other programmes in
connection with the annual
celebration of Navratra
Festival at Katra that com-
mences from September 26,
2022.

During the meeting, Joint
Director CBC informed that
besides cultural and other
devotional  programmes,
CBC will also organize a
multimedia exhibition under
Azadi Ka Amrit Mohatsav
which besides showecasing
the contribution of freedom
fighters during the freedom
movement of India, will also
showcase 'Azadi Quest' and
'Swaraj', the new initiatives
of  the  Ministry of
Information and
Broadcasting, (Government
of India.

Joint Director impressed

Joint Director CBC, J&K & Ladakh Region,
Ghulam Abbas chairing a meeting.

upon the officials and offi-
cers dealing with the public-
ity, cultural and other pro-
grammes to engage various
stakeholders like PRIs, Civil
Society Members, students,
teachers, HCWs,
Anganwadi Workers ete. for
the publicity related activi-
ties.

‘With respect to the various
cultural activities, cultural
troupes have been invited
from different states and
UTs like Tamil Nadu,
Odisha, Rajasthan,
Himachal Pradesh, Assam,

West Bengal, Manipur ete.
who will be performing their
traditional dances, the meet-
ing was informed.

The meeting was attended
by FPO Udhampur,
Khursheed Yousuf, Media
and Communications
Officer, PIB  Jammu,
Sheikh  Mudasir  Amin,
Administrative Officer,
CBC, J&K, Ram Kishen,
incharge Field Publicity
Unit, Kathua, Rajesh
Sharma and other officials
of Regional Office Jammu
and its' Field Offices.

Mehbooba poisoning young minds in
J&K for vested polltlcal interests: BJP

= STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir BJP
president Ravinder Raina on Tuesday
accused PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti
of "poisoning young minds" for vested [§
political interests after she objected to &
students being compelled to sing
'Raghupati Raghav Raja Ram'. The former
chief minister had on Monday posted a video
on Twitter in which school staff were seen
asking students to recite the hymn, consid-
ered Mahatma Gandhi's favourite Bhajan,
it the government's
"Hindutva agenda". Reacting to her remarks,
Raina said she should avoid playing such pol-
itics by "poisoning the young minds".
"Mahatma Gandhi united the whole nation
by this Bhajan during the freedom struggle.
The school children also sing Tab Pe Aati
Hai Dua Banke Tamanna Meri...
desire comes to my lips as a prayer) in their
morning assembly and there was no objection
Raina said.
reporters on the sidelines of a free medical
camp organised by the party here under
'Sewa Pakhwada', he said some people delib-
erately create such controversies for their

and termed

from anyone,"

vested political interests.

"Mehbooba should avoid playing such type
She has lost her ground in

of politics.

Rakhna'
fight)...,

real

(my heart's

Talking to

Kashmir and people of the Valley
rejected her. She is coming out with
such a conspiracy (to regain her
place),"
| belongs to all of us, the people of all

4 Y faiths -- Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs,
£ Christians and others. Mehbooba
should read more often Allama Igbal's
'mazhab Nahin Sikhata Aapas Mein Bair
(religion does not teach us to
" the BJP leader said.

On the reopening of cinema halls in
Kashmir after over three decades,
quipped, "This is the beginning of a new era.
Our youngsters in the Valley have only heard
the sounds of bombs and bullets and are
deprived of all entertainment available to
their counterparts in other parts of the coun-
try." "The people will have an enjoyable expe-
rience with the opening of multiplexes," he
added. Raina also thanked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Home Minister Amit Shah
and Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha for
declaring the last Dogra ruler Maharaja Hari
Singh's birth anniversary on September 23 as
an annual holiday.

He said the BJP is "working overtime" to

he said. "This country

Raina

resolve the issues in Jammu and Kashmir

workers.

and the problems faced by daily wage

CS calls for 1ncreas1ng crop intensity, adopting digital initiatives
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JAMMU: Sher-e-Kashmir
University of Agricultural
Sciences and Technology of
Jammu (SKUAST-J) on
Tuesday celebrated its 24th
Foundation Day at Baba Jitto
Auditorium, Main campus,
Chatha in  which  Chief
Secretary, Dr Arun Kumar
Mehta was the chief guest.

Dr Mehta inaugurated the
exhibition at Baba Jitto
Auditorium depicting various
technologies and FPOs pro-
moted by different KVKs of
SKUAST-Jammu.

Bharat Bhushan, DDC
Chairman Jammu, Ramesh
Kumar, Divisional
Commissioner, Prof. Gharu
Ram Bhagat, former MILA,
Prof. PK. Sharma, former
Vice Chancellor, SKUAST-
Jammu, Dr. P
Ramasundaram,  National
Coordinator, ICAR-NAHEP
and Kavinder Gupta, former
Dy CM J&K, also graced the
occasion.

In his address, the Chief
Secretary underlined that
around seventy percent of the
population of J&K depends
directly or indirectly on agri-
culture for their livelihoods.

VC SKUASTJ Prof. J. P. Sharma honouring ChzefSecretary Dr AK Mehta during a function.

Development and promotion
of the sector is vital for the
prosperity of its people, he
said. Dr Mehta highlighted
that J&K stands top among
other states in farmer-house-
hold income and called for fur-
ther exploring ways to
increase it. Due to the fast
paced development done in the
UT since 2019, we already
stand among the top five
states in various sectors, he
added.

Elaborating on novel initia-
tives, the Chief Secretary said
that farmers have been pro-
vided Soil Health Cards and
are accordingly provided
expert advice on farming. He
also detailed digital platforms
like Agristack and unique
farmer IDs being implement-
ed in the UT. Parvaaz scheme

is helping our farmers export
their farm produce abroad on
subsidised rates, added the
Chief Secretary.

Dr Mehta called upon
experts to help improve crop
intensity to 2.5 crops per year
through various interventions.
He also encouraged participa-
tion in the Millet Mission of
Government of India and
increased  production  of
oilseeds and pulses in J&K.
He suggested undertaking
rain water harvesting projects
under MGNREGA in Kandi
belts of Jammu region and
boosting suitable crops there.
Chief Secretary hailed agricul-
ture as a special and unique
career pursuit of life. "We are
proud of our farmers and
must start campaigns to
acknowledge their role in soci-

ety”, he reiterated.

Prof. J. P. Sharma, Vice
Chancellor, SKUAST-Jammu
in his address congratulating
all the teaching, non-teaching
staff and students on founda-
tion day. He lauded the farm-
ers for their substantial con-
tribution in the agricultural
development of J&K.

He informed the gathering
that as per NITI Aayog's
yearly survey. Jammu and
Kashmir has secured third
place in all India ranking in
terms of farmers' family earn-
ings besides stepping up from
rank 22 to 5 in agriculture
and allied sector ranking with-
in one year. He said that since
its birth in 1999, SKUAST-
Jammu has made rapid
strides.

‘While

highlighting  the

achievements of the
University Prof. Sharma
revealed that the farm

University has released 21
new varieties of different crops
during the last two years,
developed Integrated Farming
System Model, established
Agri-business Incubation cen-
tre for the Start Ups ete. He
said that sixty six students of
the University qualified for
the National Eligibility Test
and ICAR has accredited the
institution with grade 'A". He
said that three new faculties
and three new KVKs have

been established by the
University.
Padma Shri Prof BS Dhilon,

former Viee Chancellor, PAU,
Ludhiana delivered
"Foundation Day Speech" on
the occasion and said that for

the holistic development of
agriculture in J&K, the gov-
ernment and both farm uni-
versities should focus on
recent trends in agriculture
development like biotechnolo-
gy, nanotechnology, digital
agriculture, and the promo-
tion of FPOs. Further, he
shared his scientific as well as
administrative experience ded-
icated to the welfare of the
farming community.
Prominent personalities of
Jammu namely Dr. Sushil
Sharma, Head, Cardiology
Department, GMC Jammu;
Mahant  Rohit  Shastri,
Pradeep Kapoor of Sewa
Bharti, Maj. Gen. (Retd.)
S.K. Sharma, Member,
SMVDN Hospital governing

body and Head Vigyan
Bharti,  Priti Choudhary
(Nasha Mukti Kendra),

Puneet Mahajan (Blood dona-
tion), Vir Pratap Singh, Head
Career Counceeling, Gurha
Slathia, Abhishek  Abrol
(SDM), Harmeet Singh,
Tehsildar, Pallavi, Himanshu
Sharma, Seva Bharti Gou
Raksha were felicitated on the
occasion for their immense
contribution towards the wel-
fare of the society.



